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The Hon. A. PICCOLO (Light) 

(12:44): Mr Speaker, thank you for 
the opportunity to speak to the 
Address in Reply. First of all, I 

would like to thank the Governor, 
the Hon. Frances Jennifer 
Adamson AC, for her speech 

opening the First Session of the 
Fifty-Fifth Parliament. I would also 

take this opportunity to 
acknowledge her service to both 
the state and our nation over many 

years and look forward to working 
with her over the coming years. I 

would also like to acknowledge the 
Kaurna people as the traditional 
owners of the land that this 

parliament is built and deliberates 
upon. 

Mr Speaker, I would like to 

congratulate you on your re-
election as Speaker. I would like to 

take this opportunity to also 
congratulate other members who 
were elected at the recent election, 

in particular those who were 
elected for the first time. I look 
forward to seeing you progress and 

grow as members of parliament. 

I would also like to acknowledge 

the contribution made by those 
members who are no longer in this 
chamber. Political life can 

sometimes be very unpredictable 

and unforgiving and at each 
election sitting members are never 
assured of returning to this place 

after the election, so I would 
particularly like to acknowledge 
the contribution made by those 

members on both my side of 
politics and also the Liberal Party 

side of politics who did not make it 
back to this place. 

This is my fifth election and my 

fourth re-election and on every 
occasion I never entered a 

campaign thinking that my re-
election was a certainty. In fact, I 
can still recall members—I should 

say opposite, but they are 
alongside me—who, when I was in 
my first term, often would call me a 

'oncer'. I remember reading in 
Hansard on a number of occasions 

that I was a 'oncer', so I have 
certainly proved those members 
wrong. The other thing is that I am 

still here and they are not. 

Each election is different. There are 
different electoral boundaries. I do 

not have to tell some members in 
this chamber about the impact of 

different electoral boundaries. 
There are different electoral 
boundaries, different issues, 
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different circumstances, different 

party leaders and different 
dynamics. All those things work 

together to bring different 
responses and different results at 
different elections. While I was 

hopeful of re-election at the recent 
election, I was surprised at both 

my personal and the party result 
we received. From a party position, 
while the result was very pleasing 

it did go a bit beyond what I 
expected, and that is a testament 
to the leadership of our party. 

As I said, the statewide result is a 
testament to the great leadership of 

the state ALP at both the 
parliamentary and organisational 
levels and it is no secret that our 

party leader, the Hon. Peter 
Malinauskas, our Premier, is a 

person who is highly regarded in 
our community. He certainly was a 
person I was more than happy to 

have in my electorate at any time 
because I knew that every time he 
came to visit my electorate my vote 

would go up in my electorate. I am 
not sure that all MPs can say that 

about their party leaders—just ask 
some of the federal Liberal 
members. 

Before I return to the Governor's 
thoughtful speech, I would like to 

take this opportunity to thank a 
number of people who made my re-
election possible. The reality is that 

none of us in this place are elected 
on our own basis; we have a 
number of people who support us, 

either as party members or 
volunteers or who believe in us at a 

personal level. 

First of all, I must thank the people 
of the Light electorate for placing 

their trust in me once again, and 
in record numbers. My last result 
was my best result in an electoral 

sense, and I thank those people 

who voted for me in what is, if I am 

completely honest about it, not a 
natural Labor seat, so I am very 

appreciative of the people who were 
prepared to cross party lines and 
support me. 

I would like to acknowledge the 
contribution made to my re-

election by my campaign team. I 
would like to acknowledge Isaac, 
Pat, Max, Rebecca, Cody and 

Stefan, who sat on my campaign 
committee and worked many 
endless hours on weekends and 

nights to meet and discuss what 
needed to be done. I would also 

like to thank a number of 
volunteers in addition to my 
campaign committee, who made 

hundreds of phone calls, stuffed 
thousands of envelopes and at all 

times did it with a smile and did it 
for the cause. I would like to thank 
Joan, Maureen, Charles, Mary, 

Denise, Trevor and Terry, who 
amongst them have probably 
stuffed tens of thousands of 

envelopes and made thousands of 
phone calls to make sure the 

message from the Labor Party and 
me as a local member got out to 
the community. 

I would also like to acknowledge 
my previous staff, because all of 

them have deserted me now to go 
into higher positions. I would like 
to thank my previous staff: Akram 

Arifi, who is now working for 
ministers in some capacity; my 
previous trainee, Ben, who was 

there for part of the time; and my 
new trainee, Hayden, who started 

in January. They worked in their 
own time to support me in the 
campaign—and on a trainee's 

wage, which is interesting, because 
they gave up a lot of their personal 
time to work on the campaign. 
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There are over 100 other 

volunteers whom I will not mention 
by name because I just do not have 

time, but I would like to 
acknowledge them for handing out 
how-to-vote cards, letterboxing, 

making phone calls, putting up 
corflutes, etc. to make sure the 

message got across. I would also 
like to acknowledge those people 
who were not members of the party 

or volunteers who took some of my 
corflutes down and souvenired 
them. In fact, knowing that would 

happen I actually had a 
competition to see who could make 

the best re-use of my corflutes in 
an environmentally sustainable 
way. I have picked a family who 

have now won a prize and will have 
dinner at Parliament House. They 

have turned my corflutes into 
jigsaw puzzles—I am not sure if 
that is a message that I am a bit of 

a puzzle or whatever, but their kids 
do actually put me together from 
time to time. 

I would also like to thank a 
number of people—and this is a big 

thank you, because often in 
communities it is one thing for 
people who are committed to the 

party to stick their necks out and 
support you, but it is something 

else for people in business, 
community life or sport to actually 
support a particular candidate, 

and at election time it comes with 
its dangers. I would like to thank 
all those people in small business 

in my community, those people 
who work in various community 

organisations, and those people 
involved in various sporting 
organisations who were prepared 

to personally endorse me as a 
candidate worthy of their support 
and election. 

One of the first things I look 
forward to doing in this term of 

parliament is ensuring that all pre-

election commitments made on 
behalf of the party are delivered to 

the people of the electorate of 
Light. I am reassured both by the 
Treasurer and other ministers that 

those things will be delivered. I 
look forward to receiving the 

budget on Thursday with these 
items listed in the budget, to make 
sure we deliver to those 

communities those valuable social 
infrastructure projects that are so 
important to so many in our 

community. 

As one of the earlier speakers 

mentioned, election outcomes 
bring with them certain messages. 
It is certainly true that no election 

is won on one single issue, but 
there are a number of issues that 

actually influence electoral results. 
On my side of politics, I think our 
leader, Peter Malinauskas, was 

able to communicate a bold vision 
for the state—a vision which people 
clearly agreed with. I look forward 

to working with him and other 
members of my party to ensure 

that that vision is realised for the 
benefit of our community. 

We had strong policies right across 

the board, whether it was creating 
jobs through the hydrogen plan, 

which actually not only delivers 
jobs but also creates a greener 
environment, which is very 

important, or in the regions. I look 
forward to that taking place. We 
have a range of policies that will 

modernise not only our economy 
but our education system and our 

health system and also make sure, 
as part of our role on this planet, 
that we leave this planet in a 

better, healthier position for the 
generations to come. The message 
from both our election in this state 

and the election at the federal level 
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is that people do want action on 

climate change. 

This is not just inner-city trendies, 

whom personally I do not have a 
huge affiliation with. These are 
people I spoke to in my 

community, not only young people 
but even people on the land. 

Farmers understand the 
environment, farmers understand 
why the environment is important 

to their livelihood and they 
understand that, whatever you call 
it, things are different and we need 

to address the contribution that 
people have made to our 

environment, to our climate. That 
was quite clear. Only those people 
who have no vision do not 

understand that message now. 

I would just like to touch upon one 

thing that I think is very 
important. It is not only important 
for both the Liberal Party here who 

lost and the Liberal Party federally 
who lost at the last election 
recently but is true of all 

governments: you have to be 
careful of making sure that you do 

not start getting involved in hubris. 
Hubris is like a cancer in the 
political system, which people at 

the grassroots level understand. 
They understand when 

governments are not telling them 
the truth. They understand when 
governments are misleading them. 

People understand that they want 
their governments to do the right 
thing by them and to be honest 

with them. They do understand 
that sometimes governments have 

to give bad news to the community. 
They respect you when you are 
honest with them, and they punish 

you when you treat them like 
mugs. When you behave with 
hubris, you treat them like mugs. 

Standing up at news conferences 

and saying repeatedly, 'Well, I 

know nothing about that,' may be 
smart politics, or may be seen to 

be smart politics, but I can tell you 
that to the person in the street it is 
not. People see, particularly 

amongst leaders, that is not a trait 
that is worthy of support. 

While this message is initially for 
those parties who have lost 
government, I think it is also 

important to my government and 
my party—to make sure that we do 
not get involved in that sort of 

politics. That is quite clear. I will 
come back to that because the 

Governor's speech touches upon 
our adversarial system, how we 
need to work better together and 

what our community expects from 
us. 

I will now turn to some of the 
specifics in the Governor's speech. 
I thought that the Governor's 

speech was very thoughtful and 
that some parts of it are worthy of 
being repeated here, to explain 

what they actually mean in terms 
of policies in this term of 

government. One I will just touch 
on very quickly is the first point 
she made. I will quote the 

Governor. In her speech, she said, 
when referring to us: 

You each have your own loyalties, 
your own priorities, and your own 
areas of personal interest. But the 

necessarily adversarial nature of 
Parliament should not overshadow 
the far greater qualities that unite 

you all, most significantly your 
desire to make a meaningful 

difference in the lives of South 
Australians as evidenced by your 
embrace of Parliamentary service. 

What the Governor was asking us 
to do is go beyond party politics 
and put our community first on 
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every occasion. That is very 

important. What I would like to 
finish on in a second, when I will 

ask leave to continue my 
comments, is that democracy has 
to be more than just the elections 

every three or four years. People 
demand a greater say in their 

communities. We need to work 
through that and we need to 
develop a much more participatory 

democracy. I now seek leave to 
continue my remarks. 

Leave granted; debate adjourned. 

The Hon. A. PICCOLO (Light) 
(16:22): Just before lunch, when I 

was speaking to the Address in 
Reply I got to the point about how 
we can strengthen our democracy 

and how we can ensure we have a 
much more participatory 

democracy to ensure more voices 
are heard. 

One of the things we often hear 

discussed in the political debate 
and political discussion these days, 
and also generally in common, is 

the use of the word 'diversity'. I 
have no objection to using the 

word 'diversity'; we need to 
diversify our institutions. We need 
to diversify our political culture. 

We need to diversify to make sure 
that people from different 

backgrounds have an opportunity 
to participate fully in the political 
process. 

The only caveat I would have to 
that is that diversity has seemed to 
have taken on a certain meaning, 

and I believe at times excludes one 
of the key groups in our 

community, and that is those who 
are economically and politically 
less powerful in our society, the 

people who are poor. When we talk 
about diversity, I rarely hear how 
we are actually going to engage 

with people who lack the economic 

and political power to participate in 
our process. 

Generally speaking, those people 
who lack economic and political 
power also generally—and I say 

'generally'—do not have good 
education. They generally live in 

certain suburbs. They generally 
live in certain housing, etc. So, if 
we are going to have a much more 

participatory democracy, a 
democracy that reflects true 
diversity, we need to make sure we 

tackle this group, the group that is 
hit the hardest when the economy 

is in decline, the group that is not 
heard when we have a whole range 
of reforms. 

In this term, I will be endeavouring 
to work out how I as an MP—and I 

will call on other MPs—can ensure 
that we hear the voices of the poor 
in our community. These are the 

people who do not get counted in 
the census because they are 
homeless. These are the people 

who do not actually write to 
newspapers for a whole range of 

reasons, including lack of 
confidence. They do not participate 
in the political process because 

they do not understand what is 
involved. More importantly, as we 

have an increasing amount of our 
democracy based in technology, 
this group of people is left behind 

even further. 

I go to community meetings from 
time to time where I see a lot of 

white middle-class people rock up. 
I have no problem with that; that is 

fine, but it is not good enough 
anymore. We need to ensure that, 
if we are going to avoid the 

cleavages we see in America and 
some other countries, we need to 
reduce inequality in this country. 

We can only reduce inequality in 
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this country if the people who are 

not listened to—the poor—do get a 
voice. It is in our interests to 

protect our democracy, to reduce 
inequality and to give greater 
power to those who have the least. 

My plea is that when people start 
to talk about diversity in politics 

they make sure they include that 
group of people, which I believe is 
about 20 to 25 per cent of our 

population who live in poverty. Not 
only adults but their children do 
not get a voice. They are the ones 

who do not demand things at their 
school and do not do well at 

school, so that cycle continues. I go 
back to the next quote of the 
Governor's wonderful speech, and I 

quote: 

Since the establishment of the first 

State Parliament, South Australia 
has benefited from the vision of 
Premiers with courage to do what 

is right and necessary. 

We have had a number of those. 
Certainly, our current Premier is 

one who would fit that category 
quite easily. We have had premiers 

like Don Dunstan, who at the time 
spoke against what was the 
common view; we have had 

premiers like Playford, who at the 
time did bold things—and we will 

put aside for the moment the 
gerrymander. He nationalised 
energy power to create ETSA and 

he made sure that power and water 
were available to ensure that we 
had industrial development in this 

state. He also put a lot of emphasis 
on accommodation and housing for 

workers. So I am confident that 
our new Premier will be in that 
forum of premiers with vision. 

We also need to understand that 
inequality hits a lot of people. 
There are many small farmers, 

there are many small business 

people, there are a range of people 
who are less economically and 

politically powerful. In the 
parliament before last, we 
addressed some of those matters 

when Minister Koutsantonis 
introduced a small business 

commissioner bill to ensure that 
small business that had problems 
dealing with big business had 

somebody on their side of the 
court. The bill, which was designed 
to support small business, was 

opposed by the Liberal Party. Years 
later, they saw the merits and 

added to that bill, which we 
supported as well. Farmers 
benefited from that action as well. 

Another matter was brought to our 
attention by the Governor when 

talking about how we respond to 
the global pandemic, and I quote: 
'That means improving our 

provision of mental health care.' I 
am sure there is not one MP in this 
place who has not had a phone 

call, a visit, an email or a letter 
from somebody in their electorate 

who is in dire need of specialised 
mental health care for themselves 
or their family or, in some cases, 

students in the school ground. I 
cannot speak for the eastern 

suburbs, which may be a bit 
different, but I can certainly speak 
for the northern suburbs and in 

particular Gawler, where there is a 
shortage in terms of the provision 
of mental health care. 

If a person needs mental health 
care today in those areas, try to 

ring a GP in terms of primary 
health care and their books are 
closed. Try to find a GP who 

specialises in mental health care. 
We do have one in Gawler; we are 
fortunate—Dr Naomi Rutten 

specialises in mental health care. 
After three months of opening up 
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her practice, she had to close the 

books. She has more patients than 
she can actually deal with, and she 

has had to close her books on 
mental care. 

People have to wait six months or 

12 months. If you are a veteran 
who has served our nation and you 

are looking for mental health care, 
often the answer is that, despite 
having a gold card, you have to 

wait six to 12 months before seeing 
one. For somebody who is 
experiencing poor mental health, 

six months or nine months or 12 
months is the difference between 

life and death. We need to improve 
that. I am aware that this 
government has committed to 

improving the provision of mental 
health services and support to our 

schools and also has improved 
increasing the number of beds in 
our hospitals, but we have to go 

further than that. 

We need to work with the new 
Labor government federally to 

make sure that we have a much 
better network of support for 

people in different parts of their 
mental health wellbeing. 
Unfortunately, at the moment we 

might have some services at the 
very primary care and at the very 

acute care when people end up in 
hospital, but there is not a lot in 
between. We need to address that. 

In fact, last week I held a forum 
with some young people in my 
electorate, and mental health care 

was one of the major issues that 
young people saw for youth, in 

terms of what they are facing and 
trying to get access to mental 
health care. 

Moving along in the Governor's 
very thoughtful speech, the 
Governor goes on to say: 

In short, South Australia has 

always been a State with an eye on 
the big picture. It is that intrinsic 

quality to our State's character 
that will guide us again now. For 
we are at another pivotal moment 

in history, in that we are faced with 
the most urgent national recovery 

project this nation has ever 
experienced outside of wartime. 

I could not agree more, and this 

government will deliver on that. We 
have a Premier who has that 
vision. We have a Premier who said 

that he will govern not for this term 
and not for the next term but for 

the term after that and the term 
after that to make sure that we 
have infrastructure and policies for 

future generations. 

I can understand why the current 

member for Morialta, the former 
Minister for Education, is happy 
about the new school in his 

electorate, but I can tell you that, 
for the tens of millions of dollars 
being spent in the eastern suburbs 

for this school, I can show you 
schools in my electorate that have 

had to be boarded up and the 
classrooms could not be used 
because of poor infrastructure. 

That is a disgrace in a community 
that already is vulnerable. The next 

generation is made more 
vulnerable by not having equal 
access to a quality education, and I 

am confident that this government 
will address those issues of 
inequality. 

The Governor goes on in her 
speech to say: 'This is not a time to 

be timid. This is an opportunity, 
instead, for renewal.' I could not 
agree more, and this is a 

government that will do that. We 
need to not only commit to 
rebuilding our economy and 

transitioning our economy, to 
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make sure that we are a carbon 

neutral economy, but commit to 
rebuilding our society. There are 

huge cleavages in our society and, 
as I said earlier, we do not want to 
wake up one day and notice this 

inequality and the social cleavages 
we have in our community too late, 

such as in America. How they deal 
with theirs, sadly, is through 
conflict. I think we need to make 

sure that we build and renew our 
society, one based on fairness, 
justice and real opportunity to all 

in our community and not just 
some in select suburbs. 

I am getting towards the end. I 
would also like to draw attention to 
the Governor's speech where she 

talks about health. She states: 

It also means that we need to look 

at the big picture and ask if 
current health arrangements are 
still fit for purpose. 

That is a very important statement. 
We need to ensure that the health 
dollar reaches every person in 

need, but there are gaps. I am 
confident this government will 

deliver on that, but there are gaps 
in our health system and there are 
gaps in our palliative care health 

system. People have spoken to me 
about the right to have access to 

quality palliative care across the 
state. If you are a person, for 
example, who is housebound, try 

to get yourself a flu shot or 
vaccination of some sort. It is 
almost impossible to get somebody 

to come to your home and give you 
that necessary vaccination. 

We need to address that. We need 
to make sure that health services 
are delivered to people where they 

need them. Often, the people who 
are housebound are older people or 
people with disabilities and those 

are the people who need those 

services the most. Often it is the 
aged. We need to address that, and 

we need to make sure that 
transport services get people who 
need health services from places 

like my electorate to the RAH, etc. 
People are now paying hundreds of 

dollars for a return trip to get 
access to a weekly cancer service. 

The Governor talks about the 

education system, which I think is 
very important. Certainly we need 
to address that, and I am confident 

that the new Minister for 
Education will do so through his 

new programs tackling early 
childhood learning and also 
through technical education, etc. 

These programs will ensure that 
more young people get the 

educational skills they need to 
fulfil their potential. I think that is 
what we all want for human 

beings. 

At this point, I would also like to 
commend the Compass Catholic 

college. It is not in my electorate—I 
think it is in Taylor—but it serves 

my region. It is a new college based 
on a model of actually reaching 
young people who have become 

alienated from the education 
system. The innovative program 

will ensure that these young people 
who have left the system will get 
back into education, get their 

SACE and hopefully have a 
foundation for a successful life 
ahead of them. The Governor goes 

on to say: 

Of course, society is more than 

simply an economy, and any 
recovery cannot lose sight of what 
makes South Australia such a 

wonderful and vibrant place to live. 

If that term has to have some 
meaning, we need to review and 
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reform our planning laws. 

Universally, when you go to public 
meetings, whether it is of 

community members, applicants, 
consultants or developers, none of 
them are happy with the current 

system, which actually has a built-
in conflict and disenfranchises 

people from the process and also 
builds conflict. I was at a meeting 
last night where everyone was 

annoyed with the current planning 
system. Not one person thought it 
was a great idea, so we need to 

look at that and look at ways of 
actually building a community in 

which everyone wants to live. 

In closing, my hope is that in this 
term of government, this 

government, in conjunction with 
the recently elected federal Labor 

government, is able to reduce the 
level of inequality in this 
community. As I said, it is the 

greatest threat to not only people 
having good lives but also our 
society. I have covered quite a few 

areas. One area I have not actually 
covered is to thank one important 

group. I would like to thank my 
family. My parents had the courage 
to migrate from Italy back in 1963 

to ensure that their children (my 
sister and I) had the chance of a 

good education and a good life, 
which we have. I am hoping that 
next year I get the opportunity to 

travel to Italy and stand where I 
stood 60 years ago when my family 
left Italy. I thank you and I thank 

my electorate for their support. 


