
A critical moment in history. A new era of sustainability. 
An impact that starts in Chicago and spans across the 
country. Welcome to the Green Era. 

Green Era 
Campus



Everyone deserves a healthy, sustainable, and thriving environment to live in, but communities of 
color are disproportionately affected by climate change, unemployment, and negative health out-
comes. Urban Growers Collective is a Black- and women-led nonprofit that grows food to cultivate 
nourishing environments which support health, economic development, healing, and creativity. In 
partnership with multiple entities, we are transforming 9 acres of brownfield in the Auburn Gresham 
neighborhood into a vibrant hub for green energy and jobs, fresh produce, small business incubation, 
educational programming, and community green space. 

The only community-based energy project of 
its kind, the Green Era Campus will uplift the 
South Side of Chicago as a blueprint for the 
nation in developing a green economy and a 
sustainable future for all. 

 We'd love to hear from your publication. Contact us: media@urbangrowerscollective.org
greenerachicago.org  |       @greenerachicago



We'd love to hear from your publication. Contact us: media@urbangrowerscollective.org
greenerachicago.org  |       @greenerachicago

… Create more than 300 new jobs for local residents and   
 formerly incarcerated individuals—272 through the    
 construction process and 30+ permanent positions

… Divert millions of pounds of food waste per month from  
 landfills and offset 42,500 tons of carbon dioxide    
 through the Anaerobic Digester Facility and     
 Commercial Compost Building 

… Grow 125+ varieties of culturally relevant fruits,     
 vegetables, herbs, and plants per year in the            
 Greenhouse and Urban Farm

… Increase food accessibility for 2,000 people per year at   
 the Retail Store and Nursery 

… Provide 500 people per year with educational and    
 life-enriching opportunities in the Community     
 Education Center

… Host weekly community events in the Event Plaza

… Build 1.2 acre of outdoor community space through the   
 Edible Forest and Walking Trail

The Green Era Campus is creating comprehensive 
solutions to address complex issues. Each component 
of the Green Era Campus will breathe new life into 
Chicago’s highest-need communities:



Food waste will become clean energy and 
fertile compost, an urban farm will feed the 
community, and an abundance of opportunities 
will energize Chicago’s South Side. 

Located on a former vacant brownfield site in an 
area with urgent need for environmental cleanup 
and new opportunities, the Green Era Campus 
will use anaerobic digestion to divert millions of 
pounds of food waste from landfills to renewable 
energy and nutrient-rich compost. Alongside this 
innovative technology is an urban farm and plenty 
of space for community-driven programming—
combining a potent technology with our proven 
strategies in food access and community 
engagement. 

We have committed to hiring locally, and from 
high-need populations, including those formerly 
incarcerated. We also commit to hiring at all 
skill levels; the initiative creates opportunities 
for construction and permanent jobs as well 
as hundreds of contracting opportunities. The 
Green Era Campus will create lasting careers, a 
local food economy on the South Side, and an 
impact that endures long past the initial Campus 
construction.

“This is true change: a facility 
that can grow food, create 
energy, and provide education 
and inspiration to young 
people and folks returning from 
incarceration—all happening 
within a community that 
represents the challenges that 
we’ve been up against for the 
last 130 years.”
- Erika Allen, Co-Founder of Green Era and Co-
CEO of Urban Growers Collective

About the Green 
Era Campus
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… Nearly 40% of food processed in the U.S. is never    
 consumed and 97% of food waste is landfilled. Chicago  
 alone produces 55 million pounds of food waste per   
 month. Food waste represents the single largest solid   
 waste stream reaching landfills, and many local landfills   
 are expected to reach full capacity within 10 years. 

… Environmentally unsustainable practices      
 disproportionately impact communities of color. Black   
 Americans are 75% more likely than others to live near  
  facilities that produce hazardous waste.  

… More than half a million Cook County residents are    
 experiencing food insecurity. Auburn Gresham has one  
 of the highest food insecurity rates in all of Chicago. 

… Auburn Gresham has a 13% unemployment     
 rate—nearly double the Chicago average. 

Why Green Era 
Campus
Everyone deserves a healthy, sustainable, and thriving environment to live in, and the 
Green Era Campus is a crucial investment in community-centered sustainability solutions

Black, Brown, and low-income communities are burdened with a disproportionate number 
of contaminants from industrial polluters such as landfills, coal plants, and toxic waste dumps. 
Residents experience negative impacts on their health and well-being due to a lack of access 
to healthy foods, clean air, and green space in their neighborhoods. 
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“My family has lived in Auburn Gresham 
for nearly 60 years and experienced all of 
its economic fluctuations first-hand. I am 
thankful for Urban Growers Collective and 
Green Era’s promising investment in Auburn-
Gresham and can’t wait to see how this ever-
giving project will uplift the community as a 
whole and improve the quality of life for all 
of my neighbors.”
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Carlos Nelson, Chief Executive Officer Greater Auburn Gresham Development Corporation



An initiative this big and bold requires intensive 
collaboration. Green Era is a partnership between 
multiple entities that share a mission of sustainability, 
green energy, and revitalization of Chicago’s South 
Side. Each entity is responsible for a distinct financial or 
operational aspect of Green Era, with all of the entities 
working closely together to ensure the initiative is 
successful and impactful.

Urban Growers Collective (UGC) - is a 501(c3) nonprofit 
that manages all aspects of the Green Era Campus, 
including programming, community engagement, 
garden center, permaculture design, product sales, 
and more. UGC currently operates 8 urban farms on 
11 acres of land across Chicago, providing over 18,000 
pounds of accessible fresh produce and educational 
and life enriching opportunities for 500+ people each 
year. Through the Green Era Campus, UGC is taking 
our impactful programming to the next level. The 
Green Era Campus will become the headquarters of 
Urban Growers Collective’s organization and will serve 
as a central hub for engagement within both the South 
and West Sides and citywide. UGC currently has a 99-
year lease on the site.

Green Era Educational NFP is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization that serves as the land owner and site 
developer for all other entities operating business on 
the site. Green Era Educational NFP served as the fiscal 
agent that launched Urban Growers Collective.

Green Era Sustainability is composed of urban 
growing experts who are dedicated to sustainability 
and social justice. Focused on biotechnology and 
green energy, this LLC holds the owner’s equity and 
the seed investments for the overall initiative. Green 
Era Sustainability is managed by Urban Growers 
Collective and Greater Auburn Gresham Development 
Corporation, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
working to foster and promote revitalization of low-to-
moderate-income neighborhoods in Chicago utilizing 
comprehensive community development strategies 
and initiatives.

Always Growing Auburn Gresham (AGAG) is a 
portfolio of three investment-ready capital projects 
poised to reinvigorate this South Side, predominantly 
Black neighborhood back into a thriving destination. 
The projects come directly from Auburn Gresham’s 
community-driven Quality-of-Life Plan, representing 
the best of the neighborhood’s vision for its bright 
future. The three projects are:

• Developing the first of-its-kind Renewable Energy 
and Urban Farming Campus in the country on a 
vacant brownfield on 83rd near Halsted.

• Transforming a long-vacant, 4-story office building 
near 79th and Halsted into the 839 Auburn 
Gresham Healthy Lifestyle Hub, anchored by a full-
service health center.

• A planning process for repurposing an abandoned 
high school into an innovative mix of affordable 
housing and other community-identified assets.
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Partners on the 
Green Era Campus



... Food waste is the number one solid waste stream filling up landfills; at the current rate, landfills could   
 be at capacity within 10 years.

... Chicago produces 55 million pounds of food waste per month.

... The Green Era Campus will partner with restaurants and organizations to divert food waste from   
 landfills, offsetting 42,500 tons of carbon dioxide per year.

... The food waste processed at the Green Era Campus will find a second life as Renewable Natural Gas   
 and nutrient-dense compost through a process called anaerobic digestion.

... The compost created at the Green Era Campus will be used on-site at the Urban Farm and also sold to   
 local farmers. 

... The Urban Farm is expected to grow 125+ varieties of culturally relevant fruits, vegetables, herbs,   
 and plants per year to be sold and distributed locally.

... The Green Era Campus is being constructed on a 9-acre brownfield lot in the Auburn Gresham    
 neighborhood, and will include vital community resources including fresh produce, small business   
 incubation, educational programming, and community green space. 

... In our five-year community-centered design process, we collected and listened to feedback through a  
 large-scale planning effort engaging more than 1,500 local stakeholders and hosted design    
 workshops that included students from Simeon Career Academy.

... 272 construction jobs and 30+ long-term positions will be created, along with small business    
 incubation opportunities. We are committed to hiring locally, and from high-need populations,    
 including those formerly incarcerated. 

... The Green Era Campus aims to establish Chicago as a model city for lasting transformation and    
 sustainable urban development—all starting on the South Side. 

... Our innovative approach has been recognized by numerous publications and awards, including the   
 2021 international Climate Challenge Cup and the 2020 Chicago Prize. 

... Urban Growers Collective is seeking support from donors to reach our $11 million fundraising goal   
 and complete Phase 2 of the Green Era Campus, which includes the Urban Farm, Community    
 Education Center, Retail Hub, productive landscaping, outdoor gathering space, and more. 

Green Era Campus 
Fact Sheet 
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Awards
2021 Climate Challenge Cup
After showcasing Green Era to an audience of 
global change-makers at COP26 in November 
2021, Green Era won the first-ever prestigious Cli-
mate Challenge Cup, which recognizes an “out-
standing innovative climate change adaptation 
project which has the potential to be scaled.”

2020 Chicago Prize
Green Era won the inaugural $10 million Chicago 
Prize, which invests in community leadership and 
community-led ideas on Chicago’s South and 
West Sides.

Media Coverage
“...benefits will include recycling an estimated 
85,000 tons of food and waste, reducing as 
much as 42,500 tons of carbon dioxide. ‘That’s 
the equivalent of taking 9,182 passenger vehicles 
off the road per year.’” 

Pritzker unveils urban farm, renewable energy 
site coming to Chicago 

FarmWeekNow.com - August 2020

“...an example of working toward environmental 
justice in a low-income area that sustained a 
disproportionate impact from decades of disin-
vestment and industrial pollution.”

Chicago anaerobic digester, urban farm project 
secures final funding for $32M campus

WasteDive - August 2020

As seen in:
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Take Notice of 
Green Era

Want to feature Green Era in your publication? 
We’d love to talk to you about our work! 

https://www.climatechallengecup.com
http://2020 Chicago Prize 
https://www.farmweeknow.com/policy/state/pritzker-unveils-urban-farm-renewable-energy-site-coming-to-chicago/article_f106812c-d8d6-11ea-a8ee-cfc95ce029fe.html
https://www.farmweeknow.com/policy/state/pritzker-unveils-urban-farm-renewable-energy-site-coming-to-chicago/article_f106812c-d8d6-11ea-a8ee-cfc95ce029fe.html
https://www.wastedive.com/news/chicago-green-era-urban-farm-anaerobic-digester/583764/
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