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 October 2019 

2019 Mi’kmaw Education Scholarship Winners  

  

Na’teliaq

  

   

Tiffany Gould of We’koqma’q, Sarah Doucette of 
Membertou, Nicole Johnson and Mary Elizabeth 
Denny of Eskasoni are the four recipients of this 
year’s Sister Dorothy Moore Mi’kmaq Education 
Scholarship. 
The awards, valued at $1,500 each, were presented 
during the Treaty Day Celebration on Oct. 1st in 
Halifax, NS.   

As a gesture of reconciliation during the 2011 Truth 
and Reconciliation event held in Halifax, the 
Government of Nova Scotia announced the 
creation of the annual scholarship fund to assist 
Mi’kmaq persons studying full-time in a recognized 
teacher certification/education program.  

Mi’kmaw Kina’matnewey named the scholarship 
program after Sister Dorothy Moore, an educator 

and respected elder who has devoted her life to 
enhancing educational opportunities for Mi’kmaq 
people. 

Applicants must submit an essay describing how 
their education and career goals are linked to 
Mi’kmaw culture, language, and improving Mi’kmaq 
student outcomes in on-reserve schools as well as 
the public school system. The application also has to 
include a summary of non-academic attributes such 
as leadership, service to the community, volunteer 
experience, and extra-curricular activities. 

The winners of the Donald Marshall Senior Memorial 
Scholarship were Christina Dykstra of Pictou Landing 
and Bertram Bernard Jr. of Eskasoni.  
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 The Board of Mi’kmaw Kina’matnewey is very pleased to 
announce the selection of Blaire Gould as the new 
Executive Director. Blaire has been working as acting Executive 
Director over the past 2 months and was chosen as the 
successful candidate for the position of Executive Director on 
October 25th, 2019.  

 A life long resident of Eskasoni and a fluent Mi’kmaw speaker, 
Blaire obtained her undergrad from Cape Breton University in 
2008 and completed her Bachelor of Education from St. Francis 
Xavier University in 2010. She completed her Master of 
Education degree from St. Francis Xavier University in 2018.  

Ms. Gould brings to the position 10 years of experience in the 
educational field. She has worked as a Mi’kmaw language 
consultant at Mi’kmaw Kina’matnewey for 8 years and has been 

instrumental in developing language programming across Mi’kmaki. She has also been a strong advocate 
for Mi’kmaw education on a National level and has presented at various conferences across the country 
and internationally. Over the past year, she held the position of the Director of Program Services at 
Mi’kmaw Kina’matnewey. In that capacity, she worked with Mi’kmaw communities and provincial partners 
to enhance educational programming for Mi’kmaq students across Nova Scotia.  

“Wela’lioq, welta’si. Elukewkik knijannaqq aqq elmi’knikewaq, etek nkamlamumn tli’sutiminu aqq siaw-
mlkuktites ta’n L’nu’k mawi-mkite’temitij.”  

“I am very humbled to be chosen to represent the organization. It is a privilege to work for our children 
and future generations, I will work diligently with our communities to move education forward,” said Blaire. 
“Our language is sacred and it is in my heart to continue to work toward the reclamation of our language 
and culture with our people.” 

Please join us in welcoming Blaire as our new Executive Director of Mi’kmaw Kina’matnewey!

New Executive Director Announced 
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Master Cultural Apprentice Program  
On a chilly fall weekend in the middle of October, Red Road alumni along with several teachers from 
across Mi’kma’ki attended the first of many workshops as part of the Master Cultural Apprentice 
program.  

The goal of this Education Partnerships Program (EPP) is to help teachers from both MK schools and 
Provincial Public schools learning ways to infuse Mi’kmaq language and Culture into the classroom. 
 These teachers will learn along with our Red Road Alumni and elders how to make Netuklimk and 
Jenita’simk (Mi’kmaw Mindfulness) come alive in the classrooms.  The other focus of this EPP is to 
look at education in a holistic and inclusive matter to be able to adapt lessons to meet the needs 
and interests of students across this province.  It is to help break down the walls of the classroom 
and what curriculum can look like and how it can be inclusive to all.   

“My hope for this project is two fold, first I hope that every participant sees themselves as being a 
Treaty person and that they are called to bring Mi’kmaw teachings into their communities and 
classrooms,” Said Janean Marshall, Students Services Consultant. “The second is that the 
participants see themselves as a way to practice Netukllimk, Jenita’simk and inclusion of all learners 
is seamless.  Its a tall order but the potential in these participants is amazing and the willingness for 
our knowledge keepers to share has been the most humbling and rewarding work.  The first 
weekend was a powerful weekend of ceremony, sharing , learning, and laughter.”    

Over the weekend, the focus for the camp was on Harvesting or Netukulimk. Topics covered 
included harvesting, ceremonies, history, language, Mi’kmaq culture, trapping, tanning, furs, 
traditional medicines, traditional knowledge, waltes and much more.  

Many of our L’nu traditional knowledge holders such as Elder Lottie Johnson, Elder Lawrence Wells, 
Terry Denny, Luke Denny, Elder Danny Paul, Sugar Poulette, Michelle Marshall-Johnson (for Elder 
Albert Marshall), and Elders Ernest and Miney Johnson came out to share their knowledge and 
stories. They all led cultural workshops which left all of the participants with so much appreciation for 
our culture. “We all learned so much,” said Michael R Denny, Red Road Project Coordinator.  “We 
also know that this was only the surface of a part of our culture and we hope to learn so much 
more.” 

Future camps are currently being planned and the next one will focus on the preparation for and 
creating of traditional Mi’kmaq baskets.  
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Master Cultural Apprentice Program  
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Bear River Harvest Festival 
The community of Bear River held their annual Harvest Festival from October 16th to the 20th. 
During the 4 day event, they celebrated with social events such as card games and story telling, 
language learning, fun activities for the youth and of course some amazing meals. They held a 
powwow on Saturday afternoon and a concert with Classified as the headliner to wrap up the 
festivities on Saturday night. It was an amazing week and everyone is looking forward to next year!  
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School News 
ESK Immersion School 
During the month of October, ESK celebrated Mi’kmaq Culture with several different learning 
experiences for their students. The grade 3 class made wooden flowers with Miney Johnson, Madeline 
(Sugar) Poulette played Waltes with the Kindergarten and Primary Classes, and Kathy Denny taught the 
grade 1 students some dancing and showed them her artwork. 

ABMHS

ABMHS celebrated Mi’kmaq History month with many different events and workshops. Some of the 
activities included making wooden flowers, playing waltes and celebrating at the end of the month with 
a Mawiomi. (Photo Credit - Clifton Cremo)
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Potlotek’s Lumiere Project

(Story submitted by Noelle Doucette)  

The community Potlotek participated in the Lumiere Festival in Sydney Nova Scotia on Sept.28. The 
Lumiere Festval is a free three-day contemporary arts festival held annually in Sydney. Working with 
artists from Cape Breton and beyond. Lumiere presents innovative projects in a unique format that 
transforms everyday spaces into extraordinary venues for the arts.  

Last year Potlotek participated for the first time with the Muin and Seven Hunters Play performed by 
Mikmawey School students. This year’s entry was a giant woman in a Red Dress representing the 
MMIWG Movement. We were accompanied by men, women and girls from the other Unamaki First 
Nation Communities. They chanted and drummed in the Parade and gathered at the statue of the Giant 
Woman in the Red Dress. Here they drummed sang and danced and enticed the crowd.  

The project was led by George Marshall, Chris Andrews, Michelle Sampson and Noelle Doucette. 
Special thanks to Band Councillor Quentin Doucette for his support. 
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Annual Feast in the Highlands
Students from many of our Unama’ki communities attended the annual Blaire J. Bernard Feast in the 
Highlands. It was a beautiful day for the event and students enjoyed visiting the educational booths, 
trying moose calls, and of course eating the delicious food.  
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Blaire Gould, Acting Executive Director of Mi’kmaw Kina’matnewey welcomed the crowd to the 
Annual General Assembly on October 24th 2019. She spoke about the successes that our 
communities have experienced over the past year, along with the growth and change that the 
organization has been going through.    

During the assembly, each of the Directors at MK had the opportunity to demonstrate to the 
communities what their respective departments had worked on over the 2018/19 fiscal year. 
Janean Marshall followed their presentations with one of her own on the Jenita’simk program 
she has been developing.  

The attendees also got to take part in a workshop by Dorene Bernard on the 7 sacred teachings.  

To view the 2018-19 Annual Report, go to www.kinu.ca. 

MK Hosts Annual General Assembly

http://www.kinu.ca
http://www.kinu.ca
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Mi’kmaw Language Update

The Mi’kmaw language team is currently working on 
a project with regards to land-based learning. They 
are in the process of developing interview questions 
for elders across the province with regards to their 
expertise and knowledge of land-based teachings. 
The interviews will be recorded and a series of videos 
will be developed  for use by educators and learners 
across the province.  

The curriculum for core Mi’kmaw language has been 
developed and will be going to print in early 
November. It is based on novice, basic and 
intermediate levels of language learners. It will be 
provided to teachers at the next networking session 

on November 16 in Eskasoni. PD for the teachers to 
introduce the curriculum will be offered at that time.  

The Mentor Apprentice program is on schedule and they are doing their interviews 
with the language team to discuss their language journey so far. The next gathering 
will be on December 6th in Millbrook.  

Our communities of Glooscap, Annapolis Valley First Nation, and Acadia have all 
started their language classes through Polycom and Zoom with Beverly Jeddore. This 
program will run throughout the year and communities will hold events at the end of 
the year to celebrate their learning.  
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Pre-University Writing Course 
(Story submitted by Michelle Sampson)  

This summer, graduating students in MK schools got to sharpen their academic writing skills in 
preparation for writing term and research papers at local universities and community colleges 
throughout Nova Scotia. Courses were offered in Potlotek, Eskasoni, and Medway. Meikka Fisher, 
course participant from the Acadia Band in Medway, says,”It is a really good way to refresh your 
memory if you have been out of practice for awhile and you may learn things that they don’t teach you 
in high school.”  

The course, which was held for four consecutive days at the end of August, concentrated on the pre -
writing process and the skills associated with planning, writing, and sourcing quality academic papers. 
Students also received a refresher on punctuation, grammar, word usage, writing styles, formatting, 
editing and proofreading. The course also looked at as issues around plagiarism and copyright. We 
know our students are on their way to become successful writers and MK supports them fully on their 
journey! 
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Sounds True Gathering 
Conference 

Our Student Services Consultant, Janean Marshall, was able to attend the first Sounds true Gathering 
Conference in Scotts Valley California Sept 27-30.  The conference was designed to bring the powerhouses 
from around the world  in Yoga, Qi Gong, Mindfulness, Cognitive Therapy, Social Race Justice and Grammy 
award winning performers such as Sean Corne, Ruth King, Tami Simon, Jon Kabat Zinn, Mark Nepo, Damien 
Echols, Snatam Kaur , Richard Miller and more.  These people are experts in their fields and over the course 
of four days, shared their stories, knowledge and experiences.   

“The intent of attending this conference for me was to take back new knowledge share MK’s journey in 
Jentia’simk and look for ways to take Yoga in Schools and Mindfulness to the next level,” explained Janean.  
 “There is an increased need for connections in our schools and an urge to help teach teachers and students 
to regulate and find their centres.  Perhaps at some point some these amazing presenters will be at future 
events and conferences in our MK family of schools. All in an all a very powerful four days to explore, write, 
connect.”   

For more information, plenty of free webinars, and links to Sounds True please visit: 

https://www.soundstruefoundation.org 

https://www.soundstruefoundation.org/
https://www.soundstruefoundation.org/
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Upcoming Events 

Aboriginal Youth Skilled Trades Fair  
November 3-5 Halifax 

Middle School Dodgeball   
November 5 - Potlotek 

Elementary Hockey  
November 5 - Membertou  

High School Dodgeball   
November 29 - Potlotek 

Sports Summit  
November 18 & 19 - Dartmouth 

We’re looking for your ideas! Contact shara@kinu.ca 

Have an event or story idea you’d like to see in the November newsletter?  Contact 
Shara at shara@kinu.ca or 567-0336 ext.5603

mailto:meghan@kinu.ca
mailto:meghan@kinu.ca
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