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Lesson A1: What Do You Want to Know? 

Warm-Up 

This lesson is about you and questions you are interested in asking your 
classmates. What do you want to know about other students in this class? 

As you think about your question, keep in mind that some questions might 
be very personal, or even awkward. So, consider: What would be questions 
you (and your classmates) would feel comfortable answering?  

Take a few minutes and write down two or three questions you would want 
to ask other students in this class. (Be sure to create questions that are 
appropriate. Questions you would be comfortable answering if you were 
asked the same question.)  

 

1) 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Group Activity/Class Discussion 

In groups, share and discuss the questions each of you came up with. Help 
each person in your group decide on the best question from their set to ask. 
To decide on a “best question” think about the following: 

● Which question do others in your group find the most interesting?  
● Do others in the group think this is an appropriate question?  
● What might students’ responses be to this question? 

After about five minutes, be prepared to discuss at least one question from 
your group.  

 
4) What is the best question your group thought you should ask other 
students in class? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
5)  Predict some possible answers from your classmates in response to this 
question.  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
6) What are some answers to this question that you think might be 
unrealistic for students in this class?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Whole Class Activity 

Imagine you are all news reporters at an event. You are all trying to get 
answers to a question you were assigned – that is, the “best question” your 
group just discussed.  
 
Each of you needs to get at least five answers to your question. To do this,  
 

1) find a classmate to pair up with 
2) each of you take turns asking your question  
3) be sure to write down the response to your question 
4) find someone else to pair up with and exchange questions. 

Repeat this cycle five times and then return to your seats.  
 
This should take no more than five minutes. So that you can hear each 
other’s questions and answers, be sure to keep the volume to a regular 
conversation tone.  
 
Ready? Any questions? Circulate and get five responses to your question. 
 
7) Rewrite your question here: 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Response 1: _______________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Response 2: ______________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Response 3: ______________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Response 4: ______________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Response 5: ______________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Individual Activity 

Before we discuss your results as a class, answer the following questions: 

 

8) Are the responses to your questions what you predicted?  Yes  /  No 

 
9) Were the responses the same or different?   Same /  Different 
 

10) Were the responses numbers, names of things, or something else?  

 

Whole Class Discussion/Debrief 

Each of you asked a question you were interested in. You all had a chance 
to gather some responses to your question. We are going to use this 
information to make sense of differences in the types of questions that you 
asked.  

● Quick show of hands: Have heard of the word statistics?  
● When you think of statistics, what do you think of? 

 

Statistics is a type of mathematics where we collect and analyze data. It is 
one of the ways we use mathematics to make sense of the world around us, 
describe events or issues, make predictions, and so on.  

When we collect data, we often choose questions that are important to us 
or others. Sometimes the data we collect is written as numbers. Sometimes 
the data we collect are the names of things like colors, favorite restaurants, 
the school you went to in 3rd grade. Data represented by names of things is 
also called categorical data.  

● Any idea why this type of data might be called categorical? 

Let’s try to get a summary of the type of data you collected.  
 

● Who had questions that had numerical responses? 
● Who had questions that had categorical responses? 
● Did any of you have responses that were neither numerical nor 

categorical? 
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We started out this class asking, “What do you want to know about other 
students in this class?” 

Some of you created and used statistical questions. Statistical questions 
usually result in responses that vary – that is, not all of the responses are the 
same.  

We used the word usually. The reason for this is that sometimes when a 
small group responds to a question, there is a chance that all of the 
responses could be the same. You only had five responses. Maybe, if you 
asked more people, you might get responses that vary.  

With this in mind, think about and write a response to the following 
question.  

 

11)  Was the question you used a statistical question? If so, explain why. If 
not, explain, why not. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Summary 

Not all questions are the same. Some are statistical questions, because 
there are various responses – that is, the responses vary. Statistical 
questions produce answers that are categorical or numerical.  

Think about the types of questions you ask and compare them to the types 
of questions that you sometimes see in a questionnaire or survey. When 
you ask questions, do you think about the different ways someone might 
respond?  

 


