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The Red Pony
Mining for Examples
pp. 21-31

Themes:
· Being infallible
· Trust
Examples:
“It was almost dark when Billy Buck and Carl Tiflin came home. ‘When the rain started we put up at Ben Herche’s place, and the rain never let up all afternoon,’Carl Tiflin explained. Jody looked reproachfully at Billy Buck and Billy felt guility.

‘You said it wouldn’t rain,’ Jody accused him.

Billy looked away. ‘It’s hard to tell, this time of year,’ he said, but his excuse was lame. He had no right to be fallible and he knew it” (Steinbeck 23).

Billy Buck had originally told Jody that the rain would not come the whole day. However, the rain did come and Gabilan had gotten wet. It was a simple mistake on Billy Buck’s part but Jody did not see it that way. Billy Buck had always been the father figure in Jody’s life, the man who taught him about horses and animals. He tried to answer all of Jody’s questions. Billy Buck was Jody’s idol until this mistake, now Jody will not trust Billy Buck anymore. Many people have idols and believe that they are perfect. Perfection does not exist and the idea of it is made up by humans. No one is flawless.

Theme: 
· Being Helpless
Examples:

“Jody’s father joined the conversation then and lectured the boy a little. ‘A horse,’he said, ‘isn’t any lap-dog kind of thing.’ Carl Tiflin hated weakness and sickness, and he held a violent contempt for helplessness” (Steinbeck 23).

Jody’s father is the disciplinarian who hates weakness and he is not very good with children. Being helpless is one of the few things that make humans not perfect. There are times where a person wishes told help someone but the wish is not possible. For example, death and pain are one of the few things that makes a person helpless because you cannot prevent a person from dying or feeling pain. 

Theme: 
· Pain and Worry
Examples:
“Doubletree Mutt looked into the barn, his big tail waving provactively, and Jody was so incensed at his health that he found a hard black clod on the floor and deliberately threw it. Doubletree Mutt went yelping away to nurse a bruised paw” (Steinbeck 30).

Often in life when people are going through pain they might hurt others as well as themselves. Jody is upset that Gabilan might die but he takes out his pain and frustration on his dog, Doubletree Mutt. Sometimes a person is cruel and ruins the happiness of others to make themselves feel better, like a bully does. Pain is a  feeling of hurt that will not go away and it remains in your heart like a heavy weight. One of the few ways for Jody to get over the pain is for him to grow up.

“At nine o’clock the wind sprang up and howled around the barn. And in spite of his worry, Jody grew sleepy. He got into his blankets and went to sleep, but the breathy groans of the pony sounded in his dreams. And in his sleep he heard a crashing noise which went on and on until it awakened him. The wind was rushing through the barn. He sprang up and looked down the lane of stalls. The barn door had blown open, and the pony was gone” (Steinbeck 30).
Being worried is usually about something important that a person is afraid of losing or a feeling of uneasiness in the heart. Jody cares deeply about his pony Gabilan and he is afraid of losing Gabilan to Death. Losing something important makes a person regret things they have done or makes a person lose their mind.

The Red Pony
Mining for Examples
pp. 32-42 

Themes:

· Human Nature
· Longing 
Examples:
“ ‘I’ve got to do something you won’t want to see. You run up to the house for a while.’... Jody couldn’t have gone away if he had wanted to. It was awful to see the red hide cut, but infinitely more terrible to know it was being cut and not to see it” (Steinbeck 32). 


Jody cannot stand to know that Billy Buck is going to cut open his pony’s hide without him potentially even being there. This is not only because Jody loves Gabilan, it is because no matter what happens, when one knows of something, one cannot stand to not see it. It is in the human nature to want to acquire all of the knowledge in the world – and not only that, but it is of the human nature to have to see things to believe them. Not only is it in the human nature, but Jody simply loves Gabilan. Nobody can stand the thought of not being present when somebody they love is hurting – it is in our nature to want to hurt with the people we love. Jody is a quintessential character as far as the portrayal of humanness goes. He is nothing if not humane. He is willing to stand by the pony he loves and watch him be cut up because he knows it is better to have someone he loves suffer and get better than it is to have them suffer and die. Jody is like the rest of us – he believes fully that because he aspires for his pony to get better, then Gabilan must get better. So he stands there, just as anybody would, watching a loved one suffer. So he stays silent and endures. 


“Jody! Stop torturing that dog and find something to do!” 

Jody longs to hurt something – anything – in order to make Gabilan’s death alright somehow. So, he decides to prey on everything else he loves, including his dog, Doubletree Mutt. He feels that if he can hurt everything else good in his life, maybe he will understand why Gabilan had to die. It is something that many people wonder about, too: What have I done to deserve this? And because we cannot find the answer, we have to make ourselves deserve the ultimate punishment – having one of our loved ones taken away from us. So, we start to hurt things and do all of the unconventional things that can be done. Because in our somewhat twisted ways, we think: If I am to do something contemptible, then maybe I will be deserving of my punishment and everything will be okay. This could be what Jody is thinking when torturing his dog – he feels that if he can just hurt his dog, maybe his own hurt will go away because he will have deserved what he got. The reality of it is, however, that this is not the case. It will hurt just the same and even more if Jody hurts someone he loves because someone else he loved died and he has done nothing to deserve it. 

“Jody walked to the brush line and sat on the edge of the mossy tub. He looked down at the house and at the old bunkhouse and at the dark cypress tree. The place was familiar, but curiously changed. It wasn’t itself any more, but a frame for things that were happening” (Steinbeck 34). 

Jody looks at the cypress tree expecting something to be just as it was when Gabilan was healthy and not on the verge of death. Jody is looking for something familiar in his world gone awry. He feels that the world at least owes him that – something familiar that he can hold on to when the most familiar thing to him leaves him. Still, he looks out and sees such a familiar place curiously changed. It was dark, just as everything that was happening in his life at the time. “A frame for things that were happening” (Steinbeck 34) is what it was. The darkness of the unfamiliar situation would be the perfect frame for the “picture” of what he was going through. Gabilan dying was almost like a vague picture to him – a picture that he feels is of abstract and fictional things. And that is what the dark tree looks like to him – a dark frame for dark happenings. 

Themes:

· Love and Hate 
Examples:
“All morning Jody kept the wound open and the air passing in and out freely. At noon the pony lay wearily down on his side and stretched his nose out. 

Billy came back. ‘If you’re going to stay with him tonight, you better take a little nap” 

(Steinbeck 33). 


Jody is willing to stay up for hours on end and keep Gabilan’s wound open – he does not let his fatigue get the best of him. Jody was so caught up in how much he loved Gabilan that he could not even think about his own well being. That comes from a strong love – a type of love that can cause one to become ill. Even Jody could not stop keeping the wound open – he kept on going when some part of him knew that Gabilan’s death was inevitable in the coming day. And hate and love are also seen juxtaposed here. How can there be hate without love and vice versa? Jody hates Gabilan’s situation which makes him love Gabilan even more than he did when Gabilan was healthy. And that is something that most of us have in common – we do not love openly and freely until we are afraid that we cannot love at all. Jody is afraid of losing Gabilan – he hates the thought – so he in turn loves his pony even more in its last hours. 

“He looked up and saw a high circle of black buzzards, and the slowly revolving circle dropped lower and lower. The solemn birds soon disappeared over the ridge. Jody ran faster then, forced on by panic and rage. The trail entered the brush at last and followed a winding route among the tall sagebrushes” (Steinbeck 36). 

Love and hate are two intermixed emotions. It is impossible to hate anything without loving it first. Hate is sprung from love, it is love’s evil twin – its evil half. Because Jody feels such a strong love for Gabilan, he feels coerced to fight off all that is keeping Gabilan from having a peaceful death. He has decided to hate all that is dark and gloomy, regardless of the natures of all that he wants gone. It is in a buzzard’s nature to come after the remains of the dead. Still, Jody cannot accept that, nor can he accept that it is in life’s nature to come to an end. So, because of the deep love he feels, he cannot manage to feel anything but hate. 

The Red Pony
Mining for Examples
pp. 66-77

From “The Promise”

Themes:
· Replacement

· Broken Relationships

· Infallible

· Bounded Promises

· Loss of trust and Doubts

Examples:
“Jody skinned the grain from a grass stem and threw the handful into the air, so that each pointed, feathered seed sailed out like a dart. ‘Tell me how it will be, Billy. Is it like when cows have calves?’ 
‘Just about. Mares are a little more sensitive. Sometimes you have to – ’ he paused. 
‘Have to what, Billy?’ 
‘Have to tear the colt to pieces to get it out, or the mare’ll die.’ 
‘But it won’t be that way this time, will it Billy?’ 
‘Oh, no, Nelly’s thrown good colts’ ’’ (Steinbeck 66-67).

 Jody had always looked up to Billy Buck, like a father and son relationship. However, after the death of the red pony, Gabilan, the relationship between the two built strong fibers of tension. In “The Promise,” Jody constantly questions Billy Buck asking if he will get the colt and if everything will be alright. Even when Jody asks Billy Buck if the horse Nelly will throw good colts, Billy immediately agrees. However, in the end, it does not turn out this way.  Which confirms that Billy Buck is a fallible character. It illustrates for us, that even the best are not capable of being infallible

“Jody was tortured with a thing he had to say, although he didn’t want to. ‘Billy, you won’t let anything happen to the colt, will you?’ 
And Billy knew he was thinking of the red pony, Gabilan, and how it died of strangles. Billy knew he had been infallible before that, and now he was capable of failure. ‘I can’t tell,’ he said roughly. ‘All sorts of things might happen, and they wouldn’t be my fault. I can’t do everything’... he walked away from Jody and went to the saddle-room beside the barn, for his feelings were hurt” (Steinbeck 67-68).

Billy Buck realizes now that Jody was thinking of the red pony and Billy knows himself that he revealed to Jody that he is not infallible. It also reveals the torn relationship between Billy Buck and Jody after the death of the Red Pony.  This makes Billy sure not to build up Jody’s hope that he can do everything, which is why he roughly says that anything can happen and that it wouldn’t be his fault. Afterward, Billy leaves with his feelings hurt because Jody no longer looks up to him as highly and with the admiration he used to.

“He could see Nellie feeding on the slope... Jody saw a black, long-legged colt, butting against Nellie's flanks, demanding milk. And then he saw himself breaking a large colt to halter. All in a few moments the colt grew to be magnificent animal, deep of chest, with a neck as high and arched as a sea-horse neck, with a tail that tongued and rippled like black flame. This horse was terrible to everyone but Jody. In  the schoolyard the boys begged rides, and Jody smilingly agreed. But no sooner were they mounted than the black demon pitched them off. Why, that was his name Black Demon!” (Steinbeck 69).


Jody is imagining how his colt will be in the future and how majestic and magnificent it will be. Jody is trying to make the colt a replacement of his previous horse, Gabilan, by imagining it to be better than the other horse and more powerful. However, Jody imagines the colt to be mean-spirited as Gabilan was which reveals that Jody still hasn’t let go of Gabilan’s death and he wants to relive his moments with Gabilan through this colt and imagining how it will be in the future the way Gabilan would have been.

“He wished he believed everything Billy said as he had before the pony died...
‘Listen,’ he [Carl Tiflin] said, finally, ‘there’s not a man in this country that knows more about colts than Billy. You leave it to him.’ 
Words burst out of Jody’s mouth. ‘But the pony died – ’ ” (Steinbeck 76). 

This scene reveals Jody’s doubt and loss of trust in Billy after Gabilan died, and how Jody still doubts if Billy is doing the right thing or not. Before, Jody had always trusted Billy no matter what, but after the death of the red pony, it snap Jody to reality that Billy is not perfect and he can’t do everything.  He can’t forget the fact that Billy makes mistakes, and Jody can’t bear for something to go wrong with the colt. Jody wishes that things were the way they were before, and that he could just believe everything Billy says is right, however Jody knows he can’t which is why he has lost trust in Billy and constantly doubts him.

“Nelly was standing ridged and stiff. While they watched, she crouched. Her whole body was wrung with a spasm... 

Billy muttered nervously, ‘There’s something wrong... Oh Jesus,’ he said ‘It’s wrong... Its wrong I can’t turn it. It’s way wrong...’ 
He looked for a long questioning minute at Jody standing back at the stall. Then Billy stepped to the rack under the manure window and picked up a horseshoe hammer with his wet right hand. 
‘Go outside Jody,’ he said. 
The boy stood still and stared dully at him. 
‘Go outside, I tell you. It’ll be too late.’ 
Jody didn’t move. 
Then Billy Buck walked quickly to Nellie's head. He cried ‘Turn you face away, damn you, turn your face.’ 
This time Jody obeyed... Jody looked back in time to see the hammer rise and fall again on the flat forehead. Then Nellie fell heavily to her side and quivered for a moment. 
Billy jumped to the swollen stomach; his big pocket knife was in his hand. He sawed and ripped the tough belly... Billy dropped the knife. Both of his arms plunged into the ragged hole and dragged out a big wet dripping bundle. His teeth tore a hole in the covering... For a moment he held the little black colt in his arms and looked at it. And the he walked slowly over and laid it in the straw at Jody’s feet. 
‘There’s your colt. I promised. And there it is. I had to do it – had to... You’ll have to feed him by hand. But there’s your colt, the way I promised’ ” (Steinbeck 77-78). 


This scene shows how much Billy wanted to keep his promise to Jody, and how he really wanted Jody to be happy. Billy could not bear to have a broken promise and knew that he had to give the colt to Jody. Billy cares about how Jody feels and if Jody would have never gotten the colt, he would be heart broken. Since Billy Buck was a father figure to Jody, he couldn’t let Jody become upset without him getting upset with himself.  In fact Billy cares for Jody so much, that he is willing to go into the bloody mess of getting the colt out of Nellie. Billy cares and loves Jody so much that he just couldn’t break his promise that he bounded to Jody, not after what happened with the red pony. 

� Steinbeck, John. The Red Pony. New York: Penguin, 1992.
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