
6. Paul takes about worldly passions in verse 12. Why is self-control a 
vital quality to live out not only in regard to our relationships, but in 
daily practice? What percentage of issues do you think would be 
limited if self-control was exercised more often? 

7. What does it mean to wait for the appearing of Jesus? There are 
times that we are focused, alert, and responsible if we know that 
someone of authority is going to walk into the room to check on 
our progress or status. We may have experienced that with 
teachers, mentors, or bosses. How should the return of Jesus 
impact how we live? Is the return of Jesus something that brings 
hope or fear? 

8. Sometimes as we look at our family history or even our own 
conduct within our families, there is shame. How does verse 14 
give hope? How does it give purpose? 

9. Read 1 John 3:1-3. What difference do you think it would make in 
our lives if we lived with a regular awareness of God’s love for us?  
How might it affect how we use our time, what we do in our failure, 
how we address our shame, how we love others? 

As you close, pray as we launch this series that it will be used to help 
each of us at Spring Lake, not only in our roles within our families and 
our church family, but also as followers of Jesus.

Before We  
Get Started 

Pastor Jack Guerra

1. There are many opportunities to find out about family history 
whether through passed on stories or resources like ancestry.com. 
What is an interesting fact about your family history? 

2. Our own experiences with family are imperfect. We have 
experienced great examples and great failures. Blessing and pain. 
Our experiences can shape our views and expectations of family. 
The Bible reveals that no family is perfect. How does this help 
shape our expectations? 

Read Titus 2 

3. In Titus 2, Paul explains to Titus the kind of lives people of varying 
ages/family situations should live. He follows up with the means in 
verse 11. What is that means of living right? 

4. We may typically think of God’s grace as what brings about the 
forgiveness of sins and eternal life. How does God’s grace impact 
how we live in the present according to these verses? 

5. Life is all about what we say “yes” and “no” to. What would we expect 
to happen when we say “yes” to the right things? What about when 
we say “yes” to the right things and the outcome is not what we had 
hoped? How can we keep from getting discouraged in those times?
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6. The world thinks about hope as a wish. How is that different than 
the Bible’s idea of hope? 

7. Name one way you can get better at living like your hope in Jesus is 
true. 

8. Read Romans 8:18-25. Describe what the hope is in this passage. 

9. Read John 15:13, John 3:16, and 1 John 3:16. What can we learn 
about real love from these verses? 

10. What’s one aspect of legacy you want to concentrate on 
cultivating? What is one piece of what you could leave behind that 
you want to change now?

Creating a Legacy 
that Lasts 
Pastor Bill Van Kirk

1. What would you say the difference between an eternal legacy and a 
worldly legacy is? 

2. The sermon this week focused on leaving a legacy of Faith, Hope, 
and Love. Which of these is easiest for you to concentrate on? 
Which is the most difficult? Why? 

3. Read 1 Corinthians 13:13. Why do you think the greatest one is love? 

4. The Biblical idea of faith is trusting God to the point of action. How 
is that different than what the world thinks about when they think 
about faith? 

5. Who in your life passed down faith or an aspect of faith? How are you 
continuing to honor that tradition of passing it down?



6. A Christian friend comes to you and says that the flame has gone 
out in their marriage. They want a divorce because they believe 
that their feelings are a sign that things weren’t meant to be and 
that God would want them to be happy. What would you tell them? 

7. A Christian couple has been hit with one trial after another. First it 
was financial, then it was their kids, and now it’s their health. How 
would you encourage them? Are there any verses that come to 
mind that could bring about their encouragement? Is it necessary 
to have walked in their shoes in order to bring hope and 
encouragement? Why or why not? 

8. A friend reads 2 Corinthians 5:17 and still struggles because they 
say their relationship with Jesus isn’t new anymore. What would 
you tell them? 

9. How does life with Christ impact how wives and husbands should 
treat one another according to Ephesians 5:22 & 25? What role 
does humility have in marriage? 

10. Read Titus 2:11-14. What are some good reminders from this 
passage in living in hard times?

Marriage on  
the Rocks 

Pastor Adam Jackson

1. What comes to mind when you hear the word “marriage”? (The 
Princess Bride anyone?) What are some examples of ways in which 
the view of marriage has deteriorated today? 

2. According to Genesis 1:26-38 and 2:18-24, what is the purpose of 
marriage? Why is it important for us to not only know, but follow 
God’s design for marriage? 

3. What are ways we can show support for marriage even beyond our 
own? 

4. Genesis 3 lays out the destruction to the relationship and to 
creation because of the entrance of sin. How did the tempter 
downplay the impact of disobeying God? Why is it important for us 
to understand that temptation will never reveal the full impact of 
sin? 

5. Probably each of us have been hurt by the person we love the most 
and have hurt that person as well. How do you respond in those 
situations? Why do you think we hurt the ones we love? What do you 
do when life isn’t picture perfect or “social media ready”?



3. What are the top three pieces of technology in your life that you 
enjoy? How would you feel if you lost them? 

4. How does that technology enable you to fulfill your calling as an 
image-bearer of God and disciple of Jesus? 

5. Like it or not, technology forms us. What are some of the 
unintended consequences of the following ways we use 
technology: 

• Push notifications 

• Constant internet access 

• Google maps 

• Bible on our phones 

• Wireless headphones 

• Church online 

• Other 

6. How does technology promise to deliver only things God can give 
you? 

7. Pastor Ryan recommended we have at least some sacred (tech-
free) spaces and times in our lives. Do you have any daily, weekly, 
monthly rhythms of tech-free space in your life? Are there any 
boundaries you could/should put in place on how technology is 
used in your home? 

PRAY God would give you wisdom and discernment to use 
technology wisely, for His glory, for your good, and the 
advancement of His kingdom.

Tech Savvy 
Pastor Ryan Groshek

1. Rate the health of your relationship to technology in your life on a 
scale of 1 - 10 (1 = technology has taken over my life/family, 10 = 
technology is in its proper place). Jot down a few reasons for your 
number and consider sharing with a friend, your family, or your Life 
Group. 

2. If we do a survey of where/how technology shows up in Scripture, 
we find that it is a good gift from God, that can be twisted by sinful 
humans in sinful ways. We also see promises that God’s final 
redemption will include transforming our use of technology. Read 
these passages to discover this theme for yourself. 

Genesis 1:28 command to fill and subdue creation 

Genesis 2:15 assignment to work and keep the garden 

Genesis 4:17-22 development of farming, musical, metal-working 
technology 

Genesis 11:1-4 development of brick-making technology 

Exodus 1:14 same technology used in slavery 

Exodus 35:30-35; 1 Kings 7:13-14 technology used in making the 
tabernacle/temple 

Isaiah 40:19 same technology used to make idols 

Mark 6:3 Jesus is a builder/carpenter (techtōn) 

Mark 15:21-25 Jesus is crucified on a cross (likely built by a 
carpenter) 

Isaiah 2:2-4 on the Day of the Lord weapons transformed into 
farming tools 

Revelation 21:22-22:5 New Creation depicted as a Garden City; 
integrating human technology with God’s creation.



7. Have you ever thought about specific things you want your kids to 
have learned or internalized before they leave the nest? What 
might be some of those things be when it comes to following 
Jesus? 

8. Read Deuteronomy 6:6-9. What’s the modern equivalent teaching 
to “as you sit at home, walk along the road, lie down and get up”? 

9. What place do “teachable moments” have in your family? How could 
you better capitalize on teaching as you go? 

10. What is the hardest aspect of family discipleship for your family? 

11. What is your family mission statement? Don’t have one? What 
would you like it to include? 

12. Read 1 Peter 4:10. What gifts do you have as a family that can be 
used to serve others? 

13. Name some ways you can be on mission as a family for Jesus.

Three Family 
Discipleship Essentials 

Pastor Bill Van Kirk

1. Read Deuteronomy 6:4-6 and Matthew 22:36-40. Why is it so 
important for us to prioritize our relationship with Jesus in order to 
be successful with family discipleship? 

2. What do you think your family would say you prioritize the most? 

3. What have been the most effective practices that contributed to 
you following Jesus more closely? 

4. What do you think it means to take imperfect action but with 
consistency when it comes to family discipleship? 

5. Discuss the idea of learning together as a family of Christ-followers. 
What sorts of ways could you learn together as a family? 

6. Read Psalm 78:2-8. What is the heart and motivation behind this 
passage? Why is it so important to be intentional to instruct our 
children?



6. As an imperfect people we need to both grant forgiveness and 
receive forgiveness. What prevents people from seeking 
forgiveness? What keeps someone from granting forgiveness? 

7. Forgiveness is not necessarily simple. It may fight against what our 
heart and mind are telling us to do. In that wrestling of the heart, 
what determines the victor? Why is it important to remember the 
way in which Jesus forgives us (1 John 1:9)? Why is that important 
to remember when we grow tired of forgiving (Matthew 18:21-22)? 

8. When it comes to an offense, which do you typically rely on to seek 
or grant forgiveness — time, feelings, or Jesus (be careful of the 
Sunday School answer)? What is the weakness of time and 
feelings? What is the strength of Jesus in addressing offenses? 

9. Jesus taught us to pray in Matthew 6:12 asking God to forgive us as 
we have forgiven others. How is this an important wake up call for 
how we forgive? If God forgave you the way you forgive, would you 
be in trouble? 

Something to think about and act on … 
Are there offenses that you are holding on to that you need to 
forgive? Are there offenses that you have committed that you 
need to ask forgiveness?

Forgiveness:  
A Relational Necessity 

Pastor Adam Jackson

1. Do you have something (a sentimental object, photo, etc.) that 
you’ve been holding on to for a long time? If so, what is it and how 
long have you been holding on to it? Have you held on to anything 
for a long time that you question why you still have it? 

2. What makes particular offenses difficult to let go of? If you can’t 
forget an offense, does it mean that you haven’t forgiven? What is 
the difference between not forgetting and keeping a record of 
wrongs (there is a difference) - which we are told not to do in 1 
Corinthians 13:5? 

3. Read Psalm 103:12.  According to this verse, what has God done 
with our offenses against Him? What does that mean? 

4. Read Psalm 32:1-2 (also quoted in Romans 4:7-8). What is our 
hope according to these verses? How does this passage show the 
nature of forgiveness? 

5. Why is it important to understand that forgiveness is not 
downplaying sin, excusing sin, or pretending everything is okay? 



b. Why did Jesus commend the Samaritan? 

c. What principles was Jesus trying to explain to the “expert in 
the law”? 

d. How does caring for people in need impact our faith? 

4. Pastor Jeff shared a quote from Mother Teresa: “The problem with 
our world is that we draw the circle of our family too small.” He also 
challenged us to expand the circle of our families.  

a. In what ways have you expanded your family circle in the past? 
How did it go? What didn’t work well? How did God use it? 

b. What’s holding you back from caring for others? 

c. What would have to change in your life in order for you to care 
for others? 

5. Who is do you know that’s doing a great job of expanding their 
circle well? What do you admire about them? 

PRAY and ask God what next steps He’s calling you to in order to 
expand the circle of your family by caring for others.

Family Circle 
Pastor Jeff Pittman

1. What stood out to you during the weekend message? Discuss this 
with your Life Group. 

2. Read Matthew 7:24-27 

a. Based on these verses, what’s the relationship between 
hearing/understanding the God’s Word and acting upon the 
God’s Word? 

b. What examples come to mind of people (maybe yourself) where 
someone’s faith wasn’t matching their actions (or lack of 
action)? 

c. Are there areas in your life now that aren’t lining up with a clear 
command in the Bible? Share that with your Life Group. 

3. Read Luke 10:24-37 

a. Which of the characters in this parable knew more of God’s 
Word? The priest, the Levite, or the Samaritan? 


