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Federal Education Minister set to Punish Vulnerable Australian School Students 

 

Parents, teachers and allied health professionals call on Federal Education Minister Alan Tudge to 

halt the pursuit of a vulnerable group of students with disabilities.  3 out of 4 students suspended 

from school, have a disability.  Minister Tudge has outlined that they are in his sights for further 

exclusion from school. 

In a speech transcript dated 22nd October 2021, the Minister stated a plan to improve school 

performance.  One of the key factors that he promised to deliver in the coming months is “orderly 

classrooms”.  He went on to detail that “violence has become commonplace” in Australian 

classrooms and that “disruption is getting in the way of learning”.  This shows a clear lack of 

understanding of not only the students’ legal and human rights to access learning, but also a deep 

and concerning lack of awareness of the latest research and evidence that teaches a new approach 

towards disruptive and challenging classroom behaviour by investigating the cause and employing 

classroom inclusive practises to prevent the behaviour from escalating. 

Square Peg Round Whole podcast host and parent, Louise Kuchel, has been discussing 

neurodivergent disabilities such as ADHD, Autism and Dyslexia and how these differences impact 

behaviour at school.  She said, “I have been discussing these issues with experts all year and we 

repeatedly hear from experts, academics, teachers and parents that you cannot discipline a 

neurological disability away.  Behaviour will get worse if you do that.” She went on to say, “Research 

has shown over and over again that disciplining disruptive or disengaged students leads students to 

the infamous school to prison pipeline.  Australia is better than that”. 

Recently Louise interviewed child psychologist of 30 years, Dr Mona Delahooke about these issues.  

Dr Delahooke called upon the Australian government to “take the bold step in listening to 

neurodivergent voices”.  The author of global best-selling book, Beyond Behaviours, made it very 

clear that punishing students with disabilities because of associated behaviour, is cruel and 

ineffective, a sentiment shared by Prof Linda Graham of QUT, Centre for Inclusive Education, and 

other experts in the field.   

Louise went on to say, “This month marks the first anniversary of an opinion piece I wrote for the 

Sydney Morning Herald, and the subsequent segment filmed for Channel 10’s current affairs 

programme, The Project, where two neurodivergent students outlined their suicidal ideation and 

trauma experienced at school.  It’s actually gutting to think that we have not moved forward since 

those brave boys spoke up.” 

The podcast community want consultation with Mr Tudge and will be providing his office with a 

package of educational materials and requesting a meeting.  “I would like Mr Tudge to meet with 

Prof Linda Graham to discuss her ground-breaking research in this field, a member of the Aboriginal 

community and myself to discuss these issues and our suggestions for resolutions to the problem of 

disorderly classrooms moving forward.  We agree that calm and ordered environments are needed, 
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but disciplining and excluding students with disabilities is not the right way to go about it.  Let’s work 

on solutions rather than inflammatory and divisive methods.” 

Square Peg Round Whole podcast discusses diversity and how to embrace neurodivergent kids at 
home, school and in the work place. Each fortnight, Lou interviews various guests. These are people 
with lived experience of neurodivergence, teachers, parents or academics. We discuss ADHD, Autism, 
Tourette's Syndrome, Dyslexia, Sensory Processing differences...the list goes on. We also discuss 
inclusion, diversity, education experiences, employment.  
 
For further information or to arrange an interview please contact Louise Kuchel on 0422 035 156 or 

louise.kuchel@gmail.com 
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