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 February 2020 

 Pictou Landing opens doors to their new school! 

  

Na’teliaq

  

   

 Excitement radiated through the building 
as students and staff in Pictou Landing saw 
their vision become a reality this month when 
they were able to move into their brand-new 
school.  

 Students were involved in the project 
from the start, with their ideas being 
incorporated into the design of the building. 
They felt such pride being able to see their 
ideas come to life.  

 The anticipated move in date was the 
fall of 2019 but several setbacks with weather 
and other issues delayed the completion of 
the school.  

 The teachers and students made the 
best of their time in their old school during 
this school year but were extremely happy to 
finally be in their new space.  

 An open house was held on February 
14th and the students took their visitors on a 
tour of the school.  They were very excited to 
have a nice new gym and a cafeteria, and 
were looking forward to using their new 
playground, which will include their very own 
zipline!  
  
 "All the years of thoughtful listening 
and thorough planning has paid off,” said 
Irene Endicott, Principal. “Our dream school is 
now a reality and we are thrilled with our new 
learning environment." 
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Pictou Landing Open House 
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Earlier this year, the organizers of NAIG came to visit our Education Directors and Principals to find 
ways to encourage all of our youth to become involved in helping to make NAIG 2020 the best 
games yet. They wanted NAIG to be as inclusive as possible so that even the people who are not 
competing in sport can see themselves as an integral part of the event.  

During one of the engagement sessions, it was proposed that students could help design and 
build the podiums that would be used to honour the medal winners in all sports.  

LSK school in Sipekne’katik excitedly took on the task to design and build the podiums. Students 
in the Skilled Trades 10 and Production Technology 12 courses designed and created the 12 
podiums.  They eagerly began the project in October and completed them before the end of the 
semester at the end of January. They began by drawing their design ideas of the podiums and 
worked with their teachers to create the final product. 

  “Some of our students discovered talents they did not know they had,” said Kelly Oliver, 
Principal. “Others students were proud to be able to showcase their known talents.  Our students 
are proud to be a part of the NAIG games and to showcase their work.” 

 This is the first time there will be podiums at NAIG Games and they were designed and built by 
our Mi’kmaq youth as a team. Many hours of work and planning went into this production and the 
final product is better than anyone imagined.  

An event was held at the school on February 20th to unveil the podiums. Elder Gary Joseph, 
blessed the podiums along with the assistance of Educational Assistant, Simon Nevin. Fiona 
Kirkpatrick Parsons, the Chair of the NAIG board was on hand to address the group and 
congratulate the students on their hard work and successful completion of such an important part 
of the games. Several parents were also in attendance that day and were so very proud of the work 
their children put into the project.  

To take a look at a video created by the NAIG committee about the project you can visit: 
http://www.lskschool.ca/video/naig-concept-product

From concept to product - LSK students 
unveil NAIG podiums 
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LSK students unveil NAIG podiums 
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(Story and photo adapted from miscounts.ca) 

MusiCounts, Canada’s leading music 
education charity, is pleased to 
announce that Carter Chiasson, a 
teacher at Allison Bernard Memorial 
High School in Eskasoni, NS, is the 
recipient of the 2020 MusiCounts 
Teacher of the Year Award, presented 
by the Canadian Scholarship Trust 
Foundation. Each year, the MusiCounts 
Teacher of the Year Award recognizes 
an inspirational and passionate 

Canadian music educator’s impact on students and music education. 
“We are thrilled to present the MusiCounts Teacher of the Year Award to Carter Chiasson this year to celebrate 
the tremendous impact he has on his students and community,” said Kristy Fletcher, Executive Director, 
MusiCounts. “Through Carter’s efforts, Allison Bernard Memorial High School’s music program is an inclusive, 
innovative and engaging learning experience for students.” 
As the Award recipient, Carter will receive $10,000 cash donation, a significant contribution to the Allison 
Bernard Memorial High School music program, a spectacular crystal statuette based on the JUNO Award 
design, and will be honoured at the JUNO Gala Dinner & Awards on Saturday, March 14, as part of 2020 JUNO 
Week in Saskatoon, SK. 
“It’s truly an honour to receive this award. This is something that I feel is not just mine but something to be 
shared by everyone I work with, the community of Eskasoni, Unama’ki and, of course, my students,” said Carter 
Chiasson. “The successes of my music program has been a group effort from day one. More personally, it’s 
incredibly humbling. So many teachers are deserving of this award. Thank you to MusiCounts and the Canadian 
Scholarship Trust Foundation for honouring teachers, and the work you do to support music education.” 
“Carter is a remarkable educator. He brings passion and purpose into the classroom, inspiring the lives of so 
many young kids each and every day,” said Sherry MacDonald, President and CEO of the Canadian Scholarship 
Trust Foundation. “He’s shown us all that music teachers can truly make a difference.” 
Carter’s role at Allison Bernard Memorial High School is teaching courses in both music and technology. 
Eskasoni, NS is home to the largest population of Mi’kmaq people in Canada, and Carter regularly uses both 
music and technology to help students engage with, share and celebrate their cultural identity. 
Carter worked with one of his students, Emma Stevens, to produce a video of her singing “Blackbird” by The 
Beatles in her native Mi’kmaq language. Since then the video has been seen by more than a million people, 
and Carter and Emma have been invited to perform the song across Canada and even for Barack Obama. 
Watch the incredible video here. 
MusiCounts was thrilled to visit Allison Bernard Memorial High School to congratulate Carter on his Award, and 

engage with the music class. 

Carter Chiasson Announced As The 2020 
MusiCounts Teacher Of The Year Award 

http://miscounts.ca
http://miscounts.ca
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Master Cultural Apprentice Weekend 

During the final weekend of February, a gathering was held in Debert for educators and Red Road alumni, 
along with Red Road Elders, Lottie Johnson and Lulan Wells. The second gathering for this Master Cultural 
Apprentice group was based on the theme of Mid-Winter Feasting.  

Over the course of the weekend, the participants took part in cultural ceremonies and workshops on drum 
making and jikmaqn making. The group had the opportunity to do some meditation and learned about 
the Seven Sacred Teachings. They also did some singing, drumming and dancing. The weekend was filled 
with laughter, good food and learning.   

One final gathering for this group is planned  before the end of March. The funding for this project came 
from EPP program funding. There are hopes that it will be identified as best practice and will continue to 
be funded into the future.
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Mi’kmaw Language Mentorship Program 

A new language program has been getting underway in Potlotek. The Mi’kmaw Language 
Mentorship Program is an idea that was developed by teacher, Jasmine Johnson. “I took part in the 
Mentor Apprentice Program through MK and I really saw the benefit in it,” said Johnson. “I wanted 
to do something similar here but on a smaller scale, and something that didn’t cost a lot of 
money.” 

Each week, there will be fluent speakers ready to work with the youth. There will be 2 “themes” 
that they focus on, and because Mi’kmaw is a verb-based language, they will have conversations 
around situations instead of learning only nouns. The program is open to anyone over the age of 
13.  

During the first session, the students were provided with notebooks and are encouraged to write 
notes and take it home to practice with others.  

The program was made possible through a grant for $1500. The money is being used for a small 
honorarium of $25 for the mentors each week, and snacks for the students. There is a plan to 
purchase shirts or hats for the students at the end of the program. The doors are open each week 
to anyone who is interested in attending or mentors who would like to help. 

This is a pilot program which will be run for 6 weeks but if there is interest, it is something that will 
continue into the future.  
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Boys to Men Program 

Rebecca Scirocco, Wellness Consultant, is 
delivering a pilot program in Sipeknekatik at L’nu 
Sipuk Kina’muokuom called Maine Boys to Men, 
RSVP (Reducing Sexism and Violence Program). 
Rebecca went to Maine in October to train to 
become a facilitator for the program. The mission 
of the Maine Boys to Men is to reduce 
interpersonal violence, specifically male violence 
against women and girls, and support the 
development of emotionally fluent, civically 
engaged boys. It addresses the development of 
boys in the context of their relationships, 
socialization process, and cultural environments. 
  

The program is currently being delivered to LSK boys in grades 7-9. There are 15 boys 
enrolled. The program runs for 4 weeks, for 1 hour long during class time. The next school it 
will be delivered to will be Membertou School. The goal is to bring this program to all of our 
MK communities and also train a few more facilitators in 2020-2021. 
 
Some of the content includes teaching the boys about empathy, consent, and gender 
norms. The program is experiential and engaging. The content is designed to fuel 
conversation with the group, and share stories of their experiences.  
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School News 

LSK

Students in Grades 8 and 9 had guests in from Guardian Fisheries (Matt Maloney, Brandon Maloney & 
John Peter-Paul),who  did a presentation on the various different types of trapping the Mi’kmaq people 
use. 

The Guardian Fisheries crew took the classes out to set up a beaver trap, bobcat trap and the students set 
up their own rabbit snares. During class time, students learned the Mi’kmaq words for the following: 

  

snare (trap) – Na’puktaqn 

to set a trap – Na’puktaqnikemk 

set (a trap) – Ilsaqa’tu 

hunt - ketanteket 

beaver – kopit 

Bobcat – Pqajue’wj 

Rabbit – apli’kmuj
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School News 

Pictou Landing 

Students in the Grade 5/6 class decided to do a comparison between their new and old schools. 
They have submitted the following for our monthly newsletter:  

Pictou Landing First Nation just got a new school built for the students and teachers. There are 
many things that are still the same in the new school, however, there are more differences. We will 
be explaining some examples of similarities and differences between the old school and the new 
school.  

 One thing that is alike in the old and new school is we have the same teachers teaching us. 
This means that our teachers didn’t change. Another thing the schools have in common is we still 
have desks and tables to do our work on. We still do homeworkopoly in the new school the same 
as we did in the old school. Like the old school, our new school still has bean bag chairs in our 
classroom, and we are able to use them for the same purpose. The last similarity is both schools 
have the same grade level classes.  

 Unlike the old school, our new one has a library. We have a separate space to store and 
read books other than our classroom. The new school differs from the old school because we have 
a staff room for the teachers to lounge during breaks in the new one now. In our old school we 
had water jugs and cups in our classrooms, on the other hand, in our new school we have water 
fountains in the hallways. The water fountains also have a water bottle fill up station. Even though 
we didn’t have a student lounge area in our old school, we have one now in our new school. We 
can hang out in our pods or in the learning commons. Lastly, our new school is unlike the old 
school because we have lockers for our pod instead of coat hooks.  

 To wrap it up, our new school has many new features for us to enjoy. Even though we liked 
our old school, we love our new one more. Our favourite parts of the new school are the student 
lounge area and lockers.  

By: PLFN School Grade 5/6 students
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School News 

We’koqma’q

We’koqma’q students had a blast during winter carnival week! They had camo day, crazy hair day, ski trips 
and ice fishing to name a few of their action packed days during the week. 
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Mi’kmaw Language Update

The language team attended the International Mother Language Day at the Halifax Central Library 
on Sunday February 24th. They had a booth set up to display our language resources and had an 
opportunity to read a book to the youth in attendance. They really enjoyed the day. 

A networking session took place on February 29 at the cultural centre in Eskasoni. Jasmine Johnson, 
along with her students, presented her game book. Teachers had the opportunity to play each 
game and asked questions about how to make and play all of the games. There were draws at the 
end of the day and they had a chance to win games of their own.  

Planning is currently underway for ANTEC 2020, which will be held in Eskasoni in May. If you have 
any ideas for presenters or ways to make the conference a success please let us know! 
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Upcoming Events 

Mi’kmaw Kina’matnewey Strategic Planning Symposium 
March 10 & 11 - Dartmouth 

ANTEC 
May 13,14 & 15 - Eskasoni 

We’re looking for your ideas! Contact shara@kinu.ca 

We’re on Facebook!

Have an event or story idea you’d like to see in the March newsletter?  Contact 
Shara at shara@kinu.ca or 567-0336 ext.5603

mailto:meghan@kinu.ca
mailto:meghan@kinu.ca
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