
MANDARIN IMMERSION PROGRAM
Maryknoll’s Mandarin Immersion Program allows students to learn the 
world’s most widely spoken first language, creating global opportunities 
for educational and career aspirations.

INTRODUCTION TO LANGUAGE IMMERSION

Maryknoll’s Mandarin Immersion Program, the first in Hawaii to take place during 
the school day, gives students the opportunity to receive daily instruction in core 
subjects using a 50/50 model, 50% of each day in Mandarin and 50% in English. 
In addition to developing proficiency in a second language, research shows that 
immersion students achieve the same levels of competence, or better, in academic 
subjects including English, in addition to many cognitive benefits.

Immersion integrates language and content, and is based on the principle that 
language is acquired most effectively when learned in a meaningful social context.  
School curriculum provides a natural basis for second language learning.

Our immersion classrooms will follow the same curriculum as the non-immersion 
classroom:

MANDARIN (50% OF THE DAY) ENGLISH (50% OF THE DAY)

Science
Mandarin Literacy
Math Reinforcement

Math
Language Arts 
Social Studies
Religion
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MANDARIN (50% OF THE DAY) ENGLISH (50% OF THE DAY)

Math
Science
Art
Mandarin Literacy

Language Arts 
(Phonics and Reading)
Social Studies
Religion

BENEFITS

Studies have shown that immersion programs 
develop language fluency and increase students’ 
standardized test scores and critical thinking 
abilities across all academic subjects. Immersion 
results in high academic performance, achieving 
the same, or higher, in high rigor academic 
subjects.  

Students who participate in immersion programs 
for 5-7 years achieve the most benefits, including: 

• Meta-linguistic awareness and reading 
acquisition 

• Strong divergent thinking and problem 
solving skills 

• Increased attention and better memory 
• Greater tolerance and cultural sensitivity 
• Expands college and career potential 
• Improved standardized test performance 
• Better at planning and decision making

FOR MORE INFORMATION

If you have any questions or would like more 

information, please contact: 

MRS. KIMBERLY GONZALEZ

Elementary School Division Head  
kimberly.gonzalez@maryknollschool.org 
(808) 952-7115


