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New to the Newsletter? The BiWeekly TAKE is SURJ Santa Maria’s Newsletter. It appears every 

other week and this is Volume 2, Issue 8. Previous issues available upon request. 

Website 
surjsantamaria.org 

To contact SURJ Santa Maria please send an email to: surjsantamaria@gmail.com

Please visit our FaceBook Page 

Join us now on Instagram! 

Use this link to find out more about the national organization SURJ
Thanks for reading!

We welcome new members and interested persons serious about 
exploring their own white privilege! Join by contacting us at the email 

address above. 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The BiWeekly TAKE  |   Thoughtful Action, Kindness and   

Engagement 

http://surjsantamaria.org
mailto:surjsantamaria@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Showing-Up-for-Racial-Justice-Santa-Maria-103239198085805
https://www.instagram.com/surj_sm/
https://www.showingupforracialjustice.org/
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Earth Day is April 
22nd. 
 

Daunte Wright, 
20 years old 
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What’s New 

In an effort to evolve, hopefully into something 
better, you will be noticing subtle changes to the 
newsletter in the coming months. More 
importantly and mostly behind the scenes, our 
SURJ chapter will be going through some 
changes as well. We now have a beautiful 
website - (thank you Cliff Solomon!), and we also 
have an Instagram account - (thank you Staci 
Curry!). 

As members our involvement is critical for the 
outcome of racial equity and justice that we all 
hope to see. The founders will do their best to 
provide you with opportunities to do so. Check 
the TAKE Action section and please do whatever 
you can whenever you can - your actions count! 

This Issue Includes: 

• TAKE Action - Get Involved! 

• Members Taking Action 

• Local Announcements/Chapter News 

• On the Inter/National Front 

• Resources, Reading & Listening 
Material 

• A Final TAKE

https://www.cnn.com/2021/04/12/us/brooklyn-center-minnesota-police-shooting/index.html
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TAKE Action - Get Involved! 

CAUSE has finalized its events for a May Day event which in Santa 
Maria means celebrating and honoring Immigrants and Farmworkers for 
their contributions to our area. As one of our *Accountability Partners, 
SURJ Santa Maria is calling all members to help CAUSE by participating 
in a celebratory caravan on May 1, 2021 at 12:00PM. In addition prior to 
the event (time tbd), CAUSE needs our help in assembling PPE 
packages to be handed out to Immigrants and Farmworkers. If you speak 
Spanish, CAUSE can also use you to help distribute the packages at 
3:00PM on May 1. Please contact Rebeca Garcia at 805-825-6975 or 
rebeca@causenow.org if you would like to volunteer. 

*Learn more about what an Accountability Partner is in SURJ. 

CAUSE is also asking for our support in its efforts to expand and improve 
the levee trail in Santa Maria. The county is currently working on a Santa 
Barbara County Recreation Master Plan. Please take their survey so you 
have a say in what recreation in the county looks like. 

Soon the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors will be holding 
their annual Truth Act Forum where the Sheriff’s Department must 
publicly disclose how they collaborate with I.C.E. CAUSE will be looking 
for support at this meeting. Watch for updates. 

The next Santa Maria City Council meeting will be held Tuesday, April 
20, 2021 at 5:30PM. A User Fee public hearing is scheduled at that time. 

The Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors will also meet on 
Tuesday, April 20, 2021, beginning at 9:00AM. An agenda is not yet 
available. Click here for all meeting dates for 2021. Click here for 
instructions on the hearing process and how to participate. 

If you would like to volunteer to be a driver for those that need one to 
make it to their vaccination appointments, Drivers Listos is providing that 
opportunity in Santa Maria. It is also once again offering rides to doctor’s 
appointments in Santa Barbara (see the flyer at the end of the 
newsletter). Contact Pam Gates at pamegates@yahoo.com if you need 
more information. 
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mailto:rebeca@causenow.org
https://www.showingupforracialjustice.org/surj-values.html
https://www.sbcrecplan.com/
https://cityofsantamaria.civicweb.net/Portal/MeetingInformation.aspx?Org=Cal&Id=636
http://www.countyofsb.org/bos/asset.c/517
http://www.countyofsb.org/bos/hearingprocess.sbc
mailto:pamegates@yahoo.com
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The County of Santa Barbara Citizens Independent Redistricting 
Commission wants your involvement! Make sure your organization is on 
the list for outreach, view agendas or read the minutes from previous 
meetings. All of this can be found here. Also, YouTube has a video of the 
April 7 meeting. 

Members Taking Action 

As each of us learns how to continuously work towards becoming anti-
racist internally, we are also learning how to fight racism externally in our 
daily lives. In this section I’d like to mention some action taken by a 
member or members to fight against racism. This isn’t to pat anyone on 
the back but to show other members that anti-racism can be done in big 
and small ways, dramatic or not so dramatic. Please contribute 
something you’ve done or that you know someone else has done. 

• In March, CAUSE put out an ask for people to help with interpretation at a 
vaccination site. One of our members volunteered and continued to do so 
at future vaccinations. 

• Another member recently made public comments to the County Board of 
Supervisors in support of a resolution that stated racism to be a public 
health crisis in addition to taking more direct actions agains systemic racism 
(the resolution passed). 

L ocal Announcements/Chapter News: 

Date Change! SURJ Santa Maria’s next General Meeting will be held on 
Thursday, April 29 at 6:30PM. Special guest Dr. Lata Murti will be 
telling her story and conducting a workshop on Cultural Humility. We are 
extremely fortunate to have Dr. Murti conduct this special workshop for 
us; please make every effort to attend! Read about Dr. Murti at the end of 
the newsletter. 

The next Steering Committee Meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 
13, at 6:30PM. Contact Sara Macdonald at ladysaraleem@gmail.com if 
you need an agenda. 
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https://countyofsb.org/redistricting.sbc
https://youtu.be/kb2IUAt4D0s
https://youtu.be/kb2IUAt4D0s
https://www.independent.com/2021/04/07/supervisors-pass-resolution-racism-is-a-public-health-crisis/
mailto:ladysaraleem@gmail.com
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SURJ Santa Maria’s Book Group is set to meet again to discuss its 3rd 
book, “What I found In A Thousand Towns” by author and songwriter, Dar 
Williams. Thanks to Staci Curry, Dar Williams herself will be joining the 
group! 
The group will be meeting, along with Dar Williams!, on Sunday, April 25 
at 2:00PM. (My apologies for the incorrect date being posted in the last 
newsletter.) 
Please contact Janice Reid at 805-710-1683 for information or to join or 
send a quick email to: surjsantamaria@gmail.com. 

Thank you Staci for providing the following: 

SURJ Book Group Welcomes Author and Songwriter Dar Williams to 
Discuss Her Book 

 
Our SURJ Santa Maria chapter is lucky to be one of five book groups across the US to welcome the 
author, Dar Williams, live to our book group to discuss her book, What I Found In A Thousand Towns. 
Our conversation is sure to be a rich one.  You may know Dar Williams from her decades long music 
career.  If not, there’s no better time to start listening to her conscious and witty songwriting.  We 
hope you will read What I Found In A Thousand Towns and join us in a discussion about community 
building with Dar on April 25th at 2pm.  
 
The following is an excerpt from her bio:  In the decades that Dar had been touring, she had been 
seeing how towns and cities, like people, had been coming into their own, becoming more resilient, 
unique, and prosperous. While so many people said that towns and cities were “dead”, she had been 
seeing them come back to life. She realized that the key ingredient in the success of these places was 
what she called “Positive Proximity”, where there was an understanding that living side by side with 
other people was a good, constructive thing. Positive proximity was a civic state of being that could 
be built and sustained, and Dar was collecting stories and notes to support her growing theory. She 
said, “Someone should write a book about this.” And the muse said, “You’ve written fiction books, 
you interviewed people for your green blog at Huffington Post, you’ve written about towns and cities 
in your songs since day one. The person who should write this book is you.”
“Positive proximity, described as a “state of being where living side by side with other people is 
experienced as beneficial.” Put another way, positive proximity results when people work together for 
what they believe is the common good—our era’s version of the old barn raising, though the new 
barns might be a community center or garden, a soup kitchen or river walk.” – Wall Street Journal
 
In the spring of 2015, just before setting out on the tour for her ninth studio album, Emerald, Dar 
signed a contract with Basic Books, now Hachette Publishing Group. In September, 2017, she started 
touring new venues, speaking in bookstores and at city planning conferences in support of her book, 
What I Found in a Thousand Towns, a Touring Musicians Guide to Rebuilding American 
Communities One Dog Run, …. At A Time. 2018 was a time to deepen her connection to these 
themes of town and city building and planning as Dar gave keynote speeches at the Boise Downtown 
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Association, the Vermont …, the Southern New England Planning Association conference, and the 
Congress of New Urbanism, among others. 

In 2011, Dar was asked to create a college course at her alma mater, Wesleyan University.  She 
created and taught: Music Movements in a Capitalist Democracy
This course compared three movements in which music played a crucial role:
1. The Consciousness Movement leading up to Woodstock and beyond.
2. The Civil Rights Movement leading into the Black Power Movement.
3. The Women's Music Movement leading into different branches of commercial music (Lilith Fair) 
and alternative culture (Riot Grrrls)
Then the course looked at how music and musicians move into the marketplace, comparing and 
contrasting the music of movements and markets and looking at the inevitable overlap of the two.

 

I’d like to make one more mention of the Active Bystander workshop led 
by Susan Jordan at the last general meeting. Not only was the workshop 
very helpful, the additional materials are very useful! If you thought it was 
worthwhile, as I did, please take Cliff’s suggestion in sending Susan a 
thank you or a donation to: 

Susan Jordan - Executive Director 
Susquehanna Valley Mediation 
713 Bridge St., Suite 3 
Selinsgrove, PA 17870 

*The meeting was recorded and there are additional materials that Susan made 
available to us. If you are interested in the recording or have not received the 
materials, please send your request to surjsantamaria@gmail.com. 

In some happy news, an 8 year old girl from Orcutt, Anaiyah Alexander, 
has published a book! 

On the Inter/National Front 

• Women are playing important roles in the U.S. economy. Janelle Jones is 
the top economist at the Labor Department, Cecilia Rouse is the nominee 
for chair of the Council of Economic Advisers and Janet Yellen is the 
Treasury Secretary. While only two are Black, they all want an economy 
that does more for the working class, especially Black, Latinx and women. 

6

https://santamariatimes.com/news/local/orcutt-8-year-old-celebrates-national-launch-of-childrens-book-little-brothers-are-annoying/article_58be7a98-3acf-5840-9366-f5964641ac7a.html
https://santamariatimes.com/news/local/orcutt-8-year-old-celebrates-national-launch-of-childrens-book-little-brothers-are-annoying/article_58be7a98-3acf-5840-9366-f5964641ac7a.html
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/15/976610383/the-women-powering-bidens-economy-are-rewriting-the-course-of-american-history
https://www.npr.org/2021/04/11/985122570/this-top-biden-economist-has-a-plan-create-jobs-address-inequality-ignore-trolls
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• Just as our County Board of Supervisors (3 out of 5) voted to pass a 
resolution declaring racism a public health crisis so did the CDC recently. 
They also released two studies that quantified how COVID-19 had 
disproportionately impacted people of color. In a related article…how this 
declaration is a step forward. 

• At the end of March President Biden announced actions in response to anti-
Asian violence, xenophobia and bias. Here is a response from the National 
Asian Pacific American Women’s Forum. 

Resources, Reading & Listening Material: 

✦ UC Santa Barbara Arts & Lectures has added more virtual events in 
their Race To Justice series. Next up is Ranky Tanky, “Gullah Music of 
the Carolina Coast” on April 15th, followed by Dr. Robert Bullard, “The 
Quest for Environmental and Racial Justice” on April 21st. Theaster 
Gates, “Artist and Social Innovator” will be aired on April 29th., and 
finishing up the month of April on the 30th. will be Bryan Stevenson, 
“American Injustice: Mercy, Humanity and Making a Difference.” Learn 
about times and tickets here. 

✦ Check out member, Karen Franklin’s very own podcast reviewing the film, 
“The Last Shift” on our website, surjsantamaria.org under Activities. 

✦ Number 16 on Robin DiAngelo’s list of 100 Things White People Can Do for 
Racial Justice. Now changed to 103, this is not a bullet list but are very 
detailed ways that are solution-oriented. Consider these 100 things both 
reading material and potential action items! Get your company, place of 
worship, condo building, gym, etc to move some or all of its money to Black-
owned banks, like Netflix is doing. 

✦ There is still time to register for an online seminar entitled, “Conversations of 
the Heart”, “Longing: Stories of Racial Healing”. It will be held on April 16, 
2021 from 3:00PM to 5:00PM. Click here to register. 
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https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/04/12/986513859/studies-confirm-racial-ethnic-disparities-in-covid-19-hospitalizations-and-visit
https://www.npr.org/2021/04/09/985732300/how-is-racism-a-health-threat-consider-the-phrase-so-called-race
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/03/30/fact-sheet-president-biden-announces-additional-actions-to-respond-to-anti-asian-violence-xenophobia-and-bias/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/03/30/fact-sheet-president-biden-announces-additional-actions-to-respond-to-anti-asian-violence-xenophobia-and-bias/
https://www.napawf.org/press-releases/033021a
https://www.napawf.org/press-releases/033021a
https://artsandlectures.ucsb.edu/
http://surjsantamaria.org
https://medium.com/equality-includes-you/what-white-people-can-do-for-racial-justice-f2d18b0e0234
https://medium.com/equality-includes-you/what-white-people-can-do-for-racial-justice-f2d18b0e0234
https://fortune.com/2020/06/30/netflix-100-million-black-owned-banks/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_KPt8nDgpSeirhVrJGXofAg
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A  Final TAKE: 

The estate of Prince will soon be making available a previously 
unreleased album that Prince recorded more than a decade ago. 
However you can listen to the song, “Welcome 2 America now on 
YouTube. TAKE a listen to, “Welcome 2 America”. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HJtxSdTL488
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Join us at our next General Meeting, April 29, 2021 at 6:30PM 
for a special workshop on Cultural Humility conducted by a 

very special guest: 

Dr. Lata Murti 

After completing her Ph.D. in American Studies & Ethnicity at the 
University of Southern California, Dr. Lata Murti moved to Santa 
Maria-Orcutt in 2011. She is an Associate Professor of Sociology at 
Brandman University, for which she teaches fully online. She is also 
the Co-President elect of the Santa Maria Branch of the American 
Association of University Women (AAUW); a member of the Santa 
Maria-Lompoc Branch of the National Association fro the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP); and a member of the 
2019-2021 Editorial Board of SPARK, the online magazine of the 
National Center for Institutional Diversity. Her most recent research 
examined the professional experiences of juvenile school educators 
in two California counties. 

When Lata is not teaching, volunteering, or writing, she enjoys 
spending time with her family, which includes her husband of nearly 
19 years, her two kids (12 and 10 years old), and her parents. 

(You can also read more about her here). 

https://www.brandman.edu/about-brandman/our-people/lata-murti-phd
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That’s it for this issue!  
Stay healthy and see you in two weeks 

- Kathy 

Author’s notes: 
I often take my news from sources that I find to be consistently accurate with good 
writing like The New York Times, The Atlantic, NPR and others. I also use our local 

sources for local news such as The Santa Maria Times, the Sun and Noozhawk. If there 
are stories you feel are pertinent and sources you think I should take a look at, please 

send an email in care of me, Kathy Sharum, to surjsantamaria@gmail.com.

If you wish to no longer receive these newsletters you can let me know that too.

This Take’s news sources:  Santa Barbara Legistar, City of Santa Maria, medium.com, 
npr.org, napawf, CNN, YouTube

Thanks to Pam Gates, Staci Curry, Lata Murti, Karen Franklin, Sara Macdonald and 
Rebeca Garcia for their newsletter contributions. A huge thank you to all of our readers, 

members and allies!

mailto:surjsantamaria@gmail.com
http://medium.com
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