


Welcome to Cypress Bible Church where we 
gather, grow, and go in life-changing worship, 

truth, and mission. We desire to know Jesus and make Him known in 
our community and the nations. 

We are excited that you are here to join us for this sermon series! This 
study can be done individually or in groups. Please contact Jonathan 
Chang (jchang@cbcintl.org) if you are interested in joining one of CBC's 
Grow Groups. We have provided the corresponding Scriptures and use 
the Discovery Bible Study method to dig deeper into His Word.

We hope this series challenges and encourages you on your journey 
with Jesus.
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Jesus is risen! And He has a special 
commission for His followers: be His 

witnesses to the world. With a special Helper guiding their steps, the apostles 
start on the mission to launch the Church which will change billions of lives 
and the entire course of history. We're continuing our exploration into how 
the Church was Launched!
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WEEK 13: SPACE RACE

ACTS 12 NASB
12 Now about that time Herod the king laid hands on some who belonged to the 
church, to do them harm. 2 And he had James the brother of John executed with a 
sword. 3 When he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter as well. 
(Now these were the days of Unleavened Bread.) 4 When he had arrested him, he put 
him in prison, turning him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending only 
after the Passover to bring him before the people. 5 So Peter was kept in the prison, but 
prayer for him was being made to God intensely by the church.

6 On the very night when Herod was about to bring him forward, Peter was sleeping 
between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and guards in front of the door were 
watching over the prison. 7 And behold, an angel of the Lord suddenly stood near Peter, 
and a light shone in the cell; and he struck Peter’s side and woke him, saying, “Get up 
quickly.” And his chains fell off his hands. 8 And the angel said to him, “Put on your belt 
and strap on your sandals.” And he did so. And he said to him, “Wrap your cloak around 
you and follow me.” 9 And he went out and continued to follow, and yet he did not know 
that what was being done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. 
10 Now when they had passed the first and second guard, they came to the iron gate 
that leads into the city, which opened for them by itself; and they went out and went 
along one street, and immediately the angel departed from him. 11 When Peter came to 
himself, he said, “Now I know for sure that the Lord has sent forth His angel and rescued 
me from the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.” 
12 And when he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John, who 
was also called Mark, where many were gathered together and were praying. 13 When 
he knocked at the door of the gate, a slave woman named Rhoda came to answer. 
14 When she recognized Peter’s voice, because of her joy she did not open the gate, 
but ran in and announced that Peter was standing in front of the gate. 15 They said to 
her, “You are out of your mind!” But she kept insisting that it was so. They said, “It is his 
angel.” 16 But Peter continued knocking; and when they had opened the door, they saw
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him and were amazed. 17 But motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he described 
to them how the Lord had led him out of the prison. And he said, “Report these things to 
James and the brothers.” Then he left and went to another place.

18 Now when day came, there was no small disturbance among the soldiers as to what 
could have become of Peter. 19 When Herod had searched for him and had not found 
him, he examined the guards and ordered that they be led away to execution. Then he 
went down from Judea to Caesarea and was spending time there.

20 Now he was very angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon; and with one mind they 
came to him, and having won over Blastus the king’s chamberlain, they were asking 
for peace, because their country was supported with grain from the king’s country. 
21 On an appointed day, after putting on his royal apparel, Herod took his seat on the 
rostrum and began delivering an address to them. 22 The people repeatedly cried out, 
“The voice of a god and not of a man!” 23 And immediately an angel of the Lord struck 
him because he did not give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms and died.

24 But the word of the Lord continued to grow and to be multiplied.

25 And Barnabas and Saul returned when they had fulfilled their mission to Jerusalem, 
taking along with them John, who was also called Mark.
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GROUP COMMITMENTS & PRAYER REQUESTS

DISCOVER

Observation - What does the passage say?

SERMON NOTES

Application – What should I believe/do?

Interpretation – What does it mean?

About God?

About people?

Questions it raises:

Other observations:

Key Ideas:

I am prayerfully committing to...
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WEEK 14: TO THE MOON PART 1

CHECKING IN
Review and share about last week's Application Commitments.

ICE BREAKER
Where is the furthest place you have traveled from home?

ACTS 13:13-52 NASB
13 Now Paul and his companions put out to sea from Paphos and came to Perga in 
Pamphylia; but John left them and returned to Jerusalem. 14 But going on from Perga, 
they arrived at Pisidian Antioch, and on the Sabbath day they went into the synagogue 
and sat down. 15 After the reading of the Law and the Prophets, the synagogue officials 
sent word to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have any word of exhortation for the people, 
say it.” 16 Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand said,

“Men of Israel, and you who fear God, listen: 17 The God of this people Israel chose our 
fathers and made the people great during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with an 
uplifted arm He led them out from it. 18 For a period of about forty years He put up with 
them in the wilderness. 19 When He had destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan, 
He distributed their land as an inheritance—all of which took about 450 years. 20 After 
these things He gave them judges until Samuel the prophet. 21 Then they asked for a 
king, and God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty 
years. 22 After He had removed him, He raised up David to be their king, concerning 
whom He also testified and said, ‘I have found David, the son of Jesse, a man after 
My heart, who will do all My will.’ 23 From the descendants of this man, according to 
promise, God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, 24 after John had proclaimed, before 
His coming, a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. 25 And while John was 
completing his course, he kept saying, ‘What do you suppose that I am? I am not He. 
But behold, one is coming after me, the sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to untie.’

26 “Brothers, sons of Abraham’s family, and those among you who fear God, to us 
the message of this salvation has been sent. 27 For those who live in Jerusalem, and 
their rulers, recognizing neither Him nor the declarations of the prophets which are 
read every Sabbath, fulfilled these by condemning Him. 28 And though they found no 
grounds for putting Him to death, they asked Pilate that He be executed. 29 When they 
had carried out everything that was written concerning Him, they took Him down from 
the cross and laid Him in a tomb. 30 But God raised Him from the dead; 31 and for many
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days He appeared to those who came up with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, the very 
ones who are now His witnesses to the people. 32 And we preach to you the good news 
of the promise made to the fathers, 33 that God has fulfilled this promise to those of 
us who are the descendants by raising Jesus, as it is also written in the second Psalm: 
‘You are My Son; today I have fathered You.’ 34 As for the fact that He raised Him from 
the dead, never again to return to decay, He has spoken in this way: ‘I will give you the 
holy and faithful mercies of David.’ 35 Therefore, He also says in another Psalm: ‘You 
will not allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.’ 36 For David, after he had served God’s 
purpose in his own generation, fell asleep, and was buried among his fathers and 
underwent decay; 37 but He whom God raised did not undergo decay. 38 Therefore let it 
be known to you, brothers, that through Him forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, 
39 and through Him everyone who believes is freed from all things, from which you 
could not be freed through the Law of Moses. 40 Therefore, see that the thing spoken of 
in the Prophets does not come upon you:

41 ‘Look, you scoffers, and be astonished, and perish;
For I am accomplishing a work in your days,
A work which you will never believe, though someone should describe it to you.’”

42 As Paul and Barnabas were going out, the people repeatedly begged to have these 
things spoken to them the next Sabbath. 43 Now when the meeting of the synagogue 
had broken up, many of the Jews and the God-fearing proselytes followed Paul and 
Barnabas, who were speaking to them and urging them to continue in the grace of 
God.

44 The next Sabbath nearly all the city assembled to hear the word of the Lord. 45 But 
when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and began contradicting 
the things spoken by Paul, and were blaspheming. 46 Paul and Barnabas spoke out 
boldly and said, “It was necessary that the word of God be spoken to you first. Since 
you repudiate it and consider yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are 
turning to the Gentiles. 47 For so the Lord has commanded us,

‘I have appointed You as a light to the Gentiles,
That You may bring salvation to the end of the earth.’”

48 When the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the 
Lord; and all who had been appointed to eternal life believed. 49 And the word of the 
Lord was being spread through the whole region. 50 But the Jews incited the devout 
women of prominence and the leading men of the city, and instigated a persecution 
against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their region. 51 But they shook off the 
dust from their feet in protest against them and went to Iconium. 52 And the disciples 
were continually filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.
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GROUP COMMITMENTS & PRAYER REQUESTS

DISCOVER

Observation - What does the passage say?

SERMON NOTES

Application – What should I believe/do?

Interpretation – What does it mean?

About God?

About people?

Questions it raises:

Other observations:

Key Ideas:

I am prayerfully committing to...
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WEEK 15: TO THE MOON PART 2

CHECKING IN
Review and share about last week's Application Commitments.

ICE BREAKER
Where would you like to visit that you have not already traveled to? Why?

ACTS 14 NASB
14 In Iconium they entered the synagogue of the Jews together, and spoke in such 
a way that a large number of people believed, both of Jews and of Greeks. 2 But the 
unbelieving Jews stirred up the minds of the Gentiles and embittered them against the 
brothers. 3 Therefore they spent a long time there speaking boldly with reliance upon 
the Lord, who was testifying to the word of His grace, granting that signs and wonders 
be performed by their hands. 4 But the people of the city were divided; and some sided 
with the Jews, while others, with the apostles. 5 And when an attempt was made by 
both the Gentiles and the Jews with their rulers, to treat them abusively and to stone 
them, 6 they became aware of it and fled to the cities of Lycaonia, Lystra and Derbe, 
and the surrounding region; 7 and there they continued to preach the gospel.

8 In Lystra a man was sitting whose feet were incapacitated. He had been disabled 
from his mother’s womb, and had never walked. 9 This man was listening to Paul as he 
spoke. Paul looked at him intently and saw that he had faith to be made well, 10 and he 
said with a loud voice, “Stand upright on your feet!” And the man leaped up and began 
to walk. 11 When the crowds saw what Paul had done, they raised their voice, saying in 
the Lycaonian language, “The gods have become like men and have come down to 
us!” 12 And they began calling Barnabas, Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, since he was the chief 
speaker. 13 Moreover, the priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, brought 
oxen and garlands to the gates, and wanted to offer sacrifice with the crowds. 14 But 
when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard about it, they tore their robes and rushed 
out into the crowd, crying out 15 and saying, “Men, why are you doing these things? We 
are also men, of the same nature as you, preaching the gospel to you, to turn from 
these useless things to a living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea, 
and everything that is in them. 16 In past generations He permitted all the nations to go 
their own ways; 17 yet He did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did good and 
gave you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and 
gladness.” 18 And even by saying these things, only with difficulty did they restrain the 
crowds from offering sacrifices to them.
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19 But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having won over the crowds, they 
stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, thinking that he was dead. 20 But while the 
disciples stood around him, he got up and entered the city. The next day he left with 
Barnabas for Derbe. 21 And after they had preached the gospel to that city and had 
made a good number of disciples, they returned to Lystra, to Iconium, and to Antioch, 
22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, 
and saying, “It is through many tribulations that we must enter the kingdom of God.” 
23 When they had appointed elders for them in every church, having prayed with 
fasting, they entrusted them to the Lord in whom they had believed.

24 They passed through Pisidia and came into Pamphylia. 25 When they had spoken the 
word in Perga, they went down to Attalia. 26 From there they sailed to Antioch, where 
they had been entrusted to the grace of God for the work that they had accomplished. 
27 When they had arrived and gathered the church together, they began to report all 
the things that God had done with them and how He had opened a door of faith to the 
Gentiles. 28 And they spent a long time with the disciples.
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GROUP COMMITMENTS & PRAYER REQUESTS

DISCOVER

Observation - What does the passage say?

SERMON NOTES

Application – What should I believe/do?

Interpretation – What does it mean?

About God?

About people?

Questions it raises:

Other observations:

Key Ideas:

I am prayerfully committing to...
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WEEK 16: MISSION DEBRIEF

ACTS 15:1-34 NASB
15 Some men came down from Judea and began teaching the brothers, “Unless you 
are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 
2 And after Paul and Barnabas had a heated argument and debate with them, the 
brothers determined that Paul and Barnabas and some others of them should go up to 
Jerusalem to the apostles and elders concerning this issue. 3 Therefore, after being sent 
on their way by the church, they were passing through both Phoenicia and Samaria, 
describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and they were bringing great joy to 
all the brothers and sisters. 4 When they arrived in Jerusalem, they were received by 
the church, the apostles, and the elders, and they reported all that God had done with 
them. 5 But some of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed stood up, saying, “It is 
necessary to circumcise them and to direct them to keep the Law of Moses.”

6 The apostles and the elders came together to look into this matter. 7 After there had 
been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “Brothers, you know that in the 
early days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles would 
hear the word of the gospel and believe. 8 And God, who knows the heart, testified to 
them giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He also did to us; 9 and He made no distinction 
between us and them, cleansing their hearts by faith. 10 Since this is the case, why are 
you putting God to the test by placing upon the neck of the disciples a yoke which 
neither our forefathers nor we have been able to bear? 11 But we believe that we are 
saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way as they also are.”

12 All the people kept silent, and they were listening to Barnabas and Paul as they 
were relating all the signs and wonders that God had done through them among the 
Gentiles.

13 After they stopped speaking, James responded, saying, “Brothers, listen to me. 
14 Simeon has described how God first concerned Himself about taking a people for His

CHECKING IN
Review and share about last week's Application Commitments.

ICE BREAKER
What is a rule everyone in your family or household follows?
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name from among the Gentiles. 15 The words of the Prophets agree with this, just as it is 
written:

16 ‘After these things I will return,
And I will rebuild the fallen tabernacle of David,
And I will rebuild its ruins,
And I will restore it,
17 So that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord,
And all the Gentiles who are called by My name,’
18 Says the Lord, who makes these things known from long ago.

19 Therefore, it is my judgment that we do not cause trouble for those from the Gentiles 
who are turning to God, 20 but that we write to them that they abstain from things 
contaminated by idols, from acts of sexual immorality, from what has been strangled, 
and from blood. 21 For from ancient generations Moses has those who preach him in 
every city, since he is read in the synagogues every Sabbath.”

22 Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, to 
choose men from among them to send to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas: Judas who 
was called Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men among the brothers, 23 and they sent 
this letter with them:

“The apostles and the brothers who are elders, to the brothers and sisters in 
Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia who are from the Gentiles: Greetings.

24 Since we have heard that some of our number to whom we gave no instruction 
have confused you by their teaching, upsetting your souls, 25 it seemed good to 
us, having become of one mind, to select men to send to you with our beloved 
Barnabas and Paul, 26 men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
27 Therefore, we have sent Judas and Silas, who themselves will also report the 
same things by word of mouth. 28 For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us 
to lay upon you no greater burden than these essentials: 29 that you abstain from 
things sacrificed to idols, from blood, from things strangled, and from acts of 
sexual immorality; if you keep yourselves free from such things, you will do well. 
Farewell.”

30 So when they were sent away, they went down to Antioch; and after gathering the 
congregation together, they delivered the letter. 31 When they had read it, they rejoiced 
because of its encouragement. 32 Judas and Silas, also being prophets themselves, 
encouraged and strengthened the brothers and sisters with a lengthy message. 
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33 After they had spent time there, they were sent away from the brothers and sisters in 
peace to those who had sent them out. 34 But it seemed good to Silas to remain there.
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GROUP COMMITMENTS & PRAYER REQUESTS

DISCOVER

Observation - What does the passage say?

SERMON NOTES

Application – What should I believe/do?

Interpretation – What does it mean?

About God?

About people?

Questions it raises:

Other observations:

Key Ideas:

I am prayerfully committing to...
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ADDITIONAL NOTES



16 ACTS 12-15

ADDITIONAL NOTES
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LOOKING BACK

Week 13 - Space Race (Acts 12)

Week 15 - To the Moon Part 2 (Acts 14)
Week 14 - To the Moon Part 1 (Acts 13:13-52)

As you reflect over the series, consider how each of the topics has impacted you.

Review your Application Commitments. Which ones will be ongoing for you?

How has your understanding and perspective of Jesus grown?

How do you specifically see God leading you in the journey to becoming more like Jesus?

How has being in a group with others benefitted you?

Week 16 - Mission Debrief (Acts 15:1-34)
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