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First, I would like to say THANK YOU to the members of the J. L. Turner Legal Association 
(“Association”) for the opportunity to serve as your 2015 President.  I am truly honored and 
humbled to lead one of the finest legal associations in America. 2015 has certainly been a 
dynamic year advancing the Association’s mission and critical initiatives.  
 

In 2015, I was determined to make the Association bigger and better than ever!  With everyone’s help, we 
were able to reach this goal.  I am happy to report that, as of November 1, 2015, the Association has over 350 
members and over 50 paralegal members.   

The Association was very busy providing its membership engaging CLE programs and ample networking 
opportunities.  This year, I was able to implement a CLE that fulfilled my vision of bridging the gap between 
senior and younger attorneys.  In June 2015, I started the Presidential CLE Series honoring Dallas’ Living 
Legends.  Also, Judge Moyé, with the dedicated assistance of Karen McCloud, presented another great year of 
the Trial Advocacy CLE Series. 

This year, the Association worked hard to help members 
build their businesses and develop new business 
connections. For instance, we held a CLE with the North 
Central Texas Regional Certification Agency, featuring 
Darcel Webb, to advise members on how to become 
certified as small business firms, minority owned firms 
and minority women owned firms.  With certifications, 
members of the Association were invited to attend 
a meeting with DFW Airport’s general counsel and 
members of the business diversity and development 
department to learn how members can provide legal 
services to the airport.   
 
After the tragedy in Charleston, South Carolina, the 
Association, along with the Dallas Bar Association, 
Dallas Asian American Bar Association, Dallas Hispanic 
Bar Association, Dallas Association of Young Lawyers, 
Dallas Women Lawyers Association and the Dallas 
Gay and Lesbian Bar Association, signed a Joint Resolution condemning the violent mass shooting, offering 
sympathy and condolences to the families of the victims, and vowing to remain committed to eliminate hatred 

based on race, ethnic backgrounds, national origin, gender, religious 
beliefs, or sexual orientation.  
 
Early in the year, the Association voted Thelma Clardy, Association Past 
President and one of the founders of the Dallas Black Women Attorneys 
Committee, as its new Historian, replacing the late Honorable L. A. 
Bedford, Jr.  The Association and Ms. Clardy are working hard to collect 
the archives of the Association and store them in one place.  One timeless 
and treasured archive has already been discovered earlier this year.  On 

September 15, 2015, during one of the Presidential CLE Series, James Belt, Jr. presented the Association with a 
copy of the Association’s first meeting minutes dated May 4, 1952.  A copy of these original minutes is included 
in this newsletter so that every member can share and reflect on this piece of history.  

2015
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President: Ebony Rivon

Immediate Past President: Tatiana Waits

Vice President: Amber Gregg

Treasurer: Erin Nowell

Parliamentarian: Angel Reveles

Corresponding Secretary: Ashlei Scott

Recording Secretary: Christie Williams

Director: Jasmine Wynton

Director: Sheria Smith

President Elect: Emmanuel Obi

2015 - A YEAR IN REVIEW
By Ebony Rivon - 2015 JLTLA President 



Ebony Rivon, 2015 President, created and hosted a Presidential CLE Series to honor 
Dallas’ Living Legends at the Belo Mansion. It featured distinguished members who are 
long time members of the Association and continue to impact the legal community. 

Speakers and topics included: 
•	 Honorable L. Clifford Davis – Importance of Civil Responsibility
•	 H. Ron White – Black Lives Matter! Police Brutality Is Not the Only Issue. Where do we stand?
•	 James Belt - The History of the Black Lawyer in Dallas
•	 Chief Justice Carolyn Wright - Reflections on the Past and Vision 

for the Future---A Survey of African American Advocates in Texas
•	 Honorable Sam Lindsay - An Emerging National Crisis: The 

Disconnect Between Law Enforcement and the Black Community
•	 Frederick D. Lewis - Civil Rights: The Struggle Continues

This work could not and was not done on my own.  I had the help of countless supporters, 
friends, and dedicated members of the Association to assist me in achieving my goals 

as president and for the betterment of the Association.  At 
the annual gala, I awarded the following individuals with a 
2015 Presidential Award: Tatiana Waits, Tiffany Kamuche, Erin 
Nowell, and Sonya Hoskins. 
 
However, I would also like to recognize the following members for all of their hard 
work, kind words, and diligence devoted to making sure that the business of the 
Association was taken care of: KoiEles Lomas Spurlock, Kandace Walter, Karen 
McCloud, Art Anthony, Vicki Blanton, Christie Williams, Jasmine Robinson, Jasmine 
Wynton, LaNasha Houze, Lakeisha Forte-Wells, and Nakisha Lewis. 
 
Again, I thank you for the opportunity to serve and for all of your support.  The future 
of the Association looks bright and promising as long as we all continue to do our 
part.  Please enjoy this 2015 Year-In-Review edition of the 
JLTLA Express Newsletter. 
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A PRESIDENTIAL CLE
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Special thankS to Mr. James Belt, Jr. for discovering this historical document in his 
home and sharing it with the association.

A LOOK BACK AT JLTLA HISTORY
Minutes from the First Meeting of the Association: May 4, 1952 



JLTLA The “Express” Newsletter   .:.    December 2015 Issue    .:.      Page 4

CONTINuING LEGAL EDuCATION 
FOR JLTLA 

JLTLA was busy in 2015 with many CLE opportunities for members. . .

Trial Advocacy CLE presented by Judge Eric Moyé of the 14th Judicial District Court, 
Dallas County

March: Effective Courtroom Advocacy. A perspective from the Judiciary, panel discussion including District 
Judge Sam Lindsay, U.S. District Judge for the Northern District of Texas, Judge Tonya Parker, 116th Judicial 
District Court, Judge Ernest White, 194th Judicial District Court, and moderator 
Judge Eric Moyé, 14th Judicial District Court.

April: Voir Dire, presented by Malcolm Renwick, Renwick & Associates PC, and 
William Toles, Fee, Smith, Sharp & Vitullo LLP.

May: Opening Statements, presented by Nolan C. Knight, Shareholder, Munsch 
Hardt Kopf & Harr, PC, and Joe A. Smith, Shareholder, Smith Law.

June: Effective Direct Examination, presented by Shonn Brown, Partner, Gruber 
Hurst Elrod Johanson Hail Shank, LLP, and Gerald W. Roberts, Managing Mem-
ber, G. W. Roberts Law Firm, PLLC.

July: Effective Cross Examination, presented by Paul Stafford, Shareholder, Staf-
ford Barrow, PLLC, and Victor Vital, Shareholder, Greenberg Traurig LLP. 

August: Evidence, Use of Exhibits and Objections, presented by Chantel Lee, 
The Myers Law Group, LLP, and Russell Wilson II, Russell Wilson II Law Office.

September: Expert Witness Testimony, presented by Kevin Brooks, Dallas As-
sistant DA, Felony Trial Bureau Chief and Bree West, 
Dallas Assistant DA, Child Abuse Unit.

October: Closing Arguments, presented by Shonn 
Brown, Partner at Gruber Hurst Elrod Johanson Hail 

Shank, LLP, and Nolan C. Knight, Partner at Munsch Hardt Kopf & Harr, PC.

Additional CLE 
July 1: Discovery Disputes and Practice Tips before Associate Judges in the 
Civil District Courts, hosted by Judge Monica Purdy.

 
October 28: JLTLA/DVAP present 
A Primer on Protective Orders, 
presented by Russell Wilson II.
 
Dec 15: JLTLA/DVAP present I’ve Passed the Bar, Now What? 
Handling Your First Wills Contest.
 
Special thanks to karen McCloud for her continued support 
and coordination of our CLE programs.
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January 29: Membership Drive and happy hour at Kennedy Room, Sponsored in whole by 
Godsey Martin, PC (http://www.godseymartin.com/)

April 1: Members attended “The Media’s Role 
in Civil Rights: Cinematheque and an open 

discussion with Touré” presented by The University of Texas at Dallas 
Office of Diversity and Community Engagement

April 23: Members attended Jazz in the Atrium at Dallas Museum of 
Art, featuring “Evidence: The Music of Thelonious Monk” presented 
by Dave Zoller

May 15: Spring Social at The Island Spot (http://www.theislandspot.com/)

June 5: Civil/Criminal Mixer at Gloria’s at Bishop Arts

June 18: Joint Networking/Information session at Dallas CASA (http://
www.dallascasa.org/), cohosted by Dallas CASA/NBMBAA/JLTLA

July 30: JLTLA hosted its Annual Affinity happy hour at The Rustic.  The event was cohosted by Rivon Law 
Firm, Dallas Black Criminal Bar Association, L. Clifford Davis Legal Association, Urban League of Greater 

Dallas-Young Professionals, CV Roman Medical Society, National 
Black MBA Association, and RICOH.  The Affinity Happy Hour 
was created to foster and nurture relationships among DFW 
professionals inside and outside of the legal field. Lawyers, 
Doctors, Accountants, Business Owners, Artists, Educators, 
and many other 
community leaders 
were present.

August 26: Painting Party with Artist Johnathon Foster  
(http://www.johnavich.com) 

October 9: Bowling Social and happy hour, Sponsored in whole 
by The Witherspoon Law Group (http://thewitherspoonlawgroup.com)

December 11: Holiday Party at Bridge Bistro in the design district

thanks to all sponsors and members who participated in our events this year. We look forward to 
creating new memories next year.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Special thanks to 2015 Administrative Membership Chair: Lanasha houze. Ms. Houze did a great job tracking 
applications, dues payments, and welcoming new members to the Association. 

2015 MEMBERSHIP EVENTS
Kandace D. Walter, 2015  Social Membership Chair 
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As lawyers, it is our responsibility to serve not only our clients but also the greater 
community. This year, JL Turner’s Community Outreach Committee did just that.   

J.L. Turner sponsored and volunteered numerous 
times at the DVAP South Dallas Legal Clinic and 
The Dallas Bar Association LegalLine. Members provided advice in the 
areas of family law, landlord-tenant law, employment law, bankruptcy 
and general litigation. Additionally, J.L. Turner co-sponsored Ask-A-
Lawyer Clinic with the Dallas Association of Young Lawyers at the North 
Oak Cliff Library in Dallas. To end this year of service, the committee 
will participate in Angel Tree, providing Christmas gifts to children in 
need. The Community Outreach Committee is the proud recipient of the 
2015 JLTA Presidential Award for Committee of the Year.

“It has been a great year of service and a privilege to lead the 
charge.  thank you to the membership and board for making a 
positive stamp on the communities we serve.” Committee Co-
chairs tiffany kamuche and Jasmine Robinson

2015 COMMITTEE OF THE YEAR
Community Outreach and Engagement 

TIFFANY KAMUCHE 
is a graduate of Texas Tech School of 
Law. Her practice includes Family Law, 

Estate Planning, 
Real Estate, and 
Probate. She is a 
Solo Practitioner 

at Kamuche 
Law Firm, PLLC. 

Tiffany is a native 
of Dallas and 

enjoys Laughter, 
Church, Dance, 

Yoga, Card Games, and Netflix.

JASMINE ROBINSON 
Is a graduate 
of the university 
of Cincinnati 
College of Law.  
Her practice 
includes 
commercial 
litigation at 
White & Wiggins, 

LLP. Jasmine is from Jackson, Mississippi 
and enjoys Exploring and Volunteering in 
her spare time.



JLTLA The “Express” Newsletter   .:.    December 2015 Issue    .:.      Page 7

Driven primarily by the implementation of SB 14 (i.e., the Texas Voter ID law), the Public 
Policy committee sought to ways to enhance the voting experience, and deepen ties 
to the community in North Texas.  In late 2015, the committee initiated dialogue with 
its counterparts in the Dallas Hispanic Bar Association and Dallas Asian American Bar 
Association to explore a coordinated, regional voter education and community engagement 

project in the lead-up to next year’s presidential elections.  The goal is to undertake a sustained, lawyer-driven 
effort to broadly educate North Texans of color about the voting process; and effectively disseminate information 
to area civic and religious organizations concerning the law associated with voter registration and voting.  It 
will be non-partisan.  This effort aims to complement the work of Election Protection, spearheaded in the past 
by past presidents Frederick Barrow and Daryl Washington.  Election Protection, directed at the national level 

by the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, dispatches 
volunteers to monitor and field complaints concerning voting at targeted 
polling locations on Election Day.  The Association has partnered with 
Election Protection for several national election cycles.  The project under 
discussion aims to scale that effort, and begin to engage the community 
well in advance of Election Day.

The public policy committee is considering a public statement on 
Texas’s Voter ID law, which will garner renewed scrutiny as Election Day 
approaches, and has been invalidated as racially discriminatory by Judge 
Nelda Ramos of the United States District Court for the Southern District of 
Texas. 
 

The Association also partnered with Texas Appleseed in calling on 
McKinney to address concerns regarding disturbing data revealing 
racial disparities in the administration of exclusionary discipline and 
targeting of African-American students by the McKinney Independent 
School District (ISD) police.  In the letter, we urged the school district to 
require any officers working in the McKinney ISD to undergo training, 
including training on youth development and implicit and explicit racial 
bias.  We also joined Texas Appleseed in supporting the passage of 
HB 2684, requiring school districts (with an enrollment of 30,000 or 
more students) that commission a school district peace officer or where 
a school resource officer provides law enforcement, to adopt a policy 
requiring the officer to complete an education and training program. 
 
Finally, after the arrest of Sandra Bland by Texas State Trooper Brian Encinia, her subsequent arrest for failing to 
put out her cigarette, and the death of Ms. Bland three days later in her jail cell, the Association used information 
collected by the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement to highlight that the disproportionate number of the 
drivers pulled over by police in Waller County in 2014 were black. Whites comprise 70 percent of the county’s 
population, but were involved in only 44 percent of traffic stops.  President Rivon pledged that the Association 
would work to have Texas law enforcement agencies train officers on de-escalation techniques, train jailers, and 
increase the use of police body cameras to prevent such tragedies from occurring again. 
 
If members are interested in participating in this effort, at any level, please contact this committee.

PuBLIC POLICY COMMITTEE

PUBLIC POLICY 
COMMITTEE

Frederick Barrow

Mandy Price

 Art Anthony

Erin Nowell
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The Dallas Diversity Task Force presented the 2015 Law Firm Diversity Report on October 
6, 2015 at the Belo.  This was the tenth anniversary of the task force and resulting report.  

Members Jasmine Wynton and Courtney Roane served 
as the representatives on behalf of the J. L. Turner Legal 
Association.  Panelists for the event were Chris Luna, 
Honorable Tonya Parker, and Frank Stevenson.

This year the diversity task force presented two awards.  First, the “Diversity 
Matters Award” was presented to Jones Day and K&L Gates.  Second, the 
“Frontrunner Award” was presented to Weil, Gotshal & Manges, LLP.

For more information and to view the entire report, please 
visit www.diversitytaskforce.com 

DALLAS DIVERSITY TASK FORCE
 

NATIONAL BAR ASSOCIATION 
IN DALLAS 

In 2015, the Association was honored to have the presence of two National Presiding 
Presidents of the National Bar Association (“NBA”).  On February 5, 2015, the Association 
and NBA joined forces and hosted a “Know Your Rights Townhall” meeting at Friendship 
West Baptist Church.  The program provided advice and practical tips to the community 
regarding what to do when stopped and/or approached by a police officer.  Some of the 
featured panelists included NBA President Pamela Meanes, District Attorney Susan Hawk, Dallas Police Chief 
David Brown, Senator Royce West, and Attorney Daryl Washington.  

On June 8, 2015, President Meanes returned to Texas to co-sponsor a “March for Justice Against Police 
Brutality” in response to the actions of the police officer in McKinney, Texas.  President Meanes spoke to the 
community regarding improving interactions between citizens and law enforcement.   In addition, the National 
Bar Association issues a National Call to Action asking members to demonstrate their concern with recent 

societal issues and contribute their expertise in the quest for a 
resolution.
During the summer, at the 90th National Bar Association 
Convention in Los Angeles, California, Benjamin Crump was 
sworn in as the 2015-2016 President of the NBA.  Also, the 
membership voted Kevin Judd, as its President-Elect. 

On August 21, 2015, President Crump attended the L. A. Bedford 
Luncheon hosted by the J. L. Turner Legal Association. President 
Crump honored the Association by inviting Sybrina Fulton, mother 
of Trayvon Martin, to attend as well.
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Cleophas R. Steele, Jr. was born to Myrtis and Cleophas R. Steele, Sr. in Dallas, Texas on 
July 13, 1945.  After obtaining his college degree, Cleophas R. Steele, was accepted and 
enrolled in Southern Methodist University 
School of Law and became the first 
African-American from Dallas County 

to earn a Juris Doctorate from Southern Methodist University 
School of Law in May 1970.  

After being admitted to the State Bar of Texas in 1970, 
Cleophas R. Steele and James Hopkins formed one of the first 
African-American legal partnerships in downtown Dallas which 
would later be known as Steele, Hopkins, and Hurrington Law 
Firm.  Cleophas R. Steele was a fighter for justice, committed to 
the struggle against racism and one of the first lawyers to sign 
a petition in the Tasby Case that forced the desegregation of 
the Dallas Public System.

Cleophas R. Steele was a member of numerous legal 
organizations including the Dallas Bar Association, National 
Bar Association, and the Judicial Council of the National Bar 
Association. He also served as President of “The Barristers’ 
Club” leading that organization to change its name to the J.L. 
Turner Legal Association in 1956.  During his legal career, he 
served with honor and distinction as a lawyer, was appointed  
Associate Municipal Judge of the City of Dallas, was appointed 
and elected to seven (7) four year terms as Justice of the 
Peace, Precinct 8, Place 2, Dallas County, Texas and retired in 
2006 after serving 31 years. He was appointed by the Dallas 
County Commissioners’ Court as Dallas County Constable of 
Precinct 1, where he again served with distinction and was then 
elected to that office in 2014, where he was serving at the time 
of his death.

On November 18, 2015, the Dallas County 
Commissioners Court renamed the Precinct 
1 courthouse after Judge Cleophas Steele, 
Jr. in honor of his service to the community. 
 

REMEMBERING THE HONORABLE 
CLEOPHAS R. STEELE, JR.



JLTLA The “Express” Newsletter   .:.    December 2015 Issue    .:.      Page 10

Dallas Black Women Attorneys hosted its annual Sparkler brunch at the home of Chief 
Justice Carolyn Wright. The theme was “Keep Calm and Sparkle.” 

The Honorable Judge Phyllis Lister Brown received the Charlye O. Farris Trailblazer Award.  
Catering was provided by The Island Spot.

SPARKLER BRuNCH w/ DBWA
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It has been my privilege as well as an honor to serve as the JLTLA-Paralegal Section’s 
2015 President & Chair. I’ve been overwhelmed by the love and support from our past 
presidents, as well as many long term members and paralegal students.

In many ways, JLTLA-PS has been distinct from day one: 
enlarging the scope of higher education to meet the needs 
of the emerging African-American paralegals, embracing 
the development of itself, continually striving to improve, and 
focusing on the future of enhancing and gaining respect in the 
legal profession in the DFW area.

Paralegal Section officers, past presidents, and I are constantly 
looking for new ways to improve the section and are making 
changes that we feel will benefit the membership as a whole. 
We encourage all members to become actively involved 
and invite other paralegal/legal professionals to support us 
in accomplishing our goals. I welcome ideas or comments. 
Your opinion is very important to us, and the Section will only 
continue our success if we are all dedicated, committed, and work together to bring about the positive changes 
I know we all as African- American paralegals, envision for our committee. 

Please feel free to contact me at Nakisha.Lewis28@gmail.com, or any of the officers if there is something you 
would like to discuss or see happen within the Paralegal Section within the months to come. Many blessings to 
you all!! 

Nakisha Lewis
J.L. Turner Legal Association-Paralegal Section
President & Chair

JLTLA-PARALEGAL SECTION
President’s Message 

2015 OFFICERS
PARALEGAL SECTION

President/Chair: Nakisha Lewis

Vice President/President Elect: Clarence Evans Jr.

Secretary: Monique Scott

Treasurer: Temica Stewart

Parliamentarian: Lamont Aldridge

Historian: Cynthia Jones

Membership Chair: Katrina Lea

Events Planning/Fundraising: Denisha Adams

NALA Liaison: Toya J. Walker

Director: LaKisha Camese, CRP

Director: Shelia K. Jones, TBLS
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On January 17, 2015, members of the J.L. Turner Legal Association and the Paralegal 
Section attended the Inauguration of Brad Weber, the Dallas Bar Association’s 2015 
President.  The event was held at the Dallas Westin Hotel-Galleria, and as usual, was 

attended by elegantly dressed guests, with a live 
auction, dinner, dancing, and a casino night party.  
In his inaugural speech, Mr. Weber remembered some of the greatest bar 
leaders and members who passed away in 2014, including one of J.L. 
Turner’s founding members, Judge L.A. Bedford, Jr.  He also remembered 
Dallas lawyer and civil rights activist Adelfa 
Callejo, along with other inspirational 
lawyers and judges that made a significant 
impact on the community.   Mr. Weber’s 
daughter, Molly, and friend Ashley Watson, 
accompanied by Mark Sales, sang the 
invocation at the Inaugural.

The Paralegal Section members who attended the event were Nakisha Lewis, 
2015 President & Chair, and Carla Dennis, 2010 President and Foundation 
Board Secretary.  Other members from the J.L Turner Legal Association 
and Foundation Board present at the event were Ebony Rivon, 2015 JLTLA 
President; Emmanuel Obi, 2015 President-Elect; Ashlei Scott, 2015 Corresponding Secretary, and Jasmine 
Robinson.  Other members from the JLTLA Foundation Board who attended were Wesley 
Terrell, 2015 Foundation Board Chair; Kandace Walter, Treasurer; and Audrey Moorehead, 
Gala Chair.

JLTLA ATTENDS DALLAS BAR 
ASSOCIATION INAuGuRAL GALA 
By Carla Dennis, Tax Paralegal at Jones Day 

WHAT FIRMS WANT IN A PARALEGAL
A Panel Discussion 

The Paralegal Section continued its tradition with a notable attorney-judge panel consisting 
of: Honorable Judge Staci Williams of the 101st Judicial District Court, Dallas County; 
Honorable Judge Amber Givens-Davis of the 282nd Judicial District Court, Dallas County; 
Jasmine F. Robinson of White & Wiggins, LLP; Erin Nowell of Simon, Greenstone Panatier, 

Bartlett, PC; Tiffany Kamuche of Kamuche Law Firm, 
PLLC; and Christie Williams of West Corporation. 

President-Elect Clarence Evans Jr. moderated the panel. The panel 
encouraged the membership to create legal documents easy for judges and 
attorneys to read. The audience asked questions and made it interactive.  
The panel encouraged the membership to use technology, learn to e-file, 
and suggested they learn ProDoc, Amicus, and Needles software programs. 
It was recommended that everyone evaluate the content on their social 
media websites. The panel also encouraged the membership to network and 
volunteer when possible. The membership was reminded that ethics and 
confidentiality were vital in the legal profession. 
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As a solo practitioner, your network is your net worth.  I initially joined J.L. Turner as a way 
to meet new people.  What I got was so much more than that.  This past year, I served as 
the Community Outreach Co-Chair, helped with the Presidential Living Legend CLE Series, 
and assisted in various other J.L. Turner events.  With each event and position, I worked 
with some of the most diligent and deserving attorneys around.  I watched my peers serve 

their communities through advocacy and legal literacy.  I became a member of an organization that truly embod-
ies, “Each One, Reach One.” 

In addition to fellowship and stewardship, Kamuche Law Firm, 
PLLC felt the effects of me being amongst the ranks of J.L. 
Turner membership.  I retained clients from both the online 
directory and referrals from other members.  J.L. Turner fosters 
both personal and economic development.  My experience in 
J.L. Turner this past year is a testament to continued and effec-
tive efforts.  Iron sharpens iron and J.L. Turner always continues 
to produce the sharpest attorneys in the DFW Metroplex, both 
inside and outside the courtroom!

NEW MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: 
Tiffany Kamuche, Kamuche Law Firm, PLLC

CRIMINAL LAW COMMITTEE
Chair - Amber Gregg  

The Criminal Law Committee was chaired by Amber Gregg and co-chaired by Rachel 
Lindsay. This year they had a very successful CLE presentation in the Spring on 
Immigration and the Criminal Justice System. Attorney Eric Puente of the Puente Hindieh 
Law Firm presented the topic where members enjoyed a free boxed lunch. 

The Criminal Law Committee also hosted the 2nd Annual J.L. Turner Picnic at the Lakeside Park in Duncanville. 
Sponsors included The Witherspoon Law Group, The Tyson Law Firm, and The Ward Law Group. Members and 
their families enjoyed BBQ from Two Podners, face painting, and a bounce house.
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The Innocence Project, Dallas County Public Defenders, and Dallas County District 
Attorney’s Conviction Integrity Unit continue working on exonerations of the wrongfully 
convicted. Now that most of the DNA cases have been tested, attorneys and staff are 
working on cases with other types of evidence.  Photos provided by LaKisha Camese.  

DALLAS COuNTY ExONERATIONS



2015 PLATINUM SPONSOR
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The law firm of Godsey Martin continues to make strides in the legal community. With their ijustgothit.com web-
site, the firm has helped tens of thousands of personal injury victims receive monetary compensation as well as 
justice after being hit and hurt in an accident. The legal team handles cases that include auto accidents, motor-
cycle, pedestrian, and wrecks involving 18-wheeler trucks. In fact, Godsey Martin is looked to by other firms as 
one of the leaders in the area of big truck accidents. The law firm continues to grow as new cases come in each 
week. In fact, during the month of August, the firm settled numerous litigation cases that totaled over $8,500,000. 

The entire team at Godsey Martin understands the value and 
importance of giving back to the communities they proudly 
call home. 2014 provided Godsey Martin numerous oppor-
tunities to serve Dallas, Houston, and the surrounding areas. 
2015 is no different.  One area the firm consistently focuses 
on is assisting single mothers. This past December, God-
sey Martin gave 40 single mothers a $500 shopping spree 
at Toys R Us. They were free to buy many items they desper-
ately needed for their children such as diapers, formula, and 
clothes and of course toys for the holidays. During the month 
of December, the firm hosts a bike-giveaway to children and 



2015 PLATINUM SPONSOR
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youth in the area. Since beginning a few years ago, God-
sey Martin has given away well over 1,000 new bikes.  

Last year, Godsey Martin donated $100,000 to commu-
nity efforts through various charities and events. They also 
gave away over 200 new car seats to single moms and 
families. Through this event, the firm has the opportunity to 
educate others on child safety as police and firemen were 
present to install the new car seats. The shopping spree, 
bike give-a-way, and the car seat event have been done 
for the last few years and the firm will not be backing away 
from that tradition in the future.

Godsey Martin helped organize a food drive in Dallas that 
brought in over 1,000 lbs. of food, and $21,000 was do-
nated to various schools and programs throughout Dallas 
and Houston such as Texas A&M School of Law’s BLSA 
chapter, Skyline High School, Paul Quinn College, the Al-
zheimer’s Foundation, Heart of a Warrior, Houston ISD, and Play Hard Athletics Underprivileged Children’s Program – to 
name a few. 

This summer, the firm decided to make magic happen for three lucky families. The firm hosted a contest that invited chil-
dren to create a parody of the firm’s most well-known ijustgot.com commercial. Hundreds of entries were submitted and 
the public voted on their favorite. The winners and their family were treated to an all-expenses-paid vacation to Walt Disney 
World in Orlando, FL for four days! Those who participated have memories that will last a lifetime.

Additionally, each Godsey Martin office enjoys Jeans Friday as well. All of the employees are given the opportunity to wear 
jeans each Friday if they donate one dollar. While this may seem small compared to their other events, the firm proudly 
raised around $5,500 in 2014, which was donated to 13 different charities including Habitat for Humanity in Hood County, 
Genesis Women’s Shelter, the American Cancer Society, Red Cross, North Texas Food Bank, and Feed the Children. 

David Godsey emphasized the obligation to not only provide quality legal representation, but also for the firm to be com-
mitted to giving back to the community we serve when he said, “Everyone at Godsey Martin continues to work hard for 
the clients they proudly represent and for the betterment of their community. Our compassionate team strives to improve 
the lives of those around them for the better, support the education and health of law students, children and families, and 
encourage others to support their neighbors.”
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2015 NEWSLETTER SPONSOR



2015 PLATINUM SPONSOR
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The Witherspoon Law Group has represented numerous families from around the World who have suffered from 
serious injury and the loss of a loved one. Possessing an extraordinary amount of knowledge, skill, experience, 

expertise and a winning track record.  
 

The people and companies that they represent come from around the World. Taking tremendous pride in their 
ability to present a case to a jury. While offering the best of both worlds with the ability to litigate on the behalf 
of plaintiffs and defendants. This aggressive tenacity encourages their attorneys and staff to ensure all The 

Witherspoon Law Group clients obtain their ultimate goal – JUSTICE.  

The Witherspoon Law Group believes in impacting the future generations. Investing in their lives through in 
depth teaching, mentoring and sponsoring community related outreach programs. Nuru’s vision is not limited to 

reaching his immediate community, his team also travels a great deal in reaching communities abroad.  

The Witherspoon Law Group endeavors to build strong relationships. Working together while sponsoring and 
promoting positive social events and team building experiences with hopes that one will be inspired to live and 

be the difference. 
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On October 24, 2015, the Foundation hosted its 63rd Annual Scholarship and Awards Gala 
where it awarded a Profile in Courage Award to local civil rights legend Judge L. Clifford Davis 
of Fort Worth and awarded merit and need based scholarships to the following law students: 
Dominique Calhoun, Treshaun Meredith, Olayiwola Omoniyi, Conrad John, Jazmin Youngblood, 
Kristina Anderson, Brittane Hamilton, Celese Nickelberry, Eric Durojaiye, Arnesia Davis.

In 2015, the Foundation awarded its first IP Law merit 
scholarships to Texas A&M law student Hector Leal.   
The Foundation thanks Carstens & Cahoon, LLP and 
AT&T for providing the funding for this initiative and 
Foundation Treasurer Kandace Walter and Carstens & 
Cahoon Associate Attorney Celina Diaz Orr for chairing 
the initiative.

The Foundation and Association hosted a local MLK 
Drum major for Justice Oratorical Contest where it sent 
a local high school student to participate in the NBA 
Region 5 MLK contest and awarded financial prizes to 
the first, second and third place winners of the local 
contest. The Foundation thanks Foundation Chair Wesley 
Terrell, Vice Chair Steve Bolden and JLTLA President-
Elect Emmanuel Obi for serving as contest judges, AT&T 
for sponsoring the prize money and Mr. Obi for chairing 
the contest event and working directly with the students 
as a coach.

In 2015, the Foundation funded $5000 in scholarships for local 
DFW high school students to participate in the next NBA Crump 
Law Camp to be held on the campus of Howard University.  
The National Bar Institute staff will partner with the Foundation 
to select the scholarship winners from the DFW area.  The 
Foundation thanks AT&T for sponsoring the scholarships 
and Foundation Chair and AT&T Attorney Wesley Terrell for 
obtaining the funding and chairing the initiative.

In 2015, the Foundation also funded scholarships for South 
Dallas high school students to participate in the YMCA Youth 
in Government program, which prepares them over several 

months to participate in mock government exercises in Austin. The Foundation thanks Foundation Chair 
Attorney Wesley Terrell for volunteering at the Moorland YMCA.  

The Foundation also financially supported the Equal Access to Justice Campaign/DVAP and thanks Immediate 
Past Chair Stanley Mays, JLTLA member Starlett Carter, and Past JLTLA President Joel Winful for their service to 
Legal Aid of NorthWest Texas (LANWT) which operates DVAP.

FOuNDATION GALA
By Wesley Glenn Terrell, Foundation Chair

FOUNDATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chair: Wesley Glenn Terrell

Secretary: Carla Dennis

Immediate Past Chair: Stanley Mays

Treasurer: Kandace Walter

Director: Ebony Rivon

Director: LaToyia Watkins Pierce

Director: Audrey Moorehead

Director: Emmanuel Obi

Director/Gala Chair: Vicki Blanton

Director/Gala Chair: Steve Bolden
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FOuNDATION GALA IN PICTuRES

2015  
SCHOLARSHIP GALA 

SPONSORS 

::GOLD::

AT&T, Locke Lord LLP, Mahomes Bolden 

PC, Norton Rose Fulbright LLP, Sidley 

Austin LLP, Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP 

::SILVER::  

Haynes and Boone, LLP, Jones Day®, 

Winstead PC

::BRONZE::

Baker Botts LLP, Bracewell & Giuliani 

LLP, Carter Scholer Arnett Hamada & 

Mockler, PLLC, Honorable Eric Moyé, 

Honorable Ken Molberg, Munsch 

Hardt Kopf & Harr PC, 

Scheef & Stone, L.L.P.

::CORPORATE::

Bailey & Mays, PC, Dallas Bar 

Association, Frost Bank, Gardere 

Wynne Sewell LLP, Gruber Hurst Elrod 

Johansen Hail Shank LLP, Godsey 

Martin P.C., Honorable Martin Hoffman, 

Kane, Russell, Coleman & Logan, P.C., 

Kastl Law PC, K&L Gates LLP, Simon 

Greenstone Panatier Bartlett, PC/White 

& Wiggins, LLP, Southern Methodist 

university Dedman School of Law, 

Stanley Mays, Texas A&M School of 

Law, The Obi Law Firm, PLLC, uNT Dallas 

College of Law, West & Associates, L.L.P.
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“I started law school in August 2011 working a full-time job during the day and attending 
evening classes at SMU Dedman School of Law by night. Between managing a busy 
course load, work duties, and my responsibilities as a wife and mother of two young kids. 
The strain quickly became too much for me to sustain. By the end of my first semester, 
I left my job to better focus on my studies. With said job went one-third of my family’s 
household income.

Enter the J.L. Turner Legal Association. A few weeks 
into law school, I attended the annual banquet and 
scholarship gala. Two pivotal things occurred: I saw the 
depth, breadth, and power of Dallas’ Black legal com-
munity for the first time, and I saw some of my friends 
accept scholarships from the association. I knew one 
day, I would join the ranks, in both regards. 
So, I applied for a scholarship the next year, and 
the next year and the next. I am proud to say I am a 
two-time recipient of the J.L. Turner Legal Association 
Scholarship (2012-13 and 2013-14) and a one-time 
recipient of the Financial Need Scholarship (2014). 
Each year, the scholarship monies helped fill in some 
financial gaps for me. The most recent scholarship was 
especially helpful during the bar study last winter. For 
that, I am forever grateful.”

Jade Mens earned her J.D. from the SMU Dedman 
School of Law in December 2014. She passed the 
February 2015 Texas Bar Exam and has worked as a 
Tarrant County Assistant Criminal District Attorney since 
June 2015.

SPECIAL THANKS FROM JADE MENS
Past Recipient of JLTLAF Scholarship Award

Featured Vocalist at 
JLTLAF 2015 Scholarship Gala: Maya Jones 

 
With a full sound and a compelling stage presence. She is a 

senior Vocal Performance and Music Education major at Southern 
Methodist university and is from the DFW area. Maya enjoys traveling 

and has made musical memories singing in Greece, South Africa 
and Italy! In South Africa, Maya co-performed with the university 
of Kwa Zulu-Natal’s OCSA, Opera Studio and Choral Academy, in 

the musical South Pacific in 2013.  Most recently Maya was chosen 
as guest soloist for SMu’s Triumph of the Spirit Awards, hosted by 

the Embrey Human Rights Program and The J.L Turner Foundation 
Scholarship Gala. Her intentions after graduation include attending 
The Juilliard School, becoming an international opera star, coach, 

author, and minister. 
For additional information or booking contact: 

Ms. Maya Jones; Cell: 817-706-0247; mayaj@smu.edu 

2015 SCHOLARSHIP 
COMMITTEE

Co-Chair - Oluwande Elam

Co-Chair - LaKisha Camese

Kandace Walter

LaToyia Watkins Pierce 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Wande Elam, a corporate bankruptcy 
attorney for over 9 years, currently with 

Shackelford, Melton, McKinley & Norton, LLP.  
She has served as scholarship committee 

co-chair for over 6 years.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

LaKisha Camese is a CORE Registered Para-
legal, currently employed as a DNA Parale-
gal for the Dallas County Public Defender’s 
Office Actual Innocence/ Post-Conviction 

Exoneration unit. She has served as scholar-
ship committee co-chair for 2 years.
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texas chapters of Black Law Students association (BLSa) were quite active in 2015...

SMU BLACK LAW STUDENTS ASSOCIATION 2014-2015 YEAR IN REVIEW 
 
SMU Black Law Students Association successfully restored its programming efforts 

during the 2014-2015 school year. With an end goal of preparing our students for excellence in scholarship, 
the community, and their legal careers, our programming efforts aimed to empower law students with tools to 
succeed both academically and professionally.  Our programming ranged from discussing the shooting of Mike 
Brown in Ferguson, MO with former 
Dallas County District Attorney Craig 
Watkins to exploring career options 
as in-house counsel with attorneys 
from Hewlett-Packard.  Of course, 
our annual Academic Bootcamp, 
featuring SMU Dedman School of Law 
2007 Alum Emmanuel Obi, always 
places our students at a distinct 
advantage for preparing and taking 
exams.  Also, we introduced two 
initiatives that were so successful we 
decided to implement them on an 
annual basis – Black History Month 
Luncheon and Law Student for a Day.  Our annual banquet triumphantly returned during the year as well. 

In February 2015, we launched our first ever Black History Month Luncheon in Karcher Auditorium on the 
campus of SMU Dedman School of Law.  The luncheon featured a presentation of Texas’s earliest African 

American attorneys by Chief Justice Carolyn Wright of 
the Fifth District Court of Appeals and John Browning 
of Passman & Jones. Attorneys, law students, and SMU 
Dedman School of Law faculty and administration attended 
the luncheon, including Judge James Noel Dean Jennifer 
Collins. 

On March 19, 2015, forty high school students arrived at 
SMU Dedman School of Law as the first participants in a 

program we created to directly address the diversity pipeline issue within the legal field. “Law Student for a Day” 
aspires to eventually increase the enrollment of minority students at SMU Dedman School of Law by providing 
college bound, minority high school students with 1) guidance on actions to take as undergraduates to make 
themselves desirable law student candidates, 2) information on the breadth of opportunities within the legal 
field, and 3) exposure to life as a student at SMU Dedman School of Law. 

The day began with Jennifer Collins, Judge James Noel Dean and Professor of Law, delivering a warm welcome 
to the students, expressing her excitement about their participation in the program, and connecting with them 
by sharing her experience as the first female dean of the law school. Following were presentations from the 
Office of Career Services, SMU Undergraduate Admissions, and SMU Dedman School of Law Admissions. Then 
members of BLSA, SBA, SMU Law Review, and the clinical program, provided the students with a tour of the 
law school and insight into their respective programs and organizations. The students received a detailed tour 

BLACK LAW STuDENTS ASSOCIATION 
(BLSA): Texas chapters had a busy year!
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by Cassie DuBay of the Underwood Law Library. After lunch, current law students taught 
the high schoolers how to brief and analyze a case which prepared them for their mock 
law class with Assistant Dean for Graduate and International Programs, Martin Camp. We 
attribute the success of the program to the group of eagerly keen students selected from 
Pegasus School of Liberal Arts & Sciences and Uplift Peak Preparatory as well as the 
immense support received from the law school and look forward to its continued success.

In April 2015, we concluded the school year with a “Changing the Tide” themed banquet held at Maggiano’s 
NorthPark Center. Featured guest speaker, Shonn Brown, Partner at Gruber Hurst Elrod Johansen Hail Shank, 
delivered encouraging remarks on what it means to change the tide. We also recognized our graduating 
members and presented the 2015-2016 Executive Board. The highlight of the evening was the recognition of 
Jessica Dixon Weaver, Associate Professor of Law at SMU Dedman School of Law, for being the first African 
American woman to receive tenure at the law school. In her honor, we created the Professor Jessica Dixon 
Weaver Award and Scholarship, to be presented to a graduating law student that has affected change similar to 
Professor Weaver’s historic accomplishment. A scholarship will accompany the award to aid the graduate over 
the summer as they prepare for the bar examination. The first award will be presented to a 2016 graduate.

UNIVERSITY OF TExAS, THURGOOD MARSHAL LEGAL SOCIETY (BLSA)

This will be a promising year for the Thurgood Marshall Legal Society (TMLS) at The University of Texas School 
of Law. Christened in honor of the late, pioneering civil rights lawyer turned Supreme Court Justice of the 
same name, TMLS serves as the local affiliate of the National Black Law Students Association. Established 
in 1970 to address the concerns of UT Law’s African and African American community, TMLS contributes 
around 50 members to the largest student-run organization in the nation. Throughout the academic year, 
TMLS aims to facilitate the academic achievement, foster the professional development, and increase the 
employment prospects of our membership. TMLS promotes the academic success of our members through 
mentorship programs, networking retreats, support for judicial clerkships, exam preparation, and more. 
We foster the professional development of our members by inviting speakers to our bi-weekly lunch series, 
presenting workshops on topics such as resume writing, and conducting career panels.  We are also committed 
to promoting cultural awareness among the student body and fostering positive relationships with other 
organizations within the law school, in the greater university community, and in the greater Austin community. 
Our members are classroom leaders, champion advocates, NBLSA leaders, journal editors and society 
mentors. We are truly a driving force at UT Law, and our members display excellence and integrity in all that 
we do. We would like you to join us in meeting our goals for the year. Interaction between the surrounding legal 
community and TMLS is a vital support mechanism. Our hope is that you will consider becoming a long-term 
Corporate Sponsor of TMLS. We would love to have you involved throughout the academic year and the goal of 
our new sponsorship opportunities is to better facilitate that consistent involvement. Please contact me with any 
questions that you may have. I look forward to hearing from you!

Sincerely,
Elecia Wilson: President, Thurgood Marshall Legal Society

The University of Texas School of Law
tmlspresident@gmail.com 

Upcoming Events: 
•	 TMLS Symposium: February 18, 2016—UT Law School: Austin, TX
•	 TMLS Community Service: Wills Clinic — Austin, TX
•	 National Convention, (NBLSA): March 9-13, 2016 — Baltimore, Maryland
•	 35th Annual TMLS Banquet: April 1, 2016 — Austin, TX

BLACK LAW STuDENTS ASSOCIATION 
(BLSA):Continued  Part 2
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BLACK LAW STuDENTS ASSOCIATION 
(BLSA):Continued  Part 3

UNT DALLAS COLLEGE OF LAW BLACK LAW STUDENTS ASSOC. 2014-2015 
YEAR IN REVIEW 

UNT Dallas College of Law Black Law Students Association (BLSA) is excited to report that 
it was officially recognized as an UNT Dallas College of Law student organization on April 

30, 2015.  The National Black Law Students Association (NBLSA) granted our local charter on September 21, 
2015.  Currently, BLSA has a membership roster of over 50 
student members. 

BLSA began programming efforts during the 2014-2015 
school year.  BLSA’s goals for its inaugural year included 
(1) supporting members through the creation of the local 
chapter approved by UNT Dallas College of Law and 
NBLSA, (2) election of BLSA chapter officers, and (3) 
providing members with access to programming fostering 
student excellence on campus and in the legal community 
to support student success and growth, both academically and professionally.  BLSA’s programming included a 
variety of events, including social hours, informational sessions, and monthly meetings with support from invited 
guest speakers from J.L. Turner Legal Association. 

•	 Incoming students and BLSA members received words of wisdom from J.L. Turner President, Ebony 
Rivon and other guests on August 20, 2015 at the BELO Mansion during the final day of UNT Dallas 
College of Law’s 2015 Fundamentals course. 

•	 BLSA attended the 2015 LA Bedford Awards Luncheon on 
August 20, 2015 featuring Keynote Speaker and UNT Dallas 
College of Law Professor Cheryl Wattley. 

•	 Ashley Jones-Wright (BLSA Advocacy Chair) was awarded 
the Sarah T. Hughes Scholarship by the Dallas Bar Foundation 
for UNT Dallas College of Law. 

•	 BLSA, law school faculty and administrators attended the 
L. Clifford Davis Legal Association in Fort Worth, Texas on 
September 11th. 

•	 BLSA leaders participated in the Freedom Run 5K with the law school community in downtown Dallas. 

TExAS A&M UNIVERSITY BLSA BANqUET  
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JLTLA hosted the 1st Annual L.A. Bedford, Jr. Awards Luncheon on August 21, 2015 at 
the Belo Mansion.  Cheryl Brown Wattley, Professor at UNT Dallas College of Law, was the 
featured keynote speaker.  The following awards were presented:

C.B. Bunkley Community Service Award
dianne gibson 
City of Dallas, City Attorney’s Office
Community Courts Manager

Hon. Sam A. Lindsay Professionalism & Ethics Award
Richard G. Stewart, Esq.
General Counsel Verizon Communications, Retired 

Hon. Cleo R. Steele Committed Mentor Award
Hon. Ernest B. White, III
194th Judicial District Court, Dallas County

L.A. Bedford Distinguished Jurist Award
Hon. Mary Murphy
Presiding Judge, First Administrative Judicial Region of Texas

Special remarks were given by the Bedford Family. thanks to tatiana 
Waits for chairing this effort. thanks to all sponsors of this inaugural 
luncheon event.

JLTLA 1ST ANNuAL L.A. BEDFORD, JR. 
AWARDS LuNCHEON 
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The Library of Congress Has Ruled That, Beginning On October 28, 2016, Vehicle 
Owners May Hack Into Their Engine Control Software Without Violating U.S. Copyright 
Laws, But The Exemption Will Be Limited And New Roadblocks May Still Lie Ahead

Have you ever been locked out of your own vehicle?  Or have you ever replaced factory 
installed engine parts on your car, truck, motorcycle, or tractor with aftermarket upgrades for superior durability 
or enhanced performance?  Most people would likely not think twice about resorting to self-help (e.g., a coat 
hanger) or enlisting the aid of someone else (a locksmith, a police officer, etc.) to break into their own rides.  
And many people routinely work on their own vehicles to save money, as a hobby, or to simply learn how they 
work.

Vehicle owners who may want to get into or modify the software that runs their vehicles should bear in mind 
that the U.S. Copyright laws  are generally 
applicable to many types of software, 
including software that runs vehicle 
engine controls and other vehicle control 
systems.  The Digital Millennium Copyright 
Act (“DMCA”), which became effective on 
October 28, 1998, added provisions to the 
U.S. Copyright laws which, among other 
things, prohibit circumvention of technical 
protections against unauthorized accessing 
of software.   Arguably, these provisions 
make it unlawful for anyone to hack 
into protected vehicle software (even a 
vehicle’s owner).  Moreover, other important 
provisions of the U.S. Copyright laws are 
applicable to limit copying, modification, 
and distribution of vehicle software. 

While some vehicle and agricultural 
machinery manufacturers (among them 
being heavyweights like General Motors 
and John Deere) have lately been taking 
the position that anyone (even a vehicle 
owner) who hacks into a vehicle’s engine control software or modifies such software without the manufacturer’s 
authorization violates U.S. Copyright laws,  some vehicle owners may be happy to learn that after a period of 
public comment and debate, on October 28, 2015, the Library of Congress, which oversees the U.S. Copyright 
Office, ruled that the following will become exempt from the anti-circumvention provisions of the DCMA:

Computer programs that are contained in and control the functioning of a motorized land vehicle 
such as a personal automobile, commercial motor vehicle or mechanized agricultural vehicle, 
except for computer programs primarily designed for the control of telematics or entertainment 
systems for such vehicle, when circumvention is a necessary step undertaken by the authorized 
owner of the vehicle to allow the diagnosis, repair or lawful modification of a vehicle function; 
and where such circumvention does not constitute a violation of applicable law, including without 
limitation regulations promulgated by the Department of transportation or the Environmental 

THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS RuLED
Beginning On October 28, 2016, Vehicle Owners May Hack Into Their Engine Control 
Software Without Violating u.S. Copyright Laws. . . 
By Gerald W. Roberts

Gerald W. Roberts is the Founder and Managing 

Member of G. W. Roberts Law Firm, PLLC.  Mr. Roberts 

focuses his practice on intellectual property protec-

tion and civil litigation, including applying for, regis-

tering, licensing, and/or litigating patent, copyright, 

trademark, trade secret, and unfair competition in-

terests, as well as general business disputes, and has 

represented individual citizens and a wide range of 

business entities (from Fortune 500 companies all the 

way down to startups) operating in diverse industries 

and markets in Texas, nationally, and internationally.  

More information regarding Mr. Roberts and his prac-

tice is available at www.robertslawdallas.com.  He 

may be contacted by e-mail at gwroberts@robert-

slawdallas.com and by telephone at 972-383-1383.
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THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS RuLE cont’d
By Gerald W. Roberts

Protection agency; and provided, however, that such circumvention is 
initiated no earlier than 12 months after the effective date of this regulation. 

So, perhaps those who enjoy tinkering with their own vehicles (and have the software 
hacking and coding skills to do it) may begin looking forward to digging into their 
electronic control units (“ECUs”) to see what kinds of repairs or performance enhancements they might make 
on their own, without having to pay a dealer or other service shop.  However, this new exemption to the anti-
circumvention provisions of the DCMA comes with some significant limitations:

•	 The exemption does not become effective until October 28, 2016.
•	 The exemption is limited to “necessary step[s] undertaken by the authorized owner of the vehicle” (and 

does not extend to service shops or other third parties, even if hired by the owner).
•	 The exemption is limited to otherwise lawful modifications of the software (e.g., modifications to violate 

fuel economy standards or other Department of Transportation regulations and modifications to violate 
pollution/emissions standards or other Environmental Protection Agency regulations are prohibited)

•	 The exemption does not permit modifications of software that controls “telematics or entertainment 
systems.”

•	 The exemption does not expressly authorize resales of vehicles including modified software. 

Also, notwithstanding the new exemption, some vehicle manufacturers and their supporters may continue to 
look for creative ways to keep owners locked out of on-board software.  General Motors and John Deere have 
already previously suggested that manufacturers have actually retained ownership of the software provided in 
their vehicles and that the vehicle purchasers have only obtained implied licenses to use the software (subject 
to use and modification restrictions, of course).   Moreover, a discussion draft of a bill being circulated in the 
U.S. House of Representatives presently includes the following proposal:

It shall be unlawful for any person to access, without authorization, an electronic control unit or 
critical system of a motor vehicle, or other system containing driving data for such motor vehicle, 
either wirelessly or through a wired connection. 

In any event, the tug of war between the interests of vehicle owners in maintaining and modifying their own 
vehicles and the desires of manufacturers to maintain exclusive control of vehicle software exemplifies the 
increasing roles of intellectual property and intellectual property law in our growing innovation economy.  Vehicle 
owners who have the technical savvy to access the software running their vehicle systems and businesses who 
may be interested in operating sophisticated repair and enhancement shops should keep apprised of further 
developments in this area, and should consider letting their U.S. Representatives and Senators know how they 
feel about these issues.

the foregoing remarks express views of the author regarding topics that may be of general interest, and are not meant to constitute 

legal advice or to create an attorney-client relationship of any kind.

Endnotes
17 U.S.C. § 101, et seq.
17 U.S.C. § 1201
 See, e.g., 17 U.S. Code § 117 (“Limitations on exclusive rights: Computer programs”)
 “Feds Say Automotive Software Isn’t Covered By Copyright,” Popular Science, October 29, 2015, at http://www.popsci.com/victory-for-shade-tree-mechanics-coders-feds-say-automotive-
software-isnt-covered-by-copyright
 “6. Proposed Class 21: Vehicle Software—Diagnosis, Repair or Modification,” Federal Register / Vol. 80, No. 208 / Wednesday, October 28, 2015 / Rules and Regulations, Pp. 65953-
65955
 Cf. 17 U.S.C. § 117(b) (“Adaptations . . . may be transferred only with the authorization of the copyright owner”)
 “GM Says That While You May Own Your Car, It Owns The Software In It, Thanks To Copyright,” April 23, 2015, at https://www.techdirt.com/articles/20150421/23581430744/gm-says-that-
while-you-may-own-your-car-it-owns-software-it-thanks-to-copyright.shtml
  http://docs.house.gov/meetings/IF/IF17/20151021/104070/BILLS-114pih-DiscussionDraftonVehicleandRoadwaySafety.pdf
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JLTLA would like to extend a heartfelt Kudos to the individuals listed below for the notable 
awards, professional accomplishments, and/or civic recognition they received in 2015. 

Ebony Rivon was selected as 2015 Texas Super Lawyer Rising Star and member of the 
2015-2016 State Bar of Texas Leadership Class.

Wesley Terrell, member and Foundation Chair was honored by the North Texas 
Commission for his contributions in improving the overall economic vitality of North 
Texas. He was acknowledged by Gov. Abbott for his service as out-going Higher 
Education Sub-Committee Chair of the Texas Emerging Technology Fund and was 
appointed to the Texas Southern University Board of Regents for a 6 year term.  

Karen McCloud, Outstanding Female Partner, Small 
Firm by Dallas Women’s Lawyer Association.

Rhonda Hunter, Outstanding Female Partner, Medium 
Firm by Dallas Women’s Lawyer Association.

Shonn Brown, Texas Lawyer’s 20 Extraordinary Minorities.

Shawnkeedra Houston Martin, promoted to Felony Chief at the Dallas District 
Attorney’s Office.

Carla Dennis, passed the exam to become a 
certified paralegal.

Lacy L. Durham, 2015-2016 Chair, American Bar Association, Young Lawyers 
Division.

KuDOS KORNER:
RECOGNIZING JLTLA’S ExCELLENCE



JLTLA’s The “Express” Newsletter’s 2015 Editor in Chief is Kandace Walter.

Kandace D. Walter, is the principal attorney with Walter Legal 
(www.walterlegal.com), specializing in intellectual property, corporate 
transactions, agreements, licensing, and a variety of other matters.  Ms. Walter 
prides herself on offering realistic and practical solutions to the unique issues facing business 
owners.  

Kandace D. Walter is a long time member of JLTLA and has served as editor/co-editor of prior issues 
of the JLTLA Express Newsletter. Ms. Walter is a 2004 graduate of The University of Texas School of 
Law.  Ms. Walter graduated with a Chemistry degree from Florida A&M University and has been a 
licensed patent attorney since 2009.  Currently, Ms. Walter serves as the Social Membership Chair, 
Website Chair, Newsletter Chair, and JLTLA Foundation Treasurer. Previously, Ms. Walter has served 
as DBWA co-chair, Criminal Law committee co-chair, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, 
Vice President, and Director. Ms. Walter also volunteers with the Junior League of Dallas, plays Gaelic 
football with the Dallas Gaelic Athletic Association, and teaches Intro to Intellectual Property at Collin 
County Community College as an adjunct professor.

MEET THE 2015 EDITOR
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XXXA YEAR IN REVIEW
By Ebony Rivon - 2015 JLTLA President 

Thank you for all your prayers and support. I am truly humbled by the opportunity to join a 
long list of distinguished past presidents of this preeminent bar association. As your 2016 
President, I will work hard to advance JLTLA goals in three areas: Pipeline, Partnerships, 
and People.

PIPELINE:
I am a product of JLTLA’s commitment to the pipeline. 
In law school, I received the JLTLA Academic Merit 
Scholarship twice! Blessings that enabled me to focus on 
my academic performance. For this support, I am forever 
indebted to JLTLA. Here are my pipeline goals: 

•	 LSAT Prep: Collaborate with the JLTLA 
Foundation to find additional resources to award 
scholarships for LSAT Prep classes.

•	 Law School Boot Camp: Create and launch 
JLTLA Law School Boot Camp-an annual event 
during which African-American students will be 
provided with a brief primer on succeeding in law 
school.

•	 Programing: Expand effective JLTLA Pipeline 
activities like the inaugural JLTLA “Becoming an 
Attorney” See highlight video at https://vimeo.
com/79847341

PARTNERSHIPS:
A key aspect of accomplishing JLTLA’s vision is strengthening the organization’s community partnerships and 
alliances-a responsibility that I will not take lightly.

•	 Community: Continued collaboration with various community 
stakeholders on issues relevant to JLTLA and its mission. 
(e.g., diversity and inclusion)

•	 Dialogue: JLTLA Diversity Best-Practices Speaker Series

PEOPLE:
I will work diligently to make sure that JLTLA continues to focus on 
membership engagement. Here are a few ideas I have on this front.

•	 Biz Development: Launch “1-2-3- RFP” Periodically during 
my term as President, I will endeavor to have different companies and other legal consumers come and 
provide an overview to JLTLA members on how to get business from them.

•	 JLTLA Leadership Class: Lay the ground work for a JLTLA Leadership class. A program for junior 
JLTLA members during which they will receive mentoring and career advice from more experienced and 
respected JLTLA members.

•	 JLTLA Legends Series: Develop a series of podcasts/videos featuring legendary JLTLA members 
providing advice and insights that can be readily accessed online.
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VISION 2016 - 
INCOMING JLTLA PRESIDENT

2016
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President: Emmanuel Obi

Immediate Past President: Ebony Rivon

Vice President: Christie Williams 

Treasurer: Erin Nowell

Parliamentarian: Justin Sauls

Corresponding Secretary: Ashlei Scott

Recording Secretary: Jesse Okiror

Director: Nnamdi Anozie

Director: Mauri Miller

President Elect: Tramaine Scott

YLD Liaison: James Stafford



2015 PLATINUM SPONSOR
VISION 2016 - 
INCOMING JLTLA PRESIDENT Caldwell Creative is honored to have partnered with JLTLA for the last 4 years in creating & designing 

“The Express” Newsletter.  We hope you enjoy this year’s edition and we look forward to our continued 
partnership with JLTLA and its members in their business graphic/web design, marketing, and printing needs.

2015 LAYOuT & DESIGN BY:
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