Four Corners Topics
Throughout the novel there are many topics to discuss and debate. Below is a starter set of some of the more prominent topics that can easily be converted into a Four Corners Debate.
· Chapter 4
· Sin and virtue
· Strongly agree with Casy
· Agree with Casy
· Disagree with Casy
· Strongly disagree with Casy
· Prison: reform or punishment (refer to example on page 36)
· Reform
· Punishment
· Both
· Neither
· Chapter 6
· Connection to the land, being part of the land is a recurring theme in many of Steinbeck’s works. Do you believe this concept is as important today as Steinbeck felt it was?
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
· Re-read what Muley says about Willy Feeley (55). Consider things from Willy’s perspective. What do you think about Willy’s choice?
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
· Chapter 8
· Who is the true leader of the family? This is a recurring topic and should be debated several times throughout the novel.
· Ma
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Pa
· Grampa
· Tom
· Ma has no name. Summarize the ideas students have about this into 4 options. Each option is a corner in the debate.
· Chapter 12
· Police at the California border. 
· They were wrong to guard the border.
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
· Their actions are the same as the Border Patrol at our international borders.
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
· Chapter 13
· Grampa died. Who is to blame?
· No one, he would have died anyway.
· The banks and the big land owners. They pushed him off his land.
· Al – he should have created more shade for everyone in the back of the truck.
· The entire family – they drugged him and took him along.
· Chapter 14
· “For man, unlike any other thing organic or inorganic in the universe, grows beyond his work, walks up the stairs of his concepts, emerges ahead of his accomplishments” (150). Steinbeck is alluding to the Enlightenment concept of humanity’s inevitable progress. Is Steinbeck correct? Can also alter this to debate whether or not this is a “good” or “bad” reality.
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
· Chapter 15
· Mae is a compassionate person
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
· Chapter 16
· Who is the leader of the family now?
· Ma
· Pa
· Tom
· Casy
· Chapter 19
· Who has sacrificed the most?
· Grampa
· Granma
· Ma
· Someone else
· Chapter 20
· Connie betrayed the family when he left. Ask this same question of Noah. And then of Casy.
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
· Chapter 24
· The migrants should form a militia or a “turkey shootin’ club” for protection. Then, instead of migrants, choose a different marginalized group.
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
· Chapter 26
· Ma was right to try to keep the family together.
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
· Chapter 28
· Ma was always the leader of the family
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
· Chapter 30
· Is the family broken?
· Yes
· No
· No, but they are not as strong as they once were
· No, but they are stronger than they ever were
· The novel ends in despair (or hope)
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
