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Dear gracespring family,

What I love about this local congregation is the generosity of our people. This 
shows itself in so many different ways: in the way we serve; in our availability to 
meet needs when they arise; in the exercise of our giftings and experiences for 
the common good; and in our financial support for this local church body and 
area ministries as well.

Our U.S. currency has a statement “In God We Trust” that started in 1956. Yet 
when it often comes to the subject of TRUST, it is ironic because our trust in 
America is in anything but God.  If one looks at their money as truly belonging 
to God, living in alignment with how our Lord told us how to be managers of it is 
counter-cultural. So we desire the series, The Gift of Generosity, to be a guilt-free 
conversation with the hope that the message rings clear: God wants something 
FOR you more than FROM you. This series will coincide with our The Community 
Table initiative, helping direct our generosity as a local church in ways that will 
impact the community that God has placed us in. Let’s see how the Lord moves 
hearts to meet the grocery needs for the holiday season. If you have needs in 
this way, PLEASE do not hesitate to reach out to our Response Care Center 
(269.629.0324), and they will make sure you receive a bundle.

This series will be followed by our Advent series where we will study the 
incarnation of Jesus Christ, God who became man, investigating the four roles 
Jesus played: Prophet, Priest, King, and Savior, all helping us see the wonder 
of Christmas.  We don’t always do an Advent series, but this year we desire to 
exercise this Church tradition, concluding with our Christmas Eve services 
at 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. Please note that we will be having one service on 
Christmas morning at 10:00 a.m. for a meaningful time with our family to gather 
for those who so desire.

Let’s continue to be a people functioning from the priority of our love for Jesus.

In His Grip,
Pastor Bryan
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Engage at Home

Resource & Gift Guide

Father, as  we move toward the end of this year, we pray that our spirits 
would be renewed in our pursuit of you. That we would not flag as 
we look ahead, but that our sight would be sharpened in light of what 
you have for us. God, we thank you for what you have brought us 
into and through, knowing your ways are above our ways, believing 
wholeheartedly in your goodness. You are matchless in both your 
grace and your justice, and we offer you control of the ‘what ifs’ 
and the ‘what’s next?’ as we move into this season of thankfulness 
and celebration. Lord, please prepare our hearts over the weeks to 
come, that we would be inclined to share the Gospel with family and 
friends as we look ahead to Christmas, to the birth of your Son. Help 
us to remember the true meaning of why we celebrate, to be in your 
purpose and aligned with your vision as we near the end of this year. 
Thank you for your faithfulness.

Prayer for Looking Ahead

     -  Divorce Care
     -  The Gathering
     -  Grief Share
1   -  Election Day
2  -  Veterans Day
3  -  High School Fall Retreat
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     -  Divorce Care
     -  The Gathering  
     -  Grief Share
1   -  gsMen’s Breakfast

2 3

1

4   -  gsMen’s Breakfast
5   -  The Community 
          Table Ends
6   -  Child Dedication
7   -  gsWomen’s The Well
8   -  Thanksgiving

4

2   -  gsKidz Holly Jolly
          Jamboree
3   -  Christmas Eve Service
4   -  Christmas Day Service

For details about these opportunities head to
gracespringchurch.org/events

Check out our gracespring Resource 
and Gift Guide for ideas for you and 
your family this holiday season.
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Engage at gracespring Engage in Community

Ways to Pray and ServeUPCOMING EVENTS

KALAMAZOO GOSPEL MINISTRIES
KGM offers radical hospitality in Jesus’ name to people who 
are dealing with hunger, homelessness, abuse, addiction, and 
anyone in need. Check out their volunteer opportunities to see 
how you can be a part of this amazing local ministry. 

OPEN DOORS PRAYER APP
Beyond remembering to pray on November 6th (International 
Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church), consider praying year 
around using the Open Doors Prayer App. Through the app, you 
will receive regular, specific prayer requests submitted by Christian 
leaders, field staff and partners living out their faith in the world’s 
most difficult places.

RESPONSE CARE CENTER FOOD PANTRY

REACH THE FORGOTTEN JAIL MINISTRY

Pray Serve Serve 

Pray ServeServe  
JOIN US FOR THE SEASON OF

For families in need to be 
made aware of the food 
pantry

For the food pantry to 
be FULL of the needed 
resources

For the love of Christ to 
be shown through the 
food pantry

Donate non-perishable and 
non-expired canned goods 
(collection found at the front 
desk inside the circle drive 
doors)

Offer a monetary gift to the 
Response Care Food Pantry

Volunteer at the food pantry 
(contact the Response Care 
Center at 269.629.0324)

Write a postcard to
an inmate

Work with recently 
released inmates

Volunteer to go into the 
jail to work with inmates

For inmates to be open 
to hearing about Christ

For the chaplains and 
volunteers to know how 
to love inmates and their 
families well

For the redemption and 
restoration of inmates 
through Jesus Christ

40 YEARS LATER

The day this newsletter is being put into the hands of gracespringers is 40 
years to the day from when the land was dedicated as the ‘Future Site of 
the Richland Bible Church’. In February of 1983 groups of people began 
having prayer meetings in homes as they prayed over establishing an 
independent Bible church in the Richland area, and by November of that 
same year they were able to dedicate a plot of land as the future site of the 
church. They sang a hymn, prayed over the land, and finished with The 
Doxology. An article written on the dedication says “How good the Lord 
has been in providing this choice piece of land…”; and how good the Lord 
has been throughout the past 40 years!

Will you join us in thanking God for His faithfulness and kindness to bring us 
this church family? 

gsStories
“The SHINE Ministry has helped us 
tremendously. My husband and I are able 
to sit and get fed from the word of God. 
We’re able to sing, we’re able to take a 
moment--because of the SHINE Ministry. 
And I will be forever grateful for that.” 
-Becky Pearce

Use the QR code to hear more about how 
God is working to meet families through 
the gsSHINE Ministry.

If you’re interested in getting involved, 
email shine@gracespringchurch.org.


