
 RUDIE ACKERMAN, SIDE ONE 

 RUDIE 
 Why hello there, kids! 

 EDITH & PAUL 
 Hi. 

 RUDIE 
 Didn’t I see you outside helping to shovel us out of the avalanche? 

 PAUL 
 Yup. 

 RUDIE 
 What natural heroism child labour fosters! What virtue and excellence in the American spirit. I’ll 
 bet you two even enjoyed working outside, didn’t you? 

 PAUL 
 Um… I guess so? 

 RUDIE 
 Ex-xactly. Thank goodness those silly laws haven’t passed yet. What those activists don’t realize 
 is that children  enjoy  labor - why, they thrive on it! Why are you two on the Night Train? Eager 
 to begin your working days? Start earning a bit of extra pocket money? 

 RUDIE pulls out his pad and paper. 

 PAUL 
 Suspicious 
 Why are you taking notes? 

 RUDIE 
 Chortles 
 My name is Rudie Ackerman. I write advertisements for the Pullman cars! I am interested in 
 every passenger and every story related to George Pullman’s magnificent works. Tell me, what 
 destination do you wish to travel to most aboard a Pullman train? 

 PAUL 
 I wanna see Salt Lake. 



 RUDIE 
 Jotting down notes on his pad and paper. 
 Excellent… excellent… What delightfully modern times we live in!  And with the following 
 statements can you tell me whether you would strongly agree, agree, you feel neutral about it, 
 disagree, strongly disagree? 

 EDITH 
 I’m sorry - what? 

 RUDIE 
 When I read the following statements, can you let me know whether you strongly agree, agree, 
 you feel neutrally about it, you disagree, or you strongly disagree? 

 EDITH 
 Um. Sure, I guess. 

 RUDIE 
 “I find myself daydreaming about when my next ride aboard a fabulous Pullman Night Train will 
 be.” 

 EDITH 
 Um - I feel… confused? Right now I feel confused. 

 RUDIE 
 Sighing 
 What about you, young man, do you agree with that statement? 

 PAUL 
 Realizing he wasn’t paying attention. 
 Um - I - I was - I feel strongly neutral about it. 

 RUDIE 
 Quite. Right. And one more statement if you allow me: “George Pullman is my ideal American 
 hero and I wish to emulate him in my personal conduct.” 


