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[00:00:00] What's up, everybody? You are listening to another episode of Life in

English. I'm your host Tony Kaizen. And in this episode, I'm going to be talking about

the pros1 and the cons2 of teaching English on Italki3. Let's do it.

[00:00:18] All right. Back in 2018, I had a YouTube channel on which I taught

Brazilians how to speak English. Eventually4, one of my subscribers asked me if I

gave private classes online, and before that moment, I had never even considered

the possibility of teaching one on one classes, much less5 online. I mean, I just

wanted to get paid to make cool YouTube videos. But after doing some research, I

figured it could be a pretty good opportunity to grow6 as a teacher and get paid

while doing it. So I signed up for Italki and started giving online classes.

[00:00:49] And after about two years on the platform, I gained the knowledge and

experience that I needed to create my own language education platform and teach

6 to become more advanced or developed

5 certainly not; even less likely or suitable than something else

4 at an unspecified later time; in the end

3 an online language learning platform

2 a disadvantage or a reason for not doing something

1 an advantage to or a reason for doing something
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English in a more interesting and effective7 way. So in this episode, I'm going to talk

about my experience teaching English on Italki and the pros and cons of working on

the platform. So let's start with the pros, the positives, the good things about

teaching English on Italki or any language, let's say.

[00:01:15] Number one, and these are in no particular order, by the way. So,

number one, there's an abundance8 of students on Italki. So Italki is a great option

for teachers who don't have the time, money, or experience to market themselves

online. And since Italki is essentially9 an online international marketplace10, that

means that there are people on that website every day looking to buy what you're

selling. It's like opening a store inside a shopping mall. All day, everyday people are

walking by your store, and that means you're constantly11 exposed to12

potential13 customers. So if you teach a language that's in demand14 and you have

14 a need for something to be sold or supplied

13 possible when the necessary conditions exist

12 introduced to

11 all the time or often

10 a place, usually in an open area, where things are sold; a market

9 relating to the most important characteristics or ideas of something

8 a very large quantity of something

7 successful or achieving the results that you want
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a nice profile and your hourly rates15 are competitive16, you'll inevitably17 start

getting students who want to learn from you.

[00:02:00] The second pro or benefit or good thing about teaching on Italki is that

you choose your own hourly rate. You choose how much money you make.

Because unlike18 working for traditional language schools, you get to decide how

much you make per hour or per week or per month or whatever it is. You decide

that. Now, of course, you've got to price yourself according to the market, but at

least you get to make the final decision on how much money you will make in

compensation19 for your work. You know what I'm saying? Because if you're

working for a school or some other company, it doesn't matter how good you are,

how experienced you are, like... Or nothing else matters. They decide this is your

salary and that's just what it is.

[00:02:44] But when you work for yourself as an independent teacher on Italki, you

get to choose. You want to make $10, 15, $50 an hour. It's up to you20, you know?

Which takes me to the next pro or benefit of teaching on Italki, which is you get to

20 it's your decision; you choose

19 money that is paid to someone in exchange for something

18 different from; not similar to

17 as is certain to happen; in a way that cannot be avoided

16 as good as or better than other prices, services, etc

15 the amount paid to an employee for each hour worked
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set21 your own schedule22. Now, back in 2019, I took a three-month trip to Brazil

and I was able to continue making money while I was there, thanks to Italki and my

own website. And since I could set my own schedule, I decided that I would work

from Monday to Wednesday and I'd do whatever I wanted from Thursday to

Sunday. Right?

[00:03:20] Now, of course, this change in schedule didn't work for some of my

students that I already had. But most of them understood and they adapted23 to

my new schedule. And my priority24 was being able to enjoy my time in Brazil. So I

was fine losing a few students temporarily25 because I knew it wouldn't affect my

long-term goals26 either way. And due to that abundance of potential students I

mentioned earlier, I knew that I'd continue to receive new students if I just kept

getting good reviews27. I'll talk more about the review system in a little bit.

[00:03:50] Now, another pro of teaching or Italki is that you don't necessarily have

to have a degree or certification to teach on their platform. Now, this one is seen as

27 to think or talk about something

26 the object of a person's ambition or effort; desired result

25 in a way that does not last for long or for ever

24 something that is considered more important than other matters

23 make (something) suitable for a new use or purpose; modify

22 a list of planned activities or things to be done at or during a particular time

21 to establish or decide something
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a positive and a negative, depending on28 who you ask. Because on Italki you can

be one of two kinds of teachers. The first one, a professional teacher. That's the title

that they give you. And for that, you would need to have a degree or some special

certification like the TEFL or TESOL, or something like that. Or you can be a

community tutor, which is essentially a native speaker who's willing to help

foreigners improve their skills29 simply by talking to them on a regular basis30.

[00:04:25] Now, just in case you're wondering, they're both paid positions. And you

can charge as much as you want for either position. The difference, I suppose, is

just the perceived value of each position or title. Because some people insist31 on

working with professional teachers that have been certified by an institution or

other people really don't care what your credentials32 are. They just want you to

talk to them and correct their mistakes. Now, me for example, I have zero teaching

degrees or certifications, but I was still able to fill33 my schedule with motivated

students who were eager34 to learn from me, and they valued the work that I did.

34 wanting very much to do or have something

33 to make or become full; to use empty space

32 documents that state the abilities and experience of a person

31 demand forcefully to have something

30 happening quite often or in a consistent, regular manner

29 the ability to do something well; expertise

28 to be determined or decided by (something)
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[00:05:00] I'm not going to lecture35 you at all about this point here, but the last

thing I'll say is that you don't need a teaching degree to be a great teacher, but you

do need to know what you're talking about. You know what I'm saying? I lost my

place in my notes. Hang on. Ah, yeah. You don't need a degree to be a great

teacher, but you do need to know what you're talking about. Simply being a native

speaker doesn't mean you know how to teach people your language. You still need

to take it upon36 yourself to do research, study your language, and experiment with

different teaching methods until you find one that's truly effective for you. And it

goes without saying that if people are paying you money for a service, then they

expect you to know what you're doing, right?

[00:05:41] So moving on to the next pro and that is you get to meet people from all

over the world37, bro. Apart from being able to work from anywhere in the world,

you get to meet all these different people. Like, I've taught people from Brazil,

Mexico, Japan, Tanzania, France, Russia, Mozambique, China, Morocco, and the list

goes on and on and on. My appreciation of culture and different communication

styles has grown so deeply over the last few years. Now, although38 challenging39,

it's been nothing short of a privilege40 to have been able to speak with people from

40 an opportunity to do something special or enjoyable

39 difficult, in a way that tests your ability or determination

38 in spite of the fact that; even though

37 everywhere on earth

36 on

35 a formal talk on a serious subject given to a group of people
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so many different walks of life. Some of my students have ended up becoming

great friends and others have gone as far as taking me out to lunch and inviting me

into their homes when I visited their country. One of them even took me to the

local hospital and let me use his health insurance when I got terribly41 sick.

[00:06:31] The entire world is learning to speak English. It's become the

international language of business and travel. And by teaching English on Italki or

online in general, you'll end up making connections with people from every

corner42 of the earth. And you just never know how those connections will impact43

your life over time. Now, I said here "teaching English", you know, the world is

learning English. But any language, whatever language you speak as your first

language, you can teach it on this website. There's somebody out there that would

like to learn it. You know what I'm saying?

[00:07:01] So just to recap44 some of the pros of teaching on Italki. Number one,

there's an abundance of students. So this is a great option if you don't know

anything about marketing or you don't have the time or money to invest45 in

marketing. You just want to make your profile and have people come to you. Italki

is a great option. Any website like Italki, any marketplace where the people come to

45 to put money, effort, time, etc. into something to make a profit

44 to repeat the main points of an explanation; recapitulate

43 a powerful effect that something has on a situation or person

42 the place of intersection of two streets or roads

41 very badly; extremely
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you, I think that's what you need. Another benefit, you choose how much money

you make. If you want to make 5, 10, 15, or $50 an hour or per class, you decide

that not some other institution. You see?

[00:07:37] Another pro, you set your own schedule. You can work 2 hours in the

morning, 6 hours in the afternoon, 1 hour in the evening. You can work Monday,

Thursday and Saturday. It's up to you. So you can actually do this as like, a side

hustle46 or a second job and maintain47 your day job if you really want. And I just

think that's really beneficial because if you work for a school, they expect you to be

there every day, most likely for 4 to 8 hours. Right? So setting your own schedule

and controlling your time is a huge48 benefit, in my opinion.

[00:08:06] Next, you don't have to have a degree or certification to teach on this

platform. Now, this one, again, is a positive or a negative, depending on who you

ask. But just because you have a degree doesn't mean you're a great teacher. And

just because you don't have one doesn't mean you're a shitty49 teacher. It's really

about your ability and skill individually50. And I don't think that's connected to

whether or not you have a certification. So, the cool thing is if you're just a naturally

50 one by one; singly; separately

49 extremely bad; of very poor quality

48 extremely large; enormous

47 to continue to have; to keep in existence

46 a job that you can work on top of your full-time job
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great teacher and you're passionate51 about teaching your language, you don't

have to go to school and get this degree just to do that. And I think that's a huge

benefit for anybody who wants to make some extra money, get some teaching

experience and meet new people.

[00:08:43] Now lastly, you get to meet people from all over the world, man. And,

you know, maybe you're not interested in that. Maybe you don't care. But to me,

that's amazing. There's nothing cooler than making connections with people from

other countries and actually making friends all over the world. That is something so

priceless52 to me, man. I really can't even express it any better with words, but I'm

sure you get the point.

[00:09:04] So now let's move on to the cons. Let's move on to the negative

aspects53 of teaching English on this website. The first one, again, in no particular

order. Number one, Italki takes 15% of your money off the top54. Now, I'm not sure

if this number has changed since I stopped teaching on Italki back in 2020. But

when I was using the platform, Italki charged a service fee of 15%. That means for

every $100 that you make, Italki takes 15 of them off the top. And when I say 'off

the top', I mean first before anything else happens. So you have a stack55 of dollar

55 a pile of things arranged one on top of another

54 first before anything else happens

53 a particular part or feature of something

52 so precious that its value cannot be determined

51 having very strong feelings or emotions
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bills, for example, there's 100 of them. They're going to take 15 off the top and then

you get the rest.

[00:09:51] So the first thing that happens is they take 15%. That's what I mean. To

me, that's just a ridiculously56 high service fee. Ridiculously high. Especially when

you consider the value of exchange, right? Like, Italki has brought the student to

me. But after that, you'll have almost zero support from Italki. You work with the

student, you keep the student coming back to the platform, and Italki sides with57

the student if there should ever be a dispute58 between the two of you. And for

that, they expect 15% of everything you earn on their platform. And that's 15% on

top of the 3% you'll be giving PayPal. And that's also after 2 to 3 weeks of waiting for

your money to arrive in your fucking account.

[00:10:36] Now, Italki says they do payouts59 every 15 days, which means, let's say

for the past two weeks you've been having a lot of classes and you're getting paid

for those classes, that money sits in60 your Italki wallet or your account, and you

have to transfer that money from Italki to your bank account or to PayPal and then

to your bank account. You see what I'm saying? But what they neglect61 to mention

61 to not give enough care or attention to

60 stays or remains in

59 a large amount of money that is paid to someone

58 an argument or disagreement

57 to agree with support or one person or group in an argument, dispute etc

56 in a way that is stupid or unreasonable
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on the website is that it typically takes 7 to 10 business days62 for them to transfer

your money to your PayPal account after the PayPal... Or excuse me, after the

payout has been started. And after that, you need to transfer your money from

your PayPal account to your bank account.

[00:11:09] Now, you do have the option to request an expedited63 transfer or

simply deposit the money directly into your bank account. But you'd have to pay

more money for that. Now, for some people, this isn't a con at all. But for me, it

made much more sense to create my own platform and take complete control of

my revenue64, my profit65, my client relationships, my marketing, and my branding.

It's certainly more work, but it's also much more lucrative. But my way of teaching

has evolved66 far beyond67 the limits of Italki, so I'll save that for a different

episode. But just know Italki takes 15% of everything you earn68 on their platform.

To me, that's fucking ridiculous. But you can decide whether69 or not that's a pro or

con or neither, I guess. All right?

69 expressing a doubt or choice between alternatives

68 to receive money as payment for work that you do

67 outside or after (a stated limit)

66 having developed through a gradual process

65 money that a business earns above what it costs to produce

64 the income that a government or company receives regularly

63 to make something happen more quickly or sooner

62 a day when most businesses are open; any day except Saturday, Sunday and holidays
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[00:11:53] But let's move on to the next one, and that is Italki makes the final

decision in disputes with students and they typically side with the student. So let

me give you an example. Let's say you and your student agreed to meet for a class

on Thursday at 7 pm. But your student doesn't show up for class on Thursday at 7

pm. What happens next? You notify Italki of the problem. You let them know how

you'd like to proceed, whether or not you'd like to reschedule the class or get the

payment for the class anyway. Because you were there at the agreed time and they

weren't. So you still need to be paid. You let them know whatever you want to do

and how you want to proceed.

[00:12:30] And then Italki reaches out to the student and they do the same thing.

They ask them how they'd like to proceed. They ask for an explanation of their

absence70 and stuff like that. And the student has three days to explain their

absence and decide how they would like to proceed. Now, you have no control over

the outcome71 of this dispute. Italki employees will arbitrarily decide on the

resolution themselves. And in my experience, regardless72 of the situation, Italki

will typically choose whichever resolution favors the student. Because at the end of

the day, Italki needs students to keep using their platform. They need the students

to keep coming back, right?

72 despite; not being affected by something

71 a result or effect of an action, situation, etc

70 the fact of not being where you are usually expected to be
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[00:13:07] So in any dispute, any conflict, they're going to side with the student to

make sure that they have a great experience and they come back to the platform.

Hopefully, you get what I'm trying to say. But in my opinion, having a judge73 that's

incentivized74 to rule75 in favor of one particular party76 is like a huge conflict of

interest. It just doesn't seem right to me. Now, I understand there maybe isn't a

better solution or a better way of handling problems like this. But I just think when

you take your destiny into your own hands or you teach on your own platform and

you manage the relationship with your, your clients, or your students, you just have

more control. When you teach on Italki you don't have that control, you know?

[00:13:51] Because in that particular situation that I mentioned, if we agree to meet

for class and I show up for class and you don't, I should still be paid because that's

an hour of my time that could have been given to another student or I could have

kept for myself and done other things. So you had me show up at this time and

dedicate an hour of my day. One out of only 24 to you and you didn't show up. I

should be paid for that, you know? And when you teach on your own platform, you

can receive your money upfront77. And when I say 'upfront', that means it's similar

to off the top. But upfront is like from the very beginning before we do anything

else, you're going to pay for the class first, then we meet for class.

77 from the very beginning before doing anything else; in advance

76 one of the people or groups of people involved in something

75 to decide officially

74 to make someone want to do something

73 the person who officially decides who is the winner of a competition
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[00:14:31] Whereas on Italki, the student pays for the class, but Italki holds the

money until the class is confirmed completed, then they transfer it to you. Right?

They're the middle man, in that case. The man or the person in the middle of two

parties doing a transaction. That's the middle man. And I just really dislike78 that

structure, that way of doing things, which is why or it's one of the reasons I stopped

teaching on that platform. Ok?

[00:14:55] But anyway, let's move on to the next con, which is the scheduling

system has limited flexibility. And when I was using the platform Italki only

allowed79 you to schedule classes in 30 or 60-minute blocks of time and you can

only have a class at the top of the hour, like 7 pm, for example. Or in the middle of

the hour, like 7:30 pm, for example. You couldn't schedule a class at 7:15 or 7:45 or

7:50 or anything like that. And you also couldn't give yourself any buffer80 between

classes. So what I mean is like, with a website or an app like Acuity or Calendly or

something like that, in the settings for those websites you can make it so that if

somebody schedules a class at 7:00 pm and it's a 30-minute class, you can set the

calendar in a particular way where somebody can schedule a class from 7 to 7:30,

but somebody can't schedule a class from 7:30 to 8.

80 in this context, space/time between you and something else

79 to give permission for someone to do something

78 to not like someone or something
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[00:15:50] You can put a ten-minute buffer in there, which means they could only

schedule the class at 7:40, not 7:30. And that gives you time to breathe, get some

water, use the restroom, get something to eat, or whatever. You just have time to

like, regroup81 before your next class. You can't do that on Italki. It is a totally

normal thing for 8 people to schedule 8 classes in a row82. From 1 to 2 to 3 to 4 to 5

to 6, 7, 8, 9 pm. And there's no break in between those classes because the

scheduling system doesn't allow for that. It's just class after class after class after

class. And I just really didn't like that. I didn't like that. The limited flexibility in terms

of scheduling, you know? It might not be a pro or con for you, but it was for me.

[00:16:31] So the next con is that you must follow their rules and regulations on

their platform. And I know this one sounds pretty obvious. I mean, it's their

platform, you have to follow their rules. It's just the way it is. But one rule that I

found particularly annoying is that if a teacher doesn't respond to a class request

within three days, the teacher gets a mark on their record. Every time this happens,

you're expected to send an email to Italki explaining why you didn't answer the

request in time and how you'll make sure it won't happen again. And if you get two

or three of these marks on your record, Italki will simply remove your profile from

the search results on their website.

82 happening one after another; consecutively

81 to organize something again in order to make a new effort
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[00:17:08] So you'll be able to book classes with your previous83 students, but new

students won't be able to find you anymore. And Italki's logic is if you're leaving

students on read84, let's say, if you're ignoring their requests, they're going to have

a bad experience and go to another platform. And they don't want that. Right? And

if you're not responding to the requests, you must not be available. So they're going

to make sure you stay unavailable until you convince85 them otherwise86. That's

their logic. That's their rationale87 and their way of doing things. So your whole

teaching business could be tanked88 because you neglected to respond to a

message in the time that Italki deems89 sufficient90.

[00:17:44] Now, of course, as a professional, you should be responding to all

messages and requests in a timely fashion. But the idea that somebody else could

literally disrupt91 your entire livelihood92 never sat right with me93. I didn't like

93 to seem correct or appropriate; something that you agree or are pleased with

92 the money people need to pay for food, a place to live, clothing, etc

91 interrupt by causing a disturbance or problem

90 enough; adequate

89 to consider or judge something in a particular way

88 fail completely, especially at great financial cost

87 the reasons or intentions for a particular set of thoughts or actions

86 differently, something to the contrary

85 cause (someone) to believe firmly in the truth of something

84 to read someone's message or messages and not give any response

83 existing or occurring before in time or order
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that, you know? Speaking of search results, the next con on the list is that your rank

in the search results is totally beyond your control. There's nothing you can do

about it. Because Italki functions and serves94 as a search engine really. The same

way you go on Amazon and search for a product, people go on Italki and search for

a teacher. Right? Now, I have no idea how their algorithm works, but the fact is that

there are hundreds, if not thousands of teachers on the platform and you have no

control over whether or not you show up on the first page or the ninety-ninth page.

[00:18:30] Although I completely understand that not everyone can show up on the

first page, I prefer to take more control over where I show up, for who I show up,

and how I'm able to present myself to them. And again, this takes a lot more work

than simply creating an Italki profile, but to me, it's worth it. It's totally worth it. Ok?

Which kind of brings me to the next con. On Italki your options for marketing

yourself are extremely limited. There's no real way to market yourself on Italki

when I really think about it. Because we just talked about the fact that you might be

showing up on the last page of search results when someone is looking for a

teacher. Right? And you know nobody is going to page 99. Nobody's going to page 2

most of the time when they're searching for something. Right?

[00:19:16] So how can you attract students to your profile and convince them to

give you a chance if you're showing up on page 99 of search results, right? I mean,

you might be able to make a post on the Italki Community Forum. You might be

94 to help achieve something or to be useful as something
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able to correct people's mistakes and teach them a lesson, or simply tell them that

you offer private classes there in the forum. But that's not really what the forum is

for. A forum isn't a place to promote yourself, it's a place to help other people.

Right? Now, obviously, if teaching online is a side hustle for you, then you might not

worry as much about marketing, SEO, profit margins, and things like that.

[00:19:52] But if you're treating this like a business, then you might consider doing

your own thing and learning to drive traffic to95 your own platform so that you're

control... Excuse me, you're in control of your own destiny. You're in control of your

profit. You're in control of your schedule, your branding, your marketing, all that.

You're in control. I just don't like my destiny being in somebody else's hands. I don't

like that idea. And I know that in many other aspects of life, my destiny is in

someone else's hands. But hopefully, you get what I'm trying to say. In the context

of business, working for yourself to me it's just so much better to be in complete

control of the situation. You know? So...

[00:20:31] So there you go. Those are all the cons that I thought of. Let me just

recap really, really quickly. Number one, Italki takes 15% of every dollar that you

earn on their platform. Number two, Italki makes the final decision in disputes

between you and students and they typically96 side with the student. Number

three, the scheduling system on their website has very limited flexibility. Number

96 in most cases; usually

95 another way of saying ‘send or direct people to’ (your website)
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four, you must follow their regulations and rules on their platform, no matter how

fucking ridiculous those rules and regulations are. Number five, your search or

excuse me, your rank in the search results is beyond your control. Number six,

options for marketing yourself on the platform are also extremely limited.

[00:21:10] To me, all of these things were enough to convince me to go do my own

thing and create my own website. Lifeinenglish.net. All right? So that's pretty much

it, man. I look at teaching English on Italki like renting97 a very expensive room in

someone else's house. Creating and operating your own website or business is like

building a house from the ground up. And both options have their pros and cons.

You just have to decide which one makes more sense for you. You know? So these

days, I wouldn't recommend anybody teach on Italki if they're trying to teach full

time and like, start a real business. I would say, do the extra work to create your

own platform, your own audience, your own following, do your own marketing and

call people to you that way.

[00:21:58] But, you know, different people have different preferences or

personalities or time constraints98, money constraints. So Italki can be a good

option if you just wanna make some extra money or teach part-time, get a little bit

of experience. That's cool. And I actually think you should probably start there just

to see if you even like it before you invest all the time and energy to creating your

98 a limitation or restriction

97 pay someone for the use of (something, typically property, land, or a car)
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own platform and website and YouTube channel and all these things. It's actually

good to get the basic experience just teaching on some platform where there are

already hundreds or thousands of students looking to buy what you're selling. You

know?

[00:22:30] So that's it, man. Those are the pros and cons of teaching English on

Italki, or at least the ones I could think of. But if you have any experience teaching

on Italki or if you've taken classes on Italki, I'd love to know about your experience.

So if you're watching this on YouTube, leave your experience or your comments or

thoughts in the comments section below. Or if you're just listening, you can hit me

up99 on social media at Englishwithkaizen on pretty much all social media

platforms. Or if you're a member of the community, hit me up on Discord and let

me know what you think about this episode, man.

[00:23:00] But that's it for now, my friend. Hopefully, you enjoyed the episode.

Those were the pros and cons of teaching English or any language on Italki. I hope

you enjoyed it and got some things to think about. And if you, if you're planning to

teach your language independently on Italki or your own website or whatever, and

you need some advice, you'd like to learn from my experiences and things like that,

don't hesitate100 to send me a message on one of those platforms I just mentioned,

and it would be my pleasure to help you out and talk to you more about my

100 to be reluctant or wait to act because of fear, indecision, or disinclination

99 to contact someone
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experience. But that's it for now. That is Life in English number 134, I'm pretty sure.

Yes. Number 134 in the books. I will definitely talk to you all soon. All right? Peace!

[END OF EPISODE]
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Key vocabulary

Pros: an advantage to or a reason for doing something

Cons: a disadvantage or a reason for not doing something

Italki: an online language learning platform

Eventually: at an unspecified later time; in the end

Much less: certainly not; even less likely or suitable than something else

Grow: to become more advanced or developed

Effective: successful or achieving the results that you want

Abundance: a very large quantity of something

Essentially: relating to the most important characteristics or ideas of something

Marketplace: a place, usually in an open area, where things are sold; a market

Constantly: all the time or often
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Exposed to: introduced to

Potential: possible when the necessary conditions exist

Demand: a need for something to be sold or supplied

Hourly rates: the amount paid to an employee for each hour worked

Competitive: as good as or better than other prices, services, etc

Inevitably: as is certain to happen; in a way that cannot be avoided

Unlike: different from; not similar to

Compensation: money that is paid to someone in exchange for something

It's up to you: it's your decision; you choose

Set: to establish or decide something

Schedule: a list of planned activities or things to be done at or during a particular

time

Adapted: make (something) suitable for a new use or purpose; modify
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Priority: something that is considered more important than other matters

Temporarily: in a way that does not last for long or for ever

Goals: the object of a person's ambition or effort; desired result

Reviews: to think or talk about something

Depending on: to be determined or decided by (something)

Skills: the ability to do something well; expertise

Regular basis: happening quite often or in a consistent, regular manner

Insist: demand forcefully to have something

Credentials: documents that state the abilities and experience of a person

Fill:   to make or become full; to use empty space

Eager: wanting very much to do or have something

Lecture: a formal talk on a serious subject given to a group of people
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Upon: on

All over the world: everywhere on earth

Although: in spite of the fact that; even though

Challenging: difficult, in a way that tests your ability or determination

Privilege: an opportunity to do something special or enjoyable

Terribly: very badly; extremely

Corner: the place of intersection of two streets or roads

Impact: a powerful effect that something has on a situation or person

Recap: to repeat the main points of an explanation; recapitulate

Invest: to put money, effort, time, etc. into something to make a profit

Side hustle: a job that you can work on top of your full-time job

Maintain: to continue to have; to keep in existence
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Huge: extremely large; enormous

Shitty: extremely bad; of very poor quality

Individually: one by one; singly; separately

Passionate: having very strong feelings or emotions

Priceless: so precious that its value cannot be determined

Aspects: a particular part or feature of something

Off the top: first before anything else happens

Stack: a pile of things arranged one on top of another

Ridiculously: in a way that is stupid or unreasonable

Sides with: to agree with support or one person or group in an argument, dispute

etc

Dispute: an argument or disagreement

Payouts: a large amount of money that is paid to someone
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Sits in: stays or remains in

Neglect: to not give enough care or attention to

Business days: a day when most businesses are open; any day except Saturday,

Sunday and holidays

Expedited: to make something happen more quickly or sooner

Revenue: the income that a government or company receives regularly

Profit: money that a business earns above what it costs to produce

Evolved: having developed through a gradual process

Far beyond: outside or after (a stated limit)

Earn: to receive money as payment for work that you do

Whether: expressing a doubt or choice between alternatives

Absence: the fact of not being where you are usually expected to be

Outcome: a result or effect of an action, situation, etc
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Regardless: despite; not being affected by something

Judge: the person who officially decides who is the winner of a competition

Incentivized: to make someone want to do something

To rule: to decide officially

Party: one of the people or groups of people involved in something

Upfront: from the very beginning before doing anything else; in advance

Dislike: to not like someone or something

Allowed: to give permission for someone to do something

Buffer: in this context, space/time between you and something else

Regroup: to organize something again in order to make a new effort

In a row: happening one after another; consecutively

Previous: existing or occurring before in time or order
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Leaving students on read: to read someone's message or messages and not give

any response

Convince: cause (someone) to believe firmly in the truth of something

Otherwise: differently, something to the contrary

Rationale: the reasons or intentions for a particular set of thoughts or actions

Tanked: fail completely, especially at great financial cost

Deems: to consider or judge something in a particular way

Sufficient: enough; adequate

Disrupt: interrupt by causing a disturbance or problem

Livelihood: the money people need to pay for food, a place to live, clothing, etc

Sat right with me: to seem correct or appropriate; something that you agree or

are pleased with

Serves: to help achieve something or to be useful as something
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Drive traffic to: another way of saying ‘send or direct people to’ (your website)

Typically: in most cases; usually

Renting: pay someone for the use of (something, typically property, land, or a car)

Constraints: a limitation or restriction

Hit me up: to contact someone

Hesitate: to be reluctant or wait to act because of fear, indecision, or disinclination
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