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Arko: The Dark Union , a science fiction and adventure tale written by Uri
Weinberg, is a thrilling read. Following five children’s discovery of a
mysterious network of caves filled with futuristic technology, this story
leads readers on an adventure that combines history, religion, science,
and fantasy.

Ariel, Amir, Abigail, Gaia, and Ben are the twelve-year-old children of a
group of experts in different fields. While on the Yucatán Peninsula in
Mexico, the children decide to trek to the Kukulkan Pyramid to sate both
their scientific and childlike curiosity. They are soon lost, with Ben being
the victim of a mysterious insect sting and the children having to fend for
themselves by using provisions they brought and some found in the
surrounding environment. What seems like happenstance unlocks the
secret entrance to a mysterious system of caves. In it, they find
confusing drawings on the walls and a vehicle they dub the ‘Lightrino’.
When they are reunited with their parents, they regale them with their
findings, much to the adults’ surprise and astonishment. The group
revisits the cave, realizing that there is a telepathic bond between the
caves and themselves. Further experiments yield even more questions,
especially when they witness the hatching of creatures long extinct.
Human greed and selfishness birth formidable enemies, so the group
must utilize the knowledge and tools of their newfound ‘Ark’ to fight
against these hostile forces and save the dying planet.Ariel, Amir, Abigail,
Gaia, and Ben are the twelve-year-old children of a group of experts in
different fields. While on the Yucatán Peninsula in Mexico, the children
decide to trek to the Kukulkan Pyramid to sate both their scientific and
childlike curiosity. They are soon lost, with Ben being the victim of a
mysterious insect sting and the children having to fend for themselves by
using provisions they brought and some found in the surrounding
environment. What seems like happenstance unlocks the secret entrance
to a mysterious system of caves. In it, they find confusing drawings on
the walls and a vehicle they dub the ‘Lightrino’. When they are reunited
with their parents, they regale them with their findings, much to the
adults’ surprise and astonishment. The group revisits the cave, realizing
that there is a telepathic bond between the caves and themselves.



Further experiments yield even more questions, especially when they
witness the hatching of creatures long extinct. Human greed and
selfishness birth formidable enemies, so the group must utilize the
knowledge and tools of their newfound ‘Ark’ to fight against these hostile
forces and save the dying planet.

I liked how the characters’ roles meshed with each other. Ariel, Gaia, and
Ben were the most memorable, with the first being a little of a
know-it-all, the second a precocious and spiritual woman-in-charge, and
the last taking centre-stage as an emissary. Readers will see where the
knowledge and talents of the parents were passed down to their young.
Frankly, the parents acted more childishly than the actual children did,
bringing equal parts laughter and confusion to me whenever I read their
interactions.

Honestly, I feel as though anyone could glean some knowledge from the
story. I certainly did, as Arko delves into a host of subjects and topics.
Apart from the historical bits about the Mayan tribes, pertaining especially
to their beliefs about Quetzalcoatl, I learnt some handy biology from
crazy Gustav. Also, I’ve always wondered how sea turtles could unerringly
find their way to the sea mere moments after they hatched, but I never
actually took the time to find out how. That question was thankfully
answered by the book.

The possibilities that Arko explored were intriguing. Weinberg tied in the
known with the unknown, switching up prehistoric events in a manner
that made them all the more compelling. The plot largely revolved around
a trope I take great interest in—a hive mind or hyper-connectome.
Though religion did crop up in the story, with some arguably blasphemous
and idolatrous themes present and Daniel, Ariel’s father, notably arguing
that some stories in the Bible were proved true by the mere existence of
the caves, it isn’t cemented in the storyline; therefore, I don’t believe
that it should affect anyone’s reading enjoyment. I can’t say there was
anything about the story that I disliked.

The nature of the errors I found, as well as their relatively small number,
led me to assume that this book has been thoroughly edited. Very little



profane content was present, or any mature content, for that matter. The
story started to get somewhat centred on action near the latter parts of
the book, having the lives of the children and their parents threatened,
animal deaths, and some other marginally violent scenes, though these
don’t get overly gruesome.

I give Arko a rating of 4 out of 4 stars . This book is delightful, subtly
educative, brilliantly written, and an absolute gem. There is no reason it
should not receive a perfect rating. I recommend this book to lovers of
science fiction that has ties with prophecies, mythology, and ancient
history. Young adults are best suited to read this book. People who would
perhaps not enjoy this book are those that prefer stories with primarily
adult-age characters.


