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A 
s many of you know, on 
December 23, 2016, the 
Woodland Pulp LLC, in a 

letter to FERC (Federal Energy 
R e g u l a t o r y  C o m m i s s i o n ) , 
submitted an application for 
surrender of its minor license to 
operate the Forest City dam 
(FERC Pro jec t  No.2660) .   
Woodland Pulp wrote, we do “not 
propose to remove the dam as 
part of the surrender, and such 
removal is not necessary or 
appropriate.”  Rather, Woodland 
proposes to “remove the [two US] 
gates at the dam down to the 
bulkhead.” 
 

Removing the dam gates is 
tantamount to a complete dam 
removal and would result in 
permanent lowering of the water 
level of East Grand Lake by six to 
eight feet, a lowering of North 
Lake, and loss of the ability to 
manage lake levels and stream 
flow volumes.  Potential impacts 
on the lakes could be widespread 
affecting biological life, aesthetic 
concerns, commerce, recreational 
opportunities, property values and 
a changed landscape in terms of 
conserved lands, to name just a 
few.  
 

In a statement released March 7, 
2017, the Woodie Wheaton Land 
Trust stated, “the potential 
outcomes from surrender and 
abandonment of that facility are 

unacceptable.  A reasonable long
-term solution must be found.”   
Public response is mounting, 
t r i g g e r e d  l a r g e l y  b y 
C h i p u t n e t i c o o k  L a k e s 
International Conservancy (CLIC) 
President David Townsend, 
whose critical overview (February 
19th) of Woodland’s application 
lucidly presents the core issues.  
The first public organizing 
meeting in opposition to the 
surrender application took place 
on April 1st in Fosterville, NB.  For 
reasons unknown, Woodland’s 
application distribution list for its 
December 23, 2016 application 
did not include a single Canadian 
entity or person. 
 

This is not Woodland’s first effort 
to get out from under its Forest 
City FERC license. Over the 
years, they have unsuccessfully 
argued that the Forest City dam 
should not require a license at all.  
Today, Woodland “has concluded 
that it is not economic for the 
company to continue to operate 
the project.”  Much of this 
argument’s underpinning is the 
fact that the incremental power 
attributed to the Forest City dam, 
at its hydro facilities in Woodland, 
is negligible and expensive.  But it 
is the prospect of future, 
mandated fish way construction 
as well as requirements related to 
the development and execution of 
Historic Properties Management 

Plans, related to the Forest City dam, 
that they believe will make the 
license prohibitive to hold.  Despite 
the complexities of FERC licensing 
and numerous contentions with it 
over the years, Woodland has 
continued to operate the Forest City 
dam in a cooperative and responsible 
manner. 
 

The WWLT has joined and agreed to 
support other organizations and 
stakeholders in pursuing dialogue to 
influence regulatory decisions that 
lead to acceptable solutions for all 
parties.  In a worst case scenario, 
should FERC accept Woodland’s 
wish to surrender its license, strict 
conditions must be stipulated that 
protect all interested parties and the 
beautiful lakes and river environment 
of this region.   Before the gates of 
the Forest City dam are open wide, 
careful evaluation of the dam’s 
present value and serious measuring 
of the effects of its loss … on public 
safety, water quality, fish and other 
species, recreation, commerce and 
cultural values … must be made.  As 
we go to press, we wait eagerly for 
any developments regarding the 
situation.

Somewhat unknown is a large 

monument located at the 

headwaters of East Grand Lake. 

This summer, the WWLT invites 

you to join us as we search for 

this mysterious landmark that 

little know exists. The following 

is an excerpt from the Maine 

Historical Society briefly 

outlining the significance and 

history of this mysterious 

monument. 

“Maine's timber resources had 
drawn the British, who needed 
the forest resource for masts 
and shipbuilding, to the area by 
the 16th century. As the industry 
moved north of the Penobscot 
waters, it became a source of 
tension between Maine and 
New Brunswick. The negotiators 
who drafted the Treaty of Paris 
failed to specify a clear 
boundary between Maine and 
New Brunswick, but while the 
“disputed territory” remained 
unsettled, little thought was 
given to defining it. In 1796, 
negotiators ran a "monument 
line" due north from the St. 
Croix River’s headwaters to 
what was described in the treaty 
as the "highlands" separating 
rivers draining into the St. 
Lawrence from those entering 
the Atlantic – the agreed-upon 
northern boundary. Maine 
insisted this height of land was 
north of the St. John, while New 
Brunswick saw the Penobscot 
watershed as the boundary. 
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As tensions mounted, the federal government got involved. President Martin Van Buren sent General Winfield 
Scott to Augusta with authority to negotiate peace or lead the nation to war. Astute bargaining between Scott 
and New Brunswick Lieutentant-Governor John Harvey averted hostilities, and the boundary was settled in 
1842. The U.S. got about two-thirds of the disputed land, navigation rights on the St. John and generally 
favorable terms across the northern border to Minnesota.” 
 
 

Today, the “secret monument” is regarded as the first dry-land monument, marking the international border 
from east to west. 

 
 
Q: How did you come to discover and call Forest City home? 
“Dale and Jana Wheaton introduced Patrick and I to Forest City after 
we learned their business was for sale. In only days, after working for 
Dale and Jana at Wheaton’s Lodge one summer we knew we found 
our new home. The rest as they say is history.”  
 

Q: What is one of your fondest memories of the outdoors as a 
child? 
“I was raised in a small town on Morse Lake in Cicero, Indiana where, 
as kids, we spent our summers swimming, boating, and fishing from 
dusk to dawn. My fondest memories are the smiles on my brother’s 
faces and their stringers full of catfish. I had a cane pole, catching 
mostly tree limbs and crawdads, yet my brothers were always 
patient letting me tag along. With their help, I eventually got pretty 
good at getting past the tree limbs, even managed to catch a catfish, 
and a smile or two.” 
 

Q: Why do you feel the mission of WWLT is important? 
“I’ve witnessed the transformation of what once was farmland and 
watched small towns give way toward housing developments, 
shopping centers, and lose traditional uses of our land. Natural lands 
are vital for water quality and supply, wildlife, clean air, tourism, and 
recreation. The mission of WWLT and the protection of our land and 
waters in the Chiputneticook region is important as it fosters a 
sustainable future for generations. Owning Wheaton’s Lodge, I also 
view our region through the lens of guests visiting the area. People 
visit Forest City not only for the great fishing but to bond with pristine  
nature and old time traditions. Unspoiled wilderness is becoming more 
and more rare all across our country and these folks help remind me 
of how precious a commodity our  undeveloped land and wilderness 
have become.” 

Shane Wheaton, 
WWLT Treasurer 

Sandy Patterson, 
WWLT Vice President 
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In addition to those recognized above, WWLT wishes to especially acknowledge David and Lynette Snow for their loyal and exceedingly generous support in 2016, and throughout the 
years.  Furthermore, we formally thank James Jay Baker, for his thoughtful gift of a Lance Wheaton Grand Laker Canoe and trailer.  These charitable gifts not only support the work of 
conservation in the Chipuneticook Lakes region, but also  inspire the passion of our directors, staff, and volunteers who go above and beyond to fulfill the mission of the Trust.  All of us 
here at WWLT feel compelled to highlight and express our  heart-felt appreciation for these most kind gifts. Along with long-time donors Sarina Gwirtzman, and Sam and Betty Shine, 

the Trust is eternally grateful. 
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Q: How did you come to discover Forest City? 
“When my grandparents Woodie & Ruth Wheaton traveling up from Grand 
Lake Stream to East Grand Lake with their three young boys to start their 
sporting camp business back in 1952, Forest City took up permanent 
residence for our families heritage.   Ever since I was a young child, my 
family would make an annual trip up to vacation and re-unite family.  This 
has always sort of been the home away from home for us.” 

 

Q: What is one of your fondest memories of the outdoors as a child? 
“The most vivid memory would be of the outing we took in the early '80's 
when my grandfather Woodie took us out small mouth bass fishing.   I 
remember sitting on his lap in the stern of the canoe as he helped me grasp 
the handle of the 7.5 horse tiller motor.  We slid into a particular spot 
adjacent to a large granite boulder.  I suspect he may have known the fish 
by name that were nestled alongside the rock, but none the less, we began 
hooking fish with our Mepps spinner's immediately.  On several occasions 
the fish would acrobatically jump up on the side of the rock and spit the 
hook!   Despite our frustrations getting fish to the canoe, we were having 
one of those "red hot" days when the bite was on!   As we paddled away my 
grandfather Woodie made the declaration that we would officially name that 
rock "Shane's Rock".  We motored away after exhausting our patience 
knowing that the fish were left behind to try and outsmart another day....”    
 

Q: What can others do to support local conservation both in Forest 
City and in their own communities? 
“We are all met with a multitude of financial choices everyday.  Utility bills, 
mortgages, car payments, a donation to charity, to name a few.   We also 
have choices to make everyday on how we manage our time between work, 
pleasure, and volunteering.   The one message I hope to send is that a little 
can go a long way for an organization such as WWLT.   Donating 1 day of 
the year, or making a small financial donation in lieu of a dinner out once a 
year can have a huge impact on helping make us stronger.  Our board of 
directors is 100% volunteer and we work hard to look out for the interests of 
our membership by following our mission.   We are so ever grateful to those 
individuals who have supported us and helped us achieve significant results 
thus far.   I believe our continued dedication and support of our growing 
membership will ultimately position us in the future to keep the 
Chiputneticook Lakes region in a healthy, clean, and natural state for future 
generations to enjoy as we have done throughout our lives.”  


