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Lesson 1: Going Shopping 
 
1. What kind of things do you buy more than one of when 

you are at the grocery store? Be sure it is the same item, 
for example, I buy 4 bananas when I go grocery 
shopping. Give at least 5 examples. 

 
Review the items in your “grocery bag” from your teacher. Sort the items in 
your bag with your partner in a way that makes sense to both of you. 
 
2. Now that you have sorted your grocery items with your partner, consider 

how you could represent those orders in writing. Write out your grocery 
order using words, numbers, and operation symbols. 

 
3. Look at how the students sorted the 

grocery order to the right. How could you 
explain in writing what was in their basket 
using words, numbers, and operation 
symbols? 

 
 
Summary & Vocabulary 
 
Expressions are made up of operation symbols, numbers, and variables. 
 
3p + 3c + 5t +1b  is an example of an Expression 
 
Variables are letters that we use to represent unknown quantities. In this 
case, we used variables to represent the prices of the items. 

● P represents the price of each potato 
● C represents the price of each carrot 
● T represents the price of each tomato 
● B represents the price for each loaf of bread 

 
The numbers in front of variables are called coefficients and indicate that 
we have multiples of a quantity. 

3p + 3c + 5t +1b   
 
For example, in the expression for our groceries 3p means we can multiply 
the potato price by 3 since we had 3 potatoes, it is the same as p+p+p 
because both indicate that 3 potatoes were purchased for the same price. 
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4. Write an expression using variables, coefficients, and operations to 
model the total cost of the groceries in each order from Meijer. 

 
 
5. Now, using the expressions you wrote in question 4 and the prices 

pictured below, calculate the total cost of each grocery order. 

 
 
 
6. What are some different expressions that 

could be written to represent the cost of the 
fruit snacks pictured to the right? 

 

 

Quick Check 

If we use the variable b, it represents ______________________________________ 

If we use the variable p, it represents ______________________________________ 
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7. Write at least 2 expressions to represent the “Classic 
Mix” Pictured to the right.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
8. Usually, the unit price of each package in a variety mix is the same. If 

each snack costs the same price what expression could you write? 
 
 
 
9. If the unit price of each snack is $0.65, how much does the entire box 

cost? Explain how you calculated the total cost. 
 
 
 
 
10. With your partner, write two different 

expressions to represent the total price of all 
items pictured to the right. 

 
 

11. What other expressions might you write to 
represent the purchase if each flavor was a 
different price? 

 
 

 
 
 
Summary  
12. Write an expression using variables, 

coefficients, and operation symbols to 
represent the shopping order pictured 
below. Explain how the parts of your 
expression represent the grocery order. 

 
 


