
 

Page 1 Member for Light 

 

 

House of Assembly 

 

 

 

 

Tony Piccolo MP 

Extract from Hansard 

 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 

MOTOR SPORT 

(MISCELLANEOUS) 

AMENDMENT BILL 

Tuesday 14 June 2022 

 

               Second Reading 

 
The Hon. A. PICCOLO (Light) 
(16:01): I would like to speak briefly 

in support of the bill to re-create the 
Motorsport Board. While this bill is 
dedicated to creating the 

Motorsport Board, which will 
oversee the Adelaide 500 plus other 

motorsport events, the focus—in 
terms of community focus—is on 
the Adelaide 500. When the 

previous government announced 
that it was cancelling the event, I 
must confess I was quite surprised 

at the reaction of the community. It 
was quick, it was strong and it was 

quite negative towards the 
government of the day. 

People in this state like their 

motorsports. Right across my 
electorate, I had people write to me, 

email me and phone my office 
saying that they would be prepared 
to support and work on my 

campaign and do what we had to do 
to bring the Adelaide 500 back. Not 
only that, they said they would tell 

their friends in other electorates to 
do the same to make sure a Labor 

government was elected. For a lot of 
people, this was a defining issue. 

 

I am not a person who is huge on 

motorsport; it is not my thing. 
Importantly, as an MP I am there to 
make sure that we represent the 

views and the aspirations of our 
community, and I was prepared to 

support them. In fact, they had a 
rally in my town to support the 
return of the Adelaide 500, and 

there were car enthusiasts—not 
just people who like to race cars but 
people who have an interest in cars 

and the history of cars; there were 
people involved in various car clubs, 

historical car clubs—for whom 
cancelling the 500 was like killing 
off the car industry, which the 

federal Liberals did in this country. 
It was like redoing that again— 

An honourable member: Shame! 

The Hon. A. PICCOLO: —that's 
correct, 'Shame!'—to this country. 

When you see the sums about what 
the Adelaide 500 and other 
motorsport industries bring to this 

state, people just did not 
understand why the Liberal 
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government of the day would 

actually cancel the event. 

Our leader, Peter Malinauskas, at 

the time made the bold decision, the 
correct decision, the right 
decision—that if elected we would 

bring the event back. I am glad to 
hear that it is coming back on 1 to 

4 December this year, if my memory 
serves me correctly. In addition to 
that event, though, are a whole 

range of other things. I think it is 
important to put some facts on the 
record because there is a lot of 

economic and cultural justification 
for bringing back a board that will 

oversee all these events. 

For example, in 2019 the Adelaide 
500 generated over $45 million in 

economic activity in this state. 
While a lot of the activity was in the 

city area, it also spilled out into the 
suburbs and country areas. People 
came here for that event and then 

went to the wine regions as well, so 
they made a trip of it. People 
enjoyed the whole state because of 

that event. That brings me to the 
next point, that events like that lift 

the profile of Adelaide as a city and 
the profile of the state of South 
Australia not only in Australia but 

also right across the world, and it 
helps our tourism industry. 

Given what we have been through 
in the last couple of years because 
of COVID, we need all the support 

we can get. We need to make sure 
that people understand that 
Adelaide is open for business, that 

Adelaide is open for tourism and 
that Adelaide is a place to come to 

see a whole range of things. In fact, 
the 2019 Adelaide 500 event 
attracted 250,000 people to the 

CBD. It would have to be one of the 
biggest events, if not the biggest 
event, in South Australia. I think 

the pageant might be just a little bit 

bigger. It has been a few years since 

I went to the pageant (my boys, who 
are now 34 and 32, are a little bit 

old for the pageant), but I certainly 
remember the hundreds of 
thousands of people who lined the 

streets of Adelaide. 

Again, it brings a sense of vitality, a 

sense of excitement to our town. It 
is an event with quite a wide appeal. 
Young men, older men, young 

women, older women, all sorts of 
people actually like this event. 
When it was announced that the 

Liberal government would axe the 
event, it surprised me that concerns 

came from a cross-section of the 
community, and I was surprised to 
get a lot of emails from women 

saying, 'This is a bad thing.' This is 
an event that is worthy of our 

support. The reintroduction of the 
Motorsport Board will make sure 
that the government provides some 

leadership in conjunction with the 
board to the motorsport industry. 
For these reasons, I fully support 

the bill. 


