
WELCOME TO THE SECOND EDITION OF

WAAGIR BANDIMAYI
Darkinyung language for Coast Messenger 

Welcome to the second edition of Waagir 
Bandimayi (Darkinjung words meaning 
Coast Messenger). Barang has continued 
to work with our six local Aboriginal 
community-controlled organisations to 
keep our community informed, to share 
information, give updates and keep all of 
our community involved. 

This month, through Local Decision 
Making Barang Regional Alliance were 
successful in negotiating with Department 

Barang means tomorrow. This is your information and we are your regional alliance. 
We invite you to share, participate and continue to be involved - please feel free to contact us 
to share your thoughts and to give us feedback about what you would like to see included.

I am Barang, You are Barang,  
We are Barang Regional Alliance Central Coast.
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What’s  inside?

Our newsletter name is Darkinyung language. Barang Regional Alliance has 
sought and received permission to use this as per cultural protocol.

of Communities and Justice (DCJ - 
Communities) the commitment to 
a Project Officer – Housing. 

This role will provide strategic support 
and direction to the Housing Client 
Services Team including the assessment 
of housing needs and developing 
innovative, workable and local based 
housing solutions and support the 
development of program options for 
Aboriginal clients and our community.



OZ HARVEST 
PARTNERSHIP
Yerin Eleanor Duncan has partnered with 
Oz Harvest to continue to provide much 
needed food relief for our Community.

Our Health Promotions team is working in 
collaboration with Oz Harvest to continue 
to educate and engage our Community on 
healthy eating. 

If you are a client of Yerin and have completed 
your 715 Health Check, call Allan or Dean at 
Yerin on 0410 486 223 to register for your 
Food Hamper.

The Glen boys have spent their time mowing 
and preparing a cultural area out the back 
of The Glen for new Sunday BBQs. We would 
normally spend Sundays on a bushwalk or 
having a BBQ at a local park but the new 
outdoor cultural space is our way of adapting to 
what is going on in the world during COVID-19. 

Our plan is to continue to grow and maintain 
this area as a beautiful space so that our Glen 
boys have a nice place to go and spend some of 
their free time.

Our team at The Glen have been working hard 
behind the scenes on our new women’s centre 
which you will hear more about in the coming 
months so stay tuned for this exciting new 
development!
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Yerin Eleanor Duncan
Celebrating 25 Years of Health, Wellbeing and Care

The Glen
Drug and Alcohol Rehabilitation



Apply now to train at NAISDA Dance College 
in 2021.

For the first time in NAISDA’s 44-year history, 
auditions for next year’s intake are completely 
online, making it easier than ever before to 
apply and audition for a place at the only arts 
training organisation in Australia delivering 
nationally accredited performing arts courses 
specifically for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people aged between 16 and 26. 

Moving our auditions online began as a 
necessary response to COVID-19. With our 
national footprint, we needed to find a way of 
ensuring we could connect easily, safely and 
fairly with auditionees. This has developed into 
a really interactive, innovative, and perhaps a 
little less daunting way for applicants to audition 
from their own homes. 

In another first, we’re also inviting online 
applications for our new 2021 Advanced 
Diploma course beginning next February. 

Bara Barang is working hard to provide 
ongoing services during this phase of lifting 
restrictions and returning to the new normal. 
We understand the pandemic will have long 
lasting effects on community and we are 
adapting our products and services to assist 
community members access culturally safe 

employment and training solutions. We are 
offering our driving program online weekly and 
Dream Builders is commencing online as well. 
We are running a warehousing short course 
from our Gosford office to assist in providing 
new opportunities for those out of work.

Bara Barang

WAAGIR BANDIMAYI 3

Culturally Informed Pathways  
to Employment and Training

NAISDA Dance College
Proudly Dancing on Darkinjung Land

This is the latest addition to the NAISDA 
curriculum designed for Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Practising Artists aged 18 years 
or older with advanced training or experience 
within dance practice.

Visit naisda.com.au to find out more.
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Gudjagang Ngara li-Dhi (GNL)

Mingaletta

Community Connections

Connecting the Aboriginal Community on the Peninsula

OUR YOUTH OUR FUTURE 
– IN GOOD HANDS

GNL had the pleasure of helping to organise 
the BLM March on Saturday 6 March 2020. It 
started with one phone call to rally our young 
people to get involved. With the help of GNL 
staff, Kathryn Freeman, Alicia Bragg and Monak 
Morris created a hive of activity, calling it, ‘rally 
headquarters’. They painted signs, completed 
social media promotions and decorated 432 
candles to commemorate the 432 lives lost in 
police custody since the 1991 Royal Commission 
into black deaths in custody. They were given the 
honour of leading the march.

These young people were part of GNL’s  2018 
Barudir Project that connected our young 

people, giving them the opportunity to 
contribute to the local Darkinyung community. 
Two years on, as they continue to take that 
contribution seriously, we see their maturity and 
their commitment as something extraordinary. 
Their passion to educate their peers and to 
understand the road travelled by their elders is 
truly commendable, recognising that the journey 
does not end.

Let us all give our youth opportunities to lead for 
they will be our future.

Mingaletta remains closed to the public 
considering the increasing numbers of 
COVID-19. The Aunty Jeans program is 
continuing on Tuesdays however most other 
services are cancelled until further notice due 
to the risk of the pandemic. Mingaletta urges 
anyone showing symptoms to self-isolate 
and get tested. Mingaletta will not be holding 
community meetings this month and will 

continue to assess the situation on a month 
by month basis. We encourage all community 
members to look out for one another and reach 
out and touch base and support each other 
through this crisis. This year marks 20 years of 
Mingaletta and we look to hold celebrations in 
October pandemic permitting. Please like our 
Facebook page and follow us to stay up to date 
with all things Mingaletta.
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We have had to think a bit differently over the 
past few months to work out different ways 
to continue to support our local community, 
and in particular the ways that we support 
our hard-working staff in our local Aboriginal 
community controlled organisations here on 
the Central Coast. Barang Regional Alliance 
has been able to facilitate over 16 different 
opportunities for training via Zoom in the past 
two months on topics such as Auslan 1 & 2 (the 
basics of sign language), How to Influence 
our Local Politicians, How to better use Social 
Media for Community Organisations, as well as 
Sketchnoting (how to use drawing to capture 
our meetings). Barang Regional Alliance would 
like to thank all those people who so generously 
offered us their time, skills, and energy to be able 
to provide this to our local community.

The Central Coast Community Legal Centre 
has expanded their Aboriginal Wills Program 
to make it easier for our community to be 
able to attend appointments, and to complete 
their documents. 

None of us can predict the future but one of the 
best things we can do for our families is to be 
prepared and one of the ways we can do this is 
by making a will.

A will explains what will happen to your money, 
your property and your belongings when you 
die and it can also include things like where you 
want to be buried and who you want to look 
after any children that are in your care. 

CENTRAL COAST ABORIGINAL WILLS PROGRAM

FREE TRAINING FOR OUR HARD-WORKING 
COMMUNITY DURING COVID-19

If you are interested in finding out more 
about the Central Coast Aboriginal Wills 
Program please contact BJ Duncan Aboriginal 
Access Worker:

E: BJDuncan@centralcoastclc.org.au

T: (02) 4353 4988

W: centralcoastclc.org.au (and then go to the 
Aboriginal Support Page)



STAFF PROFILE

 96 PACIFIC HWY, WYONG
 PO BOX 6, WYONG NSW 2259
 02 4351 3225
 INFO@BARANG.ORG.AU

BARANG.ORG.AU

@barangregionalalliance

@AllianceBarang

@barang_regional_alliance

Barang Regional Alliance Opt In Organisations 

Hours of business
Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

Barang Regional Alliance is moving office. 
Our new address will be:

Bara Barang
 (02) 4312 5133
 contact@barabarang.com.au 

Gudjagang Ngara li-Dhi (GNL)
 admin@gnl.org.au 

Mingaletta
 0432 222 794
 admin@mingaletta.com 

NAISDA Dance College
 (02) 4340 3100 
 reception@naisda.com.au

The Glen
 (02) 4388 6360
 intake@theglencentre.org.au

Yerin Eleanor Duncan
 (02) 4351 1040 
 info@yerin.org.au 
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GET IN TOUCH

Gary Field is a proud Wiradjuri man who has 
grown up on Darkinjung country, right here 
on the Central Coast, his whole life. Gary went 
to school at Gorokan Public School and then 
onto Gorokan High School, before he graduated 
and went to Newcastle University where he 
completed a Bachelor of Social Science in 2016. 
Gary is currently undertaking postgraduate 
studies in Indigenous Trauma Recovery and 
Practice at the University of Wollongong.

Gary is the current Youth Engagement Manager 
for Barang Regional Alliance. He has been 
involved in supporting young people across 
the Central Coast and is passionate about 

Introducing Gary Field 
Youth Engagement Manager

making change for his community and creating 
pathways for young people to be able to actively 
participate in the issues that affect them.

Gary loves country music (especially Dolly 
Parton), Rugby League (go the Tigers) and is the 
proud Dad to 9-month old Zayde.


