
GeneralSynod.news

February Synod 2022
Day 3



2

Item 15 Governance Review
Governance review:

Bishop of Leeds - we need simplicity and accountability 

Bishop of Leeds - experienced synod members are going to be asked to feedback.

Nigel Bacon, Lincoln - recommendations propose a sweep of reforms that should improve efficiency.

Nigel Bacon, Lincoln - we must resist the pressure for quick reform.

Andrew Dotchin, Ipswich - strongly support acceptance of this report and not tinker too much with it now.

Andrew Dotchin, Ipswich - must stop the working in silos.

Andrew Dotchin, Ipswich - A balance between democracy and skills.

Claire Williams, Norwich - this process needs to meaningfully engage with young people.

Chris Blunt, Chester - a big nagging doubt about this report. A massive shift in decision making. Synod shouldn't allow

all the vision and strategy remit to a central organization.

Amendment 25

Sam Maginnis, Chelmsford - there must be thorough scrutiny by Synod.
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Bishop of Leeds responds - CENS will be focused on the preparation of legislation, not the passing of it.

Clive Scone, London - that we thank the hard work, doesn't mean we have to welcome it.

Clive Scone, London - we are not really ready to agree the principle of anything at this stage

Luke Appleton, Exeter - passing this amendment would be a step in building trust with synod and show that synod will

scrutinize these measures.

Simon Butler, Southwark - not a binary thing between consultation and riding roughshod over synod.

Pass - 162

Against - 154

Absentions - 10

Prudence Daily, Oxford - a nominations committee may well lead to excluding people who rock the boat, and doesn't

the church need people who rock the boat.

Bishop of Leeds responds - that point has been heard in November. Cheerfully resists the amendment. Is the Church

of England an exception to a charity?

Bishop of Leeds responds - elections have not yet delivered diversity to appointments.

Philip North - there are too many invisible voices in our church. Urges synod to resist the amendment.

Jamie Harrison, Durham - worried about the anxiety about this. Resisting the amendment on a procedural basis.

Jamie Harrison, Durham - we shouldn't be trying to slow down the process.

Debbie Buggs, London - what do we mean by behaviours? Only the middle-class behaviours that make Synod so

exclusive? A nominations committee will make it blander. Let democracy do its job rather than manipulating it.

Governance Review Item 26

In Favour 124

Against 199

Abstentions 24

Item 25

In favour

Good idea, shows

synod is serious about

scrutiny

Item 26

Voted in favour Safeguards democracy
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Bishop of Leeds responds - strongly resists the amendment. The assumptions of the amendment are flawed.

Bishop of Leeds - it's as you get into the process that the proper debate happens.]

Marcus Walker, London - Concern that this feeds into a wider more dramatic scope of reforms that will affect the

whole ecclesiology of our church.

Marcus Walker, London - the train analogy is a good one, but troublingly we don't know the destination.

Helen-Ann Hartley, Bishop - we don't need another Governance report, we need to work with the one we've got and

move on.

Alison Coulter, Winchester - assures us of the governance review board's willingness to listen to synod. We look

forward to involving newer colleagues in the legislative process. Change is difficult but we must be brave to find the

best governance structures.

Kate Wharton, Liverpool - urges us to resist the amendment. The process must start if things are to change. We are

not trying to build a cathedral but a consensus.

Daniel Valentine, Manchester - Many serious challenges facing the church. Much of our house has been shown to be

built on the sand. Good governance is a first order issue. Why are we moving at such speed for such an important

issue?

Daniel Valentine, Manchester - we need proper time to debate such an important matter. Supports the amendment.

Amendment 027

In favour - 150

Against - 185

Abstain - 16

Amendment fails.

Back to the main motion.

Christopher Cocksworth, Coventry - not nuts and bolts discussion but divine polity.

Bishop of Leeds responds to the debate - clarifies that the Governance review precedes the emergent church.

Bishop of Leeds - endorses that the theological input into the Governance review is vital.

Amendment 027

Voted in favour

Sensible for such an

important issue to be

given thorough time to

discuss, not just

details but also

overriding principles.
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Bishop of Leeds - when you have silos then the power mongers play within the gaps. This review intends to address

this.

Bishop of Leeds - Governance review has a big impact on staff. We must keep them in our prayer.

Item 15 Results

Bishops

In Favour 30

Against 0

Abstention 0

Clergy

In Favour 126

Against 18

Abstention 5

Laity

In Favour 110

Against 53

Abstention 6

The motion passes.

Item 15

Voted against

Had amendment's 26

& 27 passed I would

have supported. Too

many concerns not

addressed - being

pushed to move at

speed is not good.
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Appointments
Extension

Archbishop of York asks for Pete Spiers to be appointed as Chair of the Appointments Committee.

Pete Spiers to be appointed as Chair of the Appointments Committee.

Dame Caroline Spellman appointed Chair of the Dioceses Commission

Paul Benfield - as vice chair he supports Dame Caroline Spellman be re-appointed as Chair of the Dioceses

Commission

Joyce Jones, Leeds - warmly welcomes the appointment of Dame Caroline Spellman.

Stephen Holmes, Leeds - enthusiastically commends Spellman's appointment.

Dame Caroline Spellman appointed Chair of the Dioceses Commission
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Item 18 - Persecuted church
Penny Allen, Litchfield - 1 in 7 Christians around the world face persecution

Penny Allen, Litchfield - Lambeth Conference an opportunity for highlighting persecution around the world.

Damian Feeney, Lichfield - the texts referencing persecution are well known but too often overlooked. We don't have to

look far around the world to find examples of persecutions.

Damian Feeney, Lichfield - the situation of Christian women around the world is doubly difficult, when they are

persecuted for bot their faith and their gender.

Damian Feeney, Lichfield - We have a duty to love everyone without condition.

Damian Feeney, Lichfield - We must redouble our systematic prayer for persecutors as well as the persecuted.

Bishop of Southwark raises the struggles faced by Coptic Christians

Stephen Boyall, Blackburn - Encourages churches engage with open doors.

Stephen Boyall, Blackburn - Can you imagine growing up trusting Jesus when your father was killed for trusting Jesus.

Powerful testimony.

Archbishop Angaelos - the issue of persecution is dear to our hearts and touches us all.

Alastair Cutting, Southwark brings his amendment forward.
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Alastair Cutting, Southwark - these clauses flow out of the spirit and the heart of this motion, supporting Christians

across the world.

Amendment is supported by the proposer #synod

Peter Adams, St Albans - it is vital that we be well resourced in information so we can be good advocates in a

persecuted church.

Peter Adams, St Albans - on the ground things are nuanced, not black and white.

Bishop of Lichfield - this amendment significantly strengthen's our motion.

Gabriel - giving heartfelt examples of terrible situations faced by Christians. Front and centre we must help our

persecuted brothers and sisters to hold on.

Sarah Tuplin, Deaf Anglicans - Concerned about the growing opposition our brothers and sisters are facing, especially

in north India. These are real challenges and we stand united with them.

Philip Mounstephen, Truro - the wholesale denial of freedom of religion in today's world is a great evil.

China and India were not on the radar ten years ago. Today persecution has increased dramatically.

Philip Mounstephen, Truro - Parliament and MPs get it, why doesn't the church? Now it is time for the church to step

up.

Vaughan Roberts, Oxford - A prayer from a church leader in the middle east: In the west where there is little

persecution, the church has gone soft. If that were to happen here, do not remove the persecution.

Guli Francis-Dehqani, Chelmsford - we must use wisdom to make sure that western churches don't feed into

Christianity being perceived as a foreign sect.

Guli Francis-Dehqani, Chelmsford - hold up a mirror for ourselves. Is there anything we can learn about our context

now in the Church of England.

Penny Allen responds to the various speakers and affirms their words.

Item 18

In favour 329

Against 0

Abstain 0

Motion carried.

Item 18

Voted in favour

A small issue in the

amendment but

overall very much

worth supporting.
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Item 19 CNC Consultation

Mark Tanner, Chester - Synod's voice matters and this issue is globally significant.

Mark Tanner, Chester - Canterbury Diocese specifically requested for them to have a smaller role in the process and

for there to be a larger involvement of the global communion.

Mark Tanner, Chester - the suggestion for a revolving presidency has been raised twice since 2011 and has not had

wide support.

Mark Tanner, Chester - our brothers and sisters from across the Communion matter greatly to us.

Helen-Ann Hartley, Bishop - immense respect for the See of Canterbury and the Church of England from other

provinces.

Luke Miller, London - Giving an outline of how we got structurally to where we are today.

Mae Christie, Southwark - the episcopal church has a prayerful relationship with the Church of England. Services often

prayed for the Archbishop of Canterbury.

Mae Christie, Southwark - we should consider whether we want to enshrine the existing remit of the Archbishop of

Canterbury for future AoCs.

Christina Baron, Bath and Wells - a hundred years ago nobody expected the Archbishop of Canterbury to spend 25-

30% of his time wizzing around the global communion. The job has changed.

Christina Baron, Bath and Wells - We should work out what we want the job to do before we work out who should be

on the interview panel.

David Kemp, Canterbury - this process began initially from proposed revisions to the appointment of the Bishop of

Dover.

Jayne Ozanne, Oxford - we need an Archbishop focused on England.

Jake Madin, York - Where will these representatives from the Communion be chosen from?

David Bruce Bryant-Scott - happy to take note of this paper but disagree strongly with it.

David Bruce Bryant-Scott, Europe - are we trying to solve a problem that doesn't exist?

David Bruce Bryant-Scott, Europe - the Archbishop of Canterbury is a bishop for England and should be selected by

English people.

Alan Smith, First Church Commissioner - We are talking about giving 25% of the vote to 75% of our global community.

Jane Patterson, Sheffield - Supports the principle of the rethink of the composition of Canterbury CNC but it needs a

lot of work.

Gavin Drake, Southwell - encourages us all to vote for this. Trying to correct the various misunderstandings of the

nature of the Anglican Communion.
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Gavin Drake, Southwell - we may not like the colonial power of our history but it is a matter of fact that the Archbishop

of Canterbury carries with him a Kudos that other Bishops do not.

Bishop of Chester responds - proudly moved by the debate and Synod's voice will be heard. Touched to know we are

prayed for around the world.

Bishop of Chester responds - it is easy to do communion at a distance. But we are called to listen and honour each

other.

Item 19 - Vote by houses called

Bishops

In favour 26

Against 0

Abstain 1

Clergy

In favour 102

Against 27

Abstain 13

Lay

In favour 112

Against 43

Abstain 12

Motion carried.

Item 19

In favour

The CNC proposals

are good ones and

taking note will begin

the process.


