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KEY TAKEAWAYS 
 

- Although it has transformed over time, ambition for authoritarian rule 
has remained the quintessence of Eurasianism in Turkey. In the face 
of democratic progress in Turkey, Eurasianists have concealed their 
attempts to maintain a tight grip on power as anti-Westernism. Thus, 
their foreign policy priority has been leaving the Western bloc and 
allying with authoritarian countries, namely Russia, China, and Iran.  
 

- Following the scandalous graft probes against its party officials in 
December 2013, the AKP government aligned with the Eurasianists. 
This alliance has since significantly altered the Turkish political 
landscape, not only hindering progress toward a democratic society 
but also dealing a detrimental blow to democracy and human rights 
in Turkey.  
 

- The war in Ukraine provided another opportunity for the Eurasianists 
to represent their strong anti-Western sentiments. The Eurasianist 
media's coverage of the war in Ukraine has been heavily influenced by 
their political affiliations and interests. It demonstrates a strong bias 
and lacks a critical examination of the facts and events surrounding 
the conflict. 
 

- Eurasianist media employs a variety of strategies and techniques, 
such as amplification of genuine uncertainty, opportunistic 
fabrications, and multiple contradictory narratives. They spread biased 
and misleading ideas, information, or claims with the intention of 
advancing Russian interests in Turkey. 
 

- They blame the West, specifically NATO and the US, for instigating the 
war in Ukraine and causing regional instability. While advocating that 
the Turkish government should not align with the US, they attack 
Turkey's political opposition for its milder views on NATO and US. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The Russian invasion is not only being fought on the battlefields in 
Ukraine. Russian media is also attempting to sway public opinion in 
favor of the Kremlin within Russia and elsewhere through 
disinformation and speculation. This is one of the reasons why several 
Russian media outlets have been blocked by Western governments 
with the outbreak of the war.  
 
Turkey did not participate in Western sanctions to undermine the 
Russian war machine. Likewise, it did not confront Russian 
propaganda targeting Turkish public opinion. For instance, the 
Russian state-sponsored Sputnik News Agency and RS FM (Voice of 
Russia–Sputnik FM) continue to operate their Turkish-language 
editions as before. 
 
Nonetheless, most of the Russian propaganda in Turkey is not overtly 
conducted by Russian state-affiliated media outlets. Eurasianists in 
Turkey carry out the Kremlin’s bidding to influence Turkish public 
opinion in favor of Russian war efforts. They blame the West, 
specifically NATO and the US, for instigating the war in Ukraine and 
causing regional instability. They also attack Turkey's political 
opposition for their milder views on NATO and the US and 
recommend that the Turkish government prioritize its relations with 
Russia. They also see the war in Ukraine as an opportunity to further 
undermine Turkey’s frail relations with the West. 
 
In Chapter I, we begin with the history of Eurasianism in Turkey since 
the 1990s. We explore how President Erdoğan’s coalition with the 
Eurasianists rapidly reshaped Turkey’s political ecosystem and largely 
eroded the country’s once-promising democratic norms and rules. 
We also discuss how Eurasianist policies and ideas affect Turkey’s 
relations with the West in a way that will undercut its integration with 
NATO. 
 
In Chapter II, we analyze the coverage of the war in Ukraine by 
Eurasianist media with a focus on the early days of the invasion. Since 
media has proven to be a valuable tool for disseminating Eurasianist 
ideological items, we examine how publication policies clearly aim to 
undermine Turkey’s ties with the West and advocate close 
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Photo: Russian President Vladimir Putin (R) and Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (L) 
shake hands during a joint news conference following their talks in the Kremlin in Moscow, 
Russia, 5 March 2020. [Kremlin pool/EPA/EFE] 

cooperation with Russia by spreading disinformation and defamation 
about the West. 
 
Our findings indicate that Eurasianist media employ a variety of 
strategies and techniques, such as amplification of genuine 
uncertainty, opportunistic fabrications, and multiple contradictory 
narratives. They spread biased and misleading ideas, information, or 
claims with the intention of advancing Russian interests in Turkey. 
 
We believe that deconstructing these methods employed by the 
Eurasianists is essential to understanding how they endeavor to steer 
Turkey toward Russia and authoritarianism.  
 
 

  



5 | i n s t i t u D E   
F e b r u a r y  |  2 0 2 3  

 

CHAPTER I 
 

What is Eurasianism in Turkey? 
 
Eurasianism as a term entered the Turkish political lexicon in the 
1990s after the end of the Cold War. A group of Turkish state elites 
began to publicly argue that Turkey should forge closer ties with 
countries in the domain of what they called Eurasia. Three key 
characteristics of their conceptualization of the term “Eurasia” should 
be explained to develop a sound understanding of their vision for 
Turkey’s foreign relations. 
 
First, it is necessary to clarify that in the Turkish context the term is 
not rooted in its original Russian conceptualization. A simple reason 
for this is that Eurasianism has not been viewed by its Russian 
defenders as a universal ideology offering a new way for other 
countries besides Russia. Since its first appearance among the 
Russian emigree community in the 1920s, Eurasianism has been 
characterized by a search for Russian political identity and geopolitical 
positioning. When we consider that the so-called Eurasianists in 
Turkey are ultra-nationalists, it is not easy to reconcile Russian and 
Turkish understandings of the term. However, like its Russian 
counterpart, the Turkish version is also a search for Turkish political 
identity and global positioning.  
 
Second, the difference between the Eurasianists’ aspiration in Turkey 
for a Eurasianist pivot and a more conventional approach to 
developing relations with the countries in that domain must be 
emphasized. The end of the Cold War opened new horizons for 
Turkish foreign policy in Central Asia, the Balkans, and the Caucasus. 
Historical and ethnic-religious ties with the newly independent 
countries and Turkey’s relatively advanced economy provided many 
opportunities for developing relations in these regions. The phrase 
“from Adriatic to the Great Wall” became prevalent as the motto of 
this new optimism. Eurasianists in Turkey, however, have always 
stressed an adversarial relation with the West. Rather than developing 
relations with countries in the East, Eurasianists have consistently 
prioritized focusing on how the West has exploited Turkey and how 
Turkey should distance itself from the West to gain independence for 
pursuing its true interests.  
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Third, to fully grasp Eurasianism and its current iteration, it is critical to 
recognize that the anti-Westernism of the Eurasianists does not arise 
from an alternative foreign policy orientation. Instead, it is an 
extension of their domestic ambitions. It is no coincidence that 
Eurasianism emerged within the security establishment. The Kemalist 
cadres in the security apparatus had long enjoyed a privileged status 
cemented by many military interventions throughout the history of 
the Republic. Cognizant of the fact that democratic progress would 
inevitably result in the erosion of their power, an authoritarian vision 
seemed the inevitable course. This characteristic of Eurasianism 
requires further elaboration to understand the ideology's true 
motivation.     
 
The end of the Cold War resulted in many changes in the 
international landscape, and countries were exposed to many foreign 
policy challenges and opportunities. However, for Turkey, these 
dramatic changes in the international system have had more 
profound implications that go beyond Cold War dynamics. Turkish 
Westernization is a long process that can be dated back to the early 
19th century. Although it has sometimes accelerated and sometimes 
slowed, it has nonetheless remained constant. The motivation behind 
Turkish Westernization can be reduced to one word, “survival,” which 
is the ultimate goal in every realist foreign policy approach.  
 
The essence of the Eurasianist break from traditional pro-Western 
foreign policy orientation lies in their conception that Turkey could 
survive leaving the Western Bloc. With the end of the Cold War, there 
was no Russian threat for the first time in three centuries. Absence of 
a threat of danger from Russian invasion, or any invasion, decreased 
dependence on an alliance with the West. The fact that many military 
technologies could, in theory, be transferred from non-Western 
sources resulted in further questioning of Western dependency.     
 
The traditional Kemalist elites in the Turkish state, which began to 
believe that Turkey could decouple from the West and survive, saw a 
window of opportunity for the continuation of an authoritarian 
country under their ultra-nationalist Kemalist ideology. Eurasianism 
arose as a foreign policy extension of their domestic authoritarian 
vision in which the bureaucracy would maintain its dominance with 
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little regard for democracy and the rule of law.1 The natural course of 
authoritarian rule would be forging alliances with other authoritarian 
countries in the region and around the globe.  
 
If Turkey is to become authoritarian, it must form alliances with Iran, 
Russia, and China, as Tuncer Kılınç Secretary General of the National 
Security Council and four-star general, famously pronounced in 2002.2 
It is no coincidence that, in the same speech, Kılınç stated that he is 
against Turkey’s membership in the EU because it will demand that 
Turkey abandon Kemalism. Like every ideology, Eurasianism has been 
transformed over time, but its quintessence has remained its 
ambition for 
authoritarian rule. 
Furthermore, as a 
natural foreign policy 
extension, Eurasianists 
have made leaving the 
West and allying with 
authoritarian countries 
their foreign policy 
priority. 

  

 
1 Suat Kınıklıoğlu, “Eurasianism in Turkey,” SWP Research Paper (Stiftung Wissenschaft und 
Politik, March 2022), https://www.swp-berlin.org/10.18449/2022RP07/. 
2 “Türkiye, Rusya ve İran’la Ittifak Arayışında Olmalı,” Sabah, March 8, 2002, 
http://arsiv.sabah.com.tr/2002/03/08/p01.html 

Retired General Tuncer Kılınç 
 

https://www.swp-berlin.org/10.18449/2022RP07/
http://arsiv.sabah.com.tr/2002/03/08/p01.html
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Who are the leading Eurasianists?  
 
The Eurasianists are not a monolithic group, and several factions 
compete. While they have all reached an agreement with the AKP’s 
Erdoğan following the corruption operations in 2013, their level of 
engagement with the government varies from one faction to another. 
As mentioned above, the primary motivation of Eurasianists is to 
sustain an authoritarian Turkey under their leadership. The coercive 
institutions are sine qua non of every kind of authoritarianism to 
control opposition and suppress dissident voices against the regime. 
In this regard, Eurasianists have been primarily recruiting their 
members from coercive institutions within the government, namely 
the Turkish Armed Forces, the security forces (police and 
gendarmerie), the National Intelligence Service (MIT), and the 
judiciary. In other words, the Eurasianists have concentrated their 
efforts on influencing the means of violence within Turkey. 
 
Eurasianists have had a disproportionate influence on Turkish media 
in recent years, which the government has heavily controlled and 
censored. Leading Eurasianist figures are frequently invited to 
mainstream media programs with the approval of Erdoğan’s 
government. There, they act as the so-called experts in security and 
foreign policy and disseminate their ideology.3 Moreover, due to close 
cooperation between Turkey’s security apparatus and the media, 
Eurasianist ideological items are increasingly propagated through the 
columnists of pro-government media.  
 
The Perinçekists, also known as the Aydınlık Group, constitute 
Turkey’s most visible faction of Eurasianists. Doğu Perinçek, the leader 
of the group and a former communist revolutionary, has always 
disdained Turkey’s integration with the West and championed an 
alliance of Turkey with Russia and China to form an anti-Western axis. 
Accordingly, the Perinçekists are staunchly secular, anti-Western, anti-
NATO, and against any cooperation with the USA. Perinçek was  

 
3 Ryan Gingeras, “Turkey’s Talk Show Nationalists,” War on the Rocks, April 8, 2021, 
https://warontherocks.com/2021/04/turkeys-talk-show-nationalists 

https://warontherocks.com/2021/04/turkeys-talk-show-nationalists
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arrested during the 
Ergenekon trials in 2008 
and sentenced to 
aggravated life 
imprisonment. However, 
he was released in 2014 
when Eurasianists struck 
a political deal with the 
AKP government. 
Perinçek’s Patriotic Party 
(Turkish: Vatan Partisi (VP), 
known as the İşçi Partisi or Workers' Party until 2015), whose official 
ideology is Eurasianism, garnered 0.23% of the vote in the last 
parliamentary election in 2018. The media outlets of the Aydınlık 
Group, Ulusal Kanal (nationwide TV channel), and Aydınlık (daily 
newspaper) are Turkey’s most vocal proponents of Eurasianism. Since 
the end of 2013, this group, once the nemesis of the AKP, has become 
a firm ally of the Erdoğan administration. 
 
İsmail Hakkı Pekin, a former three-star general, served as the former 
head of Turkey's General Staff Intelligence Agency between 2007–2011. 
He was arrested in 2011 during the Ergenekon trials and was released 
in 2013. He joined the VP in 2015 and worked as vice president of the 
party under Perinçek until his resignation in 2017. 
 
OdaTV (online news portal), Veryansin TV (online news portal), ABC 
Gazetesi (online news portal), and Sözcü (daily newspaper) are other 
significant media outlets that serve as instruments to disseminate 
Eurasianist ideology to the larger Turkish public. Their publishing 
policies are consistently anti-western, anti-NATO, and pro-Russian. 
These media outlets are in considerable agreement with the Erdoğan 
administration on Turkey’s current foreign policy, which is moving 
away from the Euro-Atlantic system and closer to Russia. 
Furthermore, these media groups advocate a crackdown against the 
Kurds and the Gulenists. On the other hand, unlike the AKP, they 
despise all religious communities and sects. Some of their columnists 
and journalists, such as Soner Yalçın, who is a columnist for both 
OdaTV and Sözcü, were also tried during the Ergenekon trials.  
 
Cihat Yaycı (former Rear Admiral) and Cem Gủrdeniz (former Rear 
Admiral) are renowned Eurasianists who coined the term Blue 

Aleksandr Dugin (L) and Doğu Perinçek (R) 
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Homeland, which aims for an unprecedented encroachment of 
Greece’s and Cyprus’ maritime waters by Turkey.4 Yaycı played a vital 
role in purging thousands of Atlanticist officers from the military after 
the July 15 coup attempt by employing a dubious metric system.5 
Gủrdeniz was convicted in the Sledgehammer trials and released in 
2014 after an agreement between the AKP and Eurasianists. He was a 
columnist for Aydınlık newspaper and is currently a columnist for 
Veryansın TV.  
 
While Eurasianist parties are unpopular among Turkish constituents, 
curiously, there are several high-ranking Eurasianist figures in major 
political parties in Turkey. Yiğit Bulut, a vocal Eurasianist, has been 
serving as the chief advisor to the incumbent AKP’s Erdoğan since 
2013. Ethem Sancak, a former companion of Perinçek, served as a 
member of the AKP’s Central Decision Board from 2017 until his 
resignation in April 2022. Özgür Özel, who has been serving as a 
parliamentary group leader of the main opposition party, the 
Republican People's Party (Turkish: Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi [CHP]), 
since June 2015, is apparently in close contact with the Eurasianists. 
Ahmet Zeki Üçok, former Chief Prosecutor for the Turkish Air Force 
who was convicted in the Ergenekon trials, serves as an adviser to the 
leader of the opposition, the Good Party (Turkish: İYİ Parti). 
 
There are also other lesser-known Eurasianist entities. Anka Institute 
and 21st Century Turkey Institute (21. Yüzyıl Türkiye Enstitüsü) are 
important Ankara-based Eurasianist think tanks that are 
disseminating Eurasianism through Turkish nationalism.  
 
The AKP and the Eurasianists 
 
Broadly speaking, at the beginning of the 2000s there were two main 
diverging groups in the Turkish Armed Forces. One of the groups 
argued that Turkey’s strategic interests would be better served if it 
aligned its interests with Western democracies. They maintained that 
Turkey should keep a close relationship with NATO, US, and EU 

 
4 Cem Gürdeniz, “Neden Mavi Vatan?,” Aydınlık, March 23, 2013, 
https://www.aydinlik.com.tr/haber/cem-gurdeniz-neden-mavi-vatan-tamami-158669 
5 Emre Turkut and Ali Yıldız, “Algorithmic Persecution in Turkey’s Post-Coup Crackdown: The    
  FETÖ-Meter System,” Statewatch, November 25, 2021,  
https://www.statewatch.org/publications/reports-and-books/algorithmic-persecution-in-
turkey-s-post-coup-crackdown-the-feto-meter-system 

https://www.aydinlik.com.tr/haber/cem-gurdeniz-neden-mavi-vatan-tamami-158669
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countries. Accordingly, they supported Turkey’s EU accession talks 
and further integration of Turkey into NATO.  
 
The other faction argued that Turkey’s further democratization would 
result in the end of the army’s role in politics. This faction concluded 
that the only way to keep Turkey authoritarian was to inch the 
country closer to Russia and China, who would cooperate with a non-
democratic military-led country.  
 
In Turkey, the first of these groups is usually referred to as the 
Atlanticists while the latter is largely known as the Eurasianists.  
 
When the Ergenekon and Sledgehammer trials began in 2008, more 
than 400 military servicemen, including generals and army officers,6 
along with some journalists and politicians were tried and sentenced 
to long terms of imprisonment. They were accused of plotting against 
the Turkish government and constitution. One of the common 
features of the convicted during these trials was that they belonged 
to the Eurasianist faction of the military. For example, well-known 
Eurasianist generals such as Aytaç Yalman (former Commander of the 
Turkish Army), Fevzi Türkeri (former Chief of the Special Forces and 
former General Commander of the Gendarmerie), Tuncer Kılınç 
(Secretary-General of the National Security Council), Şener Eruygur 
(former General Commander of the Gendarmerie), and Köksal 
Karabay (retired Lieutenant General) were among the convicts, along 
with several lower-ranking Eurasianist army officers. Therefore, many 
analysts and pundits concluded that the Eurasianists were being 
sidelined and driven out of the military and bureaucracy in favor of 
the Atlanticists.   
 
The Eurasianists’ fall from grace continued until the end of 2013 when 
a vast corruption scandal emerged. This scandal involved then-Turkish 
Prime Minister (and current President) Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, four 
ministers, other high-level government officials, and several 
prominent businessmen. They were accused of misconduct, bribery, 
and corruption that amounted to tens of billions of dollars.  
 
In a functioning democracy, such criminal charges would be subject 
to an independent trial, the criminals would be punished if the 

 
6 İlker Akgüngör, “İşte bilanço!,” Gazete Vatan, September 29, 2021, 
https://www.gazetevatan.com/gundem/iste-bilanco-450207 

https://www.gazetevatan.com/gundem/iste-bilanco-450207
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accusations were true, and those unjustly accused of crimes would be 
acquitted. Instead, Erdoğan decided to obstruct the investigations 
through every means at his disposal. In this endeavor, he was in 
immediate need of bureaucratic cadres that would disregard his 
misconduct and corruption charges and help him destroy the 
charges of the prosecution. At this critical juncture, Erdoğan pursued 
an alliance with his old nemesis, the Eurasianists. Furthermore, both 
Erdoğan and the Eurasianists blamed the Gulenists, who they 
believed were behind these judicial operations, for their difficulties.  
 
According to their agreement, which was brokered in the early days of 
2014, the convicts of the Ergenekon and Sledgehammer trials, 
sentenced for conspiring to overthrow the government, would be 
immediately released from prison. The Eurasianists would then be 
posted to critical positions in the judiciary, military, and other 
governmental institutions. In return, they would provide 
unconditional support to Erdoğan. Furthermore, together they would 
purge alleged Gulenists from the bureaucracy. This is how the uneasy 
marriage of convenience between Erdoğan and the Eurasianists was 
cemented.  
 
Erdoğan launched his crusade against the corruption investigation by 
removing every police officer involved in the corruption operations. It 
is estimated that up to 6,000 police officers were removed from their 
posts within a year.7 As early as July 2014, Erdoğan’s government 
began to arrest police officers who took part in corruption 
investigations under dubious charges, and some of them remain in 
prison today. When these arrests occurred, the previous convicts in 
the Ergenekon and Sledgehammer cases, such as Çetin Doğan 
(retired four-star general), İsmail Hakkı Pekin (retired three-star 
general, the former Head of Turkey's General Staff Intelligence 
Agency), Ahmet Zeki Üçok (former Chief Prosecutor for the Turkish Air 
Force), and Serdar Öztürk, stated that they were behind the arrests of 
these police officers.8  
 
Parallel to these developments, the Erdoğan government introduced 
several legal changes such as Law No. 6524, dated 15 February 2014 on 

 
7 Hamsici, “10 soruda: 17-25 Aralık operasyonları,” BBC News Türkçe, December 16, 2014, 
https://www.bbc.com/turkce/haberler/2014/12/141212_17_25_aralik_operasyonu_neler_oldu_10_so
ruda 
8 “Hırsızın hiç mi suçu yok!,” Birgün, July 26, 2014, https://www.birgun.net/haber/hirsizin-hic-mi-
sucu-yok-66144 

https://www.bbc.com/turkce/haberler/2014/12/141212_17_25_aralik_operasyonu_neler_oldu_10_soruda
https://www.bbc.com/turkce/haberler/2014/12/141212_17_25_aralik_operasyonu_neler_oldu_10_soruda
https://www.birgun.net/haber/hirsizin-hic-mi-sucu-yok-66144
https://www.birgun.net/haber/hirsizin-hic-mi-sucu-yok-66144
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Law on Judges and Prosecutors to strengthen government control 
over the judicial institution and punish independent judges and 
prosecutors.9 Consequently, hundreds of prosecutors and judges were 
removed from their cases and posted to less important courts and far 
away cities.  
 
Another result of this new coalition was a hardened extreme 
nationalist discourse in domestic politics by the AKP, which was 
recommended by Erdoğan’s new allies. Erdoğan, who once claimed 
himself to be the champion of the Kurdish question in Turkey, not 
only singlehandedly terminated the so-called Kurdish opening but 
also heavily securitized the handling of dissent. According to UN 
reports, government security operations in southeast Turkey between 
July 2015 and December 2016 resulted in massive destruction and 
displaced between 335,000 and 500,000 people, mostly of Kurdish 
origin.10 Accordingly, between the June and November elections in 
2015, Erdoğan also formed a coalition with the Nationalist Action Party 
(MHP), a far-right and anti-Western political party. 
 
Deepening of the alliance: The July 15 coup attempt 
 
On the night of July 15, 2016, a rogue faction in the Turkish military 
apparently attempted to take over the country. This incident would 
significantly change the political landscape of Turkey. According to 
the initial assessment of the Turkish General Staff, 8,651 soldiers were 
involved in the coup attempt, accounting for about 1.5% of active 
personnel in the army; of those 8,651 soldiers, 1,676 were conscripts 
carrying out their obligatory military duty while 1,214 were cadets who 
were not allowed to carry weapons.11 The coup-plotting soldiers 
employed 35 planes, including 24 fighter jets, as well as 37 helicopters, 
172 armored vehicles, and 74 tanks.12 Subsequently, the first-degree 
Turkish courts, which are often criticized for being highly biased 

 
9 Serap Yazıcı, “Türkiye’nin son on yılı: Avrupa demokrasisinden otokrasiye | Heinrich Böll 
Stiftung | Niwêneriya Tirkiyeyê,” Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung, September 23, 2014, 
https://tr.boell.org/tr/2014/09/23/turkiyenin-son-yili-avrupa-demokrasisinden-otokrasiye 
10 “Turkey: UN Report Details Allegations of Serious Rights Violations in Country’s Southeast,” 
UN News Service, March 10, 2017, https://www.refworld.org/docid/58c66f064.html 
11 “Turkish Military Says Just 1.5 Percent of Armed Forces Involved in July 15 Coup Attempt,” 
Daily Sabah, July 27, 2016, https://www.dailysabah.com/war-on-terror/2016/07/27/turkish-
military-says-just-15-percent-of-armed-forces-involved-in-july-15-coup-attempt 
12 ibid. https://www.dailysabah.com/war-on-terror/2016/07/27/turkish-military-says-just-15-
percent-of-armed-forces-involved-in-july-15-coup-attempt 

https://tr.boell.org/tr/2014/09/23/turkiyenin-son-yili-avrupa-demokrasisinden-otokrasiye
https://www.refworld.org/docid/58c66f064.html
https://www.dailysabah.com/war-on-terror/2016/07/27/turkish-military-says-just-15-percent-of-armed-forces-involved-in-july-15-coup-attempt
https://www.dailysabah.com/war-on-terror/2016/07/27/turkish-military-says-just-15-percent-of-armed-forces-involved-in-july-15-coup-attempt
https://www.dailysabah.com/war-on-terror/2016/07/27/turkish-military-says-just-15-percent-of-armed-forces-involved-in-july-15-coup-attempt
https://www.dailysabah.com/war-on-terror/2016/07/27/turkish-military-says-just-15-percent-of-armed-forces-involved-in-july-15-coup-attempt
https://www.dailysabah.com/war-on-terror/2016/07/27/turkish-military-says-just-15-percent-of-armed-forces-involved-in-july-15-coup-attempt
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against crimes against the state, sentenced only 4,981 for the coup 
attempt while acquitting others.13  
 
In the early hours of the coup attempt, Erdoğan immediately blamed 
the incident on the Gulenists. “This uprising is a gift from God to us 
because this will be a reason to cleanse our army,” Erdoğan added. 
The purges, however, were not limited to coup plotters. The next day, 
July 16, police began to arrest en masse not only generals and military 
officers who were not involved with the coup attempt but also 
members of the judiciary and other institutions.   
 
On July 20, 2016, Erdoğan declared a state of emergency as he 
widened a crackdown against tens of thousands of members of the 
armed forces, police, judiciary, civil service, academia, and other 
institutions. During this two-year state of emergency period, 
Erdoğan’s government issued 32 governmental decrees with which 
125,000 public employees were dismissed from their duties.14 The 
purges continued after the end of the state of emergency in 2018, and 
at least 16,000 public employees were dismissed following similar 
accusations until July 2021.15 Four thousand judges and prosecutors, 
30,000 police officers,16 35,000 public teachers,17 6,000 academics, and 
500 diplomats18 were among the dismissed. 
 

 
13 “15 Temmuz darbe girişimine yönelik 143 davadaki kararlar kesinleşti,” TRT Haber, July 8, 2022, 
https://www.trthaber.com/haber/gundem/15-temmuz-darbe-girisimine-yonelik-143-davadaki-
kararlar-kesinlesti-693680.html 
14 “Olağanüstü Hal İşlemleri İnceleme Komisyonu Faaliyet Raporu 2021,” 2021, 
https://ohalkomisyonu.tccb.gov.tr/docs/OHAL_FaaliyetRaporu_2021.pdf 
15Nergis Demirkaya, “OHAL yetkileri ile son 3 yılda 16 bin ihraç yapıldı” Gazete Duvar, July 13, 
2021, https://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/ohal-yetkileri-ile-son-3-yilda-16-bin-ihrac-yapildi-haber-
1528474  
16 Muhammed Boztepe, “FETÖ Ile Iltisaklı Oldukları Gerekçesiyle Emniyet ve Jandarmadan 36 
Bin 176 Kişi Ihraç Edildi,” Anadolu Ajansı, July 12, 2020, https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/15-temmuz-
darbe-girisimi/feto-ile-iltisakli-olduklari-gerekcesiyle-emniyet-ve-jandarmadan-36-bin-176-kisi-
ihrac-edildi/1907651 
17 Can Bursalı, “Yarın Öğretmenler Günü... KHK’lı doktorlar özel hastanelerde çalışabiliyor, 
meslekten çıkarılan öğretmenlere özel okulda çalışma izni yok,” Independent Türkçe, 
November 23, 2021, https://www.indyturk.com/node/439096/haber/24-kas%C4%B1m-
%C3%B6%C4%9Fretmenler-g%C3%BCn%C3%BC-khkl%C4%B1-doktorlar-%C3%B6zelde-
%C3%A7al%C4%B1%C5%9Fabiliyor-meslekten-%C3%A7%C4%B1kar%C4%B1lan 
18 Hüseyin Hayatsever, “Bakan Çavuşoğlu, kamu görevlileriyle ilgili soru önergesini yanıtladı: 
FETÖ’den 662 kişi ihraç edildi,” Cumhuriyet, October 17, 2022, 
https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/siyaset/bakan-cavusoglu-kamu-gorevlileriyle-ilgili-soru-
onergesini-yanitladi-fetoden-662-kisi-ihrac-edildi-1993008 
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https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/15-temmuz-darbe-girisimi/feto-ile-iltisakli-olduklari-gerekcesiyle-emniyet-ve-jandarmadan-36-bin-176-kisi-ihrac-edildi/1907651
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/15-temmuz-darbe-girisimi/feto-ile-iltisakli-olduklari-gerekcesiyle-emniyet-ve-jandarmadan-36-bin-176-kisi-ihrac-edildi/1907651
https://www.indyturk.com/node/439096/haber/24-kas%C4%B1m-%C3%B6%C4%9Fretmenler-g%C3%BCn%C3%BC-khkl%C4%B1-doktorlar-%C3%B6zelde-%C3%A7al%C4%B1%C5%9Fabiliyor-meslekten-%C3%A7%C4%B1kar%C4%B1lan
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The most extensive purges were carried out in the army, where more 
than 24,000 military officers were summarily dismissed.19 Within two 
weeks of the coup attempt, 149 generals and admirals out of 326 
members of the Turkish military were arrested. Including those forced 
to retire, 67% of Turkish generals and admirals were dismissed shortly 
after the coup attempt.20 Within a year, 59% of the staff officers, once 
the backbone of the Turkish military, were also purged.21 This 
expulsion of the staff officers continued dramatically in the following 
years.22 These generals and officers were not only removed from their 
posts but also imprisoned under the charge of terrorism. The Turkish 
Air Force was perhaps the hardest-hit institution. Following the 
extensive purges, it had more warplanes than war pilots capable of 
using them, and it still suffers in training and replacing its pilots.23  
 
One of the essential features of the purged generals and officers was 
that they were considered Atlanticists who argued for a stronger 
relationship with NATO. This is not surprising because the Eurasianists 
were given carte blanche in drawing lists of officers to be purged.  
 
Perinçek, a leading Eurasianist figure and a political ally of Erdoğan’s 
government, would bluntly observe the following in April 2022  
NATO generals in Turkey are in prisons. In other words, NATO is in 
Turkey's prisons. Why did Erdogan’s administration take a stand 
against NATO generals on July 15-16 [2016]? Why did he throw them in 
jail? Why are they still in jail? Because they are NATO. If we are a 
member of NATO, let's release them. We have imprisoned NATO’s 
generals, its 24,000 officers, its 30,000 policemen, its 4,000 judges, 
prosecutors, and members of the Supreme Court...Turkey is on its way 
to breaking the chains imposed by NATO.24  

 
19 Sarp Özer, “TSK’nın FETÖ Ile Kararlı Mücadelesinde 24 Bin 256 Personel Ihraç Edildi,” Anadolu 
Ajansı, December 25, 2021, https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/gundem/tsk-nin-feto-ile-kararli-
mucadelesinde-24-bin-256-personel-ihrac-edildi/2457167 
20 Yavuz Selim Demirağ, “15 Temmuz’un TSK’daki ağır bilançosu... - Yavuz Selim DEMİRAĞ,” Yeni 
Çağ Gazetesi, December 26, 2016, https://www.yenicaggazetesi.com.tr/yazi-arsivi-391572h.htm 
21 “TSK’da kurmay subayların yüzde 59’u ihraç edildi: Kurmaylık sistemi değişiyor,” Sol, August 6, 
2017, https://haber.sol.org.tr/toplum/tskda-kurmay-subaylarin-yuzde-59u-ihrac-edildi-
kurmaylik-sistemi-degisiyor-205337 
22 Sedat Ergin, “TSK’da kurmaylık sisteminin zemin kaybı devam ediyor,” Hürriyet, August 25, 
2020, https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/yazarlar/sedat-ergin/tskda-kurmaylik-sisteminin-zemin-
kaybi-devam-ediyor-41594718 
23 Ali Kemal Erdem, “TSK’daki savaş pilotu açığı birkaç yılda aşılacak,” Independent Türkçe, June 
25, 2020, https://www.indyturk.com/node/202316/haber/tsk%E2%80%99daki-sava%C5%9F-
pilotu-a%C3%A7%C4%B1%C4%9F%C4%B1-birka%C3%A7-y%C4%B1lda-a%C5%9F%C4%B1lacak. 
24 “NATO Generalleri Türkiye’de hapiste,” Aydınlık, April 4, 2022, 
https://www.aydinlik.com.tr/haber/vatan-partisi-genel-baskani-dogu-perincek-nato-
generalleri-turkiyede-hapiste-309118 
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Globally, more than 2 million Turkish citizens have been prosecuted 
under terrorism charges after the coup attempt.25 As of May 2022, 
333,000 people were arrested, and 101,000 of them were imprisoned 
under the accusation of being a Gulenist.26 On the other hand, several 
opposition deputies of the Turkish parliament, tens of mayors, and 
hundreds of opposition politicians were also arrested under terrorism 
charges. As of October 2022, some 5,000 members of the People's 
Democratic Party (HDP), including co-chairs, deputies, and province 
representatives, were still languishing in prison.27 Furthermore, the 
closure case of the HDP is pending before the Constitutional Court.  
 
Turkey’s drift toward authoritarianism, which has been occurring for 
some years, gained incredible momentum after the July 15 coup 
attempt in 2016. Additionally, a constitutional referendum carried out 
in 2017 under the state of emergency granted Erdoğan sweeping new 
presidential powers to the detriment of the rule of law. With these 
new powers, Erdoğan succeeded in building a new regime that 
substantially undermined the separation of powers, restrained the 
freedom of media, destroyed several independent media outlets, 
curtailed freedom of speech, restricted freedom of election, and 
systematically jailed his political rivals.  
  
The militarization of Turkey’s foreign policy was another natural 
extension of the ascendance of Eurasianists in Turkish decision-
making mechanisms. It is not a coincidence that Turkey’s foreign 
military interventions and its territorial expansion in Syria were 
launched in August 2016 following the coup attempt. Turkey’s military 
adventures also extended to Libya and Nagorno-Karabagh in the 
following years. Furthermore, the Blue Homeland doctrine, coined by 
Eurasianist generals and adopted by the AKP, loudly calls for a 
confrontation between Turkey and the EU. 
 

 
25 “More than 2 Million Terrorism Investigations Launched in Turkey Following Failed Coup: 
Official Data,” Stockholm Center for Freedom, December 13, 2022, 
https://stockholmcf.org/more-than-2-million-terrorism-investigations-launched-in-turkey-
following-failed-coup-official-data 
26Mustafa Kaya, “Bakan Soylu: ‘FETÖ’den 332 bin 884 kişi gözaltına alındı, 101 bin kişi 
tutuklandı,’” Sabah, July 5, 2022, https://www.sabah.com.tr/gundem/2022/07/05/bakan-soylu-
fetoden-332-bin-884-kisi-gozaltina-alindi-101-bin-kisi-tutuklandi 
27 European Commission Directorate-General for Neighbourhood and Enlargement 
Negotiations, “Türkiye Report 2022,” October 12, 2022, https://neighbourhood-
enlargement.ec.europa.eu/turkiye-report-2022_en 
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Turkey’s prospects for a shared future with the EU and NATO have, in 
the meantime, been severely undermined since Erdoğan and his 
allies steered Turkey away from the West and prioritized a closer 
relationship with Russia. This rapprochement with Russia has 
negatively affected Turkey’s security and economic interests. For 
example, Turkey's acquisition of the S-400 air defense system from 
Russia resulted in its removal from the F-35 joint strike fighter 
program and a loss of approximately $9 billion in economic 
opportunities. Additionally, Turkey is now unable to purchase the 
advanced F-35 jets or modernize its ageing F-16 fleet due to US 
sanctions related to the S-400 purchase. 
 
In summary, considering the ready availability of lists of public 
employees to be purged, the small size of army contingents that 
participated in the plot, the vast content of emergency measures, the 
increased activity of Eurasianists, Turkey’s swift drift toward 
authoritarianism, and several other indications, many analysts have 
concluded that the failed July 15 coup attempt was, in essence, a false 
flag operation aiming to concentrate power in the hands of Erdoğan 
and his allies. Similarly, Kemal Kılıçdaroğlu, the leader of the 
Republican Party, which is the main opposition party in Turkey, 
affirmed on different occasions that what happened on July 15 was a 
“controlled coup attempt.”28 

  

 
28 Rengin Arslan, “Kılıçdaroğlu: 15 Temmuz kontrollü darbe girişimidir,” BBC News Türkçe, April 
3, 2017,  https://www.bbc.com/turkce/haberler-turkiye-39478777 

https://www.bbc.com/turkce/haberler-turkiye-39478777
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CHAPTER II 
 

The invasion of Ukraine and Eurasianist media 
 
According to Reporters Without Borders (RSF), 90% of Turkish 
national media outlets are under government control.29 These outlets 
are owned by either private companies with close links to the AKP 
government or directly by the government. As Human Rights Watch 
indicates, this affiliation has a significant influence on the way they 
report the news.30  
 
Some of the AKP-controlled media are acting as center-left or right 
mainstream media outlets, while others behave as if they address the 
concerns of those on the extreme ends of the political spectrum. 
However, despite their differences, they consistently provide support 
to the government during critical moments. In other words, these 
media outlets can pursue their own agenda to some degree, but they 
must operate according to the rules of the AKP government. As such, 
Eurasianist media groups should be considered as a part of the 
broader AKP-led media environment.  
 
Eurasianist media in Turkey usually addresses the center-left or those 
on the left extremes of the political spectrum. Aydınlık, Veryansin TV, 
and OdaTV are on the far end of this spectrum. Sözcü has, however, 
become a mainstream center-left outlet after the relentless media 
takeover of the AKP government in the last seven years.    
 
The difference in their audience is reflected in the way they have 
covered the invasion of Ukraine. As Sözcü has a broader audience, its 
editorial policy includes covering the humanitarian catastrophe of the 
war and the persecution of civilians. Nevertheless, this tenderness 
disappears when considering popular columnists of Sözcü who 
advocate a pro-Russian stance in the war. The other Eurasianist 
outlets are free of such nuances. Their editorial policy and columnists 
unanimously blame the West, specifically NATO and the US, for 
instigating the war in Ukraine and causing regional instability. Their 
perspective and rhetoric on the war overlap with the statements of 
Russian leadership and state media.  

 
29 Reporters Without Borders, “Türkiye | RSF,” January 31, 2023, https://rsf.org/en/country-
t%C3%BCrkiye 
30 Human Rights Watch, “Turkey: Events of 2022” (Human Rights Watch, January 12, 2023), 
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2023/country-chapters/turkey 
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On the other hand, several Eurasianist columnists and journalists have 
regularly been hosted as so-called security or foreign policy experts by 
Turkish mainstream TV programs to comment on the war in Ukraine. 
They have justified the Russian invasion by blaming the West and 
NATO. Furthermore, they have argued for closer cooperation between 
Turkey and Russia in the wake of the war in Ukraine and the so-called 
growing threat of NATO to sway Turkish public opinion. Given Turkey’s 
receding freedom of media, it is not likely that such a significant 
number of prominent Eurasianist figures would appear on TV screens 
without the approval of the AKP government. 
 
A closer examination of their coverage of the war in Ukraine, 
especially during the early days of the attack, provides crucial insights 
into how their discourse has justified the Russian invasion.   
  

OdaTV 
 
OdaTV, a Turkish news website, has had a clear pro-Russian and anti-
Ukraine/anti-Western editorial stance when reporting on the Russian-
Ukrainian War. They have tended to downplay or deny Russian 
responsibility, even for the Bucha massacre where hundreds of 
Ukrainian civilians were allegedly butchered under the supervision of 
the Russian army. They have presented news and articles that defame 
the Ukrainian army and government and have also promoted 
disinformation about the war and the motivations behind it.  
 
On the 40th day of the war, 
OdaTV compiled the events 
of the day for its readers in 
an article. The Russian 
perspective on the 
massacre of hundreds of 
civilians in Bucha was 
reported in detail while the 
Ukrainian views were briefly 
mentioned. The Western 
government’s 
condemnation of the 
Bucha massacre was also 
reported in this article. 

‘’Support to YPG from Ukraine.’’ 
OdaTV, November 29, 2022 
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However, the terminology of accusations against Russia, such as the 
phrases “war crimes” or “horrible crimes,” were placed within 
quotation marks to indicate they were not necessarily true and were 
open to discussion. For instance, it reported that, Macron asks to 
completely stop coal and oil exports from Russia to the EU after "war 
crimes" in Bucha or Greece has demanded that those responsible for 
the "horrible crimes" in Bucha be punished. The quotation marks on 
war crimes and horrible crimes belong to the reporting of OdaTV.  
 
In the same report, however, the Ukrainians who died in Kharkiv as a 
result of Russian missile attacks were referred to as members of the 
neo-Nazi Azov Battalion and foreign mercenaries. In this case, there 
were no quotation marks for either the term “neo-Nazi Azov Battalion” 
or “foreign mercenaries.” 
 
The co-founder and writer of OdaTV, Soner Yalçın, wrote an article 
following the Bucha massacre. Beginning his article with a joke, Yalçın 
continues by saying that "the first loss in war is always the truth." 
Yalçın then discusses international politics and considers the fact that 
the USA is the foremost nation in the world in terms of arms 
spending. Subsequently, the article covers the increasing armament 
of the European states as a result of deterioration in the relations 
between the European states and Russia. The USA is blamed for this 
issue as well. Finally, Yalçın shares relatively unrelated commentary 
about the Ukrainian arms transfer to Ethiopia, which constitutes an 
obstacle to peace in Ethiopia. Interestingly, in the article written about 
the Bucha massacre, the responsibility of Russian soldiers was not 
even mentioned as an allegation. Where a reader may have expected 
him to discuss the civilians who died in the Bucha Massacre, the 
author instead begins with a joke and ultimately writes an anti-
Western manifesto. Significantly, Yalçın ends his article with a naive 
question: "Can you tell me; who committed the Bucha massacre?"31 
 
On the 46th day of the war, OdaTV introduced a book about the war 
in Ukraine under its book club section, the “OdaKitap.” The book, 
authored by Erkin Öncan, an editor of Sputnik News Turkey, was 
written, reviewed, published, and distributed in around 40 days.32 This 
is quite extraordinary for those who understand how publishing 

 
31Soner Yalçın, “Bucha Katliamı,” OdaTV, April 8, 2022, https://www.odatv4.com/makale/bucha-
katliami-234737 
32 “Erkin Öncan Araştırdı... Tek Tek Yazdı | Savaşın İlk Kaybedeni Gerçekler Oldu | Hangi Haberler 
Yalan,” OdaTV, April 11, 2022, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WzuIHvrnTPA 
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typically operates. In his book presentation, Öncan asserted that after 
the Western-backed Maidan coup Ukraine began to be ruled by 
governments following extreme right-wing policies. He also stated 
that neo-Nazi forces in the streets were legalized and minorities were 
oppressed in the country. As a result of this oppression, Russian 
people in the East of Ukraine declared their independence, but 
Ukraine began to attack Russian civilians in these republics. 
Eventually, these regions were liberated by Russian intervention. 
Discussing the Bucha massacre, Öncan stated that there is no 
evidence that the massacre was carried out by the Russians. 
 
On October 10, 2022, the 
headline of an article on OdaTV 
stated that “the Chief of the 
General Staff of Ukraine is a 
Nazi,” an accusation based on a 
tattoo on his wrist.33 In the 
details of the article, OdaTV 
asserts that Western media 
documented the existence of 
the Nazis in Ukraine until the 
war started on February 24, but 
since then such articles had all 
but disappeared from the 
agenda of the Western press. The article goes on to claim that ethnic 
Russians, especially those living in the south and east of Ukraine, were 
subjected to systematic attack by the Ukrainian Nazis organized 
under the Azov Battalion, the Kraken Battalion, and the Hurricane 
Battalion between 2014-2022. 4,000 Russians lost their lives. Millions of 
people became refugees and had to leave their homes and go to 
Russia. These statements were not reported as allegations but rather 
as facts about Ukraine.  
 
"Images of executions in Ukraine" reads the title of a short video 
shared by OdaTV in December 2022. Its caption indicates that “the 
Ukrainian army was recorded executing its soldiers who deserted 
from the front.” There was no fact-checking of either the footage or 
the conclusion that Ukrainian deserters were killed.34 It is highly likely 

 
33 “Ukrayna Genelkurmay Başkanı Nazi Çıktı,” OdaTV, October 10, 2022, 
https://www.odatv4.com//dunya/ukrayna-genelkurmay-baskani-nazi-cikti-253378 
34 “Ukrayna’da Infaz Görüntüleri,” OdaTV, December 6, 2022, 
https://www.odatv4.com//dunya/ukrayna-da-infaz-goruntuleri-261324 

The news that the Chief of General Staff of 
Ukraine wore a bracelet with the symbol of the 
Nazi swastika was also denied by the news and 
information verification agency Teyit.org. 
Photo: Twitter / @CinC_AFU 
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that this drone footage originates either from the Russian Defense 
Ministry or Russian Telegram groups.  
 
Another piece of news shared by OdaTV in November 2022 aims to 
create an anti-Ukrainian perception of a Turkish military operation 
against the YPG in Northern Syria, which is considered a terrorist 
organization by Ankara. The headline read "support to the YPG from 
Ukraine." This wording demonstrates a clear distortion that aims to 
manipulate Turkish public opinion.35 The article describes two 
Ukrainian soldiers who allegedly took a photograph with a pro-YPG 
support message and shared it on social media.36 The article also 
indicates that “Ukrainian soldiers fighting with Turkish equipment 
support the terrorist organization PKK/YPG." Aside from the dubious 
source of the news, the headline portrays the Ukrainian state and the 
Ukrainian army as direct perpetrators.  
 
Aydınlık  
 
Aydınlık Daily is the newspaper of the Patriotic Party (Vatan Party), 
and it follows an openly pro-Russian stance about the war in Ukraine. 
For Aydınlık, the reason behind the war is apparent: Western 
provocations. On the one hand, the daily claims that the US has 
attempted to instigate a war in Ukraine. On the other hand, it 
prepares the ground for the Turkish-Russian conflict over debates on 
the Montreux Convention. This line of reasoning is present in all the 
news and commentaries that have appeared in the publications of 
Aydınlık throughout the war.  
 
Mustafa İlker Yücel, Editor in Chief of Aydınlık, wrote an editorial in 
early February 2022 before the war began and blamed NATO and US 
for the escalation in the Black Sea. For Yücel, the Black Sea belongs to 
the coastal countries; thus, the activities of NATO and the US pose a 
threat to regional stability. Yücel goes on to list the increasing number 
of NATO drills and military entrenchment of the US in Greece and 
Bulgaria, claiming that these activities target not only Russia but also 
Turkey. On February 18, on the 70th anniversary of Turkey’s 
membership to NATO, the daily ran a headline recommending Turkey 

 
35 Ibid. 
36 “Ukrayna’dan YPG’ye Destek,” OdaTV, November 29, 2022, 
https://www.odatv4.com/dunya/ukrayna-dan-ypg-ye-destek-260358 
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leave NATO and blamed NATO for all the dark events experienced by 
Turkey in the past 70 years.37  
 
When the war began, the headline of the daily suggested that 
Russian determination in the Black Sea relaxed Turkey’s position in 
the Mediterranean by striking a blow to the US threat. Perinçek, 
leader of the Vatan Party, stated that “the weapon that Russia uses 
brings peace in the region.”38 Columnist İsmet Özçelik wrote that 
Ukraine made a mistake by trusting her uncle, the US, and this 
mistake should be a lesson for all those who have expectations from 
the US. Another columnist, Utku Beyhan, claimed that the US, not 
Russia, is invading Ukraine. He goes on to claim that the Western 
alliance will ultimately lose at the end of the Atlantic-Eurasian war, 
and Turkey will not share the fate of the Western defeat.  
 
The next day, the daily described the war as an “operation against the 
Americanist junta in Ukraine.” The daily ran an article titled “Here are 
the Nazis of US in Ukraine” the 
following day, claiming that they 
murdered thousands of people 
in Crimea and Donbas and 
suggesting that the neo-Nazis 
are indeed the target of Russia 
in Ukraine.39 In another news 
piece, retired Ambassador Uluç 
Özülker said that the US 
provocations have brought the 
issue to war and claimed that 
Russia only wants to topple the 
government.  
 
The daily did not abstain from 
running outright lies to absolve 
Russia and place the blame on 
Ukraine. One important moment 
during the war was the meeting 

 
37 “70 Yıllık Tehdit NATO’dan Çıkalım,” Aydınlık, February 18, 2022, 
https://www.gazeteoku.com/gazeteler/2022-02-18/aydinlik-gazetesi-gazetesi-manseti. 
https://i.gazeteoku.com/storage/files/images/2022/02/18/aydinlik-gazetesi-2022-02-18-E57l.jpg 
38 “Rusya’nın Karadeniz’deki Kararlılığı Türkiye’yi Rahatlatıyor,” Aydınlık, February 25, 2022, 
https://www.gazeteoku.com/gazeteler/2022-02-25/aydinlik-gazetesi-gazetesi-manseti 
39 “Işte ABD’nin Ukrayna’daki Nazileri,” Aydınlık, February 27, 2022, 
https://www.gazeteoku.com/gazeteler/2022-02-27/aydinlik-gazetesi-gazetesi-manseti 

 “Here are the Nazis of the US in Ukraine” 
Aydınlık, February 27, 2022 
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between the Ukrainian and Russian delegations in Turkey in early 
March 2022. The newspaper claimed that Russia would not back 
down against NATO and the West, while Ukrainian officials 
supposedly said that NATO is not ready for a settlement and that they 
cannot stop the war.   
 
The war in Ukraine also offered several opportunities for the daily. 
First, the daily constantly attacked NATO and US. Second, the daily 
blamed the political opposition for their milder views on NATO and US 
and accused them of serving American propaganda. The daily 
occasionally criticized the government with notably restrained 
language for not openly siding with Russia. Perinçek asserted that 
“Turkey cannot save her neck by extending it to the American sword” 
and recommended that the Turkish government prioritize its 
economy.  
 
To support its pro-Russian arguments, the daily published several 
news pieces highlighting how the Russian administration used 
Cyprus as a precedent for the war in Ukraine and the war created 
opportunities for 
cooperation in Northern 
Cyprus. The issue of the 
independence of 
Northern Cyprus appeals 
to large segments of the 
Turkish public. Speaking 
to the daily, Putin’s 
former advisor Sergey 
Markov claimed that 
Turkey not participating 
in the sanctions on Russia 
will create opportunities 
in many fields in Cyprus.40 
This interview with Markov 
appeared in the headlines.41 Furthermore, Aydınlık claims that the 

 
40 Özgür Altınbaş, “Putin’in eski sözcüsü Sergey Markov Aydınlık’a konuştu: Rusya’nın dikkati 
KKTC’ye yöneldi,” Aydınlık, March 6, 2022, https://www.aydinlik.com.tr/haber/ukrayna-krizi-kktc-
icin-firsat-304265 
41 “Rusya’nın Dikkati KKTC’ye yöneldi,” Aydınlık, March 6, 2022, 
https://www.gazeteoku.com/gazeteler/2022-03-06/aydinlik-gazetesi-gazetesi-manseti 
https://i.gazeteoku.com/storage/files/images/2022/03/06/aydinlik-gazetesi-2022-03-06-1nht.jpg 

"Russia's Attention Turned to Turkish Republic of   
 Northern Cyprus” 
 Aydınlık, March 6, 2022  
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sanctions imposed by the West on Russia also create a golden 
opportunity for the Turkish economy. 
 

Veryansin TV 
 
Veryansin TV is a relatively small but influential news website in 
Turkey. It has an ultra-nationalist and ultra-secular worldview. 
Prominent authors, such as Nihat Genc, and high-level retired Turkish 
military officials, such as Admiral Cem Gürdeniz, Admiral Mustafa 
Özbey, and General Ergin Saygun, are currently writing for Veryansin 
TV. 
 
Veryansin TV’s stance on the war in Ukraine is strongly pro-Russian, 
which is evident in how they present the news about the war in 
Ukraine. This pro-Russian stance is even more striking in their 
commentary, especially those written by retired Turkish military 
officials. It is unusual to see such strong anti-NATO and anti-Western 
rhetoric from the former high-level commanders of a NATO ally. It is 
important to note that these commentaries cannot be called criticism 
against NATO; instead, one could consider them a reflection of hatred 
against NATO.  
 
The first aspect of Veryansin TV’s pro-Russian stance can be seen in its 
focus on Russian claims in its news. For instance, it has published the 
claims of Russian government agencies with provocative headlines 
and without any critical examination. Furthermore, the counterviews 
of the Ukrainians are rarely found on its pages. In that sense, one 
could easily compare Veryansin TV with Russia Today or Sputnik. 
Some examples of such news include the following headlines: “the US 
is plotting a provocation with weapons of mass destruction,”42 
“Ukraine is plotting provocations in the Sumi region with the help of 
Britain,”43 and “USA’s virus stores: Death laboratories in Ukraine.”44 
These articles are replete with baseless allegations regarding US-
owned biological labs in Ukraine. News about American biological 

 
42“Rusya: ABD Ukrayna’da kitle imha silahlarıyla provokasyon planlıyor,” Veryansın TV, 2022 
2022, https://www.veryansintv.com/rusya-abd-ukraynada-kitle-imha-silahlariyla-provokasyon-
planliyor  
43“Rusya: Ukrayna, İngiltere yardımıyla Sumi bölgesinde ‘provokasyonlar’ hazırlıyor,” Veryansın 
TV, April 12, 2022, https://www.veryansintv.com/rusya-ukrayna-ingiltere-yardimiyla-sumi-
bolgesinde-provokasyonlar-hazirliyor 
44“ABD’nin virüs depoları: Ukrayna’daki ölüm laboratuvarları,” Veryansın TV, March 8, 2022, 
https://www.veryansintv.com/abdnin-virus-depolari-ukraynadaki-olum-laboratuvarlari 
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labs in Ukraine is also circulating, unsurprisingly, in American far-right 
and QAnon conspiracy theory groups.45  
 
The second aspect of 
Veryansin TV’s pro-Russian 
stance is evident in its focus 
on news blaming Ukraine. 
Although claims of 
atrocities committed by 
Ukraine can be found on 
their news pages, such 
news regarding claimed or 
verified Russian atrocities is 
significantly less prevalent. 
On one of these rare 
occasions, Veryansin TV’s 
headline regarding the 
Russian rocket attack on a shopping mall that killed 18 Ukrainian 
civilians referred to the Russian origin of the attack a claim.46 This 
might be considered fair journalism if that same approach was 
applied to anti-Ukrainian claims. Yet, this “fair” approach cannot be 
found in its headlines concerning the alleged acts of the Ukrainian 
government. “They tie them to the poles…Torture against the civilians 
in Ukraine”47 and “Another horrific footage from Ukraine...They’ve 
beaten the civilians to death”48 are some examples of headlines 
Veryansin TV used in this regard. In these headlines, the pronoun 
“they” refers to the Ukrainian government.  
 
The third aspect is the commentaries that have a strongly pro-Russian 
agenda. One common idea among those comments is that NATO and 
the West are to blame for this war. Retired Admiral Cem Gürdeniz, a 
fierce anti-Western and anti-NATO voice, claims that the war in 
Ukraine is a move by the Atlantic front to erode the China-Russia-Iran 

 
45 Bill Chappell and Odette Yousef, “How the False Russian Biolab Story Came to Circulate 
among the U.S. Far Right,” NPR, March 25, 2022, 
https://www.npr.org/2022/03/25/1087910880/biological-weapons-far-right-russia-ukraine 
46“Rusya Ukrayna’da AVM’yi vurdu’ iddiası: Can kaybı 18,” Veryansın TV, June 28, 2022, 
https://www.veryansintv.com/zelenskiy-rusya-ukraynada-avmyi-vurdu 
47 “Direklere bağlıyorlar... Ukrayna’da sivillere işkence,” Veryansın TV, March 24, 2022, 
https://www.veryansintv.com/direklere-bagliyorlar-ukraynada-sivillere-iskence 
48 “Ukrayna’dan bir dehşet görüntü daha... Sivilleri öldüresiye dövdüler,” Veryansın TV, April 6, 
2022, https://www.veryansintv.com/ukraynadan-bir-dehset-goruntu-daha-sivilleri-olduresiye-
dovduler 

“US virus warehouses: Laboratories of death in 
Ukraine”.  
Veryansın TV, March 8, 2022 
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alliance, which is the first step towards the union of Asia.49 He also 
claims, like his other former military colleagues in Veryansin TV, that 
the West provoked this war.50  
 
Retired Admiral Ilker Güven wrote that the US, the commander of 
NATO, was behind the coup attempt in Turkey in July 201651 and also 
provoked the war in Ukraine, and the US and the EU are responsible 
for this inhumane destruction in Ukraine.52 Another columnist, Gürbüz 
Evren, also blames the US for provoking this war, which they believe 
serves the interests of the US.53  
 
A common theme in these comments is that, with this operation, 
Russia has fulfilled its aim: to prevent Ukraine from becoming a NATO 
member. For instance, in a long piece regarding the analysis of the 
war, retired General Ergin Saygun suggests that even though Russia 
has failed militarily it has achieved its political aim. Retired Admiral 
Mustafa Özbey further claims that Russia has succeeded in almost all 
its military goals.54  
 
Another interesting common thread within these commentaries is to 
analyze the events within the Asia-Pacific context and conclude that 
the US and its allies are destined to lose a struggle against China. As 
such, the authors suggest this century will be an Asian century. This 
idea is especially advocated by Veryansin TV’s regular contributor, 
retired admiral Cem Gürdeniz. He compares Ukraine with Taiwan, 
claiming the hegemony of the West is collapsing and that the US and 
its allies do not have the military power to prevent a Chinese invasion 
of Taiwan.55 Similarly, retired admiral Ilker Güven wrote that the US is 
attempting to eliminate Russia first and then move on to China.56   

 
49 Cem Gürdeniz, “Ukrayna-Rusya krizi ve savaş üzerine notlar,” Veryansın TV, June 5, 2022, 
https://www.veryansintv.com/yazar/cem-gurdeniz/kose-yazisi/ukrayna-rusya-krizi-ve-savas-
uzerine-notlar 
50 Ibid.  
51 İlker Güven, “Ukrayna krizinin düşündürdükleri,” Veryansın TV, March 8, 2022, 
https://www.veryansintv.com/ukrayna-krizinin-dusundurdukleri 
52 İlker Güven, “Ukrayna neden acılar yaşıyor?,” Veryansın TV, March 17, 2022, 
https://www.veryansintv.com/ukrayna-neden-acilar-yasiyor 
53 Gürbüz Evren, “Ukrayna’daki savaşta taraf tutulur mu?,” Veryansın TV, March 16, 2022, 
https://www.veryansintv.com/yazar/gurbuz-evren/kose-yazisi/ukraynadaki-savasta-taraf-
tutulur-mu 
54 Mustafa Özbey, “Rusya-Ukrayna çatışmasında son durum,” Veryansın TV, September 16, 2022, 
https://www.veryansintv.com/rusya-ukrayna-catismasinda-son-durum 
55 Cem Gürdeniz, “ABD Cephesi, Pasifik’te çok zorlanacak: Tayvan Ukraynalaşmaz,” Veryansın 
TV, June 12, 2022, https://www.veryansintv.com/yazar/cem-gurdeniz/kose-yazisi/abd-cephesi-
pasifikte-cok-zorlanacak-tayvan-ukraynalasmaz 
56 Güven, “Ukrayna neden acılar yaşıyor?” 
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Sözcü  
 
An analysis of the front pages of Sözcü Daily from February 24, when 
the war broke out, until March 31 suggests that the editorial policy of 
Sözcü is mostly anti-Russian and pro-Ukrainian. One notable 
exception is the first day of the war when Sözcü’s headline read “They 
threw Ukraine before the lion and left it there.” In this title piece, 
Sözcü indicated the Ukrainian people suffer because of false promises 
of support from the US, the EU, and NATO.57  
 
Consequently, its 
policy is rooted in 
an anti-Russian 
position. In 
addition to neutral 
reporting of the 
war between 
Russia and 
Ukraine, Sözcü 
covers issues that 
could be considered to undermine Russia’s discourse. As a rule, it has 
described the war in Ukraine as a Russian invasion not a special 
operation. In this vein, it has reported news and produced articles that 
highlight the ruthlessness of the Russian army against the civilians in 
Ukraine. For instance, the title piece on February 26 described 
gruesome details and images of how a Russian tank crushed a vehicle 
driven by an elderly Ukrainian.58 

 
Similarly, another article featured on the front page on March 3 
discusses how Russian police detained children between the ages of 
7–11 years old. The headline read “even the children who said no to war 
are arrested in Russia.”59  
 
A front-page article on March 20 personally targeted the Russian 
president when he appeared in public for the first time since the 

 
57 “Ukrayna’yı aslanın önüne attılar ortada bıraktılar,” Sözcü, February 25, 2022, 
https://www.gazeteoku.com/gazeteler/2022-02-25/sozcu-gazetesi-manseti 
58 “Eze eze işgal!,” Sözcü, February 26, 2022, https://www.gazeteoku.com/gazeteler/2022-02-
26/sozcu-gazetesi-manseti 
59 “Rusya’da ‘savaşa hayır’ diyen çocuklar bile gözaltına alındı,” Sözcü, March 3, 2022, 
https://www.gazeteoku.com/gazeteler/2022-03-03/sozcu-gazetesi-manseti  
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Sözcü, February 25, 2022 
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outbreak of the war. The caption highlighted that Putin’s coat is worth 
104 times the minimum wage in Russia.60  
 
On the other hand, a 
prominent columnist of 
Sözcü and co-founder of 
OdaTV, Soner Yalçın, has 
upheld a staunch pro-
Russian stance. His efforts to 
justify the war are on par 
with Russian state 
propaganda and mirror the 
Russian president’s official 
discourse. Consistent with 
Russian propaganda, several 
of his writings accuse the US 
and NATO of provoking the war by pursuing a containment policy 
despite Russian objections.  
 
For instance, on March 1 Yalçın blamed the war on “the never 
satisf[ied] imperialist greed of the US.”61 On March 2, after presenting 
some facts on the history of the enlargement of NATO, Yalçın 
concludes that the US was encircling Russia under the mask of NATO, 
which unleashed the war.62 Echoing President Putin, Yalçın also 
claimed on March 3 that Ukraine was imposing its own language on 
the Russian minority to assimilate them, adding that Ukrainian 
election laws were amended in the orange revolution in 2004 to 
discriminate against Russian-speaking candidates.63  
 
On March 30, he denounced the injustices imposed upon the Russian 
oligarchs regarding assets frozen due to Western sanctions. He then 
opined that the Arabs will withdraw their assets from the Western 
countries to avoid a similar fate with Russian oligarchs. Overall, he 
calls into question the integrity and intentions of Western countries in 
extending help to Ukraine. 

 
60 “Putin 200 bin liralık montuyla tepki çekti,” Sözcü, March 20, 2022, 
https://www.gazeteoku.com/gazeteler/2022-03-20/sozcu-gazetesi-manseti 
61 Soner Yalçın, “Yaftalamak Kolay,” Sözcü, March 1, 2022, 
https://www.sozcu.com.tr/2022/yazarlar/soner-yalcin/yaftalamak-kolay-6980628 
62 Soner Yalçın, “Ya hırsızın suçu,” Sözcü, March 2, 2022, 
https://www.sozcu.com.tr/2022/yazarlar/soner-yalcin/ya-hirsizin-sucu-6983035 
63 Soner Yalçın, “İki yüzlülük,” Sözcü, March 3, 2022, 
https://www.sozcu.com.tr/2022/yazarlar/soner-yalcin/iki-yuzluluk-6985178 

''Putin drew reaction with his 200,000 TL coat.'' 
Sözcü, March 20, 2022 
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Another high-profile columnist of Sözcü, Yılmaz Özdil, is also highly 
suspicious of the US role in Turkey in general and its role in the war in 
Ukraine in particular. He stresses that Russia is not an enemy of 
Turkey by providing anecdotes from the early days of the Republic 
and making references to the founding fathers of Turkey. He notes 
that “Russia has a special place in Turkey” and Turkey can only remain 
a friend of the West if it is a friend of Russia.64  
 
Similarly, he belittles the acting career of Ukrainian President 
Zelensky and concludes that Ukrainians are to be blamed for electing 
him as their president and the war that ensued.65 He also purposefully 
generates anti-Western conspiracy theories and propaganda, even 
disregarding Russia’s own discourse over the war. For example, he 
writes that the US has singlehandedly triggered the war to stop the 
Nord Stream 2 pipeline carrying Russian natural gas to Europe, 
adding that the US has attempted to undermine the project since it 
began.66  
 
On March 4, Özdil also insinuated that the US was behind the arrest of 
three Eurasianist military officers, including well-known Eurasianist 
Admiral Cem Gürdeniz, in the Sledgehammer trials because they 
advocated for an independent energy policy from the US in the Black 
Sea, Iraq, and the Mediterranean Sea. 67 Consequently, he amplifies 
existing anti-Western sentiment in Turkey to conceal the true nature 
of the Russian aggression in Ukraine and speculate about the 
intentions of Western governments. 

  

 
64 Yılmaz Özdil, “Akdeniz’den sonra Karadeniz’de sıkışan Türkiye’nin reçetesi, Cumhuriyet 
Anıtı’ndadır,” Sözcü, March 1, 2022, https://www.sozcu.com.tr/2022/yazarlar/yilmaz-
ozdil/akdenizden-sonra-karadenizde-sikisan-turkiyenin-recetesi-cumhuriyet-anitindadir-
6980658 
65 Yılmaz Özdil, “Ukrayna yazık etti Ukrayna’ya,” Sözcü, February 26, 2022, 
https://www.sozcu.com.tr/2022/yazarlar/yilmaz-ozdil/ukrayna-yazik-etti-ukraynaya-6975168/ 
66 Yılmaz Özdil, “Hâlâ, Kiev sokaklarına barikat kuruldu filan diye anlatıyorlar,” Sözcü, March 5, 
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CONCLUSION 
 
Eurasianists advocate that Turkey should forge closer ties with Russia, 
China, and Iran. Like every ideology, Eurasianism has been 
transformed over time, but ambition for authoritarian rule continues 
to be its quintessence. As a natural consequence of this, leaving the 
Western bloc and allying with authoritarian countries, namely Russia, 
China, and Iran, has been their foreign policy priority.  
 
In this regard, the political alliance between the AKP and the 
Eurasianists since 2014 has deeply impacted Turkey’s domestic and 
foreign policies. Extreme nationalist discourse and Turkey’s further 
descent into authoritarianism have resulted from this new coalition in 
domestic politics. The militarization of Turkey’s foreign policy and anti-
Western discourse are other consequences of this coalition. It is 
therefore not a coincidence that Turkey’s foreign military 
interventions, such as those in Syria and Libya, were launched with 
the ascendance of Eurasianists. 
 
There is no doubt that Erdoğan has the upper hand in this 
relationship and establishes the rules by which Eurasianists must play. 
Their persistent activities and zealous conviction to push Turkey into 
Russia’s orbit play well into Erdoğan’s goal of attaining leverage 
against the USA and the EU countries. This leverage will only be 
successful if his government has a solid relationship with Russia.68  
 
The structure of this understanding has also been in play since the 
outbreak of war in Ukraine. Eurasianist media in Turkey aimed to sway 
Turkish public opinion to support the Russian war efforts. Their 
coverage has justified the Russian invasion of Ukraine by blaming and 
holding the US and NATO responsible for the war. While they have 
ignored atrocities committed by Russia on the ground, they do not 
hesitate to broadcast the propaganda pieces of the Kremlin. These 
propaganda efforts have not been limited to Eurasianist media. 
Leading Eurasianist figures have been heavily represented in 
mainstream media programs as so-called security and foreign policy 
experts since the early days of the invasion of Ukraine. 
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In this vein, Eurasianists have employed a variety of strategies and 
techniques, such as amplification of genuine uncertainty, 
opportunistic fabrications, and multiple contradictory narratives. They 
spread biased and misleading views and reports with the intention of 
advancing Russian interests in Turkey.  
 
These propaganda efforts have had an influence on Turkish public 
opinion. For instance, according to a poll conducted by Metropoll in 
March 2022, 48% of the Turkish population blamed the US and NATO 
for triggering war in Ukraine, 7% of them accused the Ukrainians, and 
only 34% of them held Russia responsible for the invasion of Ukraine.69 
Another poll conducted by Al-Monitor/Premise found comparable 
results almost a year later, in February 2023. In this poll, 33% blamed 
the United States and the EU for the war, 6% accused the Ukrainians, 
while 41% thought Russia was primarily responsible for the conflict.70 
 
Given that the media in Turkey is heavily controlled and censored by 
the AKP government, Erdoğan has surely approved this broadcasting 
policy. One of the reasons for this approval lies in the fact that 
Erdoğan did not want to explicitly engage in efforts to undermine the 
Russian war machine. Shifting public opinion to his side is useful in 
shaping foreign policy and negotiating with Western countries. In 
other words, Erdoğan and the Eurasianists have mutually benefited 
from cooperation during the war in Ukraine, as they did before. 
Ultimately, the former has obtained leverage against the Western 
governments and the latter has advanced its agenda of undermining 
Turkey’s relations with the West. 
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