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A LETTER FROM OUR PASTOR

Dear Church Family,

When you read through the Bible, God instilled certain rhythms in the calendar of 
His people to make sure that they function at a healthy pace.  To honor this practice, 
the leadership of gracespring Bible Church incorporated a personnel policy that 
the Lead Pastor take a three-month sabbatical every seven years for a time of 
refreshment, marital enrichment, and inspiration.  Since entering vocational 
ministry in 1998, I have never taken a sabbatical.  Quite honestly with the ministry 
demands, the weight of decisions made and how those impact so many, taking on 
difficult ministry assignments through the years, then adding Covid-19 to the mix, 
I have been functioning in an intellectually and emotionally exhausted state for 
some time now.  Conversations related to ministry strategy and possibility that once 
excited me now take a heavy toll.  Our Elders understand that there is never a 
perfect time for a pastor to take a sabbatical, but have determined since Tammy 
and I have been here for seven and a half years, “Now is the time”.  This comes as 
refreshing news!

I will be taking a sabbatical this summer to meet the purposes of the 3-month
...continued on inside  
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Dark Clouds, Deep Mercy

Mark Vroegop

Emotionally Healthy Discipleship
Peter Scazzero

The Ruthless Elimination of Hurry
John Mark Comer

The Biggest Story BIBLE Storybook
Kevin DeYong & Don Clark

The Next Right Thing

Spirited Formation
a gsPodcast available June 5th 

Dream Big

BOOKS PODCASTS

Heavenly Father, 

Every good and perfect thing comes from you. My heart, mind, and 
soul were knit together by you, and you know my thoughts, dreams, 
and motives. May my desires be what you desire. May my longings 
be for your Kingdom on this earth. May I see my neighbor, my family, 
and myself as you do. Help me to step into your unforced rhythms of 
grace and peace and compassion. I commit my steps to you. 

Amen 

prayers for your home

Have you signed up for Right Now Media? This FREE resource
is available to you through Fellowship1Go with gracespring! 

Check out books, videos, and teachings for you, 
your small group, and your family! 

Contact Julie Johns at  julie.johns@gracespringchurch.org with questions. 

1   -The Gathering
1   - Mother’s Day
5  - Sunday School on Ephesians
2  - Virtual Guatemala Trip  
3  - Senders U
4  - The Well
5  - Refit Fundraiser for Ukraine
6  - Memorial Day
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1   - The Gathering 
1   - Budget Approval
2  - Start of The Summer of Intentionality  
3  - The Well
4  - Father's Day
5  - Middle School Chicago Missions Trip
6  - gsKIDZ Richland Parade Float
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How (NOT) to Read the Bible
Dan Kimball
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Engage At gracespring Engage In Community

gsSTORIES UPCOMING EVENTS

Join us at Alongside for our Spring Spa Day 
Saturday May 14th.
We like to pamper our campus at Alongside each spring to showcase the beauty of God’s 
creation for our guests.We could never do this without all of you! We regularly hear 
comments from our guests on how our beautiful and peaceful campus plays a role in 
their healing process. We are hoping that you would be willing to give us a hand with the 
physical needs around our campus so that we can continue to provide that restful atmo-
sphere. We plan to start at 8:30 AM and end with a super yummy lunch at 1:30 PM.

Register for the Kalamazoo Youth For Christ 
Tee It Up For Kids Golf Outing Monday June 13.
A fun way to support the ministry of Youth For Christ with a full day of golf! 
Hosted at the Moors Golf Club. We will have a shotgun start at 10am.  It will be a four 
person, 18-hole scramble format.
Registration closes  MAY 31st. 

Alternatives, Kalamazoo Walk For Life 
Saturday June 18th.
The Walk for Life will be from 8:30 am - 11:00 am. Keep an eye out for more 
information coming soon! 

We are so excited about the summer season at gracespring. 
With vacations, a break from school, and the beautiful 
outdoors beckoning, we want to encourage you to enter into 
a season of intentionality. Intentionality with your family, 
intentionality with your neighbors, and intentionality with God. 
We are always looking for opportunities to help you take 
a step closer to Jesus and we want to reflect that in the 
resources that we provide to our body. On June 5th, we are 
launching our new summer podcast - “Spirited Formation”. 
This podcast will be a weekly conversation with gracespringers 
and friends of gracespringers to delve into the practical and 
important rhythms of being more intentional in our lives. Our 
hope is that this resource will meet you where you are and 
encourage your heart, mind, and soul as we all step closer to 
Jesus together. We hope you’ll join us!

SET A REMINDER 
FOR JUNE 5TH
TO START 
LISTENING TO 
'SPIRITED 
FORMATION'!

A BRAND NEW RESOURCE 

Don’t Miss these 
Opportunities! 

The third-largest city in the U.S., 
Chicago is full of need. Through our 
local partnerships, students will learn 
how the church is helping alleviate 
poverty in Chicagoland 
neighborhoods. We will be serving in 
local ministries in different areas in 
Chicago. Please join us praying for 
the hearts of the people we will be 
ministering to, unity amongst 
our team, and for boldness to 
proclaim the Gospel!

Gather together with other women to 
grow in relationship with Him at The 
Well, where everyday soil becomes 
holy ground. Starting in May, we will 
have a monthly gathering for women 
where we will talk, laugh, share 
stories, dig into tough topics, and drink 
deeply of the Living Water. The heart 
of The Well is to both know Jesus more 
personally and to forge lasting 
friendships with sisters in Christ. 
We’ll meet you there.
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sabbatical.  I look forward personally, and Tammy and I look forward collectively, 
to enter the Fall of 2023 with the kind of vigor I know is in me, helping to lead us 
to the places God has in store for this next season at gracespring Bible Church.   

Be encouraged that we have a leadership team committed to the long-term health 
of its Lead Pastor so as to avert the kind of tragic stories that fill the news of pastors 
who burn out.  Tammy and I covet your prayers and encourage you to continue to 
be a vibrant part of this ‘Summer of Intentionality’.

In His Grip,  Pastor Bryan Tema


