
Read 1 John 4:7-21. What does the Bible tell us about God and His love? 
Based on God’s love for us, how should we live? 

What do people do outside the kingdom of God say about why Jesus came 
into the world? What would you say to someone who doesn’t understand 
why Jesus came? 

What does it mean to “believe in the name of the only Son of God”? Is this 
just mental assent? 

What does verse 20 tell us about the reason wicked people do not like 
light? 

What does verse 21 tell us about the relationship between truth and light?

Because God so Loved… 
Pastor Bill Van Kirk

Memorization Verse: Romans 5:8 
But God demonstrates His own love for us in this:  

While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

Read John 3:16-17. What is it about John 3:16 that most people really 
cherish and value?  

What does verse 16 tell us about God and His attitude towards man? 

When you realize that Jesus came to die and that God gave Him for that 
purpose, does that help you understand God’s love for man? In what way 
does it help you understand God’s love for you individually? 

Why did God send Jesus into the world? (v. 17) What is God’s ultimate goal 
for every person? (Read 2 Peter 3:9) 

What is the state of the world without Jesus according to John 3:17? What 
does it mean to be condemned?



When Peter objects to having his feet washed, Jesus replies, “Unless I wash 
you, you have no part with Me.” What does Jesus mean? In this sense what 
is the foot washing symbolizing? 

For us today what does it take to become “washed” by Jesus? Go read Titus 
3:5 and jot down what you see. 

In vs. 14-15 Jesus then tells His disciples to wash each other’s feet! He 
obviously can’t mean they are supposed to die for each others’ sins! So 
what does foot washing symbolize here? 

What are possible motivations we could have for serving others? What 
motivation does this passage give us? What’s the difference between that 
and serving out of fear/obligation? 

What are some practical ways you can “wash feet” in the following areas: 
Home 

Work/School 

Friends 

Church 

What kind of reasons do we give for NOT engaging in sacrificial service like 
Jesus? 

Jesus says, “now that you know these things you will be blessed if you do 
them” (13:18). What sort of blessing should we expect to receive if we do 
what Jesus commands?

Because of Love:  
Jesus Washes Feet 

Pastor Ryan Groshek

In this series Because of Love, we are meditating on how Jesus went to the 
cross as the ultimate display of love. We’re encouraging our church to 
memorize (or re-memorize) Romans 5:8 during this series so go ahead 
and say it out loud 2-3 times before reading about this story of Jesus’ love! 

Read John 13:1-17 slowly and carefully. Jot down any notes or questions 
you have a you read! 

John 13:1b says, “Having loved His own who were in the world, He loved 
them to the end.” How would you paraphrase this verse? Who are “His own 
who were in the world” and what does it mean that Jesus loved them “to 
the end”? 

John tells us in 13:1 and 13:3 what Jesus knew going into this event. What 
does it say Jesus knew? Why do you think John includes these details? How 
does what Jesus know relate to what He does in this passage? 

Obviously we are not Jesus, but we are being transformed into His image (2 
Corinthians 3:18). What are some things you need to know about yourself 
and about God if you’re going to love like Jesus? 

Imagine you were going to wash the feet of everyone in your Life Group. 
How would you feel? How would you feel having your feet washed?



It seems like such a crazy juxtaposition between the people’s celebratory 
welcome of Jesus and the words of Jesus. What did Jesus mean when He 
said if the seed dies, it produces many seeds? 

Some look at Jesus at just being an example to follow, but miss the 
importance of His death. How is the death of Jesus the central reason He 
came according to this passage? How does the death of Jesus reveal God’s 
love? (Romans 5:8) 

We might expect that if God is calling us to do something that we should 
have peace with the decision. Would you say that Jesus had peace with 
going to the cross in verse 27? What do you think was greater than His 
peace (v. 28)? How are these important reminders in our decision making? 

How does the way of Jesus look like defeat? 

Through Jesus we become children of the light. Compare this to 1 John 
3:1-2. What can children of God expect of the world? What is our hope 
according to this passage?

Beyond the Hype 
Palm Sunday

Have you ever been caught up in the hype of something? If so, what was it? 

Read John 12:12-36  
Hosanna is a Hebrew word meaning “save now”. What was the crowd 
expecting Jesus to save them from? 

Jesus riding in on a colt wasn’t exactly the hero’s entrance? How does this 
go in hand with the whole means God used to bring about salvation? 

Why were so many more numbers following Jesus at this point in verses 
17-18? How is this similar to why many people following Jesus today? 

The people expected a political deliverer, a new king who would overthrow 
Rome. What are the expectations we put on Jesus for our lives?



What is the significance of the fact that Jesus asks Peter to affirm his love 
three separate times? 

What does Jesus ask Peter to do if it’s true that he really loves Jesus? What 
does Jesus have in mind for Peter’s future role in the establishment of the 
church? 

The phrase “stretch out your hands” is the literal Roman description/
phrase in this time period of their preferred mode of execution. So what is 
Jesus prophesying about Peter’s death? 

What is Jesus’ call on Peter’s life even after he indicates what type of death 
it will lead to? (v. 19) 

As you look at this whole passage, what is it that Jesus is trying to 
accomplish in Peter’s life? The resurrected Jesus intervenes to accomplish 
what?

Because of Love: 
He is Risen 

Easter

Read John 21:1-14. Why do you think it may be significant that the 
disciples, led by Peter, have gone back to fishing?   

Read Luke 5:1-11. What are the similarities between this story and John 
21:1-14? Why is it significant that these stories are so similar? 

Describe the likely emotional and psychological state of the disciples in 
John 21. Remember they had all abandoned Jesus on the night He was 
arrested, witnessed His execution, but also experienced the resurrected 
Lord in person. What are they feeling? What is Peter feeling? 

When Jesus asks Peter in John 21:15, “Do you love Me more than these?” 
what are ‘these’ He is referring to? (Hint: Matthew 26:33) 

In his response, Peter doesn’t claim to love more than the other disciples 
but he does affirm his love for Jesus. What might that show us about 
Peter’s heart in this moment?


