
 SAM LEWIS, SIDE TWO 

 PAUL 
 Got it. What are you working on? 

 SAM 
 I’m looking at the map right now. 

 PAUL 
 I love maps! 

 SAM 
 We are right about here  (gestures to the map),  just past Des Moines, Iowa. Our plan was to cross 
 this line, that’s the Missouri River, this evening. We’d go on just a little farther to be in Omaha, 
 Nebraska  (taps the map squarely)  at 7pm on January 2nd. 

 PAUL 
 How far behind are we? 

 SAM 
 We have - let me see - one hundred and thirty miles to go. If we make good time, we’ll only be a 
 few hours late. We had planned a tourist stop in Omaha. Pullman was going to host a series of 
 performances at the station that evening, but that will have to be cancelled. By cutting our stop in 
 Omaha short, we can get back some of our lost time. 

 PAUL 
 Will we still be ahead of the Midnight Express? 

 SAM 
 Wagner planned to have his Midnight Express start this morning. Assuming they are still on 
 track, they’ll follow the Kansas Pacific route from Chicago, headed west. 

 PAUL 
 What route are we on? 

 SAM 
 We are on the Union Pacific route. It runs parallel to the Kansas Pacific route, further north. The 
 two routes merge in Utah at Promontory Summit. 



 PAUL 
 So we can still beat the Midnight Express? Awesome! 

 SAM 
 So long as we cross the Union Pacific Bridge before dawn, we are in good shape. We’ll get an 
 update on the progress of the Midnight Express when we stop in Omaha for our coal and grocery 
 supplies. 

 PAUL 
 What is that bridge like? 

 SAM 
 It’s about a half mile long. Spans the Missouri River. It is not the biggest bridge we’ll cross, but 
 it might be the most perilous. 

 PAUL 
 Why? 

 SAM 
 Two years ago, there was a big wind storm. They called it one of “unparallelled force” in the 
 railroad report. It ripped off and carried away the two eastern spans of the bridge. They have 
 propped up a temporary structure to keep business moving, but there haven’t been any permanent 
 changes to guarantee its safety. 

 PAUL 
 Why are we going on it then? 

 SAM 
 There is no other way over, Paul. Until the trains make enough money by wiggling across that 
 bridge, the Union Pacific won’t have enough money to fix it properly. 

 PAUL 
 Wow. Does Dad know about that? 

 SAM 
 He has taken trains over the bridge in the past. I am sure he’s aware. Once we cross the Missouri, 
 it’s only a short sprint to Omaha. 

 PAUL 
 How many hours? 



 SAM 
 Two hours from the bridge to our station in Omaha. 

 PAUL 
 Very serious. 
 That’s good. I’ll keep an eye on the time. 

 SAM 
 That’s a good boy. You’ll make a grand conductor. 


