
5. In verses 4-9, who is the one who acts? What does the church 
possess according to these verses? What is the basis for 
receiving these things (Hint: verse 4)? 

6. As we will see throughout this letter, the church in Corinth was 
messed up! There was division, sexual immorality, people 
getting drunk on communion, and more. Why do you think 
Paul didn’t just cut to the chase at the opening of his letter and 
call out the problems? 

7. There are three insufficient ways of dealing with problems: (1) 
ignore them; (2) candy coat them; or (3) make them the main 
focus. Why is it unloving to handle problems in any of these 
ways? Do you tend to address problems with others in one or 
more of these ways? 

8. What is the difference between buttering someone up and 
doing what Paul is doing at the beginning of this letter? How 
could Paul’s approach similarly help you in addressing issues 
with other believers? What principle do we see in Ephesians 
4:15? 

9. Why do you think it’s important for the church to remember 
what we possess because of Jesus? 

10. Verse 7 talks about an end date in mind — when Christ is 
revealed. What is the confidence we have as we look to the day 
we see Jesus face to face?

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 1:1-9

Study Guide 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

September 11 & 12, 2021

2. Because we live in Green Bay, we are associated with the 
Packers in the eyes of others. Similarly, if someone lived in 
Corinth, there was the association with sexual immorality. That 
may be the context of where the church is located, but it’s not 
the identity. What is the church’s identity in 1 Corinthians 1:2? 
What does it mean to be sanctified? 

3. How is the church both local and global in verse 2? Why is it 
important to be part of a local church? What do you find to be 
challenging in being part of a local church? What is the 
blessing? 

4. Do you ever find yourself setting parameters to where the 
message of Jesus can take root? In a recent message, we were 
reminded about Jonah’s perception of Ninevah. Corinth was 
exactly the best of places either. How does verse 2 remind us 
that the message is for anywhere?

1. What comes to mind when you think of a city?(Corinth was a 
bustling city much like we would think of our modern cities. 
There was major trade, commerce, entertainment, sporting 
events, sexual immorality, and people striving to climb up the 
ladder of social status and success.) What do you like about 
cities? What do you dislike?



5. How does the gospel of Christ unify a church full of people who 
believe differently politically or socially? 

6. Why do you think that Christ crucified was a stumbling block 
to the Jews? Why was it foolishness to the Gentiles? What do 
you think our current world thinks about the truth of Jesus? 

7. From what state or background does God call all of us to 
Himself? (Hint: verse 26) 

8. In verse 31, we are called to only boast in the Lord. How can we 
effectively do that as a church and as individuals? 

9. As Paul continues to instruct a messy church, what do you 
notice that he continually points back to?

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-2:5

Study Guide 
1 Corinthians 1:10-2:5 

September 18 & 19, 2021

1. What was at the root of the divisions mentioned in 1 
Corinthians 1:10-17? How could you see this as a similar 
scenario playing out in our local church? What divisions do you 
see right now getting played out in churches? 

2. What might Paul say to us in the church about our politics or 
stances on current events? 

3. Why is it so important that the church has no divisions in it? 
What does it prevent from happening? 

4. What does Paul say is at the heart of all of it? Not who baptized 
who, but what? (Hint: verse 17)



4. Verse 10 can be a summary verse for this section. Read it again. 
How does God grant us access to His deep thoughts, desires, 
and purpose? 

5. The Bible shares that the Spirit of God lives in all believers. 
Reflect on the reality that God lives inside of us. How does that 
change the way Christians should live? 

6. What are some of the ways the Bible instructs us to live 
“foolishly” in the eyes of the world? 

7. How do you best listen to the Spirit of God? Give an example of 
when you were confident the Spirit of God was speaking to 
you? 

8. What is God asking you to do after learning more about this 
section of the Bible? What is your next step?

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 2:6-16

Study Guide 
1 Corinthians 2:6-16 

September 25 & 26, 2021

1. While listening to the weekend messages and/or studying 
these verses, what stood out to you? Why do you think God 
highlighted that for you this past week? 

2. Paul, the author of 1 Corinthians, uses the word mature. Based 
on the message this past weekend and your study, what group 
of people is he referring to? 

3. Paul is contrasting the wisdom of the world and the Godly 
wisdom that Christians have. What do you believe causes the 
difference in wisdom between these two groups? What are the 
motives of each group? 



FLESH SPIRIT

3. Exhibit “A” of Corinthian fleshliness is their dividing up over 
which leader they follow (v. 3-4). What kind of things are 
Christians in our church divided over? How about in our city?

4. Paul thinks the Corinthians have failed to grasp that God is 
ultimately responsible for any conversion and transformation 
(v. 5-7). How would deeply believing that impact the way you 
share your faith or make disciples? 

5. Paul also teaches us that God will one day evaluate all ministry 
efforts for what they really are (v. 8-15). He’ll judge what was 
useless and praise what was Christ-honoring and exalting. 
What is your reaction to that truth? 

6. What does it mean that we (the church) are the temple of God 
(v. 16)? 

7. Finally, Paul tells us not to be wise by the standard of this 
world. Let’s be honest, sometimes our thinking reflects our 
culture, rather than the kingdom of God. How might God’s 
wisdom differ from the world’s wisdom in these areas? 

• Leadership/power 

• Money 

• Sex/love 

• Work

Study Guide 
1 Corinthians 3:1-23 

October 2 & 3, 2021

1. Ask God’s Spirit to speak to you and then Read 1 Corinthians 
3:1-23. Jot down what stands out to you and write down any 
questions it raises for you! 

2. In 3:1-4 Paul says he wishes he could talk to the Corinthians like 
“people who live by the Spirit” but instead he has to talk to 
them like people who are still worldly (of the flesh). Go read 
Romans 8:5-17 and Galatians 5:16-26 and write down the 
attributes of the Spirit-life versus the flesh.

Pray and ask God to fill you with the Spirit so that you will 
not live like the world, but according to God’s wisdom.



5. Make a list contrasting the perspectives of the Corinthians and 
those of Paul in vs. 8-13. Look at the list you made about Paul. 
Was he just being a downer? 

6. If Paul was making a commercial for the Church based on 
these statements, what kind of impact do you think his words 
would have? How does this serve as a good reminder of what 
following Jesus is about? 

7. Read Mark 8:34-36. What does it mean to deny ourselves? 
What limits do we set on doing that? 

8. What was Paul’s reason for saying he was their father through 
the gospel? Who has been a parental figure to you in the 
gospel? What aspects of that role do we see in this passage? 

9. There may be a tendency to think that the person with the 
platform has the power. Where is the real power according to 
vs. 19-20? How does this coincide with Romans 1:16?

Study Guide 
1 Corinthians 4 
October 9 & 10, 2021

1. What qualities would you look for if you were hiring an 
employee? A house sitter? A babysitter? Which of these qualities 
would be important qualities for the servant of Christ? 

2. How does our culture impact our view of leadership? Why is it 
important to have a bIblical understanding of leadership? 
What are key qualities pertaining to leadership in vs. 1-2? 

3. We don’t want people to judge us. “Don’t judge me” is a 
common refrain today. We think others are too critical 
compared to our own judgment of ourselves. How does Paul 
keep perspective regarding the judgements of others? Why is 
this important to remember for those of us that struggle with 
being people pleasers? What does Paul say about our own 
evaluation of ourselves? 

4. The hidden motivations of our heart will be laid bare before 
God. That which was God honoring will receive praise from 
God. Have you ever considered that the good things you did 
today will one day be praised by God? What impact should 
that ultimate reality make on our lives?

Read 1 Corinthians 4

As you close, pray that your motivations, confidence, and 
actions would be based on the power and hope that is 

found only in the goodness of Jesus.



5. Read Matthew 18:15-20. What is the process for confronting sin 
within the church? 

6. Why shouldn’t the church just ignore the sin and let it go (Hint: 
v. 7)? 

7. According to verse 11, how should we react to believers who are 
actively pursuing a sinful lifestyle without repentance? Why? 

8. Re-read verses 9-10 and 12. How should we think about those 
outside the church? 

9. Think about your experience in church throughout your life. 
How has the church dealt with sin well? Where does it need to 
improve? 

10. Since everyone sins, what types of sins should be called out 
and confronted in the church?

Study Guide 
1 Corinthians 5 
October 16 & 17, 2021

1. Looking at verse 1, why is it not surprising that there is a case of 
sexual immorality among the Corinthians? 

2. Besides this man’s sin, what other sin is Paul calling out (Hint: 
v. 2)? In what way do you think the Corinthians are proud? 

3. What are the two right responses to open sin in the church 
based on verse 2? Why should someone else’s sin cause us to 
grieve? What would disfellowship look like today? 

4. Read verse 5 again. What does it mean to hand this man over 
to Satan?

Read 1 Corinthians 5



4. If you were in conflict with someone else in the church, would 
you see that as a private matter or would you involve someone 
else? What should be done if it is not resolved between the 
two parties according to this passage? 

5. What is the danger of the church following the same standard as 
the world? What is the basis for us striving for unity according to 
verse 8? 

6. What does Paul list as a wrongdoer in this passage? What 
would you say to someone that says this is just a cultural issue 
for Paul’s day that is not applicable to today? 

7. Why should Paul’s comments in verse 9 be a wake up call to 
anyone that is actively living out in this fashion? What’s the 
hope in verse 11? 

8. What is the point of Paul reminding them of who they are in 
Christ? How often do you need to be reminded of that? 

9. Compare what Paul is saying here to 2 Corinthians 5:16-19. 
What is the basis for our reconciliation with God? What is the 
basis for our reconciliation to one another?

Study Guide 
1 Corinthians 6:1-11 

October 22 & 23, 2021

1. How many of you are highly organized people? Share some of 
your organizational habits (how you organize your clothes, spice 
rack, movie collection, etc). In the same way that we organize 
things, we can’t compartmentalize our lives. There are certain 
ways we act depending on who is around or the context that we 
are in. What we see in today’s passage is that the impact Jesus 
makes on our lives changes everything, including conflicts.

Read 1 Corinthians 6:1-11

2. From the list below, which of these do you think is likely to occur 
within the church? And what impact does such a messy situation 
have on the church?  
Disagreements Frustrations Conflicts  
Conflicts  Division Scams 

3. While no one enjoys messy situations, why is it important to 
address such conflicts in the church according to verse 5? 
(Paul asks a question here, but what is the point he is 
implying?) How were some in the Corinthian church handling 
their conflict? Are you naturally wired to stew in disagreements/ 
conflicts with others or seek their resolution?



3. In this passage Paul is correcting some lies about sex that the 
Corinthians had bought into the from their culture. Write down 
some lies about sex we tend to buy into from our culture? 

4. In response to the lie that people are free to do whatever they 
want sexually, Paul says that “not everything is beneficial” and 
“I will not be mastered by anything”. In what way is sexual sin 
“not beneficial”? In what ways can it become a “master”? 

5. Paul says we should avoid sexual sin because of Jesus’ 
resurrection and our future resurrection (v. 15). What’s the 
connection there? What do you think? 

6. In verse 19 we read that we are not our own, we were bought 
at a price. What is that price? If we really believe that truth, 
how should it change the way we live?

Study Guide 
1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

October 30 & 31, 2021

1. Whenever the Biblical writers talk about marriage, gender, and 
sexuality they do it with a baseline assumption that God’s 
blueprint for marriage, gender, and sexuality is found in the 
creation narratives of Genesis 1-2 (you can see this clearly in the 
way Jesus uses Genesis 1:27 and 2:24 in Matthew 19:3-8). If you 
want a refresher on that foundational blueprint go ahead and 
read Genesis 1:26-28 and Genesis 2:15-25. What are some key 
truths we see established in these passages? 

PRAY and ask the Holy Spirit to speak to you and then 
READ 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 two times out loud. 

2. In this passage Paul is addressing “sexual immorality” and 
“fornication” (Greek: porneia). New Testament Scholar, Craig 
Blomberg said, “This is the broadest term for sexual sin in the 
Greek language, embracing any form of intercourse between 
two individuals who are not united in heterosexual marriage.” 
Pause and reflect for a moment on whether or not there’s any 
ongoing porneia in your life, your thoughts, your heart right 
now and confess it to God. 

Take some time and remind yourself of the Gospel. If you have 
sexual sin in your past or present and you have confessed to Jesus 
and repented, you are forgiven. Go ahead and write out the words 

of Romans 8:1 and carry it around with you today!



5. What are some other reasons people decide to divorce that 
would not be permitted by Scripture? How would you speak 
with a brother or a sister considering divorce for some other 
reason? How would you challenge and encourage them and 
what posture would you take? 

6. In between addressing marriage and singleness, Paul seems to 
take a detour in verses 17-24. Look carefully at this passage. 
There is a phrase that’s repeated three times that summarizes 
what he’s driving at. What is it? What’s the basic gist of this 
section, and how does it relate to marriage and singleness? 

7. What are some different types of status that people might look 
to change today, but that we shouldn’t be concerned with 
because of our membership in God’s Kingdom? 

8. In verses 25-40 Paul tells the single person that getting 
married would be good and not being married would be good! 
They are free to choose either way. If you are single, what kind 
of factors should go into deciding whether or not to pursue 
marriage? 

9. Paul tells widows they can remarry, but the person must 
belong to the Lord. It seems that he taught that people who 
were already Christians should not get married to unbelievers 
(possibly 2 Corinthians 6:14 can be applied). Be honest. Do you 
view this as a command from God or more like a guideline to 
take under advisement? If you’re single, how should that 
impact your dating?

Study Guide 
1 Corinthians 7 
November 6 & 7, 2021

Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to you  
and then read 1 Corinthians 7:1-40. 

In last week’s study guide we looked at the foundational passages 
for the Bible’s view of marriage. If you didn’t look at last week’s 
guide it might be helpful to go find it and study those passages. In 
this section of his letter Paul is addressing questions that the 
Corinthians had raised about marriage and singleness and 
discusses how whatever our relationship status, we should be 
grateful and faithful. 

1. How would you describe the view of marriage handed down to 
you by your family? How has it changed throughout the years? 

2. Are you married or single right now? What are the benefits 
(practical and spiritual) of your “relationship status” right now? 
What are the challenges of your relationship status? 

3. 1 Corinthians 7:3-6 discusses a married couple’s mutual 
responsibility to one another sexually. What kind of behavior/ 
attitudes are these verses given to correct? How could these 
verses possibly be twisted and abused by sinful people? 

4. In verses 10-16 Paul teaches us how we should think about 
divorce. He refers to Jesus’ instructions about divorce (cf. 
Matthew 5:32, 19:9) and then gives his own God-inspired 
instructions. According to Jesus and Paul what are the two 
explicit exceptions for why believers may get divorced? [[by the 
way, many theologians/pastors would also say abuse falls 
under the exception given by Paul]]



6. Why should we be careful what we do around others? Does 
this mean we are living according to others’ convictions 
instead of our own? 

7. What did Jesus lay aside in Philippians 2:5-8? So what should 
we be willing to do? 

8. If we misuse our freedom, what are we doing? How could  
using our freedom actually be used to enslave someone else? 

9. Should we be willing to sacrifice our own enjoyment for 
others? Why is this difficult to do? 

10. What other areas, besides food sacrificed to idols, might this 
apply to? What are some of the most highly contested areas in 
our church?

Study Guide 
1 Corinthians 8 

November 13 & 14, 2021

1. How big of an issue is personal rights today? What is the main 
issue the Corinthian church is dealing with in this passage? 

2. What is the “knowledge” that Paul is referring to and how can 
it get in the way of loving other believers? 

3. What is the true fact of idols and eating food sacrificed to 
idols? 

4. Why is it important to have both the fact, but also have a 
primary motivation of love? 

5. What do you think it means to have your conscience defiled?

Read 1 Corinthians 8



5. The second half of verse 12 says, “BUT we did not use this right. 
On the contrary, we put up with anything rather than hinder 
the gospel of Christ.” What hindrance can you think of that 
might occur if Paul were to demand his rights? 

6. Read verse 19-23. All of us have people we connect with and 
skills we can use to minister. Paul says we are even rewarded 
for it! In what areas in the church do you serve? Do you have a 
group or a person that you are ministering to outside of the 
church (people at work, family, hobbies, school, etc.)? 

7. Do you realize that there is a reward for what you do? 23 I do all 
this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings. 
What do you think those blessings are? 

8. Read verses 24-27. Paul understood the discipline, focus, and 
purpose that was on his life to work for God the way he did. 
What does this look like for you? 

How can we intentionally “run the race” to get the prize? What 
is that prize? 

Finally, close in prayer. Ask the Holy Spirit to show each of you 
where He has called you to run the race (serve). If you are currently 
serving … thank you! Pray for strength for those who may be tired 
or unsure of the value of what they do in service to Christ through 
His church to both Christians in the church and the community at 
large. Pray for effectiveness in ministry that we “might win some”.

Study Guide 
1 Corinthians 9 

November 20 & 21, 2021

1. What have been your biggest take aways so far from this study 
of the first letter to the Corinthians? Are there any specific 
challenges that surprise you or feel particularly relevant? What 
about Paul’s responses? Has anything stood out to you? 

READ 1 Corinthians 9 
2. Can you think of a time in your life when you experienced a 

new level of freedom? What did it mean to you? 

3. Paul talks about his freedoms as an apostle. As we discussed 
this weekend, he is not one of the first twelve apostles, but he 
is an apostle. After reading verses 1-6, why does Paul feel he 
has the right to be viewed as an apostle and what does he say 
is his proof? 

What freedoms does he say he and Barnabas are not being 
afforded? 

4. Read verses 7-12. In a simple statement, simplify Paul’s logic as 
to why he should be given the rewards and freedoms of an 
apostle.



5. Read 1 Corinthians 1:13. What kind of temptations do we face 
according to this verse? What kind of temptations do we give 
in to? Why is it important for us to realize that the temptations 
we face are not insurmountable? 

6. Who sets the limits to our temptations? Some might see this 
and think that he is the reason that we are tempted. What 
does James 1:13-15 say? What is the correlation between God’s 
faithfulness and our temptation? 

7. We have rights, but that doesn’t mean that we should do 
whatever we want. What are three qualities that should help 
us determine our decisions according to verses 23-24? 

8. What should keep us from doing something we might 
normally do (vs. 28-29)? 

9. What should be the basis for everything that we do? What 
does that look like practically speaking in the day in and day 
out? What is the difference between what Paul is saying in 
verse 33 and being a people pleaser? 

10. What are ways in which you tell other believers in Christ to 
follow your example? What is the key in being able to say that 
(see 11:1)?

Study Guide 
1 Corinthians 10:1-11:1 

November 27 & 28, 2021

1. Have you ever known two siblings that had the same 
upbringing, but turned out completely different? What were 
some of those differences? 

READ 1 Corinthians 10:1-11:1 
2. The people of Israel had the same experience of God’s 

deliverance and provision, yet not all of them responded the 
same way. What were the same experiences they had in verses 
1-4? What is the warning in verse 5? 

3. As the people were being led out of slavery by God, what were 
their hearts set on? Practically, what did that look like (vs. 
7-10)? 

4. Can we attend or serve in church and still not have our hearts 
in the right place? What is the danger of going through the 
“spiritual motions”? How can we protect ourselves from having 
calloused hearts?



4. In verses 7-9, Paul is riffing off of Genesis 1:26-28 and Genesis 
2:15-25. Go check out those passages and jot down any 
significant observations you see about sex/gender. 

5. Regardless of the specific issue related to their physical heads, 
it’s clear that women (as well as men) were “praying and 
prophesying” when the church gathered in Corinth. Read 
ahead a bit and check out 14:1-3, 24-33 for some hints at what 
prophesying might have involved. What do you think 
“prophesying and praying” looks like in 21st century church 
gatherings? 

6. If Paul’s basic contention is that men and women shouldn’t 
dress/act in ways that blur the line between male/female OR 
draw undue attention to themselves … what might be some 
modern day applications? 

7. How would you talk through this issue with a brother or sister 
in Christ who says, “Spring Lake Church is not obeying 
Scripture? NONE of the women have their heads covered 
here!”? 

8. We know that our words/actions/dress are reflections of our 
heart and our heart motivation is what God really cares about! 
What do you do to “prepare your heart” to magnify God before 
you gather with other believers?

Study Guide 
1 Corinthians 11:2-16 

December 4 & 5, 2021

Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to you and then Read 1 Corinthians 
11:2-16 (out loud, two times if possible). 

1. Outside this passage there are only a few times in the New 
Testament where the word “head” is used figuratively. Look up 
these occurrences and jot down who “head” refers to and what 
it means. 
Ephesians 1:22 

Ephesians 4:15 

Colossians 1:18 

Colossians 2:10 

Colossians 2:19 

Ephesians 5:23 

2. In light of those passages, what do you think it means that “the 
head of every man is Christ, and the head of the woman is 
man, and the head of Christ is God”? 

3. There’s lots of debate about this passage, but virtually 
everyone agrees Paul wants men and women to either be 
distinguishable in either what they wear on their head or their 
hair. The argument is hard to follow, but what reasons does 
Paul give for this kind of sex/gender-specific differentiation?



5. What is the solution Paul offers so that they wouldn’t use the 
Lord’s Supper as merely a place to fill their appetites and 
thirst? No one is going to fill their belly with what we take at 
Spring Lake, but how could someone take communion 
inappropriately? 

6. Why did Jesus institute the Lord’s Supper? What is the bread 
and cup and it’s significance? Why do we take it? 

7. How is one “guilty of sinning against the body and the blood of 
the Lord” in verse 27? 

8. What must we do first before we take the Lord’s Supper in 
verse 28? What does that mean? 

9. In a few weeks, many will watch the ball come down in Times 
Square. How does communion serve as a countdown timer? 
Read Revelation 19:6-8 for a closing picture of the meal we 
have to look forward to.

Study Guide 
1 Corinthians 11:17-34 

December 11 & 12, 2021

Read 1 Corinthians 11:17-34 

1. What is the main point of Paul’s teaching in this latter half of 
Chapter 11? 

2. In what ways did they not observe the Lord’s Supper correctly? 
What is the danger of people just looking out for themselves in 
the church? In what ways does that happen today? 

3. What was Paul’s conclusion about the Corinthians’ gatherings 
in verse 17? What are some examples of things that, in theory, 
should be good, but in reality are the opposite? 

4. What does he mean in verse 20 that they meet together not to 
eat the Lord’s supper? How does this attitude reflect what 
happened among the disciples at the very first Lord’s Supper 
in Luke 22:24? What is the irony of what the disciples were 
arguing about? 



6. How would you encourage/admonish someone who says, “I’m 
just not feeling the need to participate in the life of the church. 
I can follow Jesus on my own.” 

7. How would you encourage someone who says, “I wish I could 
be a teacher or do something on the platform, but I’m not 
gifted that way. How important can I really be in the church”? 

8. How active is God in the makeup and roles of the body? Why is 
this important to remember and how does it impact how we 
treat one another? 

9. How does someone not using their gift in the church impact 
the body? How would it negatively impact the church if people 
saw serving as something for “the professionals”? 

10. What does Paul mean in verse 26, which says, “If one part 
suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every 
part rejoices with it”? 

Something to think about …  
Are you using your gift(s) in the body at Spring Lake?

Study Guide 
1 Corinthians 12 
December 18 & 19, 2021

Read 1 Corinthians 12 

1. What is one gift that is on your Christmas list? Is your desired 
gift practical or fun? What are some of the differences between 
the gifts we want for Christmas and the gifts mentioned in this 
chapter? 

2. Many can relate to the experience of the Corinthians. Their B.C. 
days were about going after things that couldn’t fulfill them. 
What is the difference Paul makes between what was pursued 
before Christ and what they now have? 

3. The Corinthians experienced a lot of division. We’ve seen it 
many times already in this letter. How do verses 4-6 bring 
focus to such division? What role does God play in our gifts? In 
our work? 

4. Whereas we might receive a Christmas gift that is just for us, 
what is the purpose of the gifts given to us by God in verse 7? 
What is the means of receiving such a gift (v. 11)? 

5. What does it mean to be one body? Does the church always 
act like this? What is the basis of being one? 



5. What is the relationship between love and gifts? How does 
love influence how we use our gifts? 

6. What is the key to loving as it says in verses 4-7? How would 
you encourage someone that says it’s impossible to love like 
that? 

7. What is something you did as a child that you no longer do? 
What is the point Paul is making between that point in verse 11 
and the use of gifts? What remains after our gifts are no longer 
necessary (“when completeness comes”)? 

8. Read 1 John 4:7-21. What important reasons do we have for 
loving one another based on this passage? When we love one 
another what are we doing? 

9. What is the basis for our love according to this passage in 1 
John? What are some of the shallow reasons we give for loving 
or not loving others?

Study Guide 
1 Corinthians 13 

January 1 & 2, 2022

Read 1 Corinthians 13 

1. Have you ever known a doctor who knew their stuff, but lacked 
bedside manner? What was your impression of that doctor? 
Similarly, as followers of Jesus, we can know our “stuff” and yet 
be missing out on the vitals. How do we miss out on the heart 
of things at times? 

2. In the last chapter, Paul explained the importance of using our 
gifts in the life of the church. He ended Chapter 12 with “And 
yet I will show you the most excellent way.” Why is love greater 
than the use of gifts? 

3. This chapter is often used at weddings or thought about in 
romantic relationships. However, the recipients that Paul is 
referencing is the church body. Why is the greater scope 
important to realize as opposed to limiting this to how we treat 
a spouse or loved one? 

4. What stands out about those who are using their gifts in 
verses 1-3? 



6. Paul tells them in verse 20 to stop thinking like children. Based 
on what you know about the Corinthians, how do you think 
they were thinking (or acting) like children? 

7. Why should the church be aware of her conduct according to 
verses 22-25? Why should the church not assume that 
everyone that attends services is a follower of Jesus? 

8. Based on what we read here (such as verses 26-33), how would 
you respond to someone who thinks that having order to 
services is limiting to the Holy Spirit? 

9. Verses such as 34-35 can be difficult to understand. What do 
you think we should do when the Bible makes controversial 
statements? 

10. What do you do to try to build up other believers? 

As you close … 
Pray that we will be a people who continually strive to 

build one another up, share Jesus with unbelievers, 
and do everything for the glory of God.

Study Guide 
1 Corinthians 14 

January 8 & 9, 2022

Read 1 Corinthians 14 

1. Based on what we’ve seen so far from Corinthians, what is the 
relationship between love and gifts? Based on verse 1, which 
one is to be pursued? What does that look like? 

2. What does it mean to build another believer up? What does 
that look like in practice? Who has been someone that has 
provided this for you? 

3. What is the purpose of the gift of prophesy according to verse 
3? How have you experienced those things at Spring Lake? 

4. What role does edification play in this chapter? How is it seen 
to be vital in the life of the church? 

5. How does this chapter speak against an individualistic mindset 
when it comes to our worship gatherings? How do verses 16-19 
apply to this? 



6. He goes on to say that if Christ hadn’t been raised we are to be 
pitied most of all. In what ways are you living that don’t make 
any sense and in fact are pitiable if Jesus is not raised from the 
dead? Think: in your family, career, finances, relationships, 
politics, free time, etc. 

7. 1 Corinthians 15:20-28 is a dense section connecting Jesus’ 
resurrection to our very own resurrection when Jesus returns. 
Wanna go deeper? Look up the following verses and write 
down what you learn:  
Isaiah 25:6-8 

Daniel 12:1-4 

Philippians 3:20-21 

Revelation 20:1-15 

8. What we believe about Jesus’ return and eternity (eschatology) 
effects how we live today. What are some ways the knowledge 
of Jesus’ resurrection (connected to our own future) impacts 
Paul’s life in verses 30-32? How does your hope of eternal life 
and the final resurrection impact the way you live your life 
today? 

9. In verses 33-34 Paul gets really practical. He calls us to check 
who we’ve let into our inner circle and check our lives. Is there 
anyone in your inner circle whose influence is corrupting your 
character? How? Maybe it’s not a person, but a news site, radio 
program, podcast, or youtube channel. What sin might God be 
asking you to repent of in these verses?

Study Guide 
1 Corinthians 15:1-34 

January 15 & 16, 2022

Pray and ask God to speak to you (and/or your group) and 
then read 1 Corinthians 15:1-34 out loud! 

1. Christians love to talk about “the gospel” (the good news). 
Before reading 1 Corinthians 15:1-34, how would you define the 
gospel? What would you include? How does Paul define it in 
verses 1-5? 

2. Paul says that we are saved by this gospel! I thought we were 
saved by Jesus! What does that mean? (Compare it with 
Romans 1:16) 

3. Why is Jesus’ resurrection essential to the gospel? What do we 
lose in the gospel if we don’t mention the resurrection? Jesus 
didn’t pay for sins when He rose from the dead … why did He 
need to be raised? (look at Romans 4:25 and take a moment to 
ponder it) 

4. Look at how Paul talks about his own ministry efforts in verse 
10. He says he works harder than anyone, but who gets the 
credit? How should that influence how we view our own 
“success” in following Jesus? 

5. In verses 12-19 we see that if Jesus was not raised from the 
dead our faith is useless. Why would that make our faith 
useless?


