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To begin this report, let’s start with the team project brief:
"Because the Stratford School of Interaction Design and Business is a Faculty
of Arts campus, there are limited opportunities for Global Business and Digital
Arts students to gain valuable experience collaborating with peers from other
faculties (i.e. math, science, engineering, applied health sciences and
environment)"
- By Natalie Quinlan (MDEI Student)

The People, The Campuses, The System
From this brief, we can start to see unfold the ecosystem. The main people begins with
the undergraduate students of the Stratford School of Interaction and Design (University of
Waterloo Stratford Campus), better known as Global Business and Digital Arts (GBDA)
students. Global Business and Digital Art students spend 1 out of 4 years of study in
Waterloo, Ontario then is encouraged to move to Stratford, Ontario full time as majority, if
not, all classes will be held on the University of Waterloo Stratford Campus. Due to this move,
Global Business and Digital Arts students lose their connections they may have formed with
other students in other faculties on the main campus or lose the chance to even create these
connections.
Which brings us to the next contender in the ecosystem, which are the main campus
students. As majority of their time is spent on the main campus, students in other
faculties: Arts, Science, Math, Engineering, Applied Health Science and Environment, rarely
get the chance to meet with Global Business and Digital Arts undergraduates or form
solid relationships, in order to complete this two way relationship between Main Campus
and Global Business and Digital Arts students.
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Statistic wise, Main Campus (excluding Global Business and Digital Arts, Architecture
and Pharmacy students) houses a lot of University of Waterloo Students in comparison to
the Stratford Campus (as shown by the images below, pulled from student head counts on
the University of Waterloo website). The Main campus has over thirty thousand students
whereas Stratford Campus has six hundred students (this number should be less if you do
not consider first years).

Main Campus Fall Terms (2014-2018) student headcount
(excludes GBDA, Pharmacy and Architecture students on
satellite campuses)

GBDA student headcount Fall term (2014-2018)

However, there is more than just students involved in this process. There is a system
in which both major groups of students are intertwined in, that system being the
University system. To put it simply the students involved in this issue all fall under an
umbrella of undergraduate students, along with university (both Main and Stratford) staff:
professors, administration, faculty members, deans and so on. Graduate students also exist
within this system but are not directly involved/mentioned for this issue. Within this system
there are a variety of relationships formed from student to student, students to
faculty and faculty within faculty and so on and so forth.

What is being done?
A question that may be asked is what is currently being done to solve the issue of
lack of relationships between Main Campus and Stratford Campus students? Other than
first year bring in Waterloo, Global Business and Digital Arts students do not spend a lot of
time with main campus students unless they fall within other circumstances. One of the
circumstances being, some students choose to live in Waterloo and commute to Stratford
for their Stratford classes. This method is done by students providing each other with ride
shares to and from the two campuses. Should they live in Waterloo they have a chance
to engage with other main campus students. But, that does not provide everyone with an
equal opportunity as some students do not have readily access to a car or live in Stratford.
Public transportation between Waterloo and Stratford is also too costly for students and is
inefficient.

According to Google Maps, it would take an
hour and 36 minutes to reach the
Stratford Campus from Main Campus and
the best time to leave is 8:56pm at night. If
this method is used, via rail is the only way
into Stratford. This is by public
transportation.

And for Via Rail, it costs $31(Economy) for
one way from Kitchener to Stratford. Not very
cost effective for university students who
already pay high tuition costs.

By driving it should only take 38
minutes, but again not everyone has readily
access to a vehicle or someone that does.

Global Business and Digital Arts have
their own student society called GBDA
society, who operates under Arts
Student Society and University of
Waterloo Student Society; just recently
hosted an event on the main campus,
however, that only encourages GBDA
students to gather and not Main
campus and GBDA students together.
There also clubs present on the
Stratford Campus (total of 6 so far),
however meetings are usually only made
on Stratford Campus and since there is a
"GBDA Café" Post pulled from @gbdasoc on Instagram
divide between where students live, if the
club is held exclusively in Stratford it will most likely be only Stratford campus students
involved. Main campus has over 250 clubs and though GBDA students can get involved, it is
difficult if they live near the Satellite campus and not the Main campus.
Finally, there is one last effort
to connect Stratford and Main
Campus students which is
through transportation. Other
than student carpooling, there
are shuttle buses that run
Monday and Wednesday to
transport students in
Stratford to Waterloo for their
computer science classes, and
in winter term are encouraged
to use the first-year buses that
Post on clubs pulled from @gbdasoc on Instagram
transport students once a
week. Student carpooling is not
always guarantee and buses don’t run all the time.

Has anyone else been successful?
Clearly there is an issue of connection between Stratford Campus and Main Campus,
but University of Waterloo has a total of 3 satellite campuses. What have the other two
Satellite Campuses done? In terms of the Kitchener Campus for Pharmacy, the students
there have access to GRT (Grand River Transit, local Kitchener-Waterloo public transit)
which takes them right to onto main campus. Not to mention, in terms of distance the
Kitchener campus is only 6 km away from Main Campus which is not much of a trek for the
students who attend that satellite campus.

University of Waterloo Cambridge Campus

Architecture students in Cambridge also have
access to GRT, though it is much slower due to a
longer distance (30 km), architecture students
tend to stay on the Cambridge campus. A friend
of mine in that program says he usually spends
most of this time in the studio working on his
projects, usually from morning to night, and
because of the nature of the program being
quite intense he usually does not leave the
Cambridge campus and travel to the main
campus on a regular basis. Similarly being on
satellite campus as GBDA students, he says he
gets close with the student body exclusively in
the program but the city (Cambridge) can get
quiet and lonely at times.

There has not been a great success story for either of
the satellite campuses; Kitchener Pharmacy campus
being so close you could live in Waterloo and
commute to both campuses whenever needed,
Cambridge Architecture being a similar distance
away from main campus as Stratford campus but
still having access to public transit, which is
readily available to connect architecture students
when they wish. Stratford campus students face a
different challenge with more hurdles, that neither
of the other satellite campuses at the University of
Waterloo have to face.
University of Waterloo Kitchener Campus

In conclusion, Stratford campus students (GBDA
undergraduate) students have to face a unique set of hurdles in order to form more
connections with main campus within its own unique ecosystem.

