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Of Mice and Men
Mining For Examples

pgs. 60 - 71

Themes:

· Father and Son Relationship 

· Friendship and Love

· Limitations

· Loneliness

· Denial

· Innocence

· Strength and Weakness

Examples:

Theme:  Innocence

“His [Curley’s] eyes slipped on past and lighted on Lennie; and Lennie was still smiling with delight at the memory of the ranch. Curley stepped over to Lennie like a terrier. ‘What the hell you laughin’ at?’ Lennie looked blankly at him ‘Huh?’ Curley’s rage exploded...Lennie looked helplessly at George, and then got up and tried to retreat. Curley was balanced and poised. He slashed at Lennie with his left, and then smashed down his nose with a right. Lennie gave a cry of terror. Blood welled from his nose. ‘George,’ he cried ‘Make ’um let me alone, George’” (Steinbeck 61). 

Lennie has this certain innocence throughout this passage. Lennie is innocently thinking about the life on the ranch he will have with George and Candy, and he pictures an image of himself tending the rabbits. However even when Curley attacks him, Lennie still has this innocence because he doesn’t attack Curley back; he is innocent to the outside world and he doesn’t properly understand it. Lennie could have fought back, but he would have had a loss of innocence instead.  The only thing he can think of is call out for George because George is the only one who always knows what to do.     

Theme:  Father and Son Relationship

“George was on his feet yelling, ‘Get him, Lennie. Don’t let him  do it.’... Slim jumped up. ‘The dirty little rat,’ he cried, ‘I’ll get ’um myself.’ George put out his hand and grabbed Slim. ‘Wait a minute,’ he shouted. He cupped his hands around his mouth and yelled, ‘Get ’im Lennie!’ Lennie took his hands away from his face and looked about for George, and Curley slashed his eyes. The big face covered with blood. George yelled again ‘I said get him’” (Steinbeck 62). 

George and Lennie have a father and son relationship.  They have known each other for a long time and George has always taken care of Lennie. In this passage, like any father, George wants Lennie to stand up for himself. He wants Lennie to be strong and prove Curley wrong for attacking him, which is why George is encouraging Lennie to fight back.   

Theme:  Limitations, Strength and Weakness
“Curley’s fist was swinging when Lennie reached for it. The next minute Curley was flopping like a fish on a line, and his closed fist was lost in Lennie’s big hand. George ran down the room. ‘Leggo Lennie. Let go.’ But Lennie watched in terror the little man whom he held. Blood ran down Lennie’s face, one of his eyes was cut and closed. George slapped him in the face again and again, and still Lennie held on to the closed fist. Curley was white and shrunken by now, and his struggling had become weak. He stood crying, his fist lost in Lennie’s paw” (Steinbeck 62). 

Lennie has limitations, even if he doesn’t know it. Lennie is stuck in such terror to understand that he is crushing Curley’s hand. Lennie has limitations to reach out and understand. He has strength and weakness for he has strength physically, however he is limited and weak mentally.    

Theme:  Denial

“His [Crooks’] voice grew soft and persuasive. ‘S’pose George don’t come back no more. S’pose he took a powder and just ain’t coming back. What’ll you do then?’...‘He won’t do it,’ Lennie cried. ‘George wouldn’t do nothing like that. I’ve been with George for a long time. He’ll come back tonight--’ But the doubt was too much for him. ‘Don’t you think he will?’ Crooks’ face lighted with pleasure in his torture. ‘Nobody can’t tell what a guy’ll do,’ he observed calmly. ‘Le’s say he wants to come back but can’t. S’pose he gets killed or hurt so he can’t come back.’ Lennie struggled to understand. ‘George won’t do nothing like that,’ he repeated ‘George is careful. He won’t get hurt. He ain't never been hurt, ‘cause he’s careful’” (Steinbeck 70). 

Lennie is in denial.  He refuses to believe what Crooks is explaining. He depends on George and cannot bear to think that George would leave him. Lennie loves George as a father and needs him. Lennie knows that George cares for him even when he is mean to him. Even with Lennie having limitations, he still understands that George will never leave him behind.  

Theme:  Friendship and Love

“‘Well, s’pose, just s’pose he don’t come back. What’ll you do then?’ Lennie’s face wrinkled in apprehension. ‘I don’t know. Say, what you doin’ anyways?’ he cried. ‘This ain’t true. George ain’t got hurt.’...Suddenly Lennie’s eyes centered and grew quiet, and mad. He stood up and walked dangerously toward Crooks. ‘Who hurt George?’ he demanded. Crooks saw danger as it approached him. He edged back on his bunk to get out of the way. ‘I was just spposin’,’ he said. ‘George ain’t hurt. He’s alright. He’ll be back all right.’ Lennie stood over him ‘What are you supposin’ for? Ain’t nobody goin’ to suppose no hurt to George.’ Crooks removed his glasses and wiped his eyes with his fingers. ‘Jus’ set down,’ he said. ‘George ain’t hurt.’ Lennie growled back into his seat on the nail keg. ‘Ain’t nobody goin’ to talk no hurt to George,’ he grumbled” (Steinbeck 70). 

This shows the strong bond of friendship and love between George and Lennie.  Even the assumption of George getting hurt will make Lennie spring up and attack. It’s not only George caring for Lennie, but Lennie caring for George too. The two characters have known each other for a long time and it was always their job to look after one another, to have each other’s backs. 

Theme:  Lonliness

“Crooks said gently, ‘Maybe you can see now. You got George. You know he’s goin’ to come back. S’pose you didn’t have nobody. S’pose you couldn’t go into the bunk and play rummy ’cause you was black. How’d you like that? S’pose you had to sit out here an’ read a books. Sure you could play horseshoes till it got dark, but then you got to read some books. Books ain’t no good. A guy needs somebody--to be near him.’ He wined, ‘A guy goes nuts if he ain’t got nobody. Don’t make no difference who the guy is, long’s he’s with you. I tell ya,’ he cried, ‘I tell ya a guy gets too lonely an’ he gets sick’”(Steinbeck 71). 

Crooks realizes the strong connections between Lennie and George. He relates to himself in this passage of how a guy has got to have someone beside him, or else he’ll go insane from such loneliness. It doesn’t matter who the person is as long as they’ve got a friend. Crooks admires the relationship between George and Lennie, but he is starving to have someone to talk to, someone to be friends with because he is filled with loneliness. Friends are important and they will always be, without them, you will go crazy.  

Of Mice and Men
Mining For Examples

pgs. 82 - 96

Themes:

· Denials

· Replacements

· Longings and Namelessness

Examples:

Theme: Denials
“And Lennie said softly to the puppy, ‘Why do you got to get killed? You ain’t so little as mice. I didn’t bounce you hard.’ He bent the pup’s head up and looked in its face, and he said to it, ‘Now maybe George ain’t gonna let me tend no rabbits, if he fin’s out you got killed’ ” (Steinbeck 83). 

Lennie uses the puppy as a scapegoat for its own death. This is because Lennie does not want to admit that he has killed something again and risk George not allowing  him tend to the rabbits. If he blames it on somebody else, then maybe it will be okay for everyone – maybe George will not be mad and will let him tend to the rabbits. George will be happy, Lennie will be happy, and everything will be good. It’s obvious that Lennie is in denial in this passage because he never once admits that he killed the puppy himself and it was not the puppy’s fault that it died. If Lennie denies what he has done, then it makes it okay. If one wants something that’s not physically there, then to imagine it is there will make it okay – will truly make it there. This is a recurring theme throughout the whole novel – denial.  Because what Steinbeck writes is all about truth – only the things that truly happen to people, to real people. Steinbeck does not just write a story that came into his head, but he writes about the world, and even if we have a faster or greater mental capacity than Lennie, we are all exactly the same as him. We are all in denial about the world and we use scapegoats as infinitesimal as the mouse is compared to Lennie, or as big as Lennie’s fate is in comparison to himself. 

Theme:  Replacements
“Don’t you worry none. He was jus’ a mutt. You can get another one easy. The whole country is full of mutts” (Steinbeck 85).

This whole section of the book proves that there are not replacements for everything – that one cannot “get another one easy” (Steinbeck 85). In this passage, Steinbeck could be using the word “mutt” as a euphemism for the foreshadowed death of Curley’s wife, who dies later in this section of reading. If the whole country is full of people, why does it matter if one is dead and gone? But what Lennie has to learn is that it does matter – not just to him, who will not get to tend the rabbits, but to those who the deceased is close with. Sure, Curley can get a new wife because the whole world is full of people, and he may even be able to get one easily, but the point of the matter is that soon enough, one begins to believe that everything is replaceable. And Lennie always frets about a matter until somebody tells him it is okay. Because it is true, everything can be replaced, until it just can’t. And that is something that everyone must learn – a mutt may be able to be replaced since the whole world is full of them, but can a human also be replaced – the whole world is full of them? 

Theme:  Longings and Namelessness
“Coulda been in the movies, an’ had nice clothes--all them nice clothes like they wear. An’ I coulda sat in them big hotels, an’ had pitcherrs took of me. When they had them previews I coulda went to them, an’ spoke in the radio, an’ it wouldn’ta cost me a cent because I was in the pitcherr. An’ all them nice clothes like they wear. Because this guy says I was a natural” (Steinbeck 86). 

As with most of the other characters in Of Mice and Men, Steinbeck makes Curley’s wife, a character so negligible that a name was not even bestowed upon her, long for things. And supposedly that is natural, because all humans, even the ones we meet that may be negligible to us, have longings and regrets. Curley’s wife has ambitions that she gave up to live a life that was not fulfilling for her. The way she says this to Lennie shows that she could have had all of these things that she strove for, but she defaulted to a life that she did not want – to an unwanted, miserable life. That could be a reason that she is nameless – she is too weak to understand herself and what she wants in life, so how could anybody else understand her? How can a person be known by others if they do not even know themselves. People have to have a name to give out, otherwise they are identified by those whom they allow to own them. In this woman’s case, she is owned by her husband, Curley, so is therefore called “Curley’s wife.” The most important part of her statement is: “Because this guy says I was a natural.” The longing for this life that she imagines becomes all the more palpable with this one line. Because a man tells her that she is a natural, she must be. One would wonder, could that be a reason that she married Curley? Maybe at one point he told her she was a natural. He took away all her longings for a second, and made her focus on being a natural. Is that all she needs? For a man to tell her she is a natural? This is why she is nameless – because all those who see her define her as they want her to be, not as she truly is. And she allows it. 

Of Mice and Men
Mining For Examples

pgs. 90 - 105

Themes:

· Friendship

· Regret

· Euthanasia

· Ignorance

· Sympathy

Examples:

Theme: Friendship

“George took off his hat. He said shakily, ‘Take off your hat, Lennie. The air feels fine.’ Lennie removed his hat dutifully and laid it on the ground in front of him. The shadow in the valley was bluer, and the evening came fast. On the wind the sound of crashing in the brush came to them. Lennie said, ‘Tell how it’s gonna be.’ George had been listening to the distant sounds. For a moment he was business-like. ‘Look acrost the river, Lennie, an’ I’ll tell you so you can almost see it.’ Lennie turned his head and looked off across the pool and up the darkening slopes of the Gabilans” (Steinbeck 102)

“ ‘You...an’ me. Ever’body gonna be nice to you. Ain’t gonna be no more trouble. Nobody gonna hurt nobody nor steal from ‘em.’ Lennie said, ‘I though you was mad at me, George.’ ‘No,’ said George. ‘No, Lennie. I ain’t mad. I never been mad, an’ I ain’t now. That’s a thing I want ya to know.’ The voices came close now. George raised the gun and listened to the voices. Lennie begged, ‘Le’s do it now. Le’s get that place now.’ ‘Sure, right now. I gotta. We gotta’ ” ( Steinbeck 103).

Within these two passages, George is shown as a true friend because he knows that Lennie will die at his hand but he wants Lennie to be happy right before he dies. He knows that if Lennie can be happy then he will forget everything that has happened. The last memory Lennie has is where their goal is finally achieved. Friendship is loyalty and understanding of another person. George is loyal until the very end. This is the proper way to say goodbye to a friend, by showing them that they have finally accomplished their dreams. He wants Lennie to know that he was not mad at him so he wouldn’t regret saying something terrible. He says this to Lennie because their dream will not come true.

Theme: Regret and Euthanasia

“The hand shook violently, but his face set and his hand steadied. He pulled the trigger. The crash of the shot rolled up the hills and rolled down again. Lennie jarred, and then settled slowly forward to the sand, and he laid without quivering. George shivered and looked at the gun, and then he threw it from him, back on the bank, near the pile of old ashes. The brush seemed filled with cries and with the sound of running feet” (Steinbeck 104).

George regrets killing Lennie even though he had no choice. Euthanasia is mercy killing, it is a true act of friendship that George has done because he cannot bear to see Lennie suffering the pain of getting “shot in the guts” or being locked up. He had no choice but to kill Lennie himself. It was very hard for George to do this because this was his best friend. It even sends chills down his spine because he just killed his best friend and it will haunt him for the rest of his life. It is very hard to kill your best friend because you share a past with them. This euthanasia was to save his best friend, even though Lennie would feel pain for a short period of time. It was a tragic event in the book and it was very painful for George. George throws the gun away because it is a symbol of evil – because he killed Lennie with the gun. 

Theme: Ignorance and Sympathy

“Slim twitched George’s elbow. ‘Come on, George. Me an’ you’ll go in an’ get a drink.’ George let himself be helped to his feet. ‘Yeah, a drink.’ Slim said, ‘You hadda, George. I swear you hadda. Come on with me.’ He led George into the entrance of the trail and up toward the highway. Curley and Carlson looked after them. And Carlson said, ‘now what the hell ya suppose is eatin’ them two guys’(Steinbeck 105)

George still hasn’t recovered from the fact that he just killed his best friend so he is in a daze. Slim goes to George, telling him to get a drink because he know that George is in daze of regret and pain. Slim is trying to be as sympathetic as possible though it is something that nobody should experience. Meanwhile Carlson is wondering what is up because he is ignorant of the fact that George just lost his best friend because he had to kill him. People like Curley and Carlson could never understand what it is like to lose someone very close to you while Slim is the only person who can comfort George. This shows that there are two types of people in this world: sympathetic people who understand someone else’s pain and others who don’t have the heart to understand the pain and situation.  They live in ignorance for the rest of their lives.
� Steinbeck, John. Of Mice and Men. New York: Penguin, 1994





