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Brooke Ramer 

What was your favorite memory?
When we all went to help the community at Salvation Army. 

What new values or priorities are you bringing home with you?
Trying to do a devotional every morning and it helps me come closer with God. 

What's one word that describes the trip for you and why?
In one word I would describe the trip as great because we got to help serve the community.
We also all got to know each other better and come closer with God.  

Millennium Walker

What one person impacted you the most and how?
Ryan because he was a very passionate person about what he was doing.

What was your favorite memory?
The van rides with everyone

 
 

Ryan Cathcart

What was your favorite memory?
My favorite memory from the trip was making boxes at the salvation army. We were able to
turn a task that could be considered boring and make fun games out of it.

How did you see God at work in the community that you were serving?
I saw God work in the area we went to through the ministries we served at. They were so
passionate about what they did.

What has been the most difficult thing about coming home?
The hardest part of coming home for me was getting back into a routine. On the trip, we
worked almost all day to help people.   



Elmhurst, IL

Allison Ramer 

What was your favorite memory?
The missions race because I got to explore Chicago and learned about other people's stories. 

What did God enable you to do that you didn't think you could do?
God enabled me to do the street ministry, I had never done anything like it before. It was a very
cool experience.

What's the biggest difference between home and Chicago/Kansas City?
There was a set schedule on things to do, at home you have to keep yourself on top of the
schedule. No one else is there to remind you.

Aiden Norton

What was your favorite memory?
My favorite memory was probably when me and Millie stacked crates at the food depository
paragraph text.

What did God enable you to do that you didn't think you could do?
Go and ask people to pray with me.

How did you see God at work in the community that you were serving?
People seemed to be very happy and great full wherever are teams were.

Gracie Hibma 

How was God at work in your heart throughout your trip?
God was really showing me that devotions and prayer is to important a relationship with him also
it’s not a one-way relationship.

What new values or priorities are you bringing home with you?
Doing devotions every day.

What was your favorite memory?
Giving homeless people food.



Elmhurst, IL

Lily GilbertWhat was your favorite memory?
My favorite memory out of all is probably when I got to spend time talking to my friends at
night. OR when we got to walk downtown and see the beautiful city of Chicago!!!!!

What has been the most difficult thing about coming home?
Probably one of the most difficult things about coming home is knowing that the mission trip is
officially over. I loved spending time with friends on a big field trip while we are serving others.

What's one word that describes the trip for you and why?
Inspirational because throughout the trip I got inspired to speak up during team time. Also, I
got inspired to spend more time with God than I thought I would never get because I am
always busy at home.

Bella Crossley
What was your favorite memory?
The food drive was fun.  I like to see the smile on people's faces when they received the food.

What has been the most difficult thing about coming home?
Not being busy 24-7 and missing being with the whole youth group.  

What's one word that describes the trip for you and why?
Relaxed.  Because on my past mission trips we have been outside working in the sun or doing
hard work on our hands and knees. On this trip we were mostly helping people with food
drives and stuff inside. It definitely felt like there more adventure days this trip but we still
helped people too. 

Jenielle DeBoer

What did God enable you to do that you didn't think you could do?
Talk To complete stranger in a public space

What new values or priorities are you bringing home with you?
Doing daily devotionals is a new priority

How was God at work in your heart throughout your trip?
He showed me way I could help people around me - helped me be more aware 
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Mariska Sage

What was your favorite memory?
My favorite memory was giving food to a home in need.

What did God enable you to do that you didn't think you could do?
At the beginning of the week we had to go from house to house handing out flyers for a VBS we
were doing. I was nervous to do this and didn't think I'd be able to but then I was going up to
houses alone or with a friend and talking to the home owners.

How did you see God at work in the community that you were serving?
I saw God work in the kids by showing them His love through us. It was cool to see how nervous
they were the first day and then be used to us and not want us to leave the third day.

Eva Halley

How did you see God at work in the community that you were serving?
We worked with Hillcrest transitional housing for four, three hour mornings. We saved them
around $20,000 they would have had to pay someone to do all the work we did for them for free.
This is amazing because now they can successfully put four more families through their program
and help them get back on their feet and be stable. 

What new values or priorities are you bringing home with you?
I set four goals for myself when I got back home. First I want to do devotionals everyday but
more specifically devotionals in the morning and set aside time for prayer at night. Second, I
want to engage with the community from church more. Go to more GsYth events, hangout with
friends from church outside of church events, etc. Third, I am listening to worship music and
music that glorifies God through out the day. Finally, I want to bring Jesus everywhere. Even if I
am in a church or Christian School related thing, I want to bring Jesus into everything I do and
ask myself “what would Jesus do?” I want to be known to others as the kind and generous girl
you can always go to. 

What's one word that describes the trip for you and why?
Growth- I personally experienced so much growth through this trip. I am so grateful and thankful
that I got to grow with my friends and with God. I made a lot of new friendships this trip but I also
deepened the ones I already had.  I can also see my growth with God through how much I
wanted to change my life when I got back. 



Kansas City, MO

Alyssa DeVoll

What one person impacted you the most and how?
Benjamin Vandervort because he was the person I could go to for advice or just a laugh or
whenever I was feeling sick, he would look over and ask me if i was ok without even having to
ask. He would gimme a thumbs up and i would answer honestly how I was. We bonded a lot and
just someone who I trust so much!! Thank you Ben :) 

What is one thing God taught you about Himself and yourself?
He opened my eyes and showed me that I really need him more in my life. Showing that i’ve
made plenty mistakes in my life and will continue to do so but everything is way better in the
hands of the Lord other than myself. 

What has been the most difficult thing about coming home?
The whole life change basically where you go from this environment of really pouring out to the
Lord and being around all my Godly friends but then switching to a different place back to where
more difficult circumstances may be and more temptations. 

Rylee Fraaza

How did you see God at work in the community that you were serving?
I saw God in so many ways in Kansas City. One example that really sticks out to me is how
excited the kids at the VBS were. There was a small group of them that came each day and were
thrilled to be there each time. All the kids were willing to listen to the lessons, sing and dance for
worship, and have conversations about Jesus. I found myself learning a lot from the kids there.

What's one word that describes the trip for you and why?
I think I would choose the word “community” to describe this trip. I felt like everyone on the trip
grew so much closer throughout the week and we worked really well as a team. Everyone was so
supportive and wanted to bring out the best in each other. 

What's the biggest difference between home and Chicago/Kansas City?
I think the biggest difference between home and Kansas City, is the structure of my day. On the
trip, we had our days planned out. And while some things would change throughout the day, we
always had dedicated time for being with God. At home, I usually don’t know what my day is
going to look like, and I really have to prioritize spending time with Jesus. 



Kansas City, MO

Trey Kerschbaum

What was your favorite memory?
I loved the intimate time of worship and prayer on Friday night. We hadn't originally planned it,
but in the moment we just decided to do it and it definitely impacted me greatly. It just gave
people a chance to be honest and open, and pray over others and be prayed over yourself. I
just saw God worked in numerous different ways throughout that, putting it on people's hearts
to pray over exactly what that person needed prayer for, without even knowing! 

What has been the most difficult thing about coming home?
I think one of the most difficult things about coming home from this trip, and really any trip in
general, is maintaining the fire and passion you felt for God over the trip. Whether it's
consistently getting into his word, or loving others like Jesus would, it can just be really hard to
fall back into the everyday rhythm of life at home.  

What new values or priorities are you bringing home with you?
One of our first days on the trip we had some people complaining about a couple random
things, so we made an action step that we called, "What Would Jesus Do?" (WWJD) And with
this we would either encourage ourselves or others in a situation that may be uncomfortable, to
just think about what Jesus would do in that situation, and so far being home from the trip that
has helped me numerous times to just do something I may not really want to do, and to do it
with a servants heart.

Allie Martin

What was your favorite memory?
My favorite memory was helping with the VBS and watching the kids learn and grow.

What is one thing God taught you about Himself and yourself?
God taught me to be patient and wait. 

What's one word that describes the trip for you and why?
Risk taking because I took a lot of different risks on the trip and also stepped out
of my comfort zone. 



Kansas City, MO

Malin Sage

What one person impacted you the most and how?
Trey because he is a great friend of mine and I oved seeing him love and serve others. Which
made want to serve and love others even more.

What was your favorite memory?
Friday night during our worship. Even though it was very emotional, it was very impacting and I
needed that. I enjoyed praying over others and being prayed for, it meant a lot to me.

What's one word that describes the trip for you and why?
Gratefulness, because I'm just so grateful to go on the Kansas City trip and share God's love.
Also, all the memories that were  made, I'm just incredibly grateful for.

Lydia Kruis

What one person impacted you the most and how?
The leader-treks leader, who’s we called grandpa, impacted me the most because I was able to
sit down and talk about my faith and things about my faith that I have never even talked about.
She opened my eyes to things about my faith that I didn’t consider. She helped me to
understand that even though I haven’t had as many hardships as others, God isn’t any less
present in my life.

What was your favorite memory?
My favorite memory, while it was all fun, was probably standing in a big open space in a circle
and singing a portion of “Good Good Father”. It gave me goosebumps standing as a community
and worshiping in a public place.

What new values or priorities are you bringing home with you?
I came home with a new priority in diving into the word of God and being in community with
other Christians. The trip to Kansas City made me realize how important it is to spend time with
other Christians to help me grow. It also helped me to see that reading the Bible gives you
perspective to leading a Godly life and without reading it I felt lost.



Kansas City, MO

Nathan Priest

What one person impacted you the most and how?
Andrew - I grew closer to him and he prayed with me and just helped me understand alot of
things. And was just very understanding and understood what I went through.

What was your favorite memory?
During VBS when I was able to put DaShaquen and Julieo on my shoulders with Lydia and run
around with them while they were shooting they're water guns.

What new values or priorities are you bringing home with you?
Jesus is the first thing I think of in the morning I just straight up pray to him and talk to him
before getting on my phone then I do a devotional.

Josiah Fuller

What has been the most difficult thing about coming home?
For me, one of the most difficult things about coming home from the trip has been maintaining
the same level of spirituality that I did on the trip. Life at home has brought me many
distractions, whether it be a job, sports, or just getting distracted by my phone. Because of all
these distractions, it has been hard for me to get into the habit of praying and studying the Bible
daily.

What new values or priorities are you bringing home with you?
Throughout the trip, the Lord has helped me place him as number 1 in my list of priorities. I have
been learning to sacrifice time that could be spent doing other things in order to
make time for God. 

What's one word that describes the trip for you and why?
One word that I would use to describe this past trip is encouraging. It was encouraging to see
the impact that we made in Hillcrest, and how much work we got done while we were there. It
was encouraging to see the impact that we made in the lives' of the kids in the VBS we ran.
Finally, it was super encouraging for me to see the faith that others on the trip showed, in
worship, doing our daily Bible study, or just in our actions. It felt like the Holy Spirit was there
with us, guiding our thoughts and actions throughout the trip.



Kansas City, MO

Clara Heikka

What one person impacted you the most and how?
Brenna - she taught me a lot about how to be a humble servant of Christ. When serving others
we need to set aside our own pride. It's okay to look silly and it's awesome to be bold about
your faith. Brenna showed so much patience, humility and unconditional love to the kids at
VBS. She does a wonderful job at showing Christ through her actions and being a humble
servant!

How did you see God at work in the community that you were serving?
1. There were multiple new family's that came to The Dream Center through the VBS we put
on! We were also able to give some bins of food to families in need.
2. Through our manual labor, we were able to save Hillcrest $20,000 in expenses, which is
equal to 4 families able to go through their program for free!

What has been the most difficult thing about coming home?
The most difficult thing about coming home for me was not having the same constant
community and encouragement that I did on the mission trip.

JJ Heikka

What is one thing God taught you about Himself and yourself?
God has taught me to value where He wants me to be over where my schedule says I
should be.  I also learned that God does great things when I am fully relying on Him.

What has been the most difficult thing about coming home?
The hardest thing about coming home has been not having a specific time for devotionals. 
 On the trip we had 45 minutes specifically for devos every morning, but at home there's not
a specific time to do devos so it can be hard to remember to do them.  

What new values or priorities are you bringing home with you?
The value that I'm bringing home with me from the mission trip is starting every day by
getting into God's word. Starting every day with a devotional on the trip helped keep my
focus on where God wanted me as opposed to where I thought I should be.



Kansas City, MO

Joe Hill

What was your favorite memory?
I have many great memories that I took away from the trip. My favorite would probably be
during an activity we have on each mission trip called team time. Team time is an activity
where we all come together as a big group and discuss our successes for the day and what
needs improvement, our daily devotional, sing worship to God, and hand out encouragement
beads. During one of the daily Devo discussions in team time, someone raised their hand to
say something but forgot what they wanted to say. In response to that, someone else in the
group said grab it! While they also reached their hand out as if they were to grab something.
To those wondering: that person did indeed "grab it!" and remembered what they wanted to
say. After that point, anyone who forgot what they wanted to say had the same thing happen
to them. That being to "grab it!". That's just one of the many inside jokes everyone on the trip
remembers and will sometimes say. Overall this mission trip was just a great final hurrah for
me (a graduating senior). That gave me many great memories to take with me into the next
phase of my life in college.

What is one thing God taught you about Himself and yourself?
God taught me many things about Him on this trip like He always does. What God taught me
that stuck out the most was how He works in ways we don't understand at the minute, but
when we look back on why he did something, we are grateful. Back in 2021, on the previous
mission trip during Vacation Bible School (VBS), I was talking with one of my friends. I
stated, "I'm not a big fan of working with young kids." Ironically, on this mission trip, I was
assigned to the VBS Team whose job was to plan and execute VBS for the mission trip. God
was probably up there chuckling a little at me, but in all seriousness, I am very thankful for
that role. At the time, I was somewhat disappointed that I got this role, but when I was
thinking/planning for our VBS with my team; I realized that I was lucky as God chose me to
be an instrument for Him to help plant seeds in all of the kids that came to VBS. Though I
will not be the one to see those seeds grow into giant trees, I have joy knowing that they will.

What's one word that describes the trip for you and why?
Community is the word that best describes the Kansas City mission trip for me. The
community you gain on a mission trip is unmatched by all other events hosted by gsYouth.
Calling someone a friend that you see every Wednesday night at the gathering from 7 to
8:30 pm is one thing. Whereas taking a risk and effectively leaving your whole life behind
with other believers you may not know as well allows for more significant growth as friends.
Everyone is spending time together, overcoming obstacles, getting to know each other, and
serving God. Community is a big part of being a Christ follower...
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...Acts 4 Verses 32-35 ESV says, "Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and
soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in

common. And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as
were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it at the

apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need." This passage shows how the first-century
church had a community focus where they cared for and looked after one another. This same community

was present during our mission trip as we greatly cared for and looked after each other. 

Corbin Norton

What was your favorite memory?
Joe named and worked by a hornets nest for an entire day and didn't get stung once.

How did you see God at work in the community that you were serving?
God was helping kids my age learn how to live on their own.

What new values or priorities are you bringing home with you?
You should always share if you have extra.

Emily Greenhalgh

What was your favorite memory?
Getting to know some of the Kids at VBS, and just seeing the team grow.

Share a difficult moment on the trip that you are now thankful for.
Not having the extra time for myself, I never got a real break I always had something
happening, so I had to learn how to be able to help at any moment which really showed me
where I work best. 

What's one word that describes the trip for you and why?
Impactful, I grew so much in my faith and was able do see so many people change over the
trip on how they view life. 



Brenna Temple

What one person impacted you the most and how?
There were so many people that impacted me in so many ways, but I don't think that this trip
would've been the same without our LeaderTreks leader, Alyssa.  Throughout the trip, she
was always so joyful, even when she was tired.  She was the only person in our group from
LeaderTreks, but she still led us all so well, even without a familiar face beside her.  She
truly leaned on God throughout the week.  And she was always giving of herself for all of us,
even when you could tell she was tired.  Every day, she intentionally sought out different
people to talk to and learn about to get to know all of us and encourage us.  She was
always there to listen to us and ask us how we REALLY were doing, and if we ever didn't
really have an answer, she'd come back later and ask again.  She was always there to listen
to me when I was struggling and she was one of the biggest encouragements and reasons
that I was able to see God work so much through the trip and the people there.  There were
moments that I felt alone or had questions, and she was willing to share parts of her story
and be vulnerable to give me advice and encouragement.  While I know that the trip
could've been just as impactful, or even moreso had we had a different leader with us, I
don't think it would've been the same without Alyssa there, and I'm so grateful that God put
her in our lives for that week.

What has been the most difficult thing about coming home?
The most difficult thing about coming home was the change of atmosphere and priorities.
The day after returning home, I immediately jumped into band pre-camp for Gull Lake which
was a total culture change. Over the trip, I was surrounded by like-minded people with
similar goals in mind throughout the week. But, coming home, I was put into a culture of
people with very different priorities than me and a place where the world hadn't set me up
for success in my mission to be a light and share the good news with those around me. A lot
of what I experienced on the trip prepared me in new ways for a challenge like that, but the
spiritual high that can be experienced over a trip like that is hard to maintain in a new culture
after returning home. Keeping up that dedication to God's mission was difficult and it was
easy to want to give up.

How was God at work in your heart throughout your trip?
After returning home from our trip, I was having a conversation with a friend who has been
on multiple mission trips overseas before, and a comment that she made that stuck out to
me was that "you expect to go on those trips to help other people, but what you don't realize
is that sometimes...

Kansas City, MO



 ...God will bring you halfway around the world to show you just how broken you are." This
stuck out to me because it's exactly what God did for me on this trip. Pride has been
something I've struggled with for a while, and I knew that humbling myself throughout the
entire week was going to be tough, but it was the most worthwhile thing that I could've set
out to do.  I saw God's hand in so many ways through so many people and it never would've
happened if God hadn't helped me stay humble to see what He was doing all around me.

Kansas City, MO

Elijah Elwell

What was your favorite memory?
Doing VBS

What has been the most difficult thing about coming home?
Afraid of not feeling close to God when I was on the trip.

What one person impacted you the most and how?
Ben vandervort

Skyler Canniff

What did God enable you to do that you didn't think you could do?
VBS was way different this year, it was an awesome way for me to grow and connect with a kid
and pour into him. 

What new values or priorities are you bringing home with you?
I am continually being shown the importance of reading the Bible. Sometimes to me it feels like
a chore, but having a devotional and reading the Bible every day is so important. 

What's one word that describes the trip for you and why?
Dedication, everyone that went on this trip were fully devoted to growing closer to God.
Everyone steped out of thier comfort zone to do what God guided us to do. 



Kansas City, MO

Ben Vandervoort
What was your favorite memory?
The VBS

What did God enable you to do that you didn't think you could do?
Lead people 

What has been the most difficult thing about coming home?
Leaving the VBS 


