
A critical moment in history. A new era of sustainability. 
An impact that starts in Chicago and spans across the 
country. Welcome to the Green Era. 

Imagine  
a new  
Green Era
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Everyone deserves a healthy, sustainable, and thriving environment to live in, but communities of 
color are disproportionately affected by climate change, unemployment, and negative health out-
comes. Urban Growers Collective is a Black- and women-led nonprofit that grows food to cultivate 
nourishing environments which support health, economic development, healing, and creativity. In 
partnership with multiple entities, we are transforming 9 acres of brownfield in the Auburn Gresham 
neighborhood into a vibrant hub for green energy and jobs, fresh produce, small business incubation, 
educational programming, and community green space. 

The only community-based energy project of 
its kind, the Green Era Campus will uplift the 
South Side of Chicago as a blueprint for the 
nation in developing a green economy and a 
sustainable future for all.

  

Green 
Era is… 
Innovation
Foundational to our vision of the Green Era 
Campus is the Midwest’s first closed-loop system 
of food waste to food production using anaerobic 
digestion, which will divert millions of pounds of 
food waste from landfills to produce renewable 
energy and nutrient-rich compost. Alongside this 
innovative technology is an urban farm and plenty 
of space for community-driven programming—
combining a potent technology with our proven 
strategies in food access and community 
engagement.
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Simeon Career Academy CTE Architecture students and UGC 
farmers participated in design charrettes led by Taylor Staten and 
Jerome Thymes to develop the Green Era Campus plans.



… Create more than 300 new jobs for local residents and   
 formerly incarcerated individuals—272 through the    
 construction process and 30+ permanent positions

… Divert millions of pounds of food waste per month from  
 landfills and offset 42,500 tons of carbon dioxide    
 through the Anaerobic Digester Facility and     
 Commercial Compost Building 

… Grow 125+ varieties of culturally relevant fruits,     
 vegetables, herbs, and plants per year in the            
 Greenhouse and Urban Farm

… Increase food accessibility for 2,000 people per year at   
 the Retail Store and Nursery 

… Provide 500 people per year with educational and    
 life-enriching opportunities in the Community     
 Education Center

… Host 1-3 community events per week in the Event Plaza

… Build half acre of outdoor community space     
 through the Edible Forest and Walking Trail

Green Era is… 
Transformation
The Green Era Campus is a crucial investment in comprehensive solutions to address 
complex issues. Each component of the Green Era Campus will breathe new life into 
Chicago’s highest-need communities:
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Thanks to the generosity of our seed funders, 
we have already raised $34 Million for Phase 
1 of the Green Era Campus—the anaerobic 
digester. With $11 Million in additional funding, 
we can complete Phase 2— the urban farm and 
community programming space. Your support 
will help us unlock an additional $2 million in 
matching funds from the 2020 Chicago Prize, 
build our Green Era Campus, and lead Chicago 
into its future.

Phase 1: Anaerobic 
digester 
(in progress: to be completed by Spring 2022)

$34 Million - fully funded

Anaerobic Digester Facility: includes 1.7 million-
gallon processing tank, a 320,000-gallon holding 
tank, and a 5,000 sq. ft. structure for methane 
processing

Phase 2: Community 
program space 

(to be completed by Spring 2023)

$11 Million - seeking funding

Community Education Center: 35,950 sq. ft. 
of classrooms, a teaching kitchen, offices, and 
meeting spaces for Urban Growers Collective 
programs - $7 million

Event Plaza: 8,525 sq. ft. of space to convene and 
build community with additional outdoor pavers 
for streetside events - $500,000

Retail Store and Nursery: 20,000 sq. ft. of 
community garden center and market for selling 
affordable fresh produce - $500,000

Edible Forest and Walking Trail: 18,200 sq. ft. 
outdoor community green space including an 
open-air amphitheater for performances and 
co-creating art and productive landscaping 
for recreation, education, and the creation of a 
thriving urban ecosystem - $1.5 million

Greenhouse: a state-of-the-art, high-tech 
greenhouse for controlled environment growing 
and training and employment of new BIPOC 
farmers - $1 million

Commercial Compost Building: 5,400 sq. ft. pick-
up and storage building for commercial compost 
- $250,000

Urban Farm: 7 acres of remediated land for green 
space to grow food - $100,00

Site improvements: $50,000

Green Era is… 
Collaboration
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To learn more and get involved, contact: 

Erika Allen 
CEO Operations and Strategic Development 
erika@urbangrowerscollective.org

Laurell Sims
CEO Finance and Food Access 
laurell@urbangrowerscollective.org

To find out more about recycling your organic waste with Green Era, 
please contact us at feedstock@greenerachicago.com

Together, we can build a Green 
Era to transform Chicago—for the 
environment, for equity, for all. 

   @greenerachicago 

  @greenerachicago

     @greenerachicago

Learn more: 
greenerachicago.com

http://greenerachicago.com

