
Woodie Wheaton Land Trust 

T 
he Trust recently closed on the purchase of 

over 3,000 acres of former paper company 

timberland strategically situated in the 

headwaters region of the St. Croix River. 

The St. Croix, which serves as the international 

boundary between Maine and the Province of New 

Brunswick, originates in the pristine Border Lakes basins 

of East Grand and Spednic as Monument Stream and 

empties into the ocean more than 100 miles downriver 

at Passamaquoddy Bay. This vast headwaters region, 

shared equally by Canada and the United States, is a 

high priority conservation area not only because of its 

ecological and biological significance to the waters and 

fishery of the St. Croix, but because it also contains 

enormous amounts of high value plant, animal and bird 

habitat. 

With a total of 3,053 acres, the headwaters lands have 

nine miles of frontage on Monument Brook, the 

international boundary, and fourteen miles of frontage 

on eight brooks, many of which hold native brook trout.  

Hundreds of acres of sedge meadows abutting 

Monument Brook are breeding grounds for rare species 

of birds as evidenced in a survey conducted by the 

Biodiversity Research Institute. Over sixty bird species, 

including many rare olive-sided flycatchers were 

identified at the confluence of Greenleaf and Monument 

Brooks.  

Once part of a much larger industrial land base, these 

headwaters lands have more recently been owned and 

actively harvested by logging companies. The forest was 

heavily cut within the last decade, but is recovering 

quickly because of the fertile soils, identified by Maine 

Farmland Trust to be of Statewide Importance.  

WWLT saw the purchase of this land as a huge 

Crucial Habitat Found in the Headwaters

A  FINAL 
VOYAGE 

On January 21, Forest City lost 
her native son. Bud Brooks, a 
good friend and favorite local 
personality grew up in the village, 
returning after a long career with 
AT&T. He was our benchmark, 
deeply proud of local traditions 
and a loyal supporter of WWLT. 
 

We will miss the old Chevy 
pickup, roaring away with its 
clutch partially engaged, following 
a long conversation on the 
tailgate where he recounted 
stories we had heard before but 
yearned to hear again. His 
adjectives glistened. We might 
hear his famous bear poem, how 
he shared a Bangor hospital 
room with Donn Fendler, about 
his school chums in Forest City, 
tales of the hermit of Greenland 
Island, or how Sam Clapp 
poisoned the town dogs in the 
1930s. It never got old. 
 
Bud guided alongside his peers. 
His eloquent recitals at the lunch 
ground earned him the job of 
chief table setter and raconteur. 
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opportunity for wildlife habitat improvement and 

secondarily, a resource to sustainably meet the societal 

and economic needs of local residents. Ownership of 

this valuable property ensures traditional public access 

and uses while also restoring, improving, and protecting 

thousands of acres of productive forest, wetlands and 

wildlife habitat. Conserving this headwaters area is key 

to preserving the overall health and pristine water quality 

of the entire Border Lakes Region on whose lands, 

forests and waters many rural livelihoods highly depend. 

 
Although this property is now conserved under the 
ownership of WWLT, we are still reaching out to our 
donors as we continue to campaign for the necessary 
funds needed to support the stewardship of this land. If 
you would like to contribute to the long-term care and 
management of this property, please send a donation or 
go to www.woodiewheaton.org to donate to the 
"Headwaters Stewardship Fund."  



                  Making Forest City Proud 
                Lance Wheaton Awarded Legendary Maine Guide Award 
Lance Wheaton was honored for his 55 years spent as a Maine guide this past April when he was given 

the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife’s Wiggie Robinson Legendary Maine Guide Award. A 

familiar face in Forest City, he and his wife Georgie have operated the Village Camps in town since 

1969. Among other things, Lance has also served on the Governor’s Advisory Council, is a 

lifetime member of the Maine Professional Guides Association, has been cited by the Maine 

Warden Service for his help with search and rescue, and is a founding director of WWLT. 
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On a sunny day last September, we talked him into a day on Spednic Lake, to do a little bass fishing and visit Dri-Ki Point. The Grand Laker was laden with 
tanks and hoses to provide his oxygen.  As the outboard sped southward, the canoe cutting a swath through the glistening surface, a smile suddenly spread 
across Bud’s face. This was his Eden. 
 

The bass were more than cooperative. They had been waiting for Bud to get there. He was so busy fighting fish, he seemed to forget the health woes that 
occupied his mind on shore. It’s hard to know who had the most fun, Bud or his friends. Once the fish were sufficiently exercised, we carried on to Dri-Ki. It 
was not easy, but he plodded across the cobble shore to take his station at the lunch table. The world was magnificent in every direction, not a ripple on the 
water. He related how he and his Dad, Waldo, heard the news of Pearl Harbor through the static of a neighbor’s radio. 
 

It was his final fishing trip and his last voyage in a guide canoe. His face was cast in a smile. As he told us about the many unforgettable 
characters in his own life, we felt honored to have had one in ours as well.             —Art and Dale Wheaton 

James Plunkett Steve Mine 

Meet The Board… the hearts & hands of the WWLT 

 Mr. Michael Fischer 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Fitzpatrick 
Mr. and Mrs. David Fletcher 
Forest Society Of Maine 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Fowler 
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Fulmer 
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Gallant 
     In memory of Dan Serebrakian 
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Garson 
     In honor of Elbridge Cleaves 
Mr. and Mrs. Gregg Garson 
     In memory of Peter Jensen 
Mr. Robert Gizinski 
     In memory of Nancy J. Blackford 
GlaxoSmithKline Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Glickman 
     In memory of Burt Gwirtzman 
Mr. Robert Grant 
Ms. Myrna Griffith 
Ms. Sarina Gwirtzman 
     In memory of Burt Gwirtzman 
Ms. Lorraine Haley 
     In memory of Dan Serebrakian 
Mr. Clayton Harbeck 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Harris 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Hawkes 
     In memory of Paul Lachance 
Heinselman Family Trust 
Ms. Mary Herrington 
Mr. and Mrs. Blaine Higgs 
     In memory of Carl B. Higgs 
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Hodgdon 
     In memory of Bill & Maxine Blanchard 
Ms. Laura Hood 
Mr. Joe Jack 
James J Baker & Associates 
Mr. Richard Kaufmann 
Ms. Judith Kay 
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Kump 
Ms. Anne Lachance 
     In memory of Paul E. Lachance 
Ms. Susan Leader 
Mr. Thomas Lemay 
     In memory of Lionel G. Lemay 
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Lembo 
Mr. and Mrs. Barry Liepshutz 
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce Littman 
Mr. and Mrs. Weston Lord 
Mr. and Mrs. William Lucey 
Machias Savings Bank 
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Madigan 
Mr. Zachary Manganello & Ms. Willow Stein 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Mann 
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Martin 

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin McGann 
     In memory of Burt Gwirtzman 
Mr. David McGillicuddy 
Mr. Richard McKinny 
Mr. Phillip McLellan & Ms. Jan Fitter 
Mr. Peter Mehegan 
Mr. Roger Merchant 
Mr. Stephen Merrill 
Mr. and Mrs. Kent Meserve 
Mr. Edward Miller 
     In memory of Paul "Lefty" Lachance 
Mr. Stephen Milliken 
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Morse 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Myers 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Nadherny 
Mr. Charles Olson 
     In memory of Ardele Olson 
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Packard 
     Shade tree in honor of Andy Brooks 
     Shade tree in honor of Lance & Georgie Wheaton 
     Shade tree in honor of Dale Wheaton 
Mr. Thomas Paras 
     In memory of Jim Stoneburger & Pete Pipines 
Mr. and Mrs. Truman Parker 
Mr. Barry Parker 
Mr. Robert Parker 
Ms. AnnMarie Pastore 
Mr. Stephen Pekich 
     In honor of the extended "Wheaton"  
     family for their commitment to preservation 
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Piotrowski 
     In memory of Loretta Piotrowski 
Ms. Barbara Pipines 
     In memory of Pete Pipines 
Dr. and Mrs. James Plunkett 
Mr. Michael Lewis and Ms. Leah Plunkett 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Quinn 
     In honor of Lance & Georgie Wheaton and their  
     50th Anniversary in Business 
Mr. Martin Richards 
Mr. Robert Rickard 
Maryann Rickard 
     In honor of John Gaskins 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rosenman 
Ms. Sarah Ross 
     Shade tree in memory of Art and Kay Ross 
Mr. and Mrs. William Ross 
     Shade tree in memory of Art and Kay Ross 
Mr. Jonathan Ross 
     Shade tree in memory of Art and Kay Ross 
Mr. Ron Sinclair and Ms. Judith Ross 
     Shade tree in memory of Art and Kay Ross 
Ms. Martha Ross 
     Shade tree in memory of Art and Kay Ross 

Mr. Leonard Ackerman 
     In memory of Judith A. Ackerman 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Adam 
     In memory of Burt Gwirtzman 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Amberger 
Mr. Christopher Anderson 
Mr. David Arsenault 
Ms. Carol Brooks Ball 
Ms. Susan Balogh 
Bangor Savings Bank 
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Barnett 
Mr. Willet Beavers 
     Shade tree in memory of Robert Tenorio 

Mr. Albert Bekus 
Ms. Linda Bennett 
     In memory of Bob Ellis 
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Berk 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Bomberger 
Mr. Jerry Bonnell 
     In memory of Sheila Bonnell 
Dr. Martin Brody 
Dr. Anthony Calabrese 
Mr. and Mrs. Randall Campos 
Mr. James Cannon 
Dr. and Mrs. Norman Carlson 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Cassier 
     In memory of Howard Cassier 
Dr. Richard Cesaro 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Chase 
Ms. Tiffiny Chase 
Mr. and Mrs. Barry Connelly 
     In memory of Chester R. Curtis 
Mr. Peter Cookley 
     In memory of Jean Cookley 
Harold & Betty Cottle Family Foundation 
Mr. Gordon Coyle 
Mr. and Mrs. Hartley Crowe 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Dahl 
Mr. and Mrs. King Davis 
     In memory of Jefferson Davis 
Ms. Kim Wheaton-Devlin 
Mr. Jacob Dickey 
Ms. Frances Duffy 
     In memory of Clarence and May Jalbert  
     & Woodie and Ruth Wheaton 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Dunham 
Mr. Don Early 
     In honor of "all the loons in Maine" 
Mr. Isaac Espy 
     In honor of Waldo W. Brooks 
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Eykel 
F.A. Peabody 
Mr. and Mrs. James Filkins 
First Settlers Lodge 

Q: How did you come to discover Forest City? 
“In 1957 my father read an article in “Field & Stream” that named Spednic 
Lake as one of the best places in the US for small mouth bass fishing.  He 
checked it out with a trip to the Dri-Ki Camps on Dri-Ki Point.  It was love at 
first sight for my parents.  In the summer of 1958 when I was 9 they made a 
second trip, this time with me.  I caught my first bass within 2 minutes of 
leaving shore and was hooked.  (Picture of me on the 1958 trip.) By 1961 we 
were renting a camp on the arm of East Grand, which we purchased in 1965. 
I rarely missed an August in Forest City from that time on despite settling in 
Ann Arbor, Michigan. In 1983, my wife and I, with our then 1 year old and 4 
year old, made the 21 hour drive from Ann Arbor, Michigan to Forest City.  
We have continued to make this yearly drive to this day.  My sister and her 
husband bought Partridge Island in the early ‘80’s, turning August into a 
yearly family gathering. Now all of our children have strong connections to 
East Grand and Forest City.”  

 

Q: What is one of your fondest memories of the outdoors as a child? 
“I have many fond memories: Swimming at the dam, unimpeded by fencing; 
fishing on Spednic amidst the large perch schools, the water boiling with 
leaping fish and the air filled with gulls, terns, and diving osprey; lunch on the 
lake of fresh fish and bacon sandwiches; exploring the undeveloped length 
of the Arm; the long sunsets over Greenland Ridge; the Milky Way a broad 
swath of white on moonless nights; and the loon’s call breaking the deep 
silence.” 
 

Q: What can others do to support local conservation both in Forest City 
and in their own communities? 
“I believe support begins with first looking around at the places, the views, 
the forests, and the waters that are part of one’s life, whether it is for fishing, 
snowmobiling, boating, hunting, hiking.  Notice how we count on these 
places being there; in fact how we assume they will be there.  Then, ask the 
question, “Can I take for granted that this will be there for my children, 
grandchildren, their children?”  If the answer is “No”, then take the next 
steps.  Find out what groups are working to protect the outdoors for ongoing 
and future use.  Become a member.  Donate.  Volunteer.  Attend events.  
Contact legislators.  Talk with friends and neighbors.  Identify environmental 
issues and concerns, and bring them to the attention of local environmental 
groups.  All of this makes a difference. By not taking our environment for 
granted, we are fortunate that there is still time to preserve the natural 
beauty and wilderness activities of our area.”   

Q: What is one of your fondest memories of the outdoors as a child? 
“My fondest memories were of our family summer vacations to lakeside 
cabins in the Adirondack mountains of northern NY state. I enjoyed 
fishing and swimming every day, sightseeing tours of the lake via boat 
and learning how to water ski. Looking back on this time it occurs to me 
that a huge part of what made these vacations special (other than the 
family time) was the vast open space of the lakes and the untouched 
natural lands around it. This is in stark contrast to the lakes I saw later in 
Southern New England where every bit of shoreline was developed with 
house upon house.” 
 

Q: Why do you feel the mission of WWLT is important? 
“Limiting shoreline development and preserving water quality within the 
St. Croix watershed and lakes is extremely important. We are poised in a 
perfect period of time where large scale shoreline development has yet to 
happen in the area. Protecting the shoreline and watershed areas now 
can help avoid the issues I saw around lakes in Southern New England 
where the shoreline was highly developed and water quality suffered. It is 
important that the mission of conserving and preserving is done with the 
health of local communities kept in mind. Local communities need tax 
revenues from these large tract conservation projects to survive. Not 
paying land taxes starves the community and puts an unfair burden of tax 
responsibility on local residents. Working forest conservation easements, 
stewardship investment funds and carbon gas easements are some of 
the ways the land can continue to produce money and pay the land 
taxes.” 
 
Q: What can others do to support local conservation both in Forest 
City and in their own communities? 
“Most importantly people need to understand, we have an opportunity 
now to conserve and preserve land prior to land prices sky rocketing. 
Eventually the area will be discovered by those that will want to develop 
and profit from it. WWLT is positioned to stay ahead of the development 
and work on a conservation plan to preserve and conserve land while 
being considerate of local community health. Donations of people’s time, 
serving on the board, as well as monetary support are crucial to help 
WWLT continue their conservation mission.”  

Mr. and Mrs. Roger Rossignol 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian J. Ruth 
     In memory of Brian Swales 
Mr. Dominick Rutigliano 
Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Safford 
Dr. Allen Schenck 
Mr. Michael Schlesinger 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Schlien 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Schlimme 
Col. and Mrs. Robert Scoskie 
     In memory of Pete Pipines 
Ms. Kay Serebrakian 
     In memory of Dan Serebrakian 
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Shactman 
Sam Shine Foundation, Inc. 
Mr. and Mrs. Reggie Simmons 
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Smith 
     In memory of Dan Serebrakian 
Dr. and Mrs. David Snow 
     In memory of Dr. Bruce and Alice  
    Snow 
Mr. and Mrs. David Snow 
Mr. Peter Soucy 
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Stocking 
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Swanson 
     In memory of Simon Wheaton 
Tartell Family Foundation 
     In memory of Burt Gwirtzman 
Ms. Pamela Taylor 
     In honor of Waldo and Alice  
     Brooks 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Thoman 
     In memory of Scott S. Thoman 
Thorton Brothers 
Mr. and Mrs. John Trainor 
Mr. William Walton III 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Wasmund 
Ms. Diana Weatherby 
     In memory of Alice and Bev  
     Weatherby 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Wheaton 
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Wheaton 
     In honor of Dick Kaufmann 
     In memory of Dan Serebrakian 
Mr. and Mrs. Lance Wheaton 
Mr. Shane Wheaton 
Ms. Jill Wheaton 
Wheaton's Lodge 
     In memory of Dan Serebrakian 
 


