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Households on the Community Wastewater Management 
System (CWMS) have a septic tank which requires routine 
cleaning which is not only an inconvenience, but an 
additional cost to the household budget or businesses. 

Residents have told us of horror stories about the cost of 
repairs and maintenance as well as the constant blockages 
that result in sewage spilling over onto their property or in 
public spaces. 

Following extensive consultation with residents, businesses 
and the City of Tea Tree Gully Council, Labor announced a 
plan that would finally move properties on the CWMS to SA 
Water’s sewer system like most other South Australians.

Labor’s plan will see modern sewerage services delivered 
for more than 4,700 residential and business properties 
currently connected to the CWMS.  It will be a priority 
project under a future Labor Government and we will look 
at how we can fast track the transition program.

SA Labor is committed to a fully funded 
plan to scrap the TTG CWMS and 
connect residents and businesses to 
the SA Water sewage system.
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On 3 June – SA Labor announced its fully funded plan to 
scrap the CWMS at no cost to TTG residents and businesses 
and connect them to a modern and efficient SA Water 
sewerage network.

Days later, the Liberal Party announced that it would follow 
Labor’s lead, however its plan will likely require the City of 
Tea Tree Gully to contribute funding towards the plan. This 
could mean residents will end up paying a contribution 
indirectly through their council rates.

They also said the transition will occur over several years.  
Labor believes this should be a priority project for the  
State Government and should be fast tracked as quickly  
as possible.

The CWMS system is already outdated, and its reliability will 
only get worse the longer the existing system is left in place.

For decades, 
many properties 
in the City of Tea 
Tree Gully have 
been serviced 
by an inferior 
sewerage system.

Approximate 
Number of Homes 
connected to 
CWMS: 4,700



Blair Boyer MP
Labor Member for Wright

This is a great win for 
the local community.
This project will 
deliver a far better 
service to the homes 
of the Tea Tree 
Gully residents and 
improve the amenity 
of what is already a 
great area.” 

this is an issue I have heard about time  and 
time again – it is something the people of the 
North East have called for. 
Residents, who are paying more in council rates 
will receive some hip-pocket relief, and it will 
create much needed jobs for the north-east”

Peter Malinauskas MP
SA Labor Leader
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