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A D V E N T  2 0 2 1  

Advent, the beginning of the church calendar, is the period of time that 
includes the four Sundays immediately preceding Christmas Day. The English 
word Advent is derived from the Latin verb advenire, “to come.” Advent has to 
do with the Lord’s coming to us. The Lord has come to us (at the birth of 
Christ), continues to come to us through the power of the Holy Spirit, and will 
come to us again bodily at the end of this age. Advent is a time to reflect upon 
all of the ways—past, present, and future—in which the Lord enters into our lives 
and our world. 

Please remember that the purpose of Advent is not to imagine ourselves to be 
living at the time immediately preceding Christ’s birth and so somehow 
pretend that we are waiting for him to be born. Neither is the purpose of 
Advent to think sentimental thoughts about the baby Jesus. There is no real 
spiritual power in any of this. Instead, the purpose of Advent is to pray for the 
coming of the Lord and to learn how to wait for him. 

During Advent we remember his first coming and how he kept his promises to 
his people in the Hebrew Scriptures. Because he was faithful long ago, we can 
be assured he will remain faithful to the end. Dwelling on God's faithfulness 
during Advent is a way of enriching and strengthening our faith. 

In addition, we also pray for a greater experience of his presence in our lives 
today.  For this reason, Advent is a great time to begin a new practice of prayer, 
setting aside time for the Lord in our daily lives.  

And, finally, Advent is a season to consider (or consider again) Jesus' promises 
to return to us in bodily form. On that day, he will powerfully and graciously 
deliver us from all evil, overthrow his enemies, and wipe away every tear. In this 
way,  Advent is a time where we foster and cultivate our ability to faithfully and 
expectantly wait for the Lord's return. 

Let us worship! 

Adapted from Rev. Jeff Meyers 

DEC 5 
DEC 19 
JAN 16 
FEB 6 
FEB 20 

MAR 6 
MAR 20 
APR 3 
MAY 1 
MAY 22 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
1300 E Aloha St 
Adult Classes 9 AM 
Youth & Children Classes 9 AM 
Worship 10:15 AM 
Live stream found on  
Grace Church Seattle's 
YouTube 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION 
9:00 AM 

Nursery/Toddlers: Room 117 
PreK-2nd Grade: Room 119 
3rd-5th Grade: Fellowship Hall  
YCG: Room 102 
Adults: Upstairs Chapel 

WORSHIP SERVICE  
10:15 AM 
Ages 6 months - 4yrs:  
Room 119 

Nursing Room 
(Nursing moms only) 
Back of Sanctuary, west side. 

Family Room 
Upstairs Chapel 
Livestream Viewing 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBXz_aeJ9mAvJ6q-3RVwRDA
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R E F L E C T I O N  Q U O T E S  

It may be that Christians, notwithstanding corporate worship, common prayer, and all their 
fellowship in service, may still be left to their loneliness. The final break-through to 
fellowship does not occur, because, though they have fellowship with one another as 
believers and as devout people, they do not have fellowship as the undevout, as sinners. 
The pious fellowship permits no one to be a sinner. So everybody must conceal his sin 
from himself and from the fellowship. We dare not be sinners. Many Christians are 
unthinkably horrified when a real sinner is suddenly discovered among the righteous. So 
we remain alone with our sin, living in lies and hypocrisy. The fact is that we are sinners! 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together 

Sin is the point of encounter with the living God. 
Bill Zuelke 

We do not attain anything by our own holiness but by ten thousand surrenders to mercy. A 
lifetime of received forgiveness allows us to become mercy: That’s the Beatitude. We 
become what we receive, what we allow into our hearts. Mercy becomes our energy and 
purpose. Perhaps we are finally enlightened and free when we can both receive it and give 
it away—without payment or punishment. 
Richard Rohr with John Bookser Feister, Jesus' Plan for a New World 



 

A D V E N T  I I  
Seated 

W E L C O M E  

P R E L U D E  
I m m a n u e l :  G o d  W i t h  U s
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Our worship begins each week 
with a call to worship. We are 
gathered here today because 
God, our Creator, desires to 
have a relationship with us. 
Whether we realize it or not, he 
is the one calling us to 
himself―today and every day.

The small symbols you will see 
throughout these pages 
correspond to a "Key to Liturgy” 
available here or printed and 
found in the lobby .

Stand if able 
O P E N I N G  W O R D S  
Isaiah 40:3 
 
In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; 
 make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Our King and Savior now draws near; 
 O come, let us adore him. 

  

C A L L  T O  W O R S H I P  
Based on Isaiah 40:3 (NRSV) 
 
A voice cries: 
 “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 
 make straight in the desert a highway for our God.” 

As we worship today, 
 let us prepare to welcome  
 God’s dramatic work in our midst, 
 in our hearts, in our community,  
 and in all of creation. 
Let us worship God. 

  

Jess Alldredge 
©2014 Grace Church Seattle

The Worship Sourcebook 
©2004 Faith Alive Christian 
Resources

Oh come!Oh come Mes si- ah!- Oh come our Al le- lu- ia!- Oh

sing! Oh sing Ho san- na!- Oh come! Mes si- ah- come!

Com fort- and joy, Al pha- O me- ga- He.

Sor row- and toil no long er- ru lers- be.-

34&#

Oh Come, Messiah, Come
Lyrics and Melody by Isaac Wardell

Arrangement by Isaac Wardell, Mason Neely, and Alex Foote
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M e s s i a h

Isaac Wardell 
© 2009 New Jerusalem Music

http://www.graceseattle.org/uploads/documents/A-Key-to-Liturgy-for-Kids.pdf
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“Lectio Sacra” means “sacred 
reading.” It has been the 
practice of the church for 
thousands of years to have 
portions of the bible read 
during worship services. The 
assumption behind this practice 
is that we are people who need 
to be shaped by all of God’s 
word.

I N T E R L U D E  

L E C T I O  S A C R A  
Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 3:1-6  

Old Testament Reading 
[1] “Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the 
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the 
covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the Lord of 
hosts. [2] But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he 
appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap. [3] He will sit as a refiner 
and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold 
and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the Lord. [4] Then the 
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old 
and as in former years. 

Gospel Reading  
[1] In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being 
governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip 
tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of 
Abilene, [2] during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God 
came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. [3] And he went into all the 
region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins. [4] As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, 
“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make his paths straight. 
[5] Every valley shall be filled, 
    and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall become straight, 
    and the rough places shall become level ways, 
[6] and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

Musical interludes are included 
in our service in order to provide 
space for reflection and worship.

Seated 
L I G H T I N G  O F  T H E  A D V E N T  C A N D L E  

Christians adopted the practice of the lighting of candles during Advent in the 
Middle Ages. Another candle is lit during each of the four Sundays of Advent, 
signifying hope, love, joy, and peace.



 

Stand, Sit, or Kneel 
C O N F E S S I O N  O F  S I N  

Almighty God, 
  you who shaped out of nothing all that is, 
  forgive us for returning empty-handed. 
You who called forth light, 
  forgive our preference for the dark! 
You who sent John to be a voice crying, 
  forgive our unwillingness to say anything at all! 
Create in us clean hearts, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within us. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(You are invited to confess your sins silently.) 
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R E C E I V I N G  O F  G R A C E  
Based on Isaiah 40:1-2 

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
Your sins are pardoned. 
The penalty is paid. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

The Worship Sourcebook 
©2004 Faith Alive Christian 
Resources

Copyright © 2012 Alldredge/Smith
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Comfort, comfort you my people
Isaiah 8th Century B.C. Benjamin P Smith-Chenovick 2011

arr. by Jess Alldredge, 2012
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Stand if able 
C o m f o r t ,  C o m f o r t  Yo u  M y  P e o p l e

Lyrics: Johannes G. Olearius 
1671 
Music: Benjamin P Smith-
Chenovick, Jess Alldredge
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Stand, Sit, or Kneel 
C A N T I C L E   
Luke 1:68-79 

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
 for he has visited and redeemed his people 
 and has raised up a horn of salvation for us 
     in the house of his servant David, 
 as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
 that we should be saved from our enemies 
     and from the hand of all who hate us; 
 to show the mercy promised to our fathers 
     and to remember his holy covenant, 
 the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us  
 that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 
 might serve him without fear, 
     in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
  
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
 for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
 to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
     in the forgiveness of their sins, 
 because of the tender mercy of our God, 
     whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high 
 to give light to those who sit in darkness  
 and in the shadow of death, 
     to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

Copyright © 1997 Christopher Miner Music
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Jesus, With Thy Church Abide
Christopher MinerThomas Pollock
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Stand if able 
J e s u s  W i t h  T h y  C h u r c h  A b i d e

Thomas B. Pollock, 1871  
Christopher Miner, 1997  
© 1997 Christopher Miner Music
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G O S P E L  L E S S O N  
Wells Not Fences 
Luke 7:36-50 (NIV) 
Rev. John Haralson 
Sermons can be streamed and downloaded here.

Seated 
W E L C O M E  &  A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

Share with us your visit and prayer requests. 

P A S S I N G  T H E  P E A C E  
As recipients of God's grace, we gladly receive peace from him. In response to 
his grace, we also extend that grace to one another. Traditionally, Christians 
have greeted one another during this time in the service with the phrase, "May 
the peace of Christ be with you" and receive back the greeting "And also with 
you.”

S E R M O N  T E X T  
[36] When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went 
to the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. [37] A woman in that town 
who lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so 
she came there with an alabaster jar of perfume. [38] As she stood behind him 
at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped 
them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. 

[39] When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this 
man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of 
woman she is—that she is a sinner.” 

[40] Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” 

“Tell me, teacher,” he said. 

[41] “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five 
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay 
him back, so he forgave the debts of both. Now which of them will love him 
more?” 

[43] Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.” 
“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 

[44] Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this 
woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but 
she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. [45] You did not 
give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped 
kissing my feet. [46] You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured 
perfume on my feet. [47] Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been 
forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever has been forgiven little 
loves little.” 

(Continued on the next page) 

Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am 
weaker and more sinful than I 
ever before believed, but 
through you I am more loved 
and accepted than I ever dared 
hope. I thank you for paying my 
debt, bearing my punishment 
on the cross, and offering 
forgiveness and new life. 
Knowing that you have been 
raised from the dead, I turn from 
my sins and receive you as 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Those  
Struggling with Sin 
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see 
in you the fulfillment of all my 
need and may turn from every 
false satisfaction to feed on you, 
the true and living bread. Enable 
me to lay aside the sin that 
clings so closely, and run with 
perseverance the race set 
before me, looking to you, the 
author and perfecter of my faith. 
Amen.

Prayer for Those  
Searching for the Truth 
Jesus, you claim to be the way, 
the truth, and the life. Grant that 
I might be undaunted by the 
cost of following you as I 
consider the reasons for doing 
so. If what you claim is true, 
please guide me, teach me, and 
open to me the reality of who 
you are. Give me an 
understanding of you that is 
coherent, convincing, and that 
leads to the life that you 
promise. Amen.

https://www.graceseattle.org/resources/audio-library?sapurl=LythNGQyL2xiL2xpLys4endzeDl5P2JyYW5kaW5nPXRydWUmZW1iZWQ9dHJ1ZSZyZWNlbnRSb3V0ZT1hcHAud2ViLWFwcC5saWJyYXJ5Lmxpc3QmcmVjZW50Um91dGVTbHVnPSUyQjh6d3N4OXk=
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScCnBQrkMfE1dfBtbQVB0MJCOMNiekQaHaxJ2iY5AXTesc39Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
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[48] Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 

[49] The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even 
forgives sins?” 

[50] Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 

M U S I C A L  O F F E R I N G  
C o m e  R e s c u e  U s   
Lyrics below for reflection 

O Key of David, our ruler be 
The Root of Jesse, you silence kings 
Free all from sin; 
come rescue us 
 
O Rising Dawn, o Radiant Light 
The Sun of Justice, true and bright 
Shine in the dark 
come rescue us 

[Chorus] 
Still our anxious hearts 
Guide us in the way of peace 
Patient Presence lead 
Be among us, hear our prayer 
O come, Lord, come 
 
O Emmanuel, our King 
Expected Savior, our majesty 
O Lord, our God 
come rescue us 
 
[Chorus] 

Offering Tiles 
Many of us tithe electronically 
and this can be a wise practice 
and a blessing to the church. A 
downside can be the loss of the 
embodied practice of physically 
bringing our offering to the 
Lord. If it will aid you in your 
worship to reclaim a physical 
expression of tithing, tiles are 
now available in baskets at our 
welcome table for you to choose 
and place in the offering basket 
as it is passed. 

To give to the Grace General Fund, you can give several ways: 
• To give via text message, text GODISLOVE to 206.859.9405. 

(This will take you to our on-line giving page) 
• To give via the Grace app, look up “Grace Church Seattle” on the App Store or 

Google Play and click the giving tab within the app.  
• Give via Venmo (Give to @graceseattle.org; all transactions are private) 
• Give via PayPal (Give to bookkeeper@graceseattle.org) 
• To gift stock, contact our bookkeeper@graceseattle.org 
• Mail to check to: 

Grace Church Seattle 
400 E Pine St, #215 
Seattle, WA 98122 

Jess Alldredge and Zach Bolen 
©2021 Grace Church Seattle 



  

9

T E L L I N G  G O D ' S  S T O R Y  

Grace's leadership has recently re-articulated our congregation's vision, 
mission, and values. These are an attempt to answer these two questions: 
• Who are we as a church? 
• What is the work God is calling us to do? 

For the next several weeks, we will be hearing from various people in our 
congregation about how God is working both in their lives and in the life of 
our congregation. 

Sit, Stand or Kneel 
P R A Y E R S  O F  T H E  P E O P L E  
Collect: The Second Sunday In Advent 

Merciful God,  
 who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance  
 and prepare the way for our salvation:  
Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins,  
 that we may greet with joy  
 the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer;  
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
 one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 

From The Revised Common 
Lectionary

P O E M :  M A K I N G  T H E  H O U S E  R E A D Y  F O R  T H E  L O R D  
 
Dear Lord, I have swept and I have washed but 
still nothing is as shining as it should be 
for you. Under the sink, for example, is an 
uproar of mice it is the season of their 
many children. What shall I do? And under the eaves 
and through the walls the squirrels 
have gnawed their ragged entrances but it is the season 
when they need shelter, so what shall I do? And 
the raccoon limps into the kitchen and opens the cupboard 
while the dog snores, the cat hugs the pillow; 
what shall I do? Beautiful is the new snow falling 
in the yard and the fox who is staring boldly 
up the path, to the door. And still I believe you will 
come, Lord: you will, when I speak to the fox, 
the sparrow, the lost dog, the shivering sea-goose, know 
that really I am speaking to you whenever I say, 
as I do all morning and afternoon: Come in, Come in. 

  

Mary Oliver

A collect (KOL-ekt) is simply a 
prayer meant to gather the 
intentions of the people and the 
focus of worship into one 
succinct prayer. 
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Communion Elements: 
Cup: Wine or Grape Juice 

Challah Bread: Contains wheat, 
egg, milk, instant yeast 
(Many thanks to Danielle 
Taniguchi for freshly baking 
challah bread each week!)  

Rice Crackers: Organic Brown 
Rice Flour, Organic White Rice 
Flour 

Prefilled, factory-sealed 
communion  
elements also available: 
Communion wafer ingredients: 
wheat flour, water, vegetable 
shortening (soybean oil, 
cottonseed oil).  

Prayer for Receiving 
Communion 
Lord Jesus, your perfect life, 
death, and resurrection are the 
source of all blessing in this life 
and the life to come. As I eat this 
bread and drink this cup, renew 
me in the joy and glory of 
knowing and serving you. I 
come to this table on the basis 
of your merit only and not  my 
own. As you have completely 
and fully  offered yourself for 
me, I now completely and fully 
offer myself to you as a living 
sacrifice. Amen.

Seated 
T H E  S A C R A M E N T  O F  C O M M U N I O N  

I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  L o r d ’ s  Ta b l e  

T h e  W o r d s  o f  I n s t i t u t i o n

Receiving Communion 
We will come forward by rows, 
starting at the front and 
alternating sides to ensure 
distancing in the center aisle. As 
you come forward, please 
maintain distance with your 
neighbor.

B E N E D I C T I O N  
Philippians 1:9-11 

And it is my prayer  
 that your love may abound more and more,  
 with knowledge and all discernment,  
 so that you may approve what is excellent,  
 and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ,  
 filled with the fruit of righteousness  
 that comes through Jesus Christ, 
 to the glory and praise of God. Amen. 

™™
Glo ry- be to the Fa ther,- glo ry- be to the Son,

Glo ry- be to the Spi rit,- Three in One. As it

3

was in the be gin- ing- it will be for ev- er- A men,-
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A men,- A men.-
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Gloria Patri, 2nd cent. Karl Digerness, 2009
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Stand if able 
G l o r i a  P a t r i

Words: Gloria Patri, 2nd Century  
Music: Karl Digerness 
© 2009 Karl Digerness Music

Stand if able 
C o m e  T h o u  F o u n t  O f  E v e r y  B l e s s i n g

Robert Robinson, 1758  
John Wyeth, 1813  

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing Thy grace  
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise  
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above  
Praise the mount, I'm fixed upon it, mount of God’s unchanging love  

Here I raise my Ebenezer, hither by Thy help I’m come  
And I hope by Thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God  
He to rescue me from danger, interposed His precious blood  

Oh to grace how great a debtor, daily I'm constrained to be 
Let Thy goodness, like a fetter; bind my wandering heart to Thee  
Prone to wander, Lord I feel it, prone to leave the God I love  
Here's my heart, oh take and seal it, seal it for Thy courts above  



 
            

S E N D I N G   
Let us go forth and serve the world  
  as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Thanks be to God! 
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Jess Alldredge 
©2016 Grace Church Seattle

G u i d e  O u r  F e e t
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S U N D A Y S  
Sunday Worship 10:15 AM. Join us for in-person worship or join us via livestream 
on YouTube on Grace Church Seattle's page. 

Christian Formation Hour Dates for Ministry Year. 
DEC 5  MAR 6 
DEC 19  MAR 20 
JAN 16  APR 3 
FEB 6  MAY 1 
FEB 20  MAY 22 
  
Adult Christian Formation Hour. Join us as we engage with Job. Job is a curious book. Labeled by 
some as poetry and labeled by others as horror, this book demands our attention. Job will not let us 
off the hook with easy answers and he often seems demanding of God that his questions get 
answered. In this year’s Christian Formation hour, we’ll dive into the text and learn to ask the hard 
questions with Job. Counselors will periodically aid us in some nuanced discussion around grief 
and trauma and we’ll learn how the Bible teaches us to lament and even get a chance to write some 
of our own. It will be a holistic class that engages spirit, body, and mind. 

Grace Kids. In our Christian Formation classes our youngest children are studying New Testament 
Stories and our 3rd-5th graders are learning about the Parables of Jesus using the DWELL 
curriculum. A Children's Worship Guide is available every week in the foyer for our children to use 
during the worship service. A combined class for 6 months through 3 year olds is available during 
the worship service downstairs in room #117.  We also have a Sermon Time class for 4 year olds 
through 2nd graders. A mother's nursing room is located in the back of the sanctuary on the west 
side. A family room is provided in the Upstairs Chapel with a Livestream viewing. We use KidCheck 
(https://www.kidcheck.com/) to check children into our programs. Please create a free account: 
Sign Up Using Mobile App OR Sign Up Using Website. For questions, please contact Linn Haralson 
at linn@graceseattle.org. 

Youth. YCG classes started Sunday, October 3 during our Christian Formation Hour at 9:00 
AM.  This year our high schoolers will be partnering with adult YCG leaders in leading our study of 
the book of John.  Every Sunday of Christian Formation, youth will meet for a short game, Bible 
study and prayer in small groups. Also, beginning on Monday, October 4, 6:00 PM to 7:45 PM, 10 
week Alpha course will begin! Alpha is an interactive time of learning and discussion around the 
basics of the Christian faith, where young people will inquire of the faith and one another over a 
weekly meal.  Youth from Central Community Church, Saint Ambrose, and Grace Church 
Seattle will be gathering at Trinity Lutheran Church, 1200 10th Avenue East, Seattle, WA 98102. For 
questions, please email Pastor Jason at jason@graceseattle.org. 

Pastoral Care. Please contact us if you have needs or if you have resources you would like to offer 
our community. We can be reached at pastoralcare@graceseattle.org. 

 

T H I S  S U N D A Y  
9:00 AM Christian Formation Classes 
10:15 AM Worship 

… N E X T  W E E K  
10:15 AM Worship

https://www.graceseattle.org/sundays
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBXz_aeJ9mAvJ6q-3RVwRDA
https://www.kidcheck.com/
https://go.kidcheck.com/kcmobileapp.html?Name=Grace%20Church%20Seattle&ID=11554
https://go.kidcheck.com/signin.aspx?action=register&customerid=11554&logoid=11554
mailto:no_reply@apple.com
mailto:jason@graceseattle.org
mailto:pastoralcare@graceseattle.org
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C O N N E C T  
Connect Groups. We have a wide variety of groups: Community Groups, Bible Studies, Growth 
Groups, Prayer Groups, Men’s Groups, Women’s Groups, and Listening Prayer Groups. To find a 
group, or if you are interested in starting one, please contact our Director of Community Formation, 
Jamie Afshari jamie@graceseattle.org. 

SERVE 
Congregation. There are many ways to serve in the congregation. Please contact Danielle 
Taniguchi or go to our website for more information. 

City. Grace partners with a number of great organizations in the city. To find out more, please 
contact Pastor Jason or go to our website. 

GIVE 
You can give financially to Grace many ways. 
• Our General Fund, which goes to support the mission and worship of our congregation 
• Our Deacons Fund, which goes to help those in our congregation and community who are 

facing unexpected financial need 
• Our Serving the City Fund, which goes directly to our efforts to serve the hurting and 

marginalized in our city 
For more information, please go to graceseattle.org/giving  

https://www.graceseattle.org/
mailto:jamie@graceseattle.org
https://www.graceseattle.org/serve/serve-congregation
mailto:danielle@graceseattle.org
mailto:danielle@graceseattle.org
https://www.graceseattle.org/serve/serve-congregation
mailto:jason@graceseattle.org
https://www.graceseattle.org/serve/serve-the-city
https://www.graceseattle.org/giving
http://graceseattle.org/giving


A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

Sunday Volunteers Needed! With the return to in-person worship, we need people willing to help with 
communion, ushering, check-in, and reading. Please contact Danielle Taniguchi at 
danielle@graceseattle.org to sign up!  

Grace Kids & Youth Christmas Short Film: Church-wide viewing of our short film will take place after 
church on December 19. The link to the short film will be kept private on our YouTube page but will be 
made available for families who participate to share with out-of-town friends and family and to watch 
from home.  

Christmas Eve Service: Friday, Dec. 24th, 5 PM 
We will be celebrating Christmas Eve during our evening Lessons & Carols service at 5 PM. Our gathering 
will be in-person at the church building as well as live-streamed on YouTube. Childcare will not be provided 
this year, but the family room (with livestream) as well as the nursing mothers room will be available.  

Sermon Time Class: We have the minimum number of volunteers needed to add another class during 
our worship service. Our Nursery/Toddler class will care for 6 months to 3 years old and our Sermon 
Time class will care for 4 year olds through second grade. For the Sermon Time class, children will begin 
worship in the sanctuary and be dismissed to class at the beginning of the sermon. Parents will need to 
check their child into Sermon Time class at the KidCheck stations and print a name tag for their child. 
This can be done before the worship service begins. For questions, please contact Linn Haralson at 
linn@graceseattle.org. 

KidCheck Sign-In: We will be using the KidCheck program for all youth and children under the Age of 
18. Please create a free account, from the comfort of your home; it’s simple and will only take a few 
minutes. Once you’ve created your account, you simply use your 10 digit phone number to check-in with 
us on Sunday mornings. Creating your account prior to Sunday will help us have a smoother 
transition. Sign Up Using Mobile App OR Sign Up Using Website. Questions? Please email Linn Haralson 
at linn@graceseattle.org. Volunteer Scheduling Changes: We will be working on transitioning our 
volunteer scheduling platform for both Sunday morning and Grace Kids volunteers to Planning Center 
and discontinuing the use of Elvanto starting Jan 1, 2022. There will be more information to follow as the 
date approaches. 

Growth Groups: These groups will focus on a Rule of Life in order to grow with two others in desired 
areas (communion with God, emotional health, and service are just a few areas one group might decide 
to flourish in).  If you have questions please email Jamie Afshari at jamie@graceseattle.org.  

Mom’s Group: Jennifer Martin leads a group of mothers who meet on Zoom each Thursday from 2-3pm. 
It’s a time to share and support one another as we walk with Jesus in raising our little ones. 

Young Adult Group: As a young adult, it can be difficult to find friendship in Seattle. You've probably just 
moved here, got to or out of college, or you're coming out of your Covid-19-enforced hermitage and 
finding it difficult to meet people. If you consider yourself a young adult and are interested in growing in 
the community and breaking bread with others, join us for weekly dinner on Sunday nights in Eastlake! 
For those living or working downtown, in South Lake Union or the University District, it should be a quick 
bus ride on the 70. Reach out to Brent Williams at brent.williams333@gmail.com for the specific location, 
or if you have any questions. 

Book Club: Stephanie Pommer leads our book club for Grace. The next meeting will be in December 
(specific date TBD) at 10:30 AM. This group meets over Zoom. To join, email Stephanie at 
stephanie@graceseattle.org. 

(Continued on the following page)
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBXz_aeJ9mAvJ6q-3RVwRDA
mailto:linn@graceseattle.org
https://go.kidcheck.com/kcmobileapp.html?Name=Grace%20Church%20Seattle&ID=11554
https://go.kidcheck.com/signin.aspx?action=register&customerid=11554&logoid=11554
mailto:linn@graceseattle.org
mailto:brent.williams333@gmail.com
mailto:stephanie@graceseattle.org


A N N O U N C E M E N T S  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

"Joyful Toys" MLK-DCYF Office Giveaway 
The MLK-Department of Children Youth and Family Services is putting on a toy and gift giveaway to 
support foster and "kinship" families on December 20th.  Partnering with Damascus International 
Fellowship, Central Community Church and Mount Baker Presbyterian, Grace has been asked to provide 
volunteers and gift cards to support this event.  The volunteer "ask" is to come and help set up and/or 
meet families on the 20th as you hand out gifts.  The donation "ask" is to click on the following links to 
help support youth who are on the margins.  For more information for volunteering please email Pastor 
Jason at jason@graceseattle.org. 

Gift cards can be purchased on Amazon at https://www.amazon.com/registries/custom/
2NM9RE3L5SJQ5/guest-view 
  
Monetary Donations can be made at: 
https://www.difseattle.org/give 
FUND = Designated Gifts 
SUBFUND = MLK Foster Support Faith Alliance 

Youth Central/Alpha: Grace is partnering with Central Community Church and St. Ambrose 
Church beginning October 4, 6:00 to 7:45PM, for a 10 week apologetics class for 6-12th graders! Our 
location has changed from the SDA church to Trinity Lutheran Church, 1200 10th Avenue East, Seattle, 
WA 98102. 
Please email Jason Davison at jason@graceseattle.org for more details. 

Seward Park Walking Group: Every Thursday, regardless of weather, meet by the bathrooms at 10:00 
AM (babies in strollers and leashed pets welcome). Contact Linn Haralson at linn@graceseattle.org if you 
would like to join. 

Listening Prayer Group Opportunity at The Layne 2021-22 
“By beginning with the revealed word of God, Lectio Divina (listening prayer) continues the conversation 
that God has begun. We first pay attention to his approach to us and focus on our receptivity. Scripture 
becomes a means for God to feed, heal, and love us. We open ourselves to God’s presence and respond 
with our hearts.”                       
-Stephen J. Binz – Conversing with God in Scripture 

A Listening prayer group is a small group that meets with the intention of building a community around 
the word of God. During this time together we will listen to God’s word read out loud. We will have an 
opportunity for individual silence and reflection on the scripture and then conclude our time together, 
sharing the gifts that God has given in our silence with him. Please join us for listening prayer, led by 
Shelly Morse, at the Layne on the following dates at 7:00-9:00 PM: 

• Thursday, December 16 
• Wednesday, January 19 
• Thursday, March 10 
• Wednesday, April 27 
• Thursday, May 12 

 
Please RSVP to Shelly Morse at shelly@soulcareseattle.com if you plan to attend a meeting. 

GraceLife Distribution List: GraceLife (gracelifeseattle@googlegroups.com) is an email group designed 
to foster spontaneous generosity and hospitality among anyone and everyone who regularly attends 
Grace. The distribution list allows anyone who signs up to send out an email to the larger group. 
It’s designed to let others know about a party you’d like to invite others to join, a game night you’d like to 
host, a request to borrow something, a post to give goods away, a need you’d like to ask for help from 
the larger group, etc. Email Danielle Taniguchi at danielle@graceseattle.org. 
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mailto:jason@graceseattle.org
https://www.amazon.com/registries/custom/2NM9RE3L5SJQ5/guest-view
https://www.amazon.com/registries/custom/2NM9RE3L5SJQ5/guest-view
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Weekend Silent Retreat: 
• January 14-16, 2022 

Weekend Silent Retreats are back! 
After a year of Covid, we are once again able to gather together and rest in the beauty and quiet of 
Archbishop Brunett Retreat Center, to seek the face of God, and find ourselves held in Jesus' loving 
gaze.  This is good for the soul.  Really good! Participants will meet one on one with our retreat 
leaders on Saturday and Sunday as a way to check in, see how the retreat is going, and to provide 
prayer materials for your retreat.  There are trails nearby, amazing views of Puget Sound, warm 
fireplaces, and private bedroom/bathrooms for your privacy and relaxation.   

"God never tires of giving, nor can He exhaust His mercies.   
Let us not tire of receiving."   

St Teresa of Avila 

Register early as space is limited and will fill up! 

Cost:  $250.00  
Scholarships are available 
Registration Deadline: January 2nd 
To register: Email danielle@graceseattle.org 

https://archseattle.org/archbishop-brunett-retreat-center/
mailto:danielle@graceseattle.org






S T A F F  
Rev. John Haralson, Pastor john@graceseattle.org 
Rev. Jason Davison, Associate Pastor jason@graceseattle.org 
Jamie Afshari, Director of Community Formation jamie@graceseattle.org 
Jess Alldredge, Worship Arts Director jess@graceseattle.org 
Linn Haralson, Grace Kids Director linn@graceseattle.org 
Danielle Taniguchi, Administrator danielle@graceseattle.org 
Noni Wilson, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@graceseattle.org  

M I N I S T R Y  C O O R D I N A T O R S  
Jason Davison, YCG jason@graceseattle.org 
Rebecca Ifland, Meals Ministry rebecca@graceseattle.org  
Brian & Jessica Youtzy, Connection Center bjyoutzy@gmail.com 
Jo Taniguchi, Premarital Mentoring taniguchijo@gmail.com 

E L D E R S  
Nate Andrews nate@graceseattle.org 
Drew Billups drew@graceseattle.org  
Dan Huie  dan@graceseattle.org 
Darik Taniguchi  darik@graceseattle.org 

D E A C O N S  
Sara Billups  sara@graceseattle.org 
Eric Hadden  eric@graceseattle.org 
Renee Huie  renee@graceseattle.org 
Rebecca Ifland  rebecca@graceseattle.org 
Tamarack Randall  on sabbatical 

P A S T O R A L  C A R E   
Not sure who to contact? If you have needs or resources you’d like to offer 
the community, please contact us at pastoralcare@graceseattle.org. 

R E F O R M E D  U N I V E R S I T Y  F E L L O W S H I P ( R U F )  
Rev. David Birnie david.birnie@ruf.org 

The vision of Grace Church Seattle is to see the city of Seattle  
look more and more like the city of God. 

Worship Location 1300 E Aloha St, Seattle, WA 98102  
  and Livestream on Youtube  
Office Location 400 E Pine, Suite 215 Seattle, WA 98122 

graceseattle.org 
office@graceseattle.org  
pastoralcare@graceseattle.org

W O R S H I P  S C H E D U L E  

12/05 Advent II 
Christian Formation 9:00 AM 
Worship Service 10:15 AM 
 (In-Person and Livestream) 

12/12 Advent III 
Worship Service 10:15 AM 
 (In-Person and Livestream) 

12/19 Advent IV 
Christian Formation 9:00 AM 
Worship Service 10:15 AM 
 (In-Person and Livestream) 

12/24 Christmas Eve Lessons & Carols 
Worship Service 5:00 PM 
 (In-Person and Livestream) 

12/26 First Sunday After Christmas 
Worship Service 10:15 AM 
 (In-Person and Livestream)

Emergency Plan 
In the unlikely event of an emergency or 
evacuation, all children attending a Grace Kids 
Class will be escorted immediately from their 
classrooms to the farthest edge of the front 
lawn, at the corner of E. Aloha St. and 13th 
Ave. E., where they can be reunited with their 
parents or guardians. 

mailto:john@graceseattle.org%20
mailto:jason@graceseattle.org
mailto:jamie@graceseattle.org
mailto:linn@graceseattle.org
mailto:bookkeeper@graceseattle.org
mailto:rebecca@graceseattle.org?subject=
mailto:taniguchijo@gmail.com
mailto:office@graceseattle.org

