
 MIECZYSŁAW  SIDE ONE 

 A gathering of young actors, led by MIECZYSŁAW [  M’YETCH  –iz–lahv], 
 are gathered in secret to discuss the nature of the theatre 
 company they wish to establish amidst Nazi occupation. 

 MIECZYSŁAW 
 We’ve spoken many times of our desire to 
 establish an acting troupe. Up to now, it has 
 been something of a hypothetical 
 conversation. But can I assume that we are 
 agreed when I say that such plans have grown 
 from hypothetical to essential? 

 ALL 
 Agreed / Yes / etc. 

 MIECZYSŁAW 
 We are under attack. And I don’t just mean 
 our cities and homes. I mean our culture. Our 
 history. The very heart of Poland—— 

 KAROL 
 The very  soul  , Miecio [  M’YETCH  –oh]. 

 MIECZYSŁAW 
 ——is being uprooted. I believe it is our 
 responsibility as storytellers, as  Polish 
 storytellers, to protect and nurture those 
 roots. 

 ALL 
 Hear, hear! / Huzzah! / etc. 

 MIECZYSŁAW 
 But it must also be said that, though such an 
 effort is needed now more than ever, it’ll 
 also be more dangerous now than ever. I know 
 you all understand this. But I think we must 



 take a moment to truly consider what this may 
 well cost us. I need each of you to consider 
 the unthinkable reality that such actions 
 could cost you your life. 

 All that we hear is the ticking of a clock as the group silently 
 considers this reality for a few moments. 

 MIECZYSŁAW 
 Think of all that is dear to you for a 
 moment. The loved ones you would leave 
 behind. The years you would lose. The stories 
 you would never be able to tell. Would you 
 risk all you hold dear? 

 Another brief moment of stillness as the clock ticks away. 

 DANUTA 
 Poland  is  all that we hold dear. If she’s 
 lost, there won’t  be  anything to leave 
 behind. 

 KAROL 
 Brawo [  BRAH  –voh]. 

 MIECZYSŁAW 
 Do we believe, then, that it is worth what it 
 might cost? 

 DANUTA 
 Yes. 

 HALINA 
 Yes. 

 TADEUSZ 
 Yes. 



 KRYSTYNA 
 Yes. 

 KAROL 
 Yes. 

 MIECZYSŁAW 
 Good. Now then. To the nature of our 
 troupe... 


