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How do economic migrant parents living in the Thai-Myanmar 

border region negotiate conflicting family and child needs?

• Understand parental decision making in a situation of 

protracted displacement and adversity

• Qualitatively analyze micronarratives of economic migrant 

parents living in Mae Sot, Thailand 

• Use the four types of capital identified by Pierre Bourdieu 

(economic, cultural, social, and symbolic capital) as a 

theoretical lens to understand parental decision making [4]

Data Source: 

• Parenting in Adversity: An International Comparative Study

Data Collection: 

• Micronarratives collected as a written story or an audio 

recording, which was transcribed and translated to English 

• Survey responses collected with SenseMaker® data collection 

application on iPads. Data collected by locally trained 

Research Assistants from March to July 2019

Inclusion Criteria:

• 371 stories were collected in Mae Sot, Thailand of which 69 

were analyzed from economic migrants experiencing “a lot” or 

“extreme” adversity

Qualitative Methods: 

• Micro-narratives were analyzed using the Qualitative Analysis 

Guide of Leuven (QUAGOL) protocol [5]

• 104 first order codes were crafted inductively and 23 categories 

were derived 

• NVivo was used to link micro-narratives with categories

• First order codes and Bourdieu’s four types of capital were 

linked to micro-narratives in second round of coding 

• 6 themes were picked for in-depth analysis 

• Myanmar is a low-middle income county 

in Southeast Asia with a long history of 

conflict and political instability [1]

• Many Burmese migrants are in a situation 

of protracted displacement in Thailand, 

where 25,000 or more refugees from the 

same nationality have been displaced for 

more than five years [2]

• Conflict is ongoing, as there was a military 

coup in February 2021 

• Paucity of literature examining decision 

making among parents experiencing  

protracted displacement in Southeast Asia

• Parenting decisions are often driven by multiple underlying 

motivations; in addition to or in place of physical items (ex. 

land, money) parents aim to give children intangible assets 

(ex. education, social discipline)

• Migrant parents in Thailand may face additional adversity 

because they are ethnic and religious minorities and in a 

situation of protracted displacement

• To effectively understand the experiences of migrant families it 

is crucial to understand their needs, motivations andaspirations  

Strengths: Data was collected by trained local Research 

Assistants in the local languages of participants; Rigorous coding 

method used to determine themes

Limitations: Data is based on self-reporting with local Research 

Assistants, which could create social desirability biases; Further 

details of each participant’s situation are unknown

Symbolic

Parent leaves home for work and child 

lives with one parent, grandparent(s) 

or other relative

Economic

“We wanted to raise our children just like the other 

kids in the village, sending them to school and 

provide them with everything that the other kids 

could have.  In order to be able to do that, my 

husband decided to go and work in Bangkok and I 

would stay at home raising the children.” 

Muslim Mother, age 65+ years (NARR ID 608)

1

Parent wants better paying job to 

financially support family 

Parent wants child to be formally 

educated

Parent has child leave school to 

work and financially support family 

Economic 

2
Parent may face adversity and require 

assistance to meet basic needs

“Therefore, I tell my son “It is enough for you to finish 

grade 9 in our village. I cannot afford you and I do not 

have money. So, you should help us to find some 

daily labor work and you should help our family.”

Burmese Mother age 55-64 years (NARR ID 515)

Parent sends child to Burmese 

school instead of Thai school

Parent wants it to be easy for child to 

make “positive” friendships
Social

Cultural 

“I think it's the best that Burmese people go to 

Burmese school. I don't think going to Thai 

school is very useful for us.” 

Burmese Father, age 45-54 years (NARR ID 508)

3
Parent wants child to interact with 

others of a similar cultural heritage

Parents keep their child at home and 

do not let them go out to play with 

Thai children

Parent wants child to have a “good” 

reputation
Symbolic

Cultural 

4

Parent wants child to adhere to 

cultural norms

“They [daughters] don't play with other children. 

They play by themselves. I don't allow them to play 

with others as well because I'm afraid they would fall 

in a fight. Like you know. If they fight with Thai 

children. Thai people have only one ear. “

Burmese Mother, age 35-44 years (NARR ID 626)

Parent wants son to have a “good” 

reputation  

Social

Symbolic

Parent disciplines son for having 

friends who use alcohol or drugs5

Parent wants son to make “positive” 

friendships  

“I do not want my child to consume drugs or 

alcohol like other's children. We want our child to 

behave well and have a good manner.” 

Burmese Father, age 35-44 years (NARR ID 513)

Symbolic

Cultural 

6 Parents does not let daughter 

spend time with boys

“Now she is older so I said, "this is not our 

country, daughter. Don't hang out with boys. They 

aren't your relatives or fellow villagers." “ 

Muslim Mother, age 18-24 years (NARR ID 637)

Parent wants daughter to have a 

good reputation   

Parent wants daughter to avoid 

interacting with Thai boys

Figure 1. Map of Thailand [3]

• It was expected that parenting decisions made by economic 

migrants would primarily be driven by a desire to acquire more 

economical capital for themselves, their family and their 

children’s education, but other types of capital were important

• Parents’ pursuits of economic capital, resulting in children 

being “left behind”, have consequences for these children’s 

development & overall wellbeing [6]

• Khamkhom & Jampaklay (2019) reported that female migrants 

in Thailand who send remittances may be motivated by 

cultural obligations and altruism, which relates to the 

complexity of motivations in parenting decisions [7]

• Chan (2020) reported that public Thai education may not be 

desirable for Burmese migrant children due to social 

exclusion; schools are important settings for social, cultural 

and symbolic capital [8]

STRENGTHS & LIMITATIONS

Figure 2. Flow chart of inclusion criteria
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