
5. What is the relationship between love and gifts? How does 
love influence how we use our gifts? 

6. What is the key to loving as it says in verses 4-7? How would 
you encourage someone that says it’s impossible to love like 
that? 

7. What is something you did as a child that you no longer do? 
What is the point Paul is making between that point in verse 11 
and the use of gifts? What remains after our gifts are no longer 
necessary (“when completeness comes”)? 

8. Read 1 John 4:7-21. What important reasons do we have for 
loving one another based on this passage? When we love one 
another what are we doing? 

9. What is the basis for our love according to this passage in 1 
John? What are some of the shallow reasons we give for loving 
or not loving others?
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Read 1 Corinthians 13 

1. Have you ever known a doctor who knew their stuff, but lacked 
bedside manner? What was your impression of that doctor? 
Similarly, as followers of Jesus, we can know our “stuff” and yet 
be missing out on the vitals. How do we miss out on the heart 
of things at times? 

2. In the last chapter, Paul explained the importance of using our 
gifts in the life of the church. He ended Chapter 12 with “And 
yet I will show you the most excellent way.” Why is love greater 
than the use of gifts? 

3. This chapter is often used at weddings or thought about in 
romantic relationships. However, the recipients that Paul is 
referencing is the church body. Why is the greater scope 
important to realize as opposed to limiting this to how we treat 
a spouse or loved one? 

4. What stands out about those who are using their gifts in 
verses 1-3? 


