
F-1 Travel and Re-entry 

Issues 
 

When F-1 students wish to leave the US temporarily and return to continue studies at the 

institution in which they are enrolled, they must secure the necessary documents to 

1) Permit entry to another country and  

2) Permit re-entry to the United States 

For entry into another country, the student is responsible for investigating that country’s entry 

requirements well In advance of travelling; students can access that information from foreign 

embassies at www.embassy.org. 

In other to reenter the US in F-1 status, the student must present all of the following” 

1) A valid I-20 with current DSO/PDSO signature from the school he/she is entering to 

attend 

2) A valid F-1 student visa stamp 

3) A valid passport or travel document 

A student who has completed his or her program of study has no basis for re-entry to the US as 

an F-1 student unless he or she has been admitted to a new program of study and has the new 

form I-20 or he or she is returning to an authorized OPT job after completion of studies.  

Your form I-20 

If you travel outside the US while you are in F-1 status, your I-20 must be signed on page 3by a 

DSO/PDSO from the school that issued your I-20. Your valid I-20 with a DSO/PDSO’s 

signature confirms that you are maintaining your F-1 status and are eligible to re-enter the US. 

The signature is valid for one year.  

• Page 3 must be signed for travel authorization 

• Absence from US must be less than five months 

• You must allow DSO/PDSO to check your passport and visa for validity before traveling 

Note: it is not necessary to reprint an I-20 for a travel signature unless all signature lines are full. 

Transferring students should present the new I-20 from the new school when re-entering. 

Form I-515A  

A student who re-enters the US without required documentation may be allowed entry by the 

Port-of –Entry (POE) official using form I-515A (formerly I-515). This allows a student to enter 

for up to 30 days within which time the student will report to the DSO/PDSO for required 

documentation. The 30 day period will be reflected on a date-certain I-94 card (not stamped 

“D/S). In most cases, Form I-515A is used when the student did not obtain a DSO/PDSO 

signature on page 3 of the I-20 or he/she lost the I-20. If a DSO/PDSO signature was not 
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obtained prior to departure, the POE officer will issue the I-515A to allow the student to enter 

and obtain the proper signature. If the student has lost the I-20, the DSO/PDSO will re-print a 

copy for processing. The form I-515A along with required documentation must be processed at 

the Washington DC address.  

Five-month rule 

An F-1 student who remains outside the US for five or more consecutive months, even with a 

valid travel signature, will need a new initial attendance I-20 for re-entry. A common example is 

a leave of absence (LOA) when the SEVIS record has been terminated. The previous I-20 is no 

longer valid for re-entry. Payment of SEVIS fee is required for new initial attendance I-20. 

Your F-1 Visa Stamp 

A valid Visa stamp in your passport is also required for re-entry. If your visa stamp has expired, 

you will need to go to a US consulate outside of the US to apply for a new Visa. 

SEVIS I-901 FEE 

Before attending the visa interview in your home country, you must pay a $350 SEVIS fee 

directly to the US department of Homeland Security. There are three ways to pay the fee: 

1) Complete the form I-901 and mail it with a money order in US dollars; 

2) Pay online with a credit card at www.fmjfee.com (this is the fastest method). When 

paying online, please allow three business days for your payment to be processed before 

going to your F-1 visa interview. It is important that you save the receipt and keep it in a 

save place. You may asked to show this receipt during the interview. At the US port of 

entry of entry, or after you are in the US.  

*** Special Notes on OPT and Travel*** 

Student on post-completion OPT must have travel signatures revalidated every 6 months. In 

addition to the valid passport, current i-20 with OPT noted on page 3, and visa stamp, OPT 

students must also present border again with a valid EAD card and proof of OPT employment or 

appropriate job offer. You may also be asked to proof that you have sufficient funds to live in the 

US. 

If you have applied for OPT and have not yet received the EAD card, DO NOT travel outside the 

US. Also, if you have received the EAD but do not have proof of a job to return to, DO NOT 

travel.  

 

 

  

   

   Location: Business office

E-mail: jgonzalez@sanignaciouniversity.edu

305-629-2929 x4035 |

CONTACT US | Registrar’s office/ International student coordinator|
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