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Dates & Events to Note 

• Big Day Out – Monday 6th

December

• Rooms 1-3 Big Day IN – Monday 

6th December

• Gift Giving – Tuesday 7th December

• Farewell Staff Assembly –

Thursday 9th December

• Water Fight, 2pm – Thursday 9th

December

• Teacher Only Day – Friday 10th

December

Dear Springbank Family

Bust out the advent calendars, because Christmas is just around the corner! Preschool have already been celebrating and spreading their Christmas cheer by blasting out jolly
tunes for all to enjoy (or endure for those grinches out there!). For me, their tunes are a reminder that we are close to the end of the school year as we try to squeeze in a whole
heap of last-minute fun days out, prize givings, assemblies, and farewells.

Our students continue to inspire me, as they keep engagement high, work hard, and make the most out of their schooling experience right up to the final bell. We also get to have
a lot of fun at this time of year, so it has been wonderful for me to share in some of these experiences – notably zooming around in a jet-ski attempting to fling students off ski
biscuits. It is a tough job, but somebody has to do it.

It is a time of celebration and a time of reflection. 2021 has thrown down the gauntlet, but the Springbank community has met the challenge with resilience, optimism, zest, and
togetherness. Our staff and students have managed to pack a heck of a lot into this year, excelling across a range of academic, sporting, and cultural pursuits, and still being able
to enjoy many of the camps and outdoor experiences that we have ingrained into our school’s curriculum. We have challenged ourselves to grow as humans, and together, we
have had fun and fulfilment in the process.

I am grateful for being part of this strong school community, and I thank all staff, students, and parents for all that you have contributed to Springbank over the course of 2021.
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Springbank Market Day at The Old Packhouse Market
Our original Springbank School Market Day wasn’t able to take place this year. However, Ms Chapman and The Old Packhouse Market came to the rescue! A group of 20

Springbank stalls set up at the market on Kerikeri Road on Sunday 21st November and sold their products to the community.

It was a great opportunity for our students to interact with the wider Kerikeri community and showcase their fantastic products. The original and innovative product ideas our

students continue to develop each year are superb. Some stalls included handcrafted glass coasters and trays, handmade cards, t-shirts, planter boxes, bath bombs, wooden

chopping boards, and framed photographs.

It was a busy day with lots of foot traffic around the market, and it was lovely to see so many Springbank teachers and families coming along to support their friends. There

were some excellent sales pitches happening throughout the morning and a lot of positive feedback from the regular stall holders, saying how impressed they were with the

Springbank students and their wares.

Well done to all our students who came to sell their products, and a big thank you to your parents for their support. Finally, thank you to Ms Chapman for helping organise this

mini Springbank School Market Day.
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2021 Market Day Award Winners

Junior School Awards

Junior School Most Innovative Product: Scarlett Greener & Andrianna
Willoughby – Super Succulents

Junior School Best Stall Presentation: Peyton Manning – Blissful Bathing

Junior School Marketing Award: Peyton Manning – Blissful Bathing

Middle School Awards

Middle School Most Innovative Product: Cerys Crombie – CC Glass Creations

Middle School Best Stall Presentation: Alana Kell & Lilly Hulse – Ocean’s Gift

Middle School Marketing Award: Clay Blakeman & Ronan Leung – Just 
Plants
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The Friends of Springbank Fireworks Extravaganza raffle went

ahead this year, despite the big event having to be cancelled. Our

students and families were given a book of raffles each to sell and

a healthy total of just over $4,200 was raised this year. All money

raised goes to the Friends of Springbank Trust, who in turn will

use this money to fund and support student trips, events and

initiatives across 2022.

Congratulations to Room 2, who were the first class to return all

their raffle books to the office. They received a delicious pizza

lunch as recognition for their speedy work. Congratulations also

to Macy & Perry Lynn from Year 3 and Headstart respectively,

along with Warren and Grace Cadogan, Years 8 & 9 respectively

who sold the most tickets for their year levels.

We would like to once again thank our valued sponsors who

donated a wonderful array of prizes from hampers, helicopter

rides, beauty packs, to delicious coffee vouchers.

The Friends of Springbank committee held their last meeting of the year on November 24th and all agreed that, despite not being able to host the Fireworks Extravaganza this

year, 2021 was a successful year with lots of fantastic sponsorship and support going out to the students. Events and initiatives supported by the Friends of Springbank this year

include:

- Leadership Day - Volleyball Competition Entry Fees - Lit Quiz

- MUNA - Senior Ball Donation - Blake Inspire Donation

- Cooking for Teens (Life Skills Programme) - Defensive Driving Course (Life Skills for Teens) - Endometriosis Talk

- School Production Catering - Coffee Squad Training - Nano Girl Visit

- Jump Jam Resources - Preschool End of Year Carnival
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Tennis
We would like to give a huge congratulations to Nelson Freeman, Year 4, who recently

attended the Northland Primary Schools Tennis Tournament over the weekend in

Whangarei.

Nelson is an outstanding tennis player and heads into every game with great

determination and spirit. He is really passionate about the game and this clearly shows

with his winning shots on the court.

Nelson was playing against students that are older than him, but this didn’t deter Nelson

from taking out the competition and retaining his title as overall winner for the Boys

Northland Primary Schools Tennis.

Nelson was joined in the competition by Anika Beren, Year 6, who showed great courage

and determination amongst a very competitive group.

It’s really exciting to see the interest of tennis to continue to grow amongst our students

at school and we can’t wait to see what the 2022 season brings.
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Summer 7s Hockey
On Tuesday 23rd November, at the Kaikohe hockey turf, the Summer 7s competition saw both Springbank School teams come head-to-head. It was the Springbank Strikers

versus the Springbank Defenders!

Conditions were perfect with a warm evening and stunning sunset closing over the turf. An enthusiastic group of Springbank spectators lined up along the fence and the players

were ready to battle it out for the top spot, in the most important game, in the best sport in the world!

Players from Years 7 to 13 and Mr Warren hit the turf with speed, and it was an action-packed game from the first whistle. The Springbank Defenders got first points on the

board, with Mr Warren slotting in the first two goals, followed by a great strike by Sean Heath before rounding out their final score at four goals.

The Springbank Strikers weren’t going down without fight and displayed great skill, firing the ball around the turf to strike back, smashing in four goals themselves: two by

Hunter Blakeman, and one apiece by Portia Blakeman and Ruben Kistemaker.

It was an exciting game with some huge hits, strong defence, and strong support in goal as both teams battled it out for the win. As the final whistle blew with a four-all draw, the

players cheered and congratulated each other for a fantastic game.

The team spirit, friendship, enthusiasm, and even a bit of cheeky banter, was clear to see, and feedback from the cheering supporters was, “That was the best game ever”, “That

was awesome”, and “How much fun was that?!”

Congratulations to all the players who have taken part in the Summer 7s competition. Your energy and excitement for the game is fantastic!
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Student’s Voice

Aloha Ball 
Our Springbank Volleyball Club has just finished up the year with an Aloha Ball

volleyball party. The Tuesday & Thursday volleyball club has been a huge success

this year with a gym-full of students showing up every time to develop their

volleyball and teamwork skills. We started this year with a bang with three

different successes in regional tournaments. Our mixed senior teams both played

admirably at the Senior Mixed Volleyball Cup and one of the teams called the

‘Jalapeños’ even beat Kerikeri High School’s A Team. At the Senior Boys Volleyball

Cup our boys’ team placed second, and at the Senior Girls Cup our girls’ team

placed FIRST! I am so proud of what we accomplished, considering this was

Springbank’s first year ever to compete in a volleyball tournament.

At volleyball club, younger or less experienced players get to develop their skills

by playing with our senior more experienced players. We owe a lot to our Year

13s for our big wins at the start of the year, and so Aloha Ball was the perfect way

to thank them and send them off.

Thank you to Mr. Epley for all of the organisation and transport for the

tournaments and the club. Thank you to all the seniors who helped to lead.

Lastly, thank you to Friends of Springbank for funding us so we could go to the

tournaments and have these amazing experiences.

Ellie Epley, Year 12
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Art Room 

The Year 9 art class have been learning about the design process, using concept and development drawings to develop ideas for their own surfboard painting. The surfboard

had be personal and reflect something about them. Here are just a few of the beautiful examples shared from Mrs Hulse.
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Regional Science Fair 2021
After our successful Science Fair at school in August, 26 students moved onto the Regional Science Fair which was to be held at the Turner Centre. Unfortunately, due to Covid

restrictions, the Regional Science Fair which is usually open to the public and where each student can speak with the judges about their projects, was unable to go ahead. Each

submitted science project was judged behind closed doors for 2021.

We are thrilled to share with you all, that 14 students from Springbank School received an award. This is an outstanding representation from our school and shows the great

science knowledge and ability that our students in Years 7 to 10 possess.

Congratulations to the following students on their 2021 Regional Science Fair success:
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To round off the end of Week 7 for Term 4, our Senior School Dinner for our Year 11-13 students was held on Thursday 25th November at the Kerikeri Cruising Club in Doves

Bay. The Senior Dinner is a wonderful evening out to celebrate the successes of our senior students, acknowledge their hard work over the school year, and to thank them for

their service and leadership towards their fellow peers and school.

This year, the Senior Dinner was of special significance as it was the last dinner in which Mr Haydock would be there as the Year 13 Form teacher, before he moves to

Wellington. Jack Hittle and Malindi Reihana-Ruka our 2021 Head Boy and Head Girl, also hit a noteworthy mention of being our longest students at Springbank, starting at the

Preschool when it first opened back in 2007. It means they have been at school longer than Mr Warren, who joined the school one year later in 2008!

Congratulations to all our Year 11-13 students for a successful year. We look forward to seeing you all back for the Water Fight on the last day of school and wish you all a very

happy and relaxed holiday break.
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Leading on from the introduction of the Springbank

School latitude jackets, polar fleeces, navy t-shirts and

summer hats available to purchase, we would like to

showcase some newly designed house t-shirts that will

be available to buy for the beginning of 2022.

Shannon Fagan (a Springbank parent) has helped

create some t-shirts for our house groups, the

Dolphins, Orcas, Sharks, and Stingrays.

The t-shirts are 100% cotton and will be available in

kids sizes 2 – 16 and also in XS to 3XL. The t-shirts will

be available to buy for $25.00 each.

Initial interest and pre-orders can be logged at the

school office or by emailing

angela.warren@springbank.school.nz and further 

details will be sent out with payment information.

Our latitude jackets and polar fleeces will be available

to order towards the end of Term One 2022, as the

weather gets cooler moving into the winter months.
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Headstart Report
We have been learning about and sharing an interest in dinosaurs this term and held our very own Dino Day mid-month. Our friends came dressed up in dinosaur costumes,

we read books about dinosaurs, ate dino food, and even measured how long a T-Rex would be. It was super cool to find out, that if we lined up all our bodies together, we were

bigger than a T-Rex! We have been enjoying our weekly trips to Little Dippers for swimming lessons and even turned our Wendy House into a beauty salon for some well

deserved pampering and relaxing. There are only a couple more weeks of our Headstart term to go, before we break into summer holidays and two big highlights everyone is

looking forward to seeing Santa at the annual Gift Giving and of course the big water fight on the field.
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Thoughts for the Week 2021:

Term 4, Week 4:

“When ‘I’ is replaced by ‘we’, even illness
becomes wellness.”

Courtesy of Year 9B

Term 4, Week 5:

“Surround yourself only with people who are
going to lift you higher.”

- Oprah Winfrey

- Courtesy of Year 9A

Term 4, Week 6:

“Surround yourself with people who bring out
the best in you.”

- Courtesy of Year 8

Term 4, Week 7:

“Just one small positive thought in the
morning can change your whole day.”

- Dalai Llama

- Courtesy of Year 7

Preschool Update

That’s a wrap for November! Look out for our final December newsletter, which will highlight our last couple of weeks’

activities – there are plenty!

Kind regards,

Mike Warren, Principal

"Free play is the means by which children learn to make friends, overcome their fears, solve their own problems, and generally take

control of their own lives. It is also the primary means by which children practice and acquire the physical and intellectual skills

that are essential for success in the culture in which they are growing." Peter Gray

We are having SO much fun at Preschool and have brought Christmas to our playground early. You may have heard us blasting

out Christmas carols and having a jolly old time. We have put up our Christmas tree, making decorations, baking cookies, and

even turning Mal into Santa! We are loving the warm weather and taking every opportunity to get outside and spread some

festive fun and joy!
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