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Jesus is risen! And He has a special 
commission for His followers: be His 

witnesses to the world. With a special Helper guiding their steps, the apostles 
start on the mission to launch the Church which will change billions of lives 
and the entire course of history. During this nine-week series, we're going 
back to our roots and taking a look at how the Church was Launched!
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WEEK 1: ALL SYSTEMS GO

ACTS 1
1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 
2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy 
Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them after 
his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about 
the kingdom of God.

4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but 
to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 
now.”

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore 
the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that 
the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he had said these things, as they 
were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while 
they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white 
robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, 
who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go 
into heaven.”

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away. 13 And when they had entered, they went up 
to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, 
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon 
the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14 All these with one accord were devoting 
themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his 
brothers.

INTRODUCTIONS
Introduce yourself –name, family members, and what you hope to get out of this study.

ICE BREAKER
What is something you have had to wait for? How did it feel to wait?
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15 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in 
all about 120) and said, 16 “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy 
Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became 
a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17 For he was numbered among us and was 
allotted his share in this ministry.” 18 (Now this man acquired a field with the reward of 
his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels 
gushed out. 19 And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field 
was called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20 “For it is written in 
the Book of Psalms,

“‘May his camp become desolate,
    and let there be no one to dwell in it’;

and
“‘Let another take his office.’

21 So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus 
went in and out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day when 
he was taken up from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his 
resurrection.” 23 And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also 
called Justus, and Matthias. 24 And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the 
hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen 25 to take the place in this 
ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26 And 
they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the 
eleven apostles.
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GROUP COMMITMENTS & PRAYER REQUESTS

DISCOVER

Observation - What does the passage say?

SERMON NOTES

Application – What should I believe/do?

Interpretation – What does it mean?

About God?

About people?

Questions it raises

Other observations

Key Ideas

I am prayerfully committing to...
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WEEK 2: LIFTOFF!

CHECKING IN
Review and share about last week's Application Commitments.

ICE BREAKER
If you could speak another language, what would it be and why?

ACTS 2
2 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came 
from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 
3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.

5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. 6 And at this 
sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing them 
speak in his own language. 7 And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? 9 Parthians and 
Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia 
and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11 both Jews 
and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of 
God.” 12 And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others 
mocking said, “They are filled with new wine.”

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all 
who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. 15 For these people are not 
drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. 16 But this is what was uttered through the 
prophet Joel:

17 “‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
    and your young men shall see visions,
    and your old men shall dream dreams;
18 even on my male servants and female servants
    in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy.
19 And I will show wonders in the heavens above
    and signs on the earth below,
    blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke;
20 the sun shall be turned to darkness
    and the moon to blood,
    before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day.
21 And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’
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22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works 
and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know— 23 this Jesus, 
delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the 
hands of lawless men. 24 God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for 
him to be held by it. 25 For David says concerning him,

“‘I saw the Lord always before me,
    for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken;
26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
    my flesh also will dwell in hope.
27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,
    or let your Holy One see corruption.
28 You have made known to me the paths of life;
    you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’

29 “Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died and was 
buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had 
sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants on his throne, 31 he foresaw and 
spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see 
corruption. 32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted at the 
right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out 
this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. 34 For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he 
himself says,

“‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand,

35 until I make your enemies your footstool.”’

36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this 
Jesus whom you crucified.”

37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 
“Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For 
the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God 
calls to himself.” 40 And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, 
“Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41 So those who received his word were baptized, and 
there were added that day about three thousand souls.

42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done 
through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they 
were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 
46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their 
food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number day by day those who were being saved.
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GROUP COMMITMENTS & PRAYER REQUESTS

DISCOVER

Observation - What does the passage say?

SERMON NOTES

Application – What should I believe/do?

Interpretation – What does it mean?

About God?

About people?

Questions it raises

Other observations

Key Ideas

I am prayerfully committing to...
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WEEK 3: GRAVITY

CHECKING IN
Review and share about last week's Application Commitments.

ICE BREAKER
Talk about a time that someone blocked your goal. How did you respond?

ACTS 4:1-20
4 And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple 
and the Sadducees came upon them, 2 greatly annoyed because they were teaching 
the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3 And they 
arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. 
4 But many of those who had heard the word believed, and the number of the men 
came to about five thousand.
5 On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, 
6 with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were 
of the high-priestly family. 7 And when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, 
“By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy 
Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9 if we are being examined today 
concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been 
healed, 10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by 
him this man is standing before you well. 11 This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by 
you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 12 And there is salvation in no one 
else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be 
saved.”
13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were 
uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had 
been with Jesus. 14 But seeing the man who was healed standing beside them, they 
had nothing to say in opposition. 15 But when they had commanded them to leave 
the council, they conferred with one another, 16 saying, “What shall we do with these 
men? For that a notable sign has been performed through them is evident to all the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17 But in order that it may spread no 
further among the people, let us warn them to speak no more to anyone in this name.” 
18 So they called them and charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of 
Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to 
listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, 20 for we cannot but speak of what we 
have seen and heard.”
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GROUP COMMITMENTS & PRAYER REQUESTS

DISCOVER

Observation - What does the passage say?

SERMON NOTES

Application – What should I believe/do?

Interpretation – What does it mean?

About God?

About people?

Questions it raises

Other observations

Key Ideas

I am prayerfully committing to...
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WEEK 4: HOUSTON, WE HAVE A PROBLEM!

ACTS 4:32-5:11
32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 
said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything 
in common. 33 And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a 
needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them 
and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35 and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it 
was distributed to each as any had need. 36 Thus Joseph, who was also called by the 
apostles Barnabas (which means son of encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, 
37 sold a field that belonged to him and brought the money and laid it at the apostles' 
feet.

5 But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property, 2 and 
with his wife's knowledge he kept back for himself some of the proceeds and brought 
only a part of it and laid it at the apostles' feet. 3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has 
Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the 
proceeds of the land? 4 While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after 
it was sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived this deed in 
your heart? You have not lied to man but to God.” 5 When Ananias heard these words, 
he fell down and breathed his last. And great fear came upon all who heard of it. 6 The 
young men rose and wrapped him up and carried him out and buried him.

7 After an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing what had 
happened. 
8 And Peter said to her, “Tell me whether you sold the land for so much.” And she said, 
“Yes, for so much.” 9 But Peter said to her, “How is it that you have agreed together to 
test the Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the feet of those who have buried your husband are 
at the door, and they will carry you out.” 10 Immediately she fell down at his feet and 
breathed her last. When the young men came in they found her dead, and they carried 
her out and buried her beside her husband. 11 And great fear came upon the whole 
church and upon all who heard of these things.

CHECKING IN
Review and share about last week's Application Commitments.

ICE BREAKER
Talk about a time when you deceived someone and got away with it. How did you feel afterwards?
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GROUP COMMITMENTS & PRAYER REQUESTS

DISCOVER

Observation - What does the passage say?

SERMON NOTES

Application – What should I believe/do?

Interpretation – What does it mean?

About God?

About people?

Questions it raises

Other observations

Key Ideas

I am prayerfully committing to...
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WEEK 5: ONE SMALL STEP

CHECKING IN
Review and share about last week's Application Commitments.

ICE BREAKER
Have you ever faced opposition in your faith? What was it like?

ACTS 5:12-42
12 Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the hands 
of the apostles. And they were all together in Solomon's Portico. 13 None of the rest 
dared join them, but the people held them in high esteem. 14 And more than ever 
believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, 15 so that they 
even carried out the sick into the streets and laid them on cots and mats, that as Peter 
came by at least his shadow might fall on some of them. 16 The people also gathered 
from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted with unclean 
spirits, and they were all healed.

17 But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, the party of the 
Sadducees), and filled with jealousy 18 they arrested the apostles and put them in the 
public prison. 19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and 
brought them out, and said, 20 “Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all 
the words of this Life.” 21 And when they heard this, they entered the temple at daybreak 
and began to teach.

Now when the high priest came, and those who were with him, they called together 
the council, all the senate of the people of Israel, and sent to the prison to have 
them brought. 22 But when the officers came, they did not find them in the prison, so 
they returned and reported, 23 “We found the prison securely locked and the guards 
standing at the doors, but when we opened them we found no one inside.” 24 Now 
when the captain of the temple and the chief priests heard these words, they were 
greatly perplexed about them, wondering what this would come to. 25 And someone 
came and told them, “Look! The men whom you put in prison are standing in the 
temple and teaching the people.” 26 Then the captain with the officers went and 
brought them, but not by force, for they were afraid of being stoned by the people.

27 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high 
priest questioned them, 28 saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, 
yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to bring this 
man's blood upon us.”
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29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. 
30 The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 
31 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel 
and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy 
Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”

33 When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. 34 But a Pharisee in 
the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, stood 
up and gave orders to put the men outside for a little while. 35 And he said to them, 
“Men of Israel, take care what you are about to do with these men. 36 For before these 
days Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four 
hundred, joined him. He was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and came 
to nothing. 37 After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and drew 
away some of the people after him. He too perished, and all who followed him were 
scattered. 38 So in the present case I tell you, keep away from these men and let them 
alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; 39 but if it is of God, you will 
not be able to overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!” So they took 
his advice, 40 and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged 
them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 Then they left the presence 
of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. 
42 And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching 
and preaching that the Christ is Jesus.
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GROUP COMMITMENTS & PRAYER REQUESTS

DISCOVER

Observation - What does the passage say?

SERMON NOTES

Application – What should I believe/do?

Interpretation – What does it mean?

About God?

About people?

Questions it raises

Other observations

Key Ideas

I am prayerfully committing to...
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WEEK 6: ONE GIANT LEAP

CHECKING IN
Review and share about last week's Application Commitments.

ICE BREAKER
What are groups of people that you feel get overlooked by society or the church? 

ACTS 6:1-7
6 Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the 
Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in 
the daily distribution. 2 And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and 
said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 
3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the 
Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 4 But we will devote ourselves 
to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 And what they said pleased the whole 
gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, 
and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of 
Antioch. 6 These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on 
them.

7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples 
multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to 
the faith.
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GROUP COMMITMENTS & PRAYER REQUESTS

DISCOVER

Observation - What does the passage say?

SERMON NOTES

Application – What should I believe/do?

Interpretation – What does it mean?

About God?

About people?

Questions it raises

Other observations

Key Ideas

I am prayerfully committing to...
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WEEK 7: STAY THE COURSE

CHECKING IN
Review and share about last week's Application Commitments.

ICE BREAKER
What kind of opposition do Christians face today?

ACTS 6:8-8:3
8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among 
the people. 9 Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen 
(as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from 
Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. 10 But they could not withstand the 
wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking. 11 Then they secretly instigated men 
who said, “We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.” 
12 And they stirred up the people and the elders and the scribes, and they came 
upon him and seized him and brought him before the council, 13 and they set up false 
witnesses who said, “This man never ceases to speak words against this holy place and 
the law, 14 for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place 
and will change the customs that Moses delivered to us.” 15 And gazing at him, all who 
sat in the council saw that his face was like the face of an angel.

7 And the high priest said, “Are these things so?” 2 And Stephen said:

“Brothers and fathers, hear me. The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when 
he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, 3 and said to him, ‘Go out from your 
land and from your kindred and go into the land that I will show you.’ 4 Then he went 
out from the land of the Chaldeans and lived in Haran. And after his father died, God 
removed him from there into this land in which you are now living. 5 Yet he gave him no 
inheritance in it, not even a foot's length, but promised to give it to him as a possession 
and to his offspring after him, though he had no child. 6 And God spoke to this effect—
that his offspring would be sojourners in a land belonging to others, who would enslave 
them and afflict them four hundred years. 7 ‘But I will judge the nation that they serve,’ 
said God, ‘and after that they shall come out and worship me in this place.’ 8 And he 
gave him the covenant of circumcision. And so Abraham became the father of Isaac, 
and circumcised him on the eighth day, and Isaac became the father of Jacob, and 
Jacob of the twelve patriarchs.

9 “And the patriarchs, jealous of Joseph, sold him into Egypt; but God was with him
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10 and rescued him out of all his afflictions and gave him favor and wisdom before 
Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who made him ruler over Egypt and over all his household. 
11 Now there came a famine throughout all Egypt and Canaan, and great affliction, 
and our fathers could find no food. 12 But when Jacob heard that there was grain in 
Egypt, he sent out our fathers on their first visit. 13 And on the second visit Joseph made 
himself known to his brothers, and Joseph's family became known to Pharaoh. 14 And 
Joseph sent and summoned Jacob his father and all his kindred, seventy-five persons 
in all. 15 And Jacob went down into Egypt, and he died, he and our fathers, 16 and they 
were carried back to Shechem and laid in the tomb that Abraham had bought for a 
sum of silver from the sons of Hamor in Shechem.

17 “But as the time of the promise drew near, which God had granted to Abraham, the 
people increased and multiplied in Egypt 18 until there arose over Egypt another king 
who did not know Joseph. 19 He dealt shrewdly with our race and forced our fathers 
to expose their infants, so that they would not be kept alive. 20 At this time Moses was 
born; and he was beautiful in God's sight. And he was brought up for three months in 
his father's house, 21 and when he was exposed, Pharaoh's daughter adopted him and 
brought him up as her own son. 22 And Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the 
Egyptians, and he was mighty in his words and deeds.

23 “When he was forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brothers, the children 
of Israel. 24 And seeing one of them being wronged, he defended the oppressed man 
and avenged him by striking down the Egyptian. 25 He supposed that his brothers 
would understand that God was giving them salvation by his hand, but they did not 
understand. 26 And on the following day he appeared to them as they were quarreling 
and tried to reconcile them, saying, ‘Men, you are brothers. Why do you wrong each 
other?’ 27 But the man who was wronging his neighbor thrust him aside, saying, ‘Who 
made you a ruler and a judge over us? 28 Do you want to kill me as you killed the 
Egyptian yesterday?’ 29 At this retort Moses fled and became an exile in the land of 
Midian, where he became the father of two sons.

30 “Now when forty years had passed, an angel appeared to him in the wilderness of 
Mount Sinai, in a flame of fire in a bush. 31 When Moses saw it, he was amazed at the 
sight, and as he drew near to look, there came the voice of the Lord: 32 ‘I am the God of 
your fathers, the God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob.’ And Moses trembled and 
did not dare to look. 33 Then the Lord said to him, ‘Take off the sandals from your feet, 
for the place where you are standing is holy ground. 34 I have surely seen the affliction 
of my people who are in Egypt, and have heard their groaning, and I have come down 
to deliver them. And now come, I will send you to Egypt.’

35 “This Moses, whom they rejected, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?’—this 
man God sent as both ruler and redeemer by the hand of the angel who appeared to 
him in the bush. 36 This man led them out, performing wonders and signs in Egypt and
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at the Red Sea and in the wilderness for forty years. 37 This is the Moses who said to the 
Israelites, ‘God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers.’ 38 This is the 
one who was in the congregation in the wilderness with the angel who spoke to him at 
Mount Sinai, and with our fathers. He received living oracles to give to us. 39 Our fathers 
refused to obey him, but thrust him aside, and in their hearts they turned to Egypt, 40 
saying to Aaron, ‘Make for us gods who will go before us. As for this Moses who led us 
out from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.’ 41 And they made 
a calf in those days, and offered a sacrifice to the idol and were rejoicing in the works 
of their hands. 42 But God turned away and gave them over to worship the host of 
heaven, as it is written in the book of the prophets:

“‘Did you bring to me slain beasts and sacrifices,
    during the forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel?
43 You took up the tent of Moloch
    and the star of your god Rephan,
    the images that you made to worship;
and I will send you into exile beyond Babylon.’

44 “Our fathers had the tent of witness in the wilderness, just as he who spoke to Moses 
directed him to make it, according to the pattern that he had seen. 45 Our fathers in 
turn brought it in with Joshua when they dispossessed the nations that God drove out 
before our fathers. So it was until the days of David, 
46 who found favor in the sight of God and asked to find a dwelling place for the God of 
Jacob.

47 But it was Solomon who built a house for him. 48 Yet the Most High does not dwell in 
houses made by hands, as the prophet says,

49 “‘Heaven is my throne,
    and the earth is my footstool.
What kind of house will you build for me, says the Lord,
    or what is the place of my rest?
50 Did not my hand make all these things?’

51 “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the 
Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of the prophets did your fathers 
not persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the 
Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 53 you who received the 
law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.”

54 Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth 
at him. 55 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens 
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opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57 But they cried out 
with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. 
58 Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down 
their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 And as they were stoning 
Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 And falling to his knees he 
cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had 
said this, he fell asleep.

8 And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on that day a great persecution 
against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions 
of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 Devout men buried Stephen and made 
great lamentation over him. 3 But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house 
after house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to prison.
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GROUP COMMITMENTS & PRAYER REQUESTS

DISCOVER

Observation - What does the passage say?

SERMON NOTES

Application – What should I believe/do?

Interpretation – What does it mean?

About God?

About people?

Questions it raises

Other observations

Key Ideas

I am prayerfully committing to...
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WEEK 8: ENCOUNTER

CHECKING IN
Review and share about last week's Application Commitments.

ICE BREAKER
Think about a time when two people responded very differently to news that 
was given. What influenced their responses?

ACTS 8:4-40
4 Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word. 5 Philip went down 
to the city of Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ. 6 And the crowds with one 
accord paid attention to what was being said by Philip, when they heard him and saw 
the signs that he did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying out with a loud voice, came out of 
many who had them, and many who were paralyzed or lame were healed. 8 So there 
was much joy in that city.

9 But there was a man named Simon, who had previously practiced magic in the city 
and amazed the people of Samaria, saying that he himself was somebody great. 10 
They all paid attention to him, from the least to the greatest, saying, “This man is the 
power of God that is called Great.” 11 And they paid attention to him because for a 
long time he had amazed them with his magic. 12 But when they believed Philip as he 
preached good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they 
were baptized, both men and women. 13 Even Simon himself believed, and after being 
baptized he continued with Philip. And seeing signs and great miracles performed, he 
was amazed.

14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of 
God, they sent to them Peter and John, 15 who came down and prayed for them that 
they might receive the Holy Spirit, 16 for he had not yet fallen on any of them, but they 
had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then they laid their hands 
on them and they received the Holy Spirit. 18 Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was 
given through the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money, 19 saying, 
“Give me this power also, so that anyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy 
Spirit.” 20 But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought 
you could obtain the gift of God with money! 21 You have neither part nor lot in this 
matter, for your heart is not right before God. 22 Repent, therefore, of this wickedness 
of yours, and pray to the Lord that, if possible, the intent of your heart may be forgiven 
you. 23 For I see that you are in the gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity.” 24 And 
Simon answered, “Pray for me to the Lord, that nothing of what you have said may 
come upon me.”
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25 Now when they had testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they returned to 
Jerusalem, preaching the gospel to many villages of the Samaritans. 

26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road 
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27 And he rose and 
went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of 
the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to 
worship 28 and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet 
Isaiah. 29 And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 30 So Philip ran to 
him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what 
you are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he 
invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage of the Scripture that he 
was reading was this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
    and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
    so he opens not his mouth.
33 In his humiliation justice was denied him.
    Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”

34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, 
about himself or about someone else?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning 
with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 36 And as they were going 
along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! 
What prevents me from being baptized?” 37 And Philip said, “If you believe with all your 
heart, you may.” And he replied, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 38 And he 
commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and 
the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39 And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit 
of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 
rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached 
the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
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GROUP COMMITMENTS & PRAYER REQUESTS

DISCOVER

Observation - What does the passage say?

SERMON NOTES

Application – What should I believe/do?

Interpretation – What does it mean?

About God?

About people?

Questions it raises

Other observations

Key Ideas

I am prayerfully committing to...
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WEEK 9: CHANGE THE COURSE

CHECKING IN
Review and share about last week's Application Commitments.

ICE BREAKER
Who is someone you would never expect to follow Jesus and share the gospel with others?

ACTS 9:1-31
9 But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went 
to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that 
if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to 
Jerusalem. 3 Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly 
a light from heaven shone around him. 4 And falling to the ground, he heard a voice 
saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 5 And he said, “Who are you, 
Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But rise and enter the 
city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7 The men who were traveling with him 
stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 8 Saul rose from the ground, 
and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and 
brought him into Damascus. 9 And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate 
nor drank.

10 Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a 
vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go 
to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named 
Saul, for behold, he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias 
come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias 
answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done 
to your saints at Jerusalem. 14 And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind 
all who call on your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument 
of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. 
16 For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17 So Ananias 
departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, 
the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me so 
that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately 
something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and 
was baptized; 19 and taking food, he was strengthened. For some days he was with the 
disciples at Damascus. 20 And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, 
saying, “He is the Son of God.” 21 And all who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not
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this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon this name? And 
has he not come here for this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests?” 
22 But Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who lived in 
Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ.

23 When many days had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him, 24 but their plot became 
known to Saul. They were watching the gates day and night in order to kill him, 
25 but his disciples took him by night and let him down through an opening in the wall, 
lowering him in a basket.

26 And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples. And they 
were all afraid of him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas 
took him and brought him to the apostles and declared to them how on the road he 
had seen the Lord, who spoke to him, and how at Damascus he had preached boldly 
in the name of Jesus. 28 So he went in and out among them at Jerusalem, preaching 
boldly in the name of the Lord. 29 And he spoke and disputed against the Hellenists. But 
they were seeking to kill him. 30 And when the brothers learned this, they brought him 
down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus.

31 So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was 
being built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it 
multiplied.
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GROUP COMMITMENTS & PRAYER REQUESTS

DISCOVER

Observation - What does the passage say?

SERMON NOTES

Application – What should I believe/do?

Interpretation – What does it mean?

About God?

About people?

Questions it raises

Other observations

Key Ideas

I am prayerfully committing to...
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ADDITIONAL NOTES
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LOOKING BACK

6. One Giant Leap (Acts 6:1-7)

4. Houston, We Have a Problem! (Acts 4:32-5:11)

1. All Systems Go (Acts 1)

5. One Small Step (Acts 5:12-42)

3. Gravity (Acts 4:1-20)
2. Liftoff! (Acts 2)

As you reflect over the series, consider how each of the topics has impacted you.

Review your Application Commitments. Which ones will be ongoing for you?

How has your understanding and perspective of Jesus grown?

How do you specifically see God leading you in the journey to becoming more like Jesus?

How has being in a group with others benefitted you?

7. Stay the Course (Acts 6:8-8:3)

9. Change the Course (Acts 9:1-31)
8. Encounter (Acts 8:4-40)
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