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“As we 
look at 
this year, 
I want to 
challenge 
us to allow 
the Holy 
Spirit to 
renovate 
our hearts, 
minds, and 
souls.”

For me, January is always a time to stop and reflect. To 
think about the year that just passed. To reflect on the year 
that is coming. Whether you’re someone who practices 
New Years resolutions, sets goals, rushes to the gym, or 
says skip it altogether, January is a time for new things. I 
want to propose that this year, we make a resolution as 
a church. To be the most unified, Gospel-proclaiming 
church that we can be. When we look at the world around 
us, we are swarmed with voices. We are constantly told 
who to believe and what to believe and who is wrong for 
believing the opposite. Tensions are high in the world. It’s 
constantly a battle of “us vs. them.”

As we look at this year, I want to challenge us to allow the 
Holy Spirit to renovate our hearts, minds, and souls. Jesus 
was clear throughout His life that true life is given from the 
Father. He shared a message that unified the early church 
to see disciples made across the known world. What 
would really happen if we decided as a church to keep the 
main thing the main thing? To tune out the noise and allow 
the master renovator to develop hearts of true unity and 
peace? To learn how to have healthy conflict and to walk 
away knowing that we are known and loved? What would 
it look like if we contended for unity through the Gospel 
above all other pursuits? We are at the precipice of a holy 
moment. My challenge for you as a follower of Christ is to 
evaluate who you are in the body and hold that image up 
against the image of Christ. Then invite God to chisel away 
the parts that don’t look like Him. My prayer is that 2023 
will be a year of deep change, heart work, and above all that 
we will see unity in the body in ways we have never seen it 
before! Will you join me in that prayer and that challenge?

- Pastor Kenneth

JANUARY
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Upcoming Events

FEBRUARY
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Engage At Home

 
Resilient: Restoring Your Weary 
Soul in These Turbulent Times

by John Eldredge

The BibleProject Podcast
with Tim and Jon

Mindful Conversations: 
A Podcast on Personal Wellness

with Matt and Rob

BOOKS PODCASTS

PLAYLIST

God, we thank you for the ever-present opportunity to come before you. 
You not only invite us to confer with you on an intimate level, you expect 
that we bring all things, good and bad, before your throne. In the world 
and time we live in, we bring our desire for unity before you. We ask for 
unity with You, unity within the Church, unity within gracespring, and a 
greater unity in the world as people come to know you. Lord, please soften 
our hearts for those we disagree with, protect us from being foolish in our 
judgment (Romans 14:12-14). Please help us to do all things in a spirit of love 
as we work to be unified with You and Your purposes for Your Kingdom. 
Help us to remember:

“You are my Lord; I have nothing good besides you… You reveal the path of life to 
me; in your presence is abundant joy; at your right hand are eternal pleasures.” 
Psalm 16:2, 11

Thank you, God, for being everything we need. Thank You for the direction 
and reminders You offer us in Your word. We love you. Amen.

prayer for unity

FOR UNITY

     -  gsYouth The Gathering
1   -  Seasoned Sisters  
2  -  gsYouth Parent Mission
         Trip Info Meeting
3  -  gsWomen’s The Well

2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28

1

1

2 3

654

2

31

 
Gentle and Lowly: The Heart of 

Christ for Sinners and Sufferers
by Dane Ortlund

30 31

Follow us on Instagram
at  gracespringchurch for 

encouragement and updates

For details about these opportunities head to
gracespringchurch.org/gsevents

prayer for unity

4  -  First Step Class 
5  -  gsWomen’s New
         Beginnings Welcome     
         Gathering 
6  -  gsMen’s Breakfast

     -  gsYouth The Gathering
1   -  Thursday Women’s Bible  
          Study Starts  
2  -  Parent Lab
3  -  gsWomen’s The Well
4  -  Monday Women’s Bible 
         Study Starts 

4

5  -  Seasoned Sisters
6   -  Jump Start Your Health
          Kicks Off  
7  -  gsWomen’s The Well
8  -  CORE Team Training
9  -  gsWomen’s Movie Night 
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10  -  gsMen’s Breakfast 



Engage At gracespring Engage In Community

Right Now Media is a virtual library of over 20,000 video Bible studies, 

devotionals, and resources. This is available to you for free, and we would 

love for you to use this tool to continue to resource your families and 

communities well! The breadth of topics is wide, and the videos and 

shows that are available for youth and kids are robust, safe, and Biblical. 

This content can be accessed via your computer, tablet, phone, or smart 

TV/streaming device.

Our first Parent Lab will partner with our gsSHINE ministry and focus on “parenting 
kids who need “extra” (grace,  support, intervention, medical care, behavioral support, 
etc). We encourage ANY adult who interacts with a child who needs “extra” to 
participate in this Parent Lab. You can expect to learn about commonalities among 
families of kids who need “extra”, can’t vs won’t, how to determine your child’s skill 
level and motivation, tips and tricks for minimizing meltdowns no matter the cause, 
how to create a home environment where both parents and kids can thrive, how to 
help extended family and friends understand your child’s needs, and support options 
within gracespring. You will also receive a FREE copy of the book The New Strong-
Willed Child by James Dobson. Our prayer is that you will leave this Parent Lab feeling 
encouraged and empowered!

Join us at gracespring on this nine 
week journey as we complete a 
couch to 5k.  We will embrace 
the cold weather, engage in God’s 
word, and get our bodies moving. 
No running required. Starts on 
February 12th. More details and 
sign-up coming soon. 

We believe that spiritual growth 
doesn’t happen by accident. This is 
one of the reasons that we work to 
provide opportunities to train and 
equip the gracespring CORE Team 
(in other words, everyone who serves 
anywhere at gracespring). For this 
next training, we will be looking at 
the cultural impact of active listening 
and providing care as shepherds. We 
hope you will join us for this awesome 
equipping opportunity!

A Parent Lab 
is designed 
to Biblically 
encourage 
and train, 
on a specific 
topic, those 
who interact 
with children. 

If you’re already signed up…
Take advantage of the channels on our page that 

have been created for each of our sermon series, 

including our new January series, CORINTH: 

Contend for Unity. These channels put all of the 

resources shared in our Growth Guide (and more) 

in one spot for easy access and perusal.

If you’re not signed up yet…
We would love for you take advantage

of this free resource! Use the QR code

or visit this link to become a member:

https://app.rightnowmedia.org/join/gracespring

There is a button at the top of 
the page that says ’Send Invite’. 
We want you to send those 
invites! Friends, family, believers, 
nonbelievers, share this library 
of safe and Biblical resources 
with those around you.

Don’t Forget! Don’t Forget! 

Starting in January 2023, we hope to offer a once per 
month Serving Together opportunity. See below for 
more about what we have planned for January and 

February plus some additional opportunities. 

Contact ginger.tiffany@gracespringchurch.org or anita.ollila@gracespringchurch.org 
with questions or your desire to be part of a group who is going/serving together.

Serving TogetherServing Together

Saturday, January 7th, starting at 10:00 am: Sheldon 
Rhodes with Jest Kidding and Goliath’s spear needs help 
to take down and store the life size Nativity which is up in 

front of his office in Nashville (MI!). It will require physical effort and 
would be for teens and older. He said with a good size crew it can 
come down and be stored in 45 minutes. There will be a sign up sheet 
for those that want to help.
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Thursday January 19th by mid morning: Alternatives 
needs about 40 volunteers to get marking and numbering 
completed at Calvary Bible Church in preparation for the 

Steven Curtis Chapman concert on the 20th. Contact Lexie Belcher 
at www.alternativescc.org/contact.html to sign up. 

Thursday, February 23rd at 11:45 AM or 7:00 
PM:  Choose one of two opportunities to learn about 
the ministries  at Alongside as well as take a tour of 

the facilities. RSVP by calling 269.447.2100 or emailing info@
alongsidecares.net with your name and the number attending. 
Gather up a few friends and learn plus encourage those who serve 
at Alongside.

New Way Thrift store: Kalamazoo Youth for Christ New Way Thrift 
Store needs help with sorting, pricing and stocking items throughout 
the year. Pick a day or contact Ginger or Anita about your interest to 
go with a group from gracespring. For more information check out the 
website at www.newwaythrift.org

Helping Fuel WMU Athletes Before Bible Study at the Darlings: Do 
you enjoy preparing a meal or dessert? Would your family or connect 
group like to bring by some food and meet some athletes? This might be 
a fun way to serve! Currently the Darlings feed ten soccer girls Monday 
night and 15 basketball girls and football kids on Thursday night. They 
also provide dessert on Tuesday nights for about 8 football players. 
Contact Debbie Darling at 269.599.4800 if you want to be a part of 
serving these Fellowship of Christian Athlete college students.

More Ways to Serve
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