
 WILL MALLARD, SIDE TWO 

 WILL 
 Shouts 
 Edith! Mary Edith! 

 EDITH 
 Turns around 
 Daddy? 

 WILL runs into the light, out of the tunnel. He scoops up EDITH in his arms and holds her tight. 

 WILL 
 Edith, you gave me such a scare. What are you doing off the train? 

 EDITH 
 Looking up at her dad. 
 I got off to warn the Midnight Express. Phillip was going to do it, but Mr. Pullman forbade him. 
 He said it was useless. I know Wagner will do whatever it takes to wreck the Night Train, but I 
 don’t want them to smash into us and - 

 SOUND of the Midnight Express, wheels on the tracks, coming closer. 

 EDITH 
 Daddy, they’re not stopping! They’re coming toward us faster than ever. Do you hear them? 

 WILL 
 I hear them. Come on. Take my hand. The brakes are fixed. The Night Train will start up again 
 any moment now. We have to hurry. 

 EDITH 
 Yes, Dad. 

 EDITH takes WILL’s hand and the two begin to run back towards the Night Train. SOUND of the 
 Midnight Express grows louder as they approach the tunnel. 

 WILL 
 Come on, Edith. Keep moving. 



 EDITH 
 I’m running as fast as I can, Daddy. 

 The whistle of the Midnight Express splits the air, echoing in the tunnel so it sounds like it’s 
 surrounding WILL and EDITH. EDITH cries out in surprise, trips on a railroad tie, and falls on 
 her face. 

 WILL 
 Stops and bends down to pick her up. Worried. 
 Edith! Edith are you alright? That was a nasty fall. Did you trip on a railroad tie? I told you to 
 walk on the grade - on the edge of the tunnel so you wouldn’t trip. 

 EDITH 
 Begins to sob 
 The whistle scared me - 

 WILL 
 I know. I’m sorry. You’re doing your best. What hurts? 

 EDITH 
 Between sobs. 
 My ankle. It got caught. I can’t - I can’t keep running, Daddy. I’m sorry. I’m so sorry. 

 WILL 
 Hush. Hush. It’s okay, Edith. I’m here to take care of you. Put your arms around my neck. I’m 
 going to carry you the rest of the way. 

 EDITH 
 Crying still 
 But Daddy, I’m too big. I’m almost thirteen years old - 

 WILL 
 Nonsense. You’ll never be too big for me to carry. 


