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Lesson A3: How do you mean? 

Warm-Up 

Toni collected some more data about how many pets her friends have. Here 
is a complete list that includes this new data:  

4 3 0 7 5 2 1 4 3 1 5 1 

 

How would you figure out the average number of pets Toni’s friends have?  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is the average number of pets ?    ________ 

 

Describe what you notice about the average you found for Toni’s data from 
the last lesson (A2) and the average for this complete list. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Finding the mean of a set of numbers is one way to describe what is typical, 
or the center of the set of numbers. Here are two different ways of finding 
the mean.  

Seven students were asked how many servings of fruit they eat in one 
week.  

They replied with the following numbers:   

5 7 1 0 3 5 2 

 

Strategy 1 for finding the mean: 

 

Student 1  

Student 2 

Student 3 

Student 4 

Student 5 

Student 6 

Student 7 

 

 

Strategy 2 for finding the mean:   

 5 + 7 + 1 + 0 + 3 + 5 + 2 = 22 

  22 / 7 = 3 r 1 

Task 1 
Use the pictograph shown in Strategy 1 and show how you can balance out 
the apples.  
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Task 2 
Do these two strategies give you the same answer or a different answer? 
Explain. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Task 3 

Compare the strategies.  

a) Where can you see the total of 22 in the picture?  
 
 

 

b) How does “divided by” in Strategy 2 compare with what you did in the 
picture in Strategy 1? 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Task 4 

Alexis and Sam are playing a game called Mean Tiles. The goal of this game 
is to be the first player to play all of your tiles.  
 
One way to play your tiles is to put one to five tiles on the gameboard that 
have a mean equal to the tile in the target mean box. Sam is trying to play 
tiles that match the target mean. What tiles should he play? 

Sam could play the tile combinations … ____________________________________ 

 

Sam tries to play the tiles 7 and 9. His partner Alexis isn’t confident that 
works so she says: 

“Sam I’m not too sure that the mean of 7 and 9 is 4. The sum of 7 and 9 is 16. 
If we divide 16 by 2, since we only added two numbers, then the mean 
would be 8! What do you think?” 

If you were Sam, how would you respond? 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Challenge Tasks 

How can Sam use only three of his tiles to reach the target mean of 4?  

_______________  

Show how you know! : 

 

 

Which four tiles can Sam use to brain the target mean of 4?  

_______________ 

Show how you know! : 

 

 

Can Sam make a MEGA MOVE and use five of his tiles!? 

Yes / No 

Show or explain how you know! : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary 

When we look at numerical data, one of the measures we can use to 
describe the data is the mean. The mean is one of the “measures of center” 
that we use in statistics. We use it to describe the center of the data. There 
are also other measures of center, like the median, which we will explore in 
the next lesson.  
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Think of the different strategies we explored in this lesson to find the mean. 
Write down at least two strategies here to help you remember a few ways 
to find the mean of a set of numbers.  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Additional Practice  

Alexis, Gabriel, Kayla and Sam eating lunch at a local diner. They decide to 
pool their money to see how much they can each spend on dessert. Alexis 
had 75 cents, Gabriel had $2.25, Kayla had $3.40 and Sam had $2.60.  
 

1) Find a way they could divide up this money equally between them. 
Show how you would do this.  

 
 

2) How does this problem compare to finding the mean amount of 
money that they have? 

 

 

 

3) Find the mean for this set of Mean Tiles: 
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4) What is the approximate mean for this dot plot that describes the 
number of donuts purchased by customers (     = 100 donuts)? 

Day Donuts purchased 

Monday  

Tuesday  

Wednesday  

Thursday  

Friday  

Saturday  

 
5) Find the mean for this set of numbers. Describe the strategy you 

used.  

12 8 15 5 16 4 20 0 10 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

6) Predict the approximate mean for this set of numbers. Describe the 
strategy you used.  

3 1 4 2 4 2 1 3 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 


