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For Eric and Holly, the arrival of the  
National Disability Insurance Scheme 
(NDIS) to the region offers some hope  
for the future. 

Continued page 9
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EDITORIAL

From 
the Editor

TONY wELCOMED BACK
Local Member of Parliament 
Mr Tony Piccolo has stepped 
aside from State Cabinet to 
concentrate more of his ef-
forts and energies in his elec-
torate.

Mr Piccolo announced in ear-
ly January that he had advised 
the Premier that he was happy 
to make way for ‘new blood’ 
in the ministry.

During the latter part of 2015 
the Premier had signalled 
that he wanted to make some 
changes to his ministry in ear-
ly 2016. Mr Piccolo remains 
the State Member for Light 
until the next State elections 
and has indicated that he 
plans to re-contest the seat in 
2018.

Mr Piccolo said during the 
Christmas break, he reflected 
upon his role as a Minister in 
the State Government and the 
impact it was having on his 
electorate work and his life 
general.

“While I enjoyed the work as 
a Minister and was learning 
a great deal, it was having a 
significant impact on my life 
and my capacity to look after 
my constituents in a way that 
I believe is appropriate,” Mr 
Piccolo said.

“Everybody knows I am a lo-
cal member first and foremost 
and a Minister second.”

“Unfortunately the level of 
commitment meant I was also 
missing out on many family 
experiences.”

“It was not unusual for me 
to miss significant occasions 
within the extended family.”

“The three years as minister 
have been very rewarding, 
and I have learnt enormously 
from the experience.”

Mr Piccolo said that while his 

electorate saw a little less of 
him during the period he was 
minister, it also did bring ben-
efits from his greater under-
standing of how government 
works.

Mr Piccolo did not rule out 
a second stint as Minister 
should he and the Govern-
ment be re-elected at the next 
state election due in 2018.

“I would certainly do some 
things differently should a 
second opportunity arise.”

“Until then, I have plenty of 
work to do in my local com-
munity.”

Mr Piccolo highlighted help-
ing to rebuild the commu-
nities affected by the Pinery 
fires, ensuring the successful 
roll out of the National Dis-
ability Insurance Scheme, and 
job creation as priorities for 
the coming year.

Mr Piccolo thanked all the 
people who sent messages of 
support when he announced 
his decision to step aside from 
the State Cabinet. 

“The messages of support 
were heartening and touching 
and at time overwhelming,” 
Mr Piccolo said.

Local Member Tony Piccolo announcing his resignation from Ministry.  
Photo by Alec Urquhart, Photographer, - The Bunyip Newspaper.

Enlightened is published and distributed by Tony Piccolo MP, 
Member for Light.

For further information on any of the articles in this edition, 
please contact the Light Electorate Office on (08) 8522 2878 or 
email light@parliament.sa.gov.au

Visit www.tonypiccolo.org for more information and the latest 
news and issues in the Light area.

Tony Piccolo MP
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GOOD NEWS FOR EASTER
The roll out of the National Disability 
Insurance Scheme (NDIS) brings hope 
for a better quality of life for many living 
with a disability and their families and 
carers.

With the State and Commonwealth 
Governments reaching agreement on 
the funding of the national scheme, 
the transition from the South Australia 
child trial to a full roll out is secure.

While the National Disability Insurance 
Agency (NDIA) has worked hard to in-
form the community about the scheme, 
information gaps still exist.

The special disability feature in this edi-
tion of Enlightened provides additional 
information about the opportunities 
opened up by the introduction of the 
scheme.  The NDIS is the biggest social 
reform since the introduction of Medi-
care and will help ensure that people liv-
ing with a disability are able to live with 
greater dignity.

While there are differing views about 
the success or otherwise of the Gillard 
Labor Government, the NDIS would 
have to represent one of its greatest 
achievements.

This edition of Enlightened hits the  
letterboxes on the eve of Easter.  While 
the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus 
is central to Christian beliefs, the mes-
sage of Easter is one that has relevance 
to all of us.  He died so that we could 
live.

It is now incumbent on us to live in a 
way that respects the inherent dignity of 
all people. 

As science helps us gain a better under-
standing of the human condition, many 
social reforms are necessary if we are 
to live in mutually respectful society.  
Equally, those involved in the debates 
that come with reform have an obliga-
tion to conduct themselves in a manner 
that respects the views of those who dis-
agree with them.  Civil debates enhance 
a civil society.

KEEP IN TOUCH wITH THE LATEST NEwS

www.facebook.com/tonypiccolomp

www.twitter.com/tonypiccolomp
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Local Member of Parliament Mr Tony Pic-
colo joined forces with Federal MP Mr Nick 
Champion and the Wasleys Community 
Group to host a BBQ for Blokes at Wasleys 
on Friday night 26th February.

Held in the Wasleys Institute carpark, the 
very successful BBQ attracted men from 
the Wasleys Township and the surrounding 
farming communities of Woolsheds, Tem-
plers, Magdala and Pinkerton Plains.

Mr Piccolo said the purpose of the BBQ was 
just to give men an opportunity to catch up 
and chat while having a steak and snag - and 
perhaps a light beverage!

Mr Piccolo said a number of BBQs have been 
held across the district in recent weeks to 
support men in their recovery from the trau-
ma of the Pinery fires.  

“Some men and their families have lost ev-
erything, and the emotional toll from such 
a shocking experience can manifest itself in 
some negative ways,” Mr Piccolo said.

“While the fires affected both men and wom-
en, experience shows that women are more 
likely to verbalise their feelings which helps 
them through the recovery process.”

“Unfortunately men, and in particular, rural 
men are more likely to remain stoic, become 

isolated and look inward, which in the long-
term hinders the grieving and recovery pro-
cess.”

“Getting blokes together like the BBQ for 
Blokes at Wasleys just helps men to catch up 
and chat. It was great to see the blokes enjoy 
the occasion and it had a very positive feel.”

“It gives them an excuse to leave the house or 
farm for a few hours and enjoy the company 
of other men who may have had similar ex-
periences. It helps them stay connected, and 
provides some hope about their future.”

“By staying connected they are open to re-
ceiving important information on services 
available and explore new journeys for their 
lives.”

Mr Piccolo extended a huge thanks to mem-
bers of Willo’s Men’s Shed who cooked the 
BBQ, and local businesses Wintulichs Small-
goods, Gawler Foodland, Gawler Coles, 
Woolworths Gawler and Light Regional 
Council who all supported the event in some 
way.

Mr Piccolo said the healing process would 
take some time and that men should feel that 
they can reach out for support, as a number 
of confidential services are available through 
the Recovery Centre based at the Gawler 
TAFE.
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POST PINERY FIRES

$50,000 BOOST TO PINERY FIRES

At the Cheque Presentation were (from left) are Foundation President Greg Howard, Tony Piccolo MP, Chris Parish (Chris 
is  also the Community and Development Services Manager at the Wakefield Regional council), and Senior Firefighter 
Ms Cecelia Low.

A mobile training unit with  
specialised equipment will 
soon be available for training  
volunteers involved in the rescue 

of large animals involved in an  
incident, such as a natural  
disaster or the rollover of a horse 
truck.

Horse SA recently organised a 
workshop at Roseworthy’s Uni-
versity of Adelaide Equine Health 
and Performance Centre, where 
rescue techniques were demon-
strated, and the role of a veterinar-
ian within a SES rescue team was 
discussed.

At the workshop, ‘Riley’, a life-size 
mannequin horse was ‘saved’ after 
falling down inside a trailer, before 
SA SES volunteers utilised him to 
demonstrate a new quick-release 
sling. 

Ms  Julie Fiedler, Horse SA 
Executive Officer said traditional 
slings have fixed fittings, poten-
tially causing further injury to the 
horse and by-standers if the ani-
mal panics and tries to gallop away 
while still attached.

Local Member of Parliament, Tony 
Piccolo MP inspected the special-
ized equipment prior to the work-
shop, which is aimed at keeping 
emergency service volunteers and 
assisting public safer on the scene 
of an incident involving large an-
imals. 

Horse SA is a recipient of a Na-

tional Disaster Resilience Program 
grant for the purchase of a trailer 
to establish a mobile training unit 
and selection of specialist equip-
ment.

Ms Fiedler said South Australia is 
the first state in Australia to de-
velop an agency-endorsed writ-
ten training resource dedicated  
to large animal rescue.

“As a result, the SA SES will use 
the mobile training unit to support 
rolling out several courses during 
2016 across the state,” Ms Fiedler 
said.

In a unique offer aimed at a 
creating a safer working envi-
ronment and building working  
relationships between profession-
als, the SA SES is making avail-
able placements at Large Animal  
Rescue (LAR)  training work-
shops at no charge to large animal  
veterinarians.

Ms Fiedler said Horse SA will 
similarly utilise the mobile train-
ing unit, with planning underway  
for workshops with Sampson  
Flat and Pinery fire ground  
residents. 

  “The same large animal rescue 
skill set is valuable for volunteer 
organisers of community events 
involving large animals, including 
horse competitions and country 
shows.” Ms Fiedler said.

“Volunteer worker safety and ani-
mal welfare are two current areas 
where this training will make a dif-
ference”.  

Horse SA have also won a small 
grant from Natural resource  
Management run sessions for 
horse owners affected by Pinery. 

Ms Fiedler said although the focus 
is on landcare, there needs to be  
elements of horse health and  
people care involved for the  
sessions to be successful.

“We are exploring the opportu-
nity for a joint session between 
the Wasleys and Districts farm-
ers group and horse owners as a  
practical session,’ Ms Fiedler said.

All enquiries about horse rescue 
and horse health can be directed  
to Ms   Julie Fiedler, Horse SA  
Executive Officer   on  0402 488 
306.

PROTECTING VOLUNTEERS wHEN wORKING wITH EMERGENCIES 
INVOLVING LARGER ANIMALS

An image of some of the Blokes BBQ attendees.

The State Emergency Relief Fund (SERF) 
has received a $50,000 boost with a do-
nation from the Australian Professional 
Firefighters Foundation (Foundation) this 
morning (Wednesday 27th January).

This morning, Foundation President Mr 
Greg Howard presented Mr Chris Parish, 
a community representative on the SERF 
with the cheque in the presence of Founda-
tion Patron, and Local Member of Parlia-
ment, Mr Tony Piccolo.

Mr Piccolo said that on the Friday 4th De-
cember, the Foundation held an impromptu 
‘Shake the Boot®’ fundraising event for the 
‘SA Pinery Fire Appeal’. 

Mr Piccolo said Metropolitan Fire Service 
(MFS) firefighters shook the boots and 
mingled amongst the community. 

“There were plenty of stories told to the col-
lectors on the day and the community were 
not only generous by donating their money 
but also generally forthcoming with a yarn,” 
Mr Piccolo said.

Mr Howard said that for the past month the 
donations have continued to roll in from 
across the state.

“We had one anonymous person donate 
$5,000, and even a person whose own house 
burnt down donated,” Mr Howard said.

“MFS Firefighters donated personally with 
one Firefighter and his family choosing not 
to give each other Christmas presents but 
to donate $1200 to the appeal,” Mr Howard 
added.

Speaking at the cheque presentation Mr 
Piccolo said the donation demonstrated 
that the community, and in particular, our 
paid firefighters had not forgotten about the 
trauma that the Pinery fire victims had ex-
perienced.

“The Foundation was established to sup-
port burns and road trauma victims and 
their families, and this donation reflected 
the compassion for fire victims by our paid 
firefighters,” Mr Piccolo added.

Pictured L-R are Ben Birbeck (SES), Julie Fiedler (Horse SA) Casey Hogan (University of Rose-
worthy), Tony Piccolo and Sally Equid (SES)

wASLEYS BLOKES BBQ A GREAT 
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COMMUNITY NEWS

The local Vietnamese community celebrat-
ed the New Year with festivities at the Trung 
Tâm Pháp Âm Temple on Angle Vale Road, 
Hillier.

The Vietnamese New Year is celebrated on 
the first day of spring and presents a period 
of renewal and rejuvenation. 

Local MP Tony Piccolo was asked to join the 
celebrations which included a traditional 
Buddhist ceremony featuring a spectacular 
lion dance. 

Mr Piccolo said the Vietnamese New Year 
has a message of hope and optimism. 

“The celebrations are rather fitting for the 
Vietnamese community given that many of 
the communities’ elders came to Australia 
following a period of war seeking out a new 

and bright future,” Mr Piccolo said.

The Vietnamese New Year is celebrated over 
a 3 day period where it is said that every deed 
during this time should be well intentioned 
and finely considered as they symbolize and 
forecast your actions for the coming year.

The celebrations were capped off with a de-
licious traditional Vietnamese vegetarian 
lunch.

Mr Piccolo said of the event that the festi-
val is also known as the Laughing Buddha 
Festival and that the Laughing Buddha rep-
resents joy, wellbeing and a vision of hap-
piness. 

At the ceremony Mr Piccolo wished all 
present good fortune and happiness in the  
coming year.

A LION COMES DANCING

A snapshot of the Lion Dance.

They are everywhere, and have been for 
some time. They’re almost impossible to 
avoid. 

They started to appear straight after Christ-
mas, in fact on Boxing Day in some stores, 
and they will disappear for another 9 
months straight after the event they com-
memorate. 

They are a child’s delight and a parent’s wal-
let horror. They are a dieter’s nightmare and 
a chocoholic’s heaven. They come in a va-
riety of flavors and have an assortment of 
accompaniments. 

Yes, they are Hot Cross Buns and Easter 
Eggs.

Commercialism aside, these two food items 
have a very long history and a deep symbol-
ism.

The bun with its cross symbolizing the cross 
on which Jesus died, was traditionally eaten 
only on Good Friday, marking the end of 
the Lent period.

Easter eggs symbolize the tomb in which Je-
sus was laid and the emptiness of the tomb 
on Easter Sunday when He rose from the 
dead. It is also meant to signify new life 
which Christians believe is found in Jesus 
Christ.

As we approach Easter 2016, may you find 
joy and pleasure, not just in the buns and 
chocolate eggs, but also in your interactions 
with family and friends. May you find new 
life ahead of you.

Yours in service

Pastor Shirley Coe 
Gawler Ministers’ Fellowship

EASTER MESSAGE

Counselling and support services pro-
vided by local churches and faith groups 
are under increasing pressure a forum of 
faith leaders has heard.

At the Light Electorate Faith Forum con-
vened by local Member of Parliament, Mr 
Tony Piccolo last Friday, representatives 
from the various churches and faith groups 
said that their services were stretched  
to the limit, with an increasing number of 
families under financial pressure.

“While the churches saw supporting all 
families as part of their ministry, the addi-
tional demand for services as a result of the  
Pinery fires was stretching already limit-
ed resources,” Mr Piccolo said.

Mr Piccolo said he convenes the Forum as 
he wants to hear firsthand from local com-
munity organisations what are the issues  
impacting on the local community.

Mr Piccolo said that at the Forum he 
heard that the increasing economic un-
certainty was placing pressure on lo-
cal families, and the pending closure of 
Holdens and possibly other manufactur-
ers in the automotive industry, was very 
stressful for families who are employed in 
that sector.

The Forum heard that many local church-
es were providing counselling and sup-

port services to families affected by the 
Pinery Fires.

Interestingly, many of those present at 
the Forum said that a great deal of the 
counselling went beyond the traditional 
Christian or faith based approach, with 
many employing the services of profes-
sionals in the allied health areas for as-
sistance.

The use of psychologists and other health 
professionals was increasing as people 
presented with issues of greater complex-
ity. “We now have to approach our ser-
vices in the context of a post Christian 
society,” said one Church leader.

Mr Piccolo said the Churches and other 
faith based organisations provide valu-
able services and support to people expe-
riencing hardship in their lives.

“The services they now provides go be-
yond the traditional ministry work.”

Mr Piccolo said that concerns about the 
lack of accommodation for people escap-
ing domestic violence. 

Mr Piccolo gave an undertaking at the 
Forum to explore what resources such as 
grants could be accessed by the groups 
to help them provide the very important 
support to the communities affected by 
the fires or just experiencing hardship.

CHURCH SUPPORT SERVICES STRETCHED TO THE LIMIT

Local MP Tony Piccolo with some of the members of the Faith forum held on Friday 19 February 2016.

 f facebook.com/tonypiccolomp    t @tonypiccolomp      www.tonypiccolo.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS

PINERY FIRE AFFECTED FAMILIES OBTAIN RELIEF FROM SERF
More than 50 families who lost 
their homes in the Pinery fire 
have shared in $255,000 as part 
of the latest round of funds being  
distributed from the SA Pinery 
Fire Appeal.

Communities and Social Inclu-
sion Minister Zoe Bettison said 
money from the appeal is going to  
those most in need to help them 
rebuild and recover.

“The $255,000 distributed in this 
latest round will go to 55 fami-
lies and individuals whose homes  
were destroyed or rendered  
uninhabitable,” Ms Bettison said.

“The community, corporate sec-
tor and State Government have 
donated more than $2 million to  

the appeal to date, which is a terrif-
ic show of support.

“With so many people impacted 
by this devastating fire, and the 
significant losses to properties  
and businesses, I’m pleased to see 
this money is helping people to  
rebuild their lives.”

All funds donated to the SA Pinery 
Fire Appeal, and any interest in-
curred, goes directly to people and 
communities affected by the fire.

So far, a further $65,000 has been 
distributed to the families of peo-
ple who lost their lives and to  
those who sustained serious inju-
ries.

Local Member of Parliament 

Mr Tony Piccolo said he would  
encourage anyone who was  
injured or suffered loss or  
damage due to the Pinery fire 
to apply to the fund for a mone-
tary gift to help them rebuild and  
recover.

“Given recent experience with the 
Sampson Flat fire, many applica-
tions were received months after 
the fire,” Mr Piccolo said.

The SA Pinery Fire Appeal is  
managed by the State Emergency 
Relief Fund Committee.

Committee chair, Joe Ullian-
ich, said all donated funds are  
distributed appropriately and  
fairly to people and communities 
who have been impacted.

“Payments are a gift from the 
community and do not affect any 
insurance or other compensation 
entitlements,” Mr Ullianich said.

“The committee meets regularly to 
review and approve applications, 
with almost 300 applications re-
ceived already.

“We take a cautious and rigorous 
approach to the process to ensure 
sufficient funds will be available to 
meet all eligible applications.

Mr Piccolo said his office is happy 
to assist any person in the elec-
torate with the process and urged 
anyone who feels that they may  
be eligible to make enquiries.

“It appears that some farmers who 

may be eligible have yet to register 
to obtain support from the fund,” 
Mr Piccolo said.

Application forms are available 
from the Pinery Fire Recovery 
Centre at Gawler TAFE, or go to 
www.sa.gov.au/recovery or email 
StateEmergencyReliefFund.Appli-
cations@sa.gov.au 

Information provided in the form 
remains strictly confidential.

Donations can be made online, 
via cheque, or in person at any  
Commonwealth Bank. 

For more information, visit  
www.sa.gov.au/recovery 

ANZAC DAY COMMEMORATION SERVICES
 

Gawler ANZAC March
When: 2pm, April 17 
Location: Julian Tce, near Ultra Tune

Gawler
When: 6:15am, April 25 
Location: Pioneer Park, Gawler

Wasleys
When: 9am, April 25 
Location: Wasleys Institute, Annie Tce 

The Vines Lifestyle Village
When: 4:30pm, April 25
Location: 35 Coleman Pde, Evanston Gardens

Hillier Park
Residential Village

When: 5pm. April 24
Location: 36 Hillier Rd, Hillier

Angle Vale Gardens
Retirement Village

When: 11am, April 25
Location: 4 Fradd Rd, Angle Vale

City of Playford
When: Overnight vigil ~ 7:30pm April 24   
             Dawn Service ~ 6am
Location: Smithfield Memorial Park,  
        Anderson Walk

Freeling
When: 6:30am, April 25
Location: Freeling Cenotaph,  
        Cnr of Hanson & Gray St
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AROUND THE SCHOOLS

wORK STARTS ON $6 MILLION REDEVELOPMENT OF EVANSTON 
GARDENS PRIMARY SCHOOL

Work on the $6 million redevelop-
ment of Evanston Gardens Prima-
ry School has commenced, with 
the successful tenderers Romaldi 
Constructions already undertak-
ing the preliminary work to enable 
footings to be poured.

Local Member of Parliament Mr 

Tony Piccolo said the redevelop-
ment of the school will provide ad-
ministration, library, classrooms 
and support facilities to cater for 
future growth of up to 480 stu-
dents.

The school that has a current en-
rolment of 138 students is expect-

ed to grow following the rezoning 
of land in the Evanston Gardens 
and Evanston South areas for 
housing.

Mr Piccolo who has lobbied heav-
ily for the redevelopment said that 
he was pleased that construction 
had commenced following ap-

proval of the project by the Parlia-
mentary Public Works Committee 
in June 2015.

Mr Piccolo said the redeveloped 
school will have final capacity to 
cater for student growth as new 
housing in the area would lead to 
an increase in student enrolments.

“Once the redevelopment is com-
plete, the school will be able to  
take on a more modernised ap-
proach in regarding teaching tech-
niques and technology,” Mr Picco-
lo said.

Under the proposal two buildings 
that have historic and heritage  
significance will be incorporated 
into the redesigned school.

“Importantly the school would 
also meet contemporary disability 
access standards,” Mr Piccolo add-
ed.

School Principal Ms Libby Clift 
said it’s hard to put into words 
what this development will mean 
for our school community, but 
with new opportunities for tech-
nology there will be greater learn-
ing opportunities for our teachers 
and children.

“A new library and administration 
building will make a big difference 
and we will be able to build on the 
best of our heritage, into the fu-
ture,” Ms Clift said.

“We have a lot of parents who were 
students and now volunteer at our 
school; some of them cried with 
joy when they heard the develop-
ment was going ahead.”

Governing Council Chair Ms Tori 
Geraghty said that as a parent and 
chairperson my main focus will be 
for our school to have a comfort-
able and up to date learning envi-
ronment for students and teachers.

The school first opened its doors 
to students on 20 January 1908 
and in 1923 the education depart-
ment built the present school.  In 
1951, 1961 and 1966 wooden pre-
fab classrooms were added to the 
school as pupil numbers grew. 
Another wooden prefab classroom 
was added in 1974 when the near-
by Gawler River School closed.

Until 1968 the school was 
known as Gawler Blocks Prima-
ry School, reflecting the name 
of the area until that time. 

Evanston Gardens Primary School Principal Ms Libby Clift with Local MP Tony Piccolo in front of the new building works.

NEw PRINCIPALS SHARE THEIR PRINCIPAL IDEAS

Hewett Primary School’s new Principal Di Jamieson with Tony Piccolo. New acting Principal at Xavier College, Mark Flaherty, with Tony Piccolo MP. Immanuel Lutheran School Gawler’s new Principal Daryl Trigg with 
students and Tony Piccolo.

The New Year brought not only 
a number of new students to the 
local schools but also a few new 
principals.

According to Local Member of 
Parliament, Mr Tony Piccolo 
schools pay an important role in 
the wellbeing of local communi-
ties.

“Schools are not only a place of 
learning but also act as a com-
munity hub where parents and  
friends meet to support their  
children and the broader commu-
nity,” Mr Piccolo said.

Over the past few weeks Mr  
Piccolo has taken the opportuni-
ty to meet the new Principals and 
one acting Principal.

Ms Di Jamieson is the new Princi-
pal at the Hewett Primary School. 
With 21 classes and 580 students, 
it is no surprise that the first  
area of concern for Ms Jamieson,  
is space. The other issue is  
Corellas.

 “They are everywhere”, Ms Jamie-
son said.

“I’m really excited about working 
with the staff and students.” 

“Everyone has been so welcom-
ing and helpful and I have a few  
ideas I would like to try here, but 
definitely we need to look at how 
we can increase our classrooms”.

After 15 years with Mrs Sue De Bi-
asi at the helm, Immanuel Luther-
an School has a new Principal in 
Mr Daryl Trigg.

When Mr Trigg met with Mr Pic-
colo he told him that “I’ve some 
big shoes to fill.” 

While Mr Trigg is the new Prin-
cipal he is not new at the school 
having previously taught there,  

so much so that he felt like he was 
coming home.

Mr Trigg grew up just outside of 
Gawler and he and his wife were 
delighted when he was offered the 
role here. He said his focus would 
be on utilising the current school 
grounds for the best possible use. 

He did indicate that he would 
like to see the wall along Lyndoch 
Road finally repaired and the con-
crete blocks removed.

At Xavier College deputy Princi-
pal, Mark Flaherty has taking up 
the role of Acting principal while 

Lynn Martin is on extended leave. 
Mr Flaherty was very happy at  
being back in charge for the next 
six months.

While he and Mr Piccolo watched 
the concrete being poured into 
the foundations of the new stu-
dent centre Mr Flaherty said “It’s  
certainly an exciting time at  
Xavier with construction well un-
der way.”

Mr Flaherty said the new library 
and student support building and 
gymnasium are on track to be 
completed by the beginning of the 
2017 school year.
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WOMEN’S ISSUES

Up to 10,000 music enthusiasts 
are set to descend on Gawler 
during the Easter long week-
end to attend the 2016 Yamaha  
National Band Championships.

Trinity College Gawler are host-
ing the event on behalf of the 
South Australian Band Associ-
ation over four days, with brass 
and concert bands perform-
ing to an audience of family,  
friends, fellow band musicians 
and the general public. 

According to the event organ-

isers, the Championships are 
the biggest band competition in  
Australia and are likely to attract 
up to 10,000 spectators with 
about 50 bands expected to par-
ticipate from across Australia.  

Site Co-ordinator,  and Mu-
sic Director of Bands and En-
sembles at Trinity College, Mr 
Bruce Raymond said some band  
members will come from over-
seas to compete and are expected 
to stay on and visit the Barossa 
and surrounding regions.

The event will open on the Friday 
evening with the Open section  
of the Brass Bands Hymn and 
Test piece while on the Saturday 
the Open and Junior Concert 
bands play their Hymn, Test, 
Own Choice and March.

Mr Raymond said there will 
also be a parade of Bands on the  
Saturday morning with up to  
40 bands expected to participate, 
showcasing their marching skills 
with their music.

“The highlight of the Monday 

program is the ‘Champion of 
Champions’ Solo competition,” 
said Mr Raymond.

To assist in the running of the 
Championships, local Member  
of Parliament Tony Pic-
colo has been work-
ing with the organisers to  
apply for a special grant under  
the Arts Regional Development 
Fund.

“We are hopeful that the grant 
will be successful as the event 
develops and promotes the arts 
in the rural and regional areas  
of the state and will deliver the 
arts to a wider audience,” Mr  
Piccolo said.

Mr Piccolo said with up to 
10,000 visitors to the Gawler and  
Barossa region, the economic 
impact on the Greater Gawler 
area will be immense in terms of 
accommodation, hospitality and 
the like.

“Since the event is streamed 
across the world it will also  
promote the town and the state 
to a bigger (world) audience 
which in itself will attract future  
tourists to the region,” Mr Picco-
lo said.

It is anticipated that the Cham-
pionships will provide an eco-
nomic benefit to the region of  
approximately $4.5 million 
through the spending of domes-
tic overnight and day visitors 
along with international over-
night visitors. 

More information about the 
event can be found at http://
www.nationalbandchampion-
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RIDE2SCHOOL 4 
GOOD HEALTH
The Ride2School 
program is one of 
the biggest phys-
ical activity pro-
motions for school 
children, coordi-
nated through the 
Bicycle Network, is 
celebrating its 10th 
year of activities.

Hewett Prima-
ry is one of three 
schools in the 
Light Electorate 
that participated in 
the 2016 Ride2S-
chool event.

Local Member 
Tony Piccolo, 
helped Hewett 
Primary students 
participate in this 
year’s Ride2School 
Day.

“This program is 
a great way to cel-
ebrate an active 
journey to school,” 
said Mr Piccolo. 

More than 400,000 
children from 
2,032 schools 
around Austra-
lia participated 
last year by either 
riding, walking, 
scooting or skating 
to school.

Hewett Primary 
School teacher, 
Warren Whisson 
who co-ordinated 
the school’s in-
volvement is very 
keen to promote 
the program as it 
helps promote a 
healthy lifestyle.

“Encouraging chil-
dren to be active 
by riding or walk-
ing to school ev-
ery day, promotes 
healthy living and 
learning,” said Mr 
Whisson.

Mr Piccolo said in 
the last 30 years, 
there has been a 
rapid decline in 
children being 
physically active. 

“In the 1970’s more 
than 80 per cent  
of students walked 
or rode to school 
but that number 
has fallen dramat-
ically to 20 per 
cent today, despite 
the fact that most 
primary students 
still live within 
2 kilometres of 
their school,” Mr  
Piccolo added.

RECORD NOMINATIONS FOR ST. BRIGID’S SRC ELECTIONS
St Brigid’s Catholic Prima-
ry School at Evanston held 
its Student Representative 
Council (SRC) elections last 
week with a record number 
of nominations.

A total of 109 students from 
385 students at the school 
nominated themselves for 
the role of SRC representa-
tive across Reception – Year 
7, with 14 students chosen as 
SRC Representatives.

Science teacher, Ms Stella 
Harms who conducted the 
elections as the ‘unofficial’ 
Electoral Commissioner  
said students in Reception 
- Year 2 undertook a ‘first-
past-the-post’ system whilst 
Year 3 - 7 students applied 
the preferential voting pro-
cess when voting on SRC 
Election Day.

Ms Harms said this year 
the school decided to hold 
a whole school SRC Elec-
tion Day to provide students 
with an understanding of 
the world in which we live in 
and how people can partici-
pate as active and informed 
citizens as part of incorpo-
rating the Humanities and 
Social Sciences Australian 
Curriculum into all classes.

“Through studying Human-
ities and Social Sciences, 

students develop the ability 
to question, think critically, 
solve problems, communi-
cate effectively, make deci-
sions and adapt to change,” 
Ms Harms said.

“We endeavoured to make 
the process an accurate ex-
ample of how our democrat-
ic society votes on an elec-
tion day in Australia.”

Local Member of Parliament 
Mr Tony Piccolo was invited 
to address the students just 
prior to the ballots taking 
place and talked about the 
important role of ‘represen-
tatives’.

Mr Piccolo said classes ex-
plored the roles of the Local, 
State and Federal Govern-
ment in Australia and how 
decisions are made in Gov-
ernment through the elec-
tion process.

“I was very impressed with 
the very professional and 
realistic way the school un-
dertook the elections which 
involved electoral rolls, poll-
ing booth staff, and authen-
tic electoral commission 
booths. 

School Principal, Mr Paul 
Bennett said it was encour-
aging to witness the children 
accepting the invitation to 

represent their classmates 
and put themselves forward 
on the nomination form for 
their 2016 SRC Elections. 

“The range of election 
posters demonstrated the 
thoughtful way in which our 
children undertook their 
responsibility to be a viable 
candidate.”

“I was greatly impressed 
with so many children cou-
rageously considering how 
they could be a voice for 
their classmates.”

“The excitement of the elec-
tion morning was conta-
gious and it was wonderful 
to see the serious manner in 
which the children deliber-
ated about the nominees on 
their voting slip.”

A significant difference 
from previous SRC elections 
was the opportunity for the 
primary and senior prima-
ry children to vote with a 
preferential system and to 
understand how this type of 
voting system operates. 

Mr Bennett was thankful for 
the number of parents and 
staff who assumed the roles 
of scrutineers and checked 
the children’s names off of 
the ‘electoral’ rolls! 

Student Lachlan Morris placing his vote into the ballot box with Tony Piccolo MP.

BAND CHAMPIONSHIPS ARE MUSIC TO OUR EARS

From the front row back, Trinity College Gawler students Jay Goode, Angus Macdonald, William Branson, Skye Szymansky, Hamish 
White, Lauren Hillard, Keiran Hameed, and Thomas Little.

School captain Stella Giannitto on the SRC election day.



For former Trinity College student 
and Gawler boy Damian Drew, the 
possibility of living and working as 
a General Practitioner in Gawler 
or the Barossa Valley, was a huge 
factor his decision to volunteer to 
be part of the Barossa Valley Paral-
lel Rural Community Curriculum 
(PRCC).

The 36 year old medical student 
is one of a group of 11 students 
who are part of this year’s pro-
gram run jointly by the Adelaide 
and Flinders Universities medical 
schools to give students hands on 
training and experience in rural 
general practice.

Local Member of Parliament Mr 
Tony Piccolo, who attended the 
welcome event held last night, said 
that the PRCC is an innovative and 

internationally recognised pro-
gram for future doctors, designed 
around a full year of clinical place-
ment within a rural practice com-
bined with an integrated curricu-
lum focussing on rural health.

Mr Piccolo said the students are 
encouraged to embrace and be-
come involved in the communities 
assigned to them during the pro-
gram, so that they are active mem-
bers of their host communities.

“The program is designed to give 
students the opportunity to expe-
rience living and working in a ru-
ral community with the hope that 
they may choose to work in rural 
communities when they become 
qualified doctors.”

For Damian the decision to train 

in the Barossa PRCC program was 
a little easier as he attended Trinity 
College from Year 9, graduating in 
1996, before heading off to Uni-
versity SA to complete a Bachelor 
of Medical and Pharmaceutical 
Biotechnology (graduating top 
of class) and then completing an 
Honours year (1st class) followed 
by a PhD in Molecular Biology at 
Adelaide University.
Damian spent three years as a 
post-doctoral scientist at the Uni-
versity of Copenhagen in Den-
mark, working on prostate and 
breast cancer drugs, while his wife 
Emma who grew up in Lewiston, 
and went to Gawler High School, 
worked as a Personal Assistant to a 
Professor at the University.

Emma is currently on maternity 
leave as the couple are expected 
their second child in early March.

Damian said he chose the PRCC 
program as it provides a greater 
opportunity to build relationships 
with patients than  is possible in 
major hospitals. 

“It’s [the PRCC] also renowned for 
being hands on, and providing stu-
dents with a great deal of clinical 
experience,” Damian said.

“Instead of being part of a large 
medical team looking after pa-
tients for days or weeks, in the 
PRCC I get to follow up with pa-
tients throughout the year.”

“I also work one on one 
with  experienced GPs or visiting 
specialists, and can actually 

be a valuable resource to the 
community rather than just a stu-
dent watching on.”

Damian said he jumped at the 
chance to come to the Barossa 
since Gawler is his home town and 
the family still live there. 

“My long-term plan is to work in 
this region and send my children 
to school in Gawler or the Baros-
sa,” Damian said.

Damian believes that in rural com-
munities you’re able to maintain 
long-term relationships with pa-
tients and whole families, and be 
a valued member of a close-knit 
community. 

“The work can also be more inter-
esting and diverse due to the lack 
of a range of specialists nearby 

patients will utilise GPs for more 
complex issues.”

“This can also be a challenge be-
cause specialised help can some-
times be a long way away.”

“Rural GPs need to maintain a 
wider variety of clinical skills than 
their metropolitan counterparts, 
and need to be comfortable being 
on-call for emergencies at the rural 
hospitals.”

Damian’s parent are Colin and 
Jenny Drew of Cockshell Estate 
and are very active members of 
the community. They are both 
involved in the Salvation Army, 
while Colin is also involved in Op-
eration Flinders, Lifeline, and runs 
training courses on recognising 
and dealing with domestic vio-
lence and child abuse.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

MARKETS RETURN TO THE CENTRE OF GAwLER
The new Gawler Farmers’ market in the 
Pioneer Park carpark has been a huge 
success since the market was officially 
launched on 30th January 2016 with about 
2,000 attending on the day.

The new market was jointly opened by 
Mayor Karen Redman and Local Member 
of Parliament, Mr Tony Piccolo with the 
traditional ringing of the bells.

Mr Piccolo said it was great to see mar-
kets ‘return’ to the heart of the town as 
they play a key role in supporting small 
family farms and enterprises, while simul-
taneously providing buyers with greater 
choice.

“Farmers’ markets provide a vibrant place 
where farmers and producers represent-
ing every region of the state, bring season-
al produce to sell direct to the public,” Mr 
Piccolo said.

“The markets inspire buyers to consider 
where their food comes from and how it is 
produced through their discussions with 
sellers, who are the growers or producers 
of the product.”

“Producers  also maximise their profit 
margins by selling direct to the public and 
by receiving instant feedback from cus-
tomers about product quality and prefer-
ences.”

Gawler has a rich history of markets with 
the traditional stock and sundry markets 
taking place in the centre of the town until 
late last centenary.

The Gawler market is close to many of the 
areas of South Australia where food is lo-
cally grown including the major vegetable 
production areas are just down the road 

on the Northern Adelaide Plain and the 
Adelaide Hills.  The fruit growers in the 
Riverland are only a few hours’ drive away 
and the traditional farming communities 
nearby in the Mid-North and Clare Valley 
regions.  

Mr Piccolo said South Australia is truly 
blessed to be able to offer premium food 
and wine from our clean environment. 

“Aside from being able to source fresh 
local produce direct from producers and 
farmers, there will be plenty of things to 
do at the Gawler Farmers’ Market and I 
am sure people will really enjoy them-
selves in a vibrant family-friendly atmo-
sphere,” Mr Piccolo added.

The State Government have supported 
the establishment of the Gawler Farmers’ 
Market with an $80,000 grant under the 
Regional Development Fund.

  The aim of the funding is to encourage 
regionally-based food producers and 
groups to work together to promote what 
their region has to offer in terms of clean, 
fresh, premium food that is produced lo-
cally.

The State Labor Government recognis-
es the important role that the State’s re-
nowned regional food industry plays in 
producing premium goods, increasing job 
and tourism opportunities and ensuring 
we have sustainable regional communi-
ties.

The market operates every Saturday be-
tween 8 am and 12 noon and if anybody 
wishes to sell at the market they can ob-
tain further information at adelaidefarm-
ersmarket.com.au

Mayor Karen Redman and Local MP Tony Piccolo launch the Gawler Farmers’ Market

THE CALL OF COUNTRY PRACTICE FOR DAMIAN

Tony Piccolo MP with Damian Drew with wife Emma.

One of the market stall holders.

The medical students on the program with the Clinical Educator Doctor Adrian Griscti (front 
row far right) and program Administrator - Stefanie Lobzin RN (standing far right).



A Disability Expo and Fo-
rum will be held in Gawler 
at the end of March to help 
the community gain a better  
understanding of the positive 
impact that the full roll out 
of the National Disability In-
surance Scheme (NDIS) will 
have on the region.

Local Member of Parliament, 
Mr Piccolo said the NDIS 
will increase and improve the 
delivery of services and sup-
port for people living with a 

disability and create oppor-
tunities for people who wish 
to work in the sector.

Mr Piccolo said he is work-
ing in association with Na-
tional Disability Services 
(NDS) to organise the Expo 
and Forum.

NDS is the peak sector body 
for organisations that pro-
vide disabilities services to 
the community.

NDS President, Mr Glenn 

Rappensberg said their or-
ganisation was keen to en-
sure the community under-
stood the opportunities that 
the NDIS would provide, 
so NDS were happy to work 
with local members of parlia-
ment and other community 
leaders to spread the word.

Mr Piccolo said that there 
will be a range of speakers 
and exhibitors from across 
the disability sector who 
will provide information to 

people who are living with a 
disability and those who are 
interested in working in the 
sector.

“ Those who attend the expo 
will be able to speak face to 
face with people who pro-
vide a range of services to 
people living with a disability 
including, accommodation, 
day options, respite care, 
arts, culture and recreation 
including information about 
support available for carers,” 
Mr Piccolo said.

“In addition to the expo ex-
hibitors, a number of speak-
ers from the Government, 
Not for Profit and Business 
sector will provide an over-
view of the proposed roll 
out of the NDIS across the 
Barossa and Northern parts 
of Adelaide.”

Speakers from the National 
Disability Insurance Agency 
and Disability SA will dis-
cuss what the transition from 
the State scheme to the Com-
monwealth NDIS will mean 
for current users of disability 
services, and how services 
will be extended to new us-
ers.

Mr Piccolo said that people 
living with a disability, par-
ents and carers, special ed-
ucation teachers and school 

counsellors, disability sector 
job seekers, local govern-
ment representatives and 
service providers would ben-
efit from attending the event.

Training and employment 
service providers will deliver 
information on the opportu-
nities for training or retrain-
ing to enter the disability sec-
tor workforce.

Mr Piccolo said accessing the 
NDIS can feel a little over-
whelming at times so the 
availability of advocacy ser-
vices will also be discussed.

“Families and carers play an 
important role in support-
ing people with a disability 
the expo and forum will also 
outline what support services 
are available to them,” Mr 
Piccolo said.

The expo and forum will 
be held on Wednesday 30th 
March from 6:00pm at the 
Gawler Community and 
Sports Centre on Nixon Ter-
race, Gawler.

More information about 
the Expo and Forum can be 
found at www.tonypiccolo.
org/disabilities-forum-expo. 

More information about 
the Expo and Forum can be 
found on the back page of 
this edition of Enlightened.

.... Continued from page 1

People living with a disabil-
ity, and their families and 
carers living in the local area, 
will benefit from improved 
services as the National Dis-
ability Insurance Scheme 
(NDIS) is rolled out.

Just prior to Christmas the 
Commonwealth and South 
Australian governments 
reached agreement on the 
full roll out of the scheme, 

with the Barossa Region re-
ceiving priority.

Negotiations for the agree-
ment for the full roll out of 
the scheme were spearhead-
ed by local Member of Par-
liament and former Minister 
for Disabilities Mr Tony Pic-
colo.

Mr Piccolo said the staged 
roll-out would begin with an 
age-based roll out for young 
people, then a region-by-re-

gion roll-out for adults. 

“From 1 January 2017, teen-
agers aged 15–17 year olds 
will transition, and from July 
2017 South Australian adults 
aged 18-64 will transition by 
geographical area, based on 
the state’s Disability Regions.

“The first areas to transition 
will be the Barossa, Light and 
Lower North, and the Local 
Government Area of Play-
ford.

“We are continuing to work 
in partnership with the dis-
ability sector throughout the 
roll-out, and we can assure 
South Australians living with 
disability that existing sup-
port services will be retained 
during the transition to en-
sure they are not disadvan-
taged.

 “For some of our most vul-
nerable people, this will 
mean they have the support 
they deserve to live fulfilling 
lives.”

Mr Piccolo said the signing 
of the agreement has been 
welcomed by local families 
who say that they can now 
see light at the end of the 
tunnel.

Gawler East mum Angela 
MacFarlane said she wel-
comed the news that agree-
ment to roll out the scheme 
in full had been signed.

Mrs MacFarlane is the mum 
of 20 year old Eric who has 
a number of disability relat-
ed conditions with the family 
providing him with full time 
care.

“I am hopeful that Eric will 
receive the sort of supports 
that will enable him to access 
more services, develop new 
skills and be able to live more 
independently, Mrs Macfar-
lane said.

Evanston Park mother of 
four Jill Taylor, who’s 19 year 
old daughter Holly finished 
the modified school program 
at Gawler and District Col-
lege at the end of 2014,  is 
looking forward to the new 
opportunities the NDIS will 
be able to provide Holly.

“Like every other parent we 
want all our children to be 
able to grow up, find mean-
ingful work and live happy 
and independent lives,” Mrs 
Taylor said.

Mr Piccolo said the Com-
monwealth and South Aus-
tralian governments have 
each provided an additional 
$50 million to the NDIS tran-
sition. This means children 
aged 0–14 in South Australia 
that have not yet accessed the 
NDIS will be able to do so 
from February 2016.”

“This is a significant change 
for people living with a dis-
ability and the disability 
services sector, and that’s 
why we are introducing the 
scheme in stages to ensure 
that it is carefully managed.

“The agreement will deliver 
improved services to local 
families and will give peo-
ple living with disability a 
greater say in the services – 
in short it gives them more 
control and choice.
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DISABILITIES FEATURE

NDIS ROLL OUT TO BENEFIT LOCAL FAMILIES

Local Member Tony Piccolo pictured with local families Eric and Angela MacFarlane and Gill and Holly Taylor

South Australian Police 
are to receive specialist 
interview training from 
the Centre for Investi-
gative Interviewing at 
Deakin University to 
ensure people with a 
disability are afforded 
justice in the legal sys-
tem.

Local Member of Parlia-
ment, Mr Tony Piccolo 
said specialist training 
for investigative inter-
viewers working with 
vulnerable witnesses is a 
key initiative in the Dis-
ability Justice Plan.

Deakin University are 
comprised of world-
class researchers and 
trainers in investigative 
interviewing, and will 
provide access to spe-
cialist resources and 
customised training to 
develop and maintain 
interviewer competen-
cy.

State Parliament was 
recently told that under 
the partnership with the 
Attorney-General’s De-
partment, Deakin Uni-
versity will also under-
take new world-leading 
research into interview-
ing people with disabil-
ity. 

Mr Piccolo said the re-
sults of this research will 
further enhance tech-
niques for interviewing 
people with a disability 
in the existing training 
program.

“Importantly, the train-
ing will give effect to the 
policy and intention of 
the Statutes Amendment 
(Vulnerable Witnesses) 
Act 2015, which was 
passed by Parliament 
with all party support 
and receiving Royal As-
sent on 6 August 2015,” 
Mr Piccolo said. 

“The Act is intended to 
come into operation on 
27 June 2016, by which 
time the first cohort of 
interviewers will have 
been trained.”

It is anticipated that 
100 interviewers will 
be trained per calendar 
year over the initial two-
year agreement with 
Deakin University, fol-
lowing which the Gov-
ernment has the option 
of two 12-month exten-
sions based on perfor-
mance.

On Friday 5 February 
2016, Assistant Com-
missioner Linda Fellows 
launched the training 
program at Fort Largs 
Police Academy, in a 
half-day event involving 
approximately 70 train-
ing participants.

JUSTICE FOR 
PEOPLE wITH 
A DISABILITY

DISABILITY EXPO AND FORUM TO SHOwCASE THE SECTOR

Tony Piccolo with staff and clients at the Nuriootpa site of Barossa Leisure Options.
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People seeking employment in the 
growing disability sector will have 
a range of training options avail-
able to them, according to local 
Member of Parliament and former 
Minister for Disabilities, Mr Tony 
Piccolo.

Mr Piccolo said that the roll out 
of the National Disability Insur-

ance Scheme (NDIS) is expected 
to generate about 6,000 jobs across 
the state, with over 2,000 of them 
in the Barossa and Northern Ade-
laide Regions.

Mr Piccolo said that he had been 
advised that around 5,000 subsi-
dised training places in qualifica-
tions which support the disability 

sector are available through the 
TAFE SA and qualifying private 
training providers.

TAFE SA’s Educational Manager 
for Disability and Aged Care train-
ing programs, Ms Josephine Cray 
said they are excited about the job 
and training opportunities and 

benefits that will flow to jobseek-
ers in northern Adelaide and the 
Barossa through the introduction 
of the National Disability Insur-
ance Scheme.

Ms Cray said there was strong in-
terest in many TAFE SA programs, 
including the Certificate III in Dis-
ability, which provides students 
with the skills and knowledge they 
need to gain employment as a dis-
ability support worker.

  “All students in this program 
undertake work placements – in 
organisations and environments 
such as community and residen-
tial facilities, schools, homes, and 
excursions - so they can gain ex-
perience working with clients,” Ms 
Cray said.
Cathy Miller, CEO of one of South 
Australia’s leading disability ser-
vices providers, Minda, said in-
creasing demand for services by 
northern-suburbs families was 
likely to create a number of local 
employment opportunities in the 
rapidly-growing disability sector.

Ms Miller said the organisation 
continued to receive strong inter-
est from people wanting to re-skill, 
and for those wanting to forge a ca-
reer in the disability sector, Minda 

is pleased to offer quality training 
through our SA Learning Centre, 
as well as hands-on training and 
employment opportunities.

Ms Miller said the South Austra-
lian Learning Centre also helps to 
advance career pathways for staff 
and workers in the sector, and 
more information about the vari-
ous courses on offer can be found 
at https://www.salearningcentre.
com.au/ 

TAFE SA’s Ms Cray says that once 
students realise they wish to pur-
sue further careers in the disabil-
ity care sector, they may contin-
ue their studies at Certificate IV 
level part-time and then go on to 
Flinders University’s Bachelor of 
Disability and Development Edu-
cation.

 She says places remain available to 
begin studies at TAFE SA’s Barossa 
and Salisbury campus in February. 
Applications for the Certificate III 
in Disability (CHC30408) must be 
received by 31 January, through 
the Community Services and 
Health Study Area on the TAFE 
SA  website at www.tafesa.edu.au.   
The direct page link for Disability 
Courses is http://www.tafesa.edu.
au/courses/community-health/

TRAINING AVAILABLE FOR RE-SKILLING TO MEET JOBS GROwTH 

The roll out of the National Dis-
ability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) 
in the Barossa and northern sub-
urbs will deliver a significant boost 
to jobs in the region according to 
local Member of Parliament and 
former (as of Tuesday 19th January) 
Minister for Disabilities Mr Tony 
Piccolo.

Mr Piccolo said the new national 
scheme will give people living with 
a disability and their families and 
carers greater choice and control 
for people and also create demand 
for more services thus creating 
more jobs in the sector.

“Based on research by the Pro-
ductivity Commission, when the 
NDIS is fully operational from July 

2018, almost 2000 new jobs will be 
created in the Barossa and Ade-
laide’s northern suburbs.

Mr Piccolo said the jobs boost will 
provide critical employment in 
a region impacted by recent and 
forecast closures in the automotive 
industry.

There are currently 5722 people 
with disabilities receiving support 
services in the Barossa and North-
ern Adelaide region.

Mr Piccolo met with representa-
tives from a range of disability ser-
vices providers recently to discuss 
their plans to expand their ser-
vices in the northern Adelaide and 
Barossa Region.

New opportunities will be avail-
able in a range of disability jobs 
including, organisational support 
positions, personal assistants to 
people with disability, allied health 
therapists, case managers, local 
area coordinators, mental health 
nurses and support workers and 
direct care workers.

Lighthouse Disability Chief Execu-
tive Officer Marj Ellis said as their 
business expands with the rollout 
of the NDIS, they expect to employ 
more staff for their adult and chil-
dren’s services. 

“We employ people with values 
that are aligned to our business, 
and ensure access to training in 
disability to enable staff to develop 

the confidence and skills that they 
need,” Ms Ellis said.

“We have successfully employed 
people from a wide range of back-
grounds, like the automotive sec-
tor, a delivery driver, a beauty ther-
apist and a security officer.

“Aside from the rewards that come 
from working with people, they 
can also see career pathway oppor-
tunities.”

South Australian disability ser-
vices provider, Minda, is keen to 
expand its highly successful Day 
Options programs –MyPath -into 
Adelaide’s northern suburbs and 
further afield in response to grow-
ing demand by local families. 

Minda CEO Cathy Miller said in-
creasing demand for services by 
northern-suburbs families had 
prompted the interest, with future 
expansion likely to create a num-
ber of local employment opportu-
nities in the rapidly-growing dis-
ability sector.

“Our MyPath program has been 
developed to enhance an individ-
ual’s social and life skills, helps 
participants to set and achieve 
individual goals, assist transition 
into adult life, and provides access 
to a wide range of activities and 
life experiences - and we welcome 
the opportunity to expand to Ade-
laide’s north, “Ms Miller said.

“This will mean that more peo-
ple can participate in a variety of 
high quality, engaging Day Op-
tion programs, including cooking, 
gardening, sporting activities and 
art, which enhance social and life 
skills, develop and build on inter-
ests, abilities and support commu-
nity participation.”

Ms Miller said the organisation 
continued to receive strong inter-
est from people wanting to re-skill 
for the rapidly-growing disability 
sector.

 “For those wanting to forge a ca-
reer in the disability sector, Minda 
is pleased to offer quality training 
through our SA Learning Centre, 
as well as hands-on training and 
employment opportunities.” 

Novita Children’s Service Chief 
Executive Officer Glenn Rappens-
berg said the NDIS is creating ex-
citing opportunities for children 
and adults with disability, their 
families and carers, and the com-
munity as a whole, through the 
expanding number and variety of 
jobs emerging across South Aus-
tralia. 

“Since the start of the trial, staff 
numbers at Novita have grown by 
30 per cent. This has been essential 
to provide the increased quantity 
and range of services that NDIS 
participants are requesting,” Mr 
Rappensberg said.

“The NDIS is triggering wide scale 
change across the disability sup-
port and service sector. Staff are 
now working in an environment 
where they can be innovative and 
tailor the supports they provide to 
meet a child’s or parent’s evolving 
goals and aspirations. 

“At Novita, we are preparing to 
recruit more allied health and dis-
ability support worker staff in the 
New Year, so that we can enable 
more children and young adults to 
discover their abilities and reach 
the potential.”

For more information about the 
NDIS visit www.ndis.gov.au/sa. 

Local MP Tony Piccolo discussing the training opportunities available at TAFE SA with Josephine Cray and TAFE SA Business Development  
Manager, Penny Johnston.

DISABILITY SCHEME ROLL OUT TO PROVIDE JOBS BOOST

Discussing the job opportunities created by the roll out of the NDIS with local Member of Parliament Tony Piccolo are (from left) are Raphael 
Murphy  from Novita, Rob Dempsey and Gai Dawe from Minda Inc, Lighthouse Disability CEO, Marj Ellis and Karina Bunker from Novita.



Up to 70,000 disability per-
mit holders could benefit 
from a new mobile phone 
application that provides 
information about the type 
and location of accessible 
car parks across metropoli-
tan and regional South Aus-
tralia.

Local Member of Parlia-
ment, Mr Tony Piccolo said 
the State Government has 
developed a free mobile 
phone app to help people 
with disability share and lo-
cate accessible parking spac-
es around South Australia. 

Disabilities Minister Leesa 
Vlahos said the new Blue-
Bays app provides up-to-

date information about 
accessible parking spaces 
across the State for people 
with a disability parking 
permit. 

“Users can search for ac-
cessible parking spaces by 
postcode or address, and get 
descriptions of accessible 
spaces, including if they are 
metered,” Ms Vlahos said.

The tool was developed after 
feedback from the commu-
nity that finding accessible 
parking spaces is often very 
difficult, particularly when 
in unfamiliar areas. 

The app, which takes its 
name from the blue and 

white signage that identifies 
accessible parking spaces, 
can be downloaded on mo-
bile and desktop devices. 

Ms Vlahos said the BlueBays 
app uses a crowd sourcing 
platform, where technology 
is key to populating the app 
as it relies on users to identi-
fy parking spaces and share 
their knowledge.

Mr Piccolo said that while 
not all accessible parks are 
listed yet, each week more 
and more are being added. 

“I encourage people to 
download the free app on 
their iPhone, iPad or An-
droid devices and to start 
adding information about 
their areas,” Mr Piccolo said. 

Sandy Creek mum Sharon 
Gwynne has welcomed the 
new app as it will make it 
easier for her to find a park 
when she is travelling with 
her daughter Jasmine who 
has a disability.

Ms Gwynne is active in the 
Barossa in increasing com-
munity awareness and un-
derstanding of the needs of 
people living with a disabil-
ity. 

Ms Gwynne said any pro-
posal that helps people liv-
ing with a disability and 
their families and carer live 
with greater dignity is al-
ways welcome.

Mr Piccolo said the Blue-
Bays app is now available 
from the Apple App Store 
and Google Play.
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   DISABILITIES FEATURE

NEw PHONE APP HELPS LOCATE 
DISABILITY CARPARKS

Sandy Creek mum Sharon Gwynne with daughter Jasmine using the new 
BlueBays app.

HUB TO HELP TRAIN PEOPLE FOR 
THE DISABILITY SECTOR

A disability hub will be es-
tablished to help train or 
retrain people to work in the 
disability sector.

Local Member of Parlia-
ment, Mr Tony Piccolo said 
that in order to provide the 
skills and training opportu-
nities required for the roll 
out of the National Disability 
Insurance Scheme, Premier 
Jay Weatherill announced 
in January a $4 million Dis-
ability Employment Hub to 
help train former automo-
tive workers, upskill existing 
workers and encourage uni-
versity students to work in 
the disability sector.

Mr Piccolo said the Hub has 
been developed in consulta-
tion with consumers, fami-

lies and other stakeholders 
who identified the prima-
ry need for training NDIS 
workers.

“Not only will this initiative 
provide the skilled workers 
required to deliver NDIS 
services, it will provide a sig-
nificant economic boost to 
the local economy and offer 
a range of career opportuni-
ties to young people living in 
the north,” Mr Piccolo said.

The Hub will be of particular 
interest to people who may 
not have considered a career 
in the disability sector.

Mr Piccolo said that there 
is an increasing number 
of people who have transi-
tioned from other indus-

tries, such as manufacturing, 
to the disability sector after 
undertaking the necessary 
training and work place-
ments.

TAFE SA and a number of 
not for profit and private 
organisations offer a range 
of programs to assist people 
to gain the necessary knowl-
edge and  skills to start a ca-
reer in the disability sector. 

Information for clients and 
the development and appli-
cation of technology to assist 
people with disabilities in 
their lives were among the 
other priorities identified 
by a steering committee and 
these priorities are being ad-
dressed by other programs.

Premier Jay Weatherill announcing the $4 million Disability Employment Hub.

As both Minister for Dis-
abilities and Mental Health, 
I’m looking forward to lead-
ing South Australia’s col-
laboration with the Com-
monwealth to deliver the 
National Disability Insur-
ance Scheme (NDIS).

The NDIS represents one of 
the most significant health 
and welfare reforms in Aus-
tralia’s history. South Austra-
lia is playing a leading role by  
piloting and implementing 
the scheme for children aged 
up to 14 years.

This will result in better 
support opportunities for 
people with disabilities and 
better employment oppor-
tunities for people working 
and wanting to work in the 
disability sector.

During this year, all remain-
ing children 14 years and 
under across South Austra-
lia will enter the scheme.

Young people aged 15 to 
17 year old will enter the 
scheme in the first half of 
2017.

From mid-2017, adults will 
begin entering the scheme 
starting with people from 
Adelaide’s northern suburbs, 
creating 1700 new jobs and 
providing services and sup-
port for some of our State’s 
most vulnerable people.

In order to provide the 
skills and training op-
portunities required for 
the NDIS roll out, Pre-
mier Jay Weatherill has  
announced a $4 million  
Disability Employment Hub 
to train former automotive  
workers, upskill existing 
workers and encourage uni-
versity students to work in the  
disability sector.

The Hub has been developed 
in consultation with con-
sumers, families and other  
stakeholders who identified 

the primary need for train-
ing NDIS workers.

Not only will this initiative 
provide the skilled workers 
required to deliver NDIS 
services, it will provide a sig-
nificant economic boost to 
the local economy and offer 
a range of career opportuni-
ties to young people living in 
the north.

Information for clients and 
the development and appli-
cation of technology to assist 
people with disabilities in 
their lives were among the 
other priorities identified 
by a steering committee and 
these priorities are being ad-
dressed by other programs. 

Eventually, when the full 
scheme is in place in 2018-
2019, there will be 32,000 
participants and 6200 peo-
ple employed to care for 
them in South Australia.

The State Government is 

contributing $723 million 
annually to fund its share 
of the scheme, nearly 50 per 
cent of the total cost here in 
South Australia.

People with psychiatric dis-
ability will also be eligible 
for the NDIS, entering the 
scheme in 2018-2019.   Pre-
viously, people with psy-
chiatric disability were ex-
pected to receive all their 
clinical and support services 
through state mental health 
services.

The disability services in-
dustry has high levels of job 
satisfaction because you are 
making a huge difference to 
the quality of life of people 
with disability.

I encourage anyone want-
ing to work in the sector to 
consider pursuing one of 
the 6200 employment op-
portunities arising from the 
transmission to the NDIS in 
South Australia.

NDIS AND THE NORTHERN SUBURBS

Leesa Vlahos MP, Minister for Disabilities.



Local woman, Helen Hop-
pmann, is not only the newest 
board member of the Multiple 
Sclerosis Society of South Aus-
tralia and the Northern Territo-
ry, she is also the only member 
with the disease.

Passionate about raising aware-
ness of the auto-immune disease 
as well as fundraising, Helen 
started the local MSchievious 
Bunch, an independent support 
group for local MS sufferers.

Multiple sclerosis (MS) is an 
incurable disease of the central 
nervous system that can affect 
the brain, spinal cord and optic 
nerves. For Helen, it started with 
her foot feeling numb, similar to 
when you’ve been sitting on it 
for a while. Since her original di-
agnosis and the terrifying advice 
that “she wouldn’t be walking 
for the rest of her life” Helen has 
persevered from wheel chair, to 
walking frame to walking stick 
and now walking on her own.

“For me, going on the Board is 
a way to raise more funding for 
SA to bring a lot more services 
to those living with MS in SA 
and the NT” said Helen.

In 2014 Local Member, Tony 
Piccolo, helped launch their 
2015 Calendar, featuring 12 
brave women who suffer from 
MS in a slightly naughty and ris-
qué calendar. And in September 
last year, the group held a very 
successful fundraising event 
with a Ghost Tour of Gawler.

Last year, the MS Bunch were 

recognised by the Premier, Jay 
Weatherill, for their outstanding 
fundraising efforts and contri-
butions to the wellbeing of fel-
low MS sufferers.

Did you know, Multiple sclero-
sis (MS) is the most common 
chronic disease of the central 
nervous system among young 
Australians? Victoria has more 
people with MS than any other 
state in Australia. MS is not con-
tagious, but it is progressive and 
unpredictable.

For more information on MS 
contact MS Australia on 1800 
042 138.

Mrs Helen Hoppmann.

Local Gawler champion, Joshua 
Eynon, is a fantastic example of a 
young person living their life to the 
fullest.

A student at St Brigid’s Catho-
lic School, his favourite subject 
is sport which has led him to be 
a boccia champion and com-
pete in the Australian National  
Championships in Sydney for the 
past two years.

A member of Barossa Magpie Club, 
Josh has been playing the Paralym-
pic sport for three years and is very 
proud that he is the youngest mem-
ber of the South Australian Junior 
team. 

Last year he came home with a sil-

ver medal and is hoping to do one 
better this year and win gold.

Mum, Serena, said she and her hus-
band are so very proud of their son’s 
ability to lead such a full and satisfy-
ing life, despite suffering from spina 
bifida.

Spina bifida is a birth defect where 
there is incomplete closing of the 
backbone and membranes around 
the spinal cord. 

Serena said Josh is also keen to play 
different sports in the future, in-
cluding rugby, and to be part of the 
Australian Paralympic team.

“He just wants to give it a go, no 
matter whether it is playing sport, 
on the giant swings or even a flying 

fox,” Serena said.

Local Member, Tony Piccolo has 
met Josh a couple of times, most re-
cently at school during their voting 
for SRCs. 

Mr Piccolo said Josh is an inspi-
ration to any young person with a 
disability.

Josh also has hydrocephalus, a 
rare medical condition when there 
is an abnormal accumulation of  
cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) in the 
brain. This causes increased intra-
cranial pressure inside the skull and 
may cause progressive enlargement 
of the head if it occurs in childhood, 
potentially causing convulsion, tun-
nel vision, and intellectual disability.

Although only 10 years old, he is 
already a seasoned traveller and has 
been interstate and overseas many 
times. 

Josh says his favourite country is 
New Zealand but loves to visit Mel-
bourne and Tweed Heads where his 
Nanna lives.

This year Josh is hoping to visit New 
Zealand again, go on a cruise with 
his family, complete his 5th year of 
the Premier’s Reading Challenge 
and has signed up for the Children’s 
University Challenge. 

If time permits, he also hopes to 
represent South Australia at the 
National Boccia Championships 
in Sydney again and maybe fit in a 
quick trip to Melbourne.

That is, of course, fitting around his 
school studies and his boccia train-
ing!

Members of the Sit Down Shutup and 
Watch! Film and New Media Festival Steer-
ing Committee have announced that their 
next International Film Festival will be held 
on Friday 21st October at the historic Angas-

ton Town Hall.

Ms Lee Witczak, Chairperson of the SDSW 
Steering Committee is urging all film buffs 
to put that date in their diaries now to en-

sure they do not miss out.

Local Member of Parliament, Mr. Tony 
Piccolo attended the recent meeting of the 
Committee to hear what progress has been 
made to screen the next festival.

Committee Secretary Samantha Charles 
said that they (the Committee) made dis-
ability history in 2014 with their very first 
film and new media festival for people with 
learning disabilities in South Australia and 
across the world.  

“It was fabulous!” said Ms Charles.

“We screened 43 short films made by peo-
ple with learning disabilities from all around 
the world, nearly 500 people came from all 
over (some from interstate), and we had the 
best awards night ever! “.

Ms Charles said 2016 is going to be anoth-
er great year for the Committee as they are 
well on their way with plans for their second 
SDSW festival, which is going to be even 
bigger and better than the first.

Call for Entries are out and due on Monday 
4th April 2016. 

Matthew Wauchope, Committee Member 
and Workshop Facilitator said they are call-
ing on all learning disabled film makers to 
send in their films for the 2016 Festival.  

To be eligible, films need to be no longer 
than 10 minutes in length and people with 
learning disabilities need to have had a sig-
nificant role in the production as actors, 
camera crew, writer, director etc.

Mr Wauchope said in 2014 they were 
thrilled with the number of overseas entries 
overseas and this year we are keen to screen 
more local films. 

“To encourage schools and communities 
involved with people with learning disabili-
ties to put their toe in the water, we are run-
ning four learning disability led film making 
workshops across South Australia in the first 
half of the year,” Mr Wauchope said.

“The first will be in Renmark between Tues-
day 8th March and Friday 11th March, fol-
lowed by workshops in Mt Gambier, Pt Au-
gusta and Pt Lincoln.”  

Mr Piccolo said he thoroughly enjoyed at-
tending the inaugural Festival in 2014 and 
was very pleased to be part of the awards 
ceremony held at the end of the festival, and 
in particular walking along the red carpet.

Ms Witczak is urging people to put a big cir-
cle around Friday 21 October for the second 
fantastic and fun-filled Sit Down Shutup 
and Watch Film and New Media Festival! 

Ms Witczak also gave a big thank you to 
their  major sponsor, the Thyne Reid Foun-
dation  for helping make the  festival pos-
sible.

For more information and a 2016 Entry 
Form check out their website: http://sit-
downshutupandwatch.com/  or contact our 
Festival Coordinator, Sue Morley [email: 
sue.morley@tutti.org.au ] for more informa-
tion.
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DISABILITIES FEATURE

HELEN RAISES MS HOPES

2016 LEARNING DISABILITIES FILM FESTIVAL ANNOUNCED

JOSHUA’S ZEST FOR LIFE BOwLS THEM OVER

Getting Ready for the 2016 Film Festival with Local Member of Parliament Mr Tony Piccolo  are (from left) Ryan 
Thomas, Aileen Pomeroy, Secretary Matthew Wauchope, Chairperson Lee Witczak, Sam[antha]  Charles, James 
Kurtze and Lorcan Hopper

Scott Elsworth with local Gawler champion Joshua Eynon.
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FOCUS ON WOMEN

wOMEN CELEBRATE CENTENARY 
OF POLICING IN SA
South Australia has recently celebrated 100 
years of women in policing.

Local Member and former Minister for  
Police Tony Piccolo said that during 2015 
he was proud to appoint Assistant Com-
missioner Linda Williams to the position 
of Deputy Commissioner, the highest rank 
ever achieved by a woman in the SA Police 
force.

Mr Piccolo said South Australian Police 
(SAPOL) has a rich and diverse history  
dating back to 1838 and women have played 
an integral role in determining SAPOL’s 
identity, particularly in the past century.

Mr Piccolo said women have come a long 
way in SAPOL since the South Australian 
Women Police Branch came into operation 
on 1 December 1915 – the first of its kind in 
the British Empire. 

South Australia’s first female consta-
bles, Kate Cocks (the first Woman Police  

Principal) and Annie Ross, performed  
important but restricted plain clothes du-
ties, mainly dealing with matters relating to 
women and children.

Mr Piccolo said the role of female police has 
altered significantly over the years and they 
are now at the forefront of modern policing, 
a long way from the days of focusing primar-
ily on welfare, social and family based issues.

“The role of female police continues to 
evolve, and SAPOL now has female role 
models at all levels within the organisation, 
each providing women with encourage-
ment to take the first step in realising their  
ambition. 

“Today, SAPOL offers women extensive 
opportunities, interesting experiences and  
interaction with people from all walks of life, 
while the organisation is rewarded with the 
important skills and experience they bring 
to the job. 

FIRIES GO PINK FOR BREAST CANCER RESEARCH
Metropolitan Fire Service (MFS) appli-
ance has been painted pink as part of the 
campaign to promote the 2016 Mother’s 
Day Classic.
The Mother’s Day Classic is a fun run held 
each year on Mother’s Day with the aim 
of raising money for the National Breast 
Cancer Foundation. 

Speaking at the campaign launch, local 
Member of Parliament and former Min-
ister for Emergency Services Tony Pic-
colo said the Mother’s Day Classic raises 
money for the National Breast Cancer 
Foundation. 

Since its inception in 1998 the event has 
raised $27.4 million nationally in support 
of breast cancer research.

Mr Piccolo said the alliance between the 
Metropolitan Fire Service and the Moth-
er’s Day Classic event acknowledges that 
both men and women are affected by 
breast cancer. 

“Not only can men be diagnosed with 
breast cancer themselves, in fact two male 
MFS firefighters have received this diag-
nosis and are survivors,” Mr Piccolo said.

One in eight Australian women will be 
diagnosed with breast cancer by the time 
they turn 85 years. 

In 2015 it is estimated that over 15,000 
women were diagnosed with breast can-
cer. 

“This number is quite simply far too 
high,” Mr Piccolo said.

In 2016 the Mother’s Day Classic will be 
held at Peace Park in the city of Adelaide 
on the morning of Sunday May 8.

“I encourage everyone to consider entry 
into such a worthwhile event,” Mr Piccolo 
said

The Adelaide event is yet to attract 10,000 
participants and organisers are hopeful 
that the alliance launched by the MFS 
and the United Firefighters Union (South 
Australia) will boost participation.

To register for the event go online at 
http://www.mothersdayclassic.com.au/
event-info/event-locations-map/ade-
laide/ 

At the recent Barossa Community Cabinet afternoon tea at the Gawler & Barossa Jockey Club Function Room are (from 
left) SA’s First Women Deputy Commissioner of SA Police, Linda Williams; Local Member Tony Piccolo; local Business 
Women Louise Drummond and Patricia Dent; and Barossa Local Service Area Commander,  Chief Inspector Alex Zim-
merman.

With local Member Tony piccolo at the launch of Mother’s Day Classic are (from left) Firefighter Brenton Parker, Senior Firefighter 
Andrew Kleinig, Senior Communications Operator Carly White, and Station Officer Dave Low

CELEBRATING wOMEN IN 2016

This year Gawler celebrated International 
Women’s Day at two events.

The first event was hosted by the northern 
VIEW Clubs on Sunday 6 March at the 
Gawler and Barossa Jockey Club. Guest 
speakers at this event included Frances Bed-
ford MP, who spoke on Muriel Matters, and 
Abby Davis who talked about Finding True 
North at a special afternoon tea. 

The View Club’s theme of “Make it Happen 
– Wear Purple” created a wonderful kaleido-
scope of colourful outfits by attendees.

The second event was held on Tuesday 8 
March, where the Zonta Club of Gawler, 
CWA, Gawler Girl Guides and View Club 
hosted a breakfast at the Gawler Greyhound 
Clubrooms. 

The theme for the breakfast was “Togeth-
er we can end violence against women and 

girls” and their guest speaker, Mandy Macky, 
Director of Dymock’s Books spoke passion-
ately about her experiences as past SA State 
Commissioner and Australian Chief Com-
mission of Girl Guides.

Worldwide, women continue to contribute 
to social, economic, cultural and political 
achievement. Although there is much to cel-
ebrate, progress towards gender parity has 
slowed in many places.

The theme for 2016 International Women’s 
Day on 8 March was “Planet 50-50 by 2030: 
Step It Up for Gender Equality”.

Whether it’s helping women and girls 
achieve their ambitions, or developing a 
more inclusive and flexible culture or elim-
inating workplace bias, everyone can be a 
leader within their own circles of influence 
and commit to taking pragmatic action to 
accelerate gender parity.

Back row: Sandra Cruickshank (Girl Guides), Maggie Gregory (Zon-
ta), Joan McLean (CWA), Pru Blackwell (Zonta), Joan Gent (CWA). 
Seated: Pauline La Roche (VIEW), Win Nicolai (Girl Guides), and 
Naomi Reschke (Zonta).

Velda Atkinson, past National President with Val Jackson, past 
President of TTG View.

Ms Frances Bedford MP presenting a fascinating 
history of Women Suffragettes and Muriel Matters.
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ENVIRONMENT SLOwLY RECOVERING FROM PINERY FIRES

SPORTS ACADEMY BACKS LOCAL CLUBS

The Northern Region Sports Acade-
my (NRSA) has been operating out of 
STARplex for 10 years providing clubs 
with assistance through coaching and 
athlete development courses. 

According to Local Member of 
ParAwealth of sporting codes in the 
local area with each code having nu-
merous clubs or associations. 

Mr Piccolo said despite the sport-
ing differences, many of the sporting 
clubs are faced with the same issues.

“One the most appealing aspects 
of life in the Light electorate is the 
thriving community spirit with sport 
playing an important role in keeping 
a community together,” said Mr Pic-
colo.

Mr Dale Martin of the NRSA ap-
proached Mr Piccolo seeking advice 
on what was the most effective way 
for the Academy to distribute infor-
mation about the services it provides.

Mr Martin’s call for assistance result-
ed in the idea of a Sport Forum with 

all sporting clubs and associations 
within the Light electorate invited to 
attend to hear what types of support 
are available through both Govern-
ment and Non-Government agencies.

On 29 January 2016, representatives 
from a wide range of local sporting 
clubs and associations met at STAR-
plex to discuss the common issues 
that they face, with key issues being 
facility maintenance and grants fund-
ing.

Mr Ilia Houridis, Director of Facili-
ty Development and Infrastructure 
with the Office of Recreation and 
Sport, provided a broad overview of 
the grants available to individuals and 
clubs. He also outlined the assistance 
the Office can provide to clubs in de-
termining which grants are most suit-
able to them and how to prepare grant 
applications.

Mr Martin also informed the partici-
pants of the service that the NRSA is 
able to provide to clubs and coaches.

Mr Piccolo said it was great to be able 
to assist the clubs as many were not 
aware of all the services that were 
available to assist in their continued 
development.

If any club or association was not in 
attendance and would like informa-
tion about future forums or more 
information about what was made 
available on the evening, they should 
contact the Light electorate office on 
85 222 878 or at light@parliament.
sa.gov.au to register their club’s details 
and interests.

The Minister for Sustainability, Environ-
ment and Conservation, Ian Hunter, is look-
ing forward to receiving feedback from the 
Natural Resources Committee of State Par-
liament following a recent tour of the Pinery 
fire zone by Committee Members. 

The Committee saw firsthand some collabo-
rative programmes that the Department for 
Environment, Water and Natural Resources 
(DEWNR) is delivering in the Pinery Fire 
affected landscape to support community 
recovery after the fire.

As with the Sampson Flat fire, DEWNR 
through Natural Resources (NR), Adelaide 
and Mount Lofty Ranges (AMLR), and NR 
Northern & Yorke (N&Y) will continue to 
provide support and advice to many of these 
property owners to ensure the recovery of 

natural resources and the ongoing sustain-
able management of natural assets in the 
area. 

Mr Hunter said the Pinery fire caused signif-
icant damage to property, agricultural land 
and natural bushland that will result in long 
term challenges in the management of natu-
ral resources within the area. 

“A large proportion of the landholders who 
have been affected are commercial land-
holders where the impacts on primary pro-
ducers and the local communities will be felt 
for many years,” Mr Hunter said.

A Natural Resources Recovery Committee 
has been set up by Natural Resources AMLR 
and N&Y, in collaboration with Primary In-
dustries and Regions SA (PIRSA), the En-
vironment Protection Authority (EPA), the 
CFS, and the Wakefield, Light Regional and 
Mallala councils, to ensure a coordinated 
approach to provision of community sup-
port around recovery of natural resources.

For example, a $49,000 grant partnership 
between the AMLR NRM Board and PIR-
SA delivers a range of on-ground works to 
address soil erosion issues. Clay delving and 
spreading will take place at five demonstra-
tion sites across the fire-affected landscape. 

A Vegetation Recovery Committee has been 
established in partnership with Trees For 
Life, Greening Australia, State Flora, TAFE-
SA, Barossa Bushgardens, local councils and 
several landcare and community nurseries 
to provide 20,000 native seedlings to fire 
affected landholders to re-establish shelter-
belts, paddock trees and gardens.

The Committee’s tour focussed on a range 
of natural resource and primary production 
issues such as loss of vegetation, soil erosion 
and impacts on stock. 

The tour visited four properties where mem-
bers were able to view specific issues, discuss 
impacts with landholders and other com-
munity members and hear from DEWNR 
staff about some of the programs that NR 
Adelaide & Mount Lofty Ranges (AMLR) 
and Northern & Yorke (N&Y) have devel-
oped to support the community recovery 
process. 

Local Member of Parliament, Mr Tony Pic-
colo, who joined the tour, said that seeing 
first-hand the devastation caused by the 
Pinery fire was confronting for some com-
mittee members. 

“Committee members  really appreciated the 
opportunity to meet with farmers at Was-
leys, Tarlee and Mallala to learn about the 

challenges still faced by local communities, 
and how the Department of Environment, 
Water and Natural Resources, the Environ-
ment Protection Authority, together with 
NRM Boards, ag bureaus and organisations, 
including BlazeAid, are working together to 
support resilience and recovery.” 

“Some of the issues that stood out are the 
impacts on native vegetation, soil health and 
erosion, and the risks posed by pest animals 
and plants in the wake of the fire.” 

Mr Hunter said that DEWNR through NR, 
AMLR and N&Y implemented a communi-
ty recovery strategy to inform landowners 
and community members and provide them 
with resources to deal with the aftermath of 
the fires. 

The strategy, other information and re-
sources can be found at http://www.natural-
resources.sa.gov.au/adelaidemtloftyranges/
land/fire-management/pinery-fire-recovery

Mr Ilia Houridis addressing the recent Sports forum held at STARplex

HOT wEATHER 

DELAYS  EAGLES 

GALA DAY
A Mini Roos Gala Day or-
ganised by the Gawler Eagles 
Soccer Club and the Reagan 
Milstein Foundation at the 
Karbeethan Reserve, Evan-
ston Gardens has had to be 
postponed to a later date 
when the temperature was 
predicted to soar on the day.

 The Eagles are planning to 
reschedule the event as soon 
as practical.

While a lot of soccer will be 
played, the focus of the day 
is to raise funds to provide 
footballing opportunities to 
young people, irrespective 
of their backgrounds, who 
would otherwise would be fi-
nancially unable to play.

Over 200 young people had 
registered to play in the tour-
nament on the day.

Club Patron, and Local 
Member of Parliament, Mr 
Tony Piccolo MP said the 
Foundation seeks to ‘inspire 
little stars through foot-
ball’ by sponsoring talented 
youngsters, providing match 
balls to various football clubs 
and helping to develop foot-
ball programs.

Mr Piccolo said the Foun-
dation also collects second 
hand football boots and re-
conditions them to send 
them to underprivileged 
children across Australia and 
overseas.

While the Gala Day has at-
tracted a number of sponsors, 
the Club would welcome the 
support of other businesses 
in the community.

The Adelaide United Foot-
ball Club are supporting the 
event and a number of ‘Reds” 
players will be attending and 
mixing with the kids on the 
day.

The day is also expected to be 
covered by one of Adelaide 
TV’s news services.

Mr Piccolo said that if any-
body wishes to support the 
event either financially or via 
the donation of second hand 
boots they should contact 
the club through their web-
site at http://www.gawlerea-
gles.com/ or they can obtain 
more information about the 
day on their facebook site at 
https://www.facebook.com/
Gawlereagles/

Hon Ian Hunter MLC.

Recovery of flora in the fire zone. Recovery of wildlife in the fire zone.



ARTS IN GAWLER

Local Member of Parliament Mr 
Tony Piccolo has welcomed the 
announcement by Orora Ltd to 
invest approximately $52 million 
in its glass manufacturing facility 
at its Argent Road, Roseworthy 
site. 

Mr Piccolo said the announce-
ment will secure the jobs of the  
existing 300-plus employees, cre-
ate an additional 85 jobs during 
the construction phase of the fa-
cility expansion and 25 ongoing 
jobs. 

This week the State Government 
approved a $2.4 million grant 
from Investment Attraction South  
Australia and Regions SA to be 
provided to Orora. 

Mr Piccolo said the expansion 
will include construction of ad-
ditional glass bottle manufac-
turing lines to increase output 
from its existing Gawler facility 
and also under consideration is a 
state-of-the art automated ware-
house. 

“The expansion will create addi-
tional ongoing supply chain ben-
efits to the local economy with an 
estimated increase of $10 million 
per annum spent within South 
Australia,” Mr Piccolo said.

Mr Piccolo said it is anticipated 
that a significant component of 
the construction expenditure 
will be procured from local sup-
pliers. 

Minister for Investment and 
Trade, Martin Hamilton-Smith, 

said Orora currently employs 
over 300 people at its existing 
Gawler facility, producing glass 
bottles for the wine and beer in-
dustries, and Orora’s investment 
will help the company meet 
growing demand being driven by 
increased wine exports to Asia. 

“To meet ongoing demand, Oro-
ra is currently importing bottles 
from overseas – so what this ex-
pansion means is that a majori-
ty of those imports will now be 
replaced by locally manufactured 
bottles,” Mr Hamilton-Smith 
said. 

“What we have here is a multi-na-
tional company investing signifi-
cant dollars to grow its business 
in South Australia, which shows 
a great vote of confidence in the 
State’s economy. 

Minister for Regional Develop-
ment, Geoff Brock, said this is 
an important investment for the 
region, which is why the State 
Government, through Regions 
SA and Investment Attraction 
South Australia, collaborated to 
provide $2.4 million in funding. 

“This not only helps create and 
secure jobs in northern Adelaide 
and the Barossa, Light and Low-
er North region, it also provides 
the State’s wineries and bottling 
companies with access to an ad-
ditional supply of South Austra-
lian-made bottles. 

“With investments like Orora’s, 
South Australia’s wine industry 
continues to take on the world.” 
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FOCUS ON JOBS

$24 MILLION INVESTMENT IN BUSINESS UNDERPINS LOOK NORTH PLAN
Look North – the Northern Adelaide re-
gional economic plan focuses on the key 
imperative of creating jobs, setting a goal of 
boosting local employment by 15,000 in the 
coming decade.

The plan thoroughly assesses the current 
and potential strengths of northern Adelaide 
and identifies the challenges and opportuni-
ties on the horizon.

According to the authors of the plan, through 
an unprecedented program of grassroots 
consultation, thousands of people put for-
ward their ideas, expressed their values and 
told us what they want their future to be.

A spokesperson for the State Government 
said the contribution of business and indus-
try was particularly valuable, and we’ll con-
tinue to work closely with them on the plan.

Local Member of Parliament, Mr Tony Pic-
colo, said fundamentally, it’s a plan to drive 
economic and social transformation in the 
region.

In 2016, South Australia is making the diffi-
cult but – in the end – rewarding transition 
from an “old” to a “new” economy.

Companies interviewed for the plan said 
they’re planning new investments that are 
worth a total of $247 million and will create 
1160 new jobs in the next 18 months.

The Look North plan demonstrates a sophis-
ticated understanding and a realisation that 
economic development must go hand-in-
hand with social advancement.

Mr Piccolo said a core value of the plan is the 
belief that the north will thrive only through 
the presence of three complementary ele-

ments – Industry Growth, Thriving Com-
munities and Responsive Governments.

At the launch of the plan on 28th January 
2016 at the Salisbury South plant of Bick-
fords Australia, the Premier, Jay Weatherill, 
announced initiatives valued at more than 
$24 million.

The initiatives include:

•	 $10 million will be injected into a 
Small Business Development Fund 
to encourage small businesses to 
expand and create jobs;

•	 $2 million will go towards an al-
liance of local businesses that will 
trial prototype electric-diesel buses 
manufactured in the north;

•	 $7 million will be spent on attract-
ing “anchor” tenants to the Food 
Park at Parafield, and on promot-
ing the use of renewable energy 
and energy storage at the park;

•	 up to $1 million will be used to 
help a key naval shipbuilding sup-
plier upgrade its infrastructure and 
equipment;

•	 $650,000 will be spent on the estab-
lishment of an industry alliance for 
the advanced modular construc-
tion sector, the development of a 
local live-music strategy, and the 
running of a youth resilience and 
empowerment program; and

•	 $4 million has been allocated for a 
new Disability Employment Hub 
designed to train former automo-
tive workers, improve the skills of 

current workers and encourage 
university students to join the dis-
ability sector.

Mr Weatherill said, that taken together, the 
measures announced will accelerate job 

creation and diversification in all six of the 
growth industries identified in the plan.

More information about 
the plan can be obtained  
at http://www.looknorth.com.au/

$52 MILLION INVESTMENT IS A ‘BOTTLER’ SAYS LOCAL MP

From left to right, from Investment Attract SA, Thomas Herraman; Orora employee,  Simon Van Meerendonk; Orora General Manager, Greg Savage; 
Local MP, Tony Piccolo and Investment Attraction SA Kevin Chan.

Premier Jay Weatherill and Minister Kyam Maher launching the Look North - Northern Adelaide Regional Economic Plan.

From left to right; With local MP,  Tony Piccolo are Orora emplyees, Shayne Keeling, Hamish Watts, Damian Simpson, Michael Fitzgerald.
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ARTS IN GAWLER

DO YOU KNOw THESE PEOPLE?
The search is on for the 
family or friends of a 
number of people who 
have been politically ac-
tive within the Light elec-
torate over time to assist 
with a pioneering art ex-
hibition.

Local Member of Parlia-
ment Mr Tony Piccolo is 
seeking to contact family 
or friends of;

•	 Jeanette Eliza-
beth Davis (first 
female candi-
date), 

•	 Norm Makin 
(First Australian 
Ambassador to 
the USA), 

•	 Richard Chaf-
fey Baker (First 
South Australian 
to born to repre-
sent the area), 
and

•	 John (Jack) Ste-
phen Clark

•	 Dr Horace Dean 
(chequered his-
tory) 

as he is trying to obtain 
photographs of them so 
that they can be painted 
and be part of the South 
Australian Living Artists 
(SALA) event to be run in 
the Light electorate.

In a South Australian first, 
the Light electorate will 
exhibit a collection of art 
works based on the theme 
of “political portraits.” 

Mr Piccolo said the ex-
hibition will reflect the 
broad political personali-
ties that have made a con-

tribution to political life 
since the electorate was 
first created in 1857.

“The portraits would not 
necessarily have to be 
of elected members but 
could also include people 
who have made a contri-
bution to political life or 
debate in the electorate 
over time,” said Mr Pic-
colo.

“We are seeking to exhib-
it portraits of people who 
have been trailblazers or 
unique in some way and 
that is why we are seek-
ing to obtain photographs 
of a number of people to 
incorporate them in the 
exhibition.”

“For example, Dr Horace 
Dean was elected on 9 
March 1857 as one of two 
Members to represent 
the House of Assembly 
district of Barossa, which 
later became part of 
Light.  He was unseated, 
re-elected and unseated 
again and some years later 
he repeated the exercise 
in New South Wales.”

Mr Piccolo said he is seek-
ing expressions of interest 
from both artists who 
would like to exhibit their 
work in the proposed ex-
hibition, or the names of 
people who should be the 
subject of one of the polit-
ical portraits.

“If any person has photo-
graphs of the people men-
tioned I would be very 
grateful if they could con-
tact my electorate office.” 

Mr Piccolo said they are 
also seeking expressions 
of interests from any art-
ist who has or would like 

to paint (or other media) 
any political personality 
who has had an associa-
tion with the electorate of 
Light to contact his elec-
torate office via email at 
light@parliament.sa.gov.
au or by telephoning my 
office on 08-8522 2878 to 
obtain further informa-
tion.Local Member Tony 

Piccolo said the initiative 
had come about as a re-
sult of his interest in both 
history and art.

Local Member Tony Pic-
colo said the initiative had 
come about as a result of 
his interest in both histo-
ry and art.

Poetry written by Year 
7 students at the for-
mer Evanston Primary 
School some 45 years 
ago has been unearthed 
by local resident and 
parent Mrs Margaret 
Edwards.

Mrs Edwards’s children 
attended Evanston Pri-
mary School and was 
pleasantly surprised 
when she saw the book 
of poetry at a second 
hand market.

Mrs Edwards brought 
the existence of the 
book of poems to 
the attention of local 
Member of Parliament 
Mr Tony Piccolo whose 
poem about Captain 
Cook is published in it.

Mr Piccolo said he was 
surprised the book had 
survived all these years 
and is in reasonable 
condition.

The book of poems ti-
tled A Book of Verse  

was prepared during 
the 1971 book week 
and won the “best 
class” award in that 
year.

The book contains 19 
poems and accompa-
nying illustrations cov-
ering such diverse top-
ics as spiders, cow girls, 
witches, pirates, and 
the Australian bush.

Mr Piccolo said the 
poems really do reflect 
children’s experience of 
another era.

“The poems are about 
45 years old and talk 
about issues and values 
of the late ‘60’s,’ Mr Pic-
colo said.

“My own poem about 
Captain Cook is no 
accident since 1970 
was the Bicentenary of 
Captain Cooks visit to 
Australia and I had de-
veloped a great interest 
in his travels around 
the world.”

Mr Piccolo said the 
book is a great artefact 
of the former Evanston 
Primary School that he 
has had the book pro-
fessionally scanned and 
uploaded it on his web-
site to make it available 
to the families of other 
students whose poems 
appear in the book.

“The book will be of 
great interest to the stu-
dents and their families 
and might spark some 
great memories,” said 
Mr Piccolo.

Poems by Lesley’s Bou-
tique owner Lesley 
Hatcher, Kangaroo Flat 
farmer Brenton Fol-
land and Willaston res-
ident Paul Modra also 
appear in the book.

Mr Piccolo said the 
poems can be accessed 
online at his website at 
http://www.tonypicco-
lo.org/ under the pub-
lications tab.

STUDENT POEMS REFLECT A BYGONE ERA SAYS LOCAL MP

Mrs Margaret Edwards with local MP and “poet” Tony Piccolo with the book of verse.

Dr Horace Dean.

wRITING YOURSELF

A series of squiggles on a blank 
sheet of paper and within min-
utes, you have a word, a theme 
and maybe the beginnings of a 
book title.

This is just one of the original 
styles of teaching used by re-
nowned local poet and author, 
Jeff Guess, in his creative writing 
course, “Writing Yourself ”. 

Local Member Tony Piccolo, re-
cently found himself immersed 
in one of Jeff ’s creative exercises. 
“Jeff is a wordsmith and has an 
intriguing style of bringing the 
written word to life,” said Mr Pic-
colo. 

The classes are presented 
through the Gawler University 
of the Third Age (U3A) and the 

introductory course will run for 
10 weeks.

The course covers most writing 
genres including poetry, prose, 
drama and even writing a food 
and wine critique, complete with 
an excursion to a local restaurant. 

Jeff Guess has taught English 
in secondary schools, poetry at 
TAFE and tutored at the Univer-
sity of SA. He has published 10 
poetry collections and been pub-
lished widely in most Australian 
newspapers and magazines.

For anyone who has a desire to 
pen a piece of poetry, whether 
it be an Elizabethan sonnet or a 
Japanese Haiku, please contact 
the U3A secretary, Judith Davies 
on 0438 713 786.

Australian poet Jeff Guess with local Member Tony Piccolo MP



Buchfelde and Gawler River 
residents have welcomed the 
completion of the safety up-
grade to Two Wells Road.

Local Member of Parliament 
Mr Tony Piccolo said the 
state of Two Wells Road was 
one of three key issues raised 
by residents in a community 
survey he undertook during 
2013.

Mr Piccolo said that resi-
dents were concerned at the 
width of the road and the in-
creasing number of potholes 
as a result of the additional 
traffic along the road since 
the opening of the Fatchen 
Northern Expressway.

The road shoulders have 
been widened and the pave-
ment has had a complete re-
seal applied from the Fatch-
en Northern Expressway 
intersection to the Gawler 

Bypass road.

Mr Piccolo said that the 
width of the roadway has 
been widened from 5.9 me-
tres to 8.6 metres thus ad-
dressing one of the key de-
mands of local residents.

Funds for the project were 
included in the 2015/16 State 
Budget with the total cost 
of the project amounting 
to $286, 296 with $130,000 
spent on shoulder widening 
and balance on the reseal.

Mr Piccolo said that he was 
pleased to see the project 
come to fruition as he had 
first written to the (then) 
Minister for Transport and 
Infrastructure the Hon Tom 
Koutsantonis on the 23rd 
November 2013 requesting 
the works been undertaken.

“I have continued to lobby 

for the project since that 
date, as I felt it was justified,” 
Mr Piccolo said.

“The increased sealed pave-
ment width will improve 
safety for motorists, such as 
reducing the risk of ‘run-
off road’ and ‘head-on’ type 
crashes,” Mr Piccolo added.

  As part of the community 
survey residents also 
requested a reduction 
in the speed limit along 
the roadway in the horse 
husbandry area and that 
promise was delivered in 
May 2015.

Mr Piccolo said the re-
maining outstanding issue 
is stormwater management 
which he will continue to 
consult with local residents 
and lobby the State Gov-
ernment over the coming 
months.

COMMUNITY SAFETY

RESIDENTS wELCOME TwO wELLS 
ROAD SAFETY UPGRADE

New guidelines which were tri-
alled during the recent Pinery fires 
for managing road closures during 
major disasters have now been ad-
opted by emergency services au-
thorities.

Local Member of Parliament and 
Minister for Police and Emergen-
cy Services Mr Tony Piccolo said 
the new guidelines are designed 
to enable residents to access their 
properties as soon as possible and 
before the roads are officially re-
opened to the general public.

Mr Piccolo said during the Samp-
son Flat fire, some residents were 
frustrated at the length of time 
they were kept away from their 
homes or properties.

“Road closures are put in place to 
protect the public from the dan-
gers present on a fireground, this 
can be flames or embers as well as 
falling trees after an incident,” Mr 
Piccolo said.

“However, we understand the frus-
tration of residents who want to 
return to their homes after a fire to 

check on their pets, livestock and 
property.

“ We have heard the feedback from 
the community and responded ac-
cordingly.”

Mr Piccolo said the new guidelines 
have a tiered approach which will 
make it easy for emergency ser-
vices and the public to recognise 
the status of roads within and sur-
rounding a fireground area.

“For example, a red tiered road 
will allow only emergency services 
vehicles through, while an orange 
road will be open for essential 
services such as arborists and SA 
Power Networks.

“Residents who can produce evi-
dence that they live at an address 
or own property at an address 
within the area affected by road 
closure and is returning to active-
ly protect or defend property will 
be allowed into the fireground area 
when a road is yellow.”

The new guidelines have been 
developed in conjunction with 

Country Fire Service, Department 
of Community and Social Inclu-
sion, SA Police, SA Metropolitan 
Fire Service and SA State Emer-
gency Service.

Mr Piccolo said a similar map was 
used to show road closures during 
the Pinery Fire.

“During that emergency, several 
maps displaying which roads were 
open or closed using this new sys-
tem were displayed during press 
conferences and made available to 
the public on websites,” Mr Piccolo 
said.

“Under these guidelines, informa-
tion regarding road closures will 
be provided through a range of in-
formation sources including Gov-
ernment websites, social media, 
the media and community meet-
ings,” he said.

“Protecting life is of paramount 
concern to emergency service 
authorities, so roads will only be 
made accessible when it is safe to 
do so.”

“The new guidelines will be re-
viewed after the 2015-16 Fire Dan-
ger Season ends.

The guidelines are available on the 
CFS facebook page at https://www.
facebook.com/countryfireservice/
posts/1079094408790102

NEw GUIDELINES TO HELP RESIDENTS RETURN HOME QUICKER DURING 
DISASTERS
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Two Wells Road resident and President of the Gawler Harness Club, Mr Peter Bain says the new road surface has improved safety and 
reduced road noise.  He is pictured with local MP Tony Piccolo.

wORK COMMENCES ON NEw 
GAwLER RIVER CFS
Work has started on a long 
awaited replacement station 
for the Gawler River CFS. 

Member for Light Tony Pic-
colo said news that the new 
station was being built was 
very welcome, considering 
the amount of time it had 
taken to get approval. 

Mr Piccolo said that the 
new station would hope-
fully help attract some new 
volunteers as the brigade 
has difficulty in providing a 
crew during the day. 

According to Mr Piccolo the 
latest bid to have a new sta-
tion built had its origins in 
a community meeting held 
at the station in April 2008 
convened by local council-
lor Bill Close.

“As a result of discussions 
at that meeting, I wrote to 
the then Ministers for Edu-
cation and Emergency Ser-
vices the Hon Jane Lomax 
Smith and Carmel Zollo 
respectively, to see what had 
to be done to facilitate a new 
station, as the station and 
the old school house were 
on the same crown land ti-
tle that had been licensed to 
the Light Regional Council,” 
Mr Piccolo said.

“The move was support-
ed by the Light Regional 
Council and the Minister 
for Crown Lands at the 
time, and now Premier of 
South Australia, the Hon 
Jay Weatherill.  

“There was also support to 
divide the site to enable the 
station to be placed on a 
separate title with proceeds 

received from the sale of the 
school site to be invested in 
the remainder of the site.”

The construction of the new 
facility has been managed 
by the Department of Plan-
ning, Transport and Infra-
structure on behalf of the 
Country Fire Service.

Mr Piccolo said DPTI re-
leased the project for tender 
to three suitable builders in 
July/August 2015 and the 
construction contract was 
awarded to Ausco Modu-
lar Pty Ltd on 3 November 
2015.

“Ausco subsequently 
achieved all approvals, 
certification and planning 
conditions required to com-
mence construction, took 
possession of the identified 
construction site on 11 Jan-
uary 2015 and civil works 
commenced on the same 

day,” he said.

“The State Government is 
investing $759,000 in the 
project and the current 
building program indicates 
that construction should 
be practically completed 
around April 2016, weather 
permitting

 “The new facility compris-
es of a habitable building 
(Meeting Room/Commu-
nications Room/Office/
Kitchenette/Amenities) 
and a separate two bay ap-
pliance storage shed with 
male/female change areas, 
BA (Breathing Apparatus) 
cleaning sink and bench 
area.”

If anybody would like more 
information on how they 
could volunteer at the bri-
gade they should contact 
the captain, Brian Turner 
on 0408 838 942.

Local Member Tony Piccolo in the Pinery Fires affected area.

Inspecting the new site are (from left)  Gawler River Brigade Captain Brian Turner,  
volunteer firefighter Greg MacDonald and Local Member of Parliament Tony Piccolo.



In time of need ‘ Aus-
tralians Stand Up 
‘ and roll up their 
sleeves and do what  
is necessary,  Local 
Member Of Parliament, 
Mr Tony Piccolo said 
in his Gawler Australia 
Day Breakfast Address.

Mr Piccolo was reflecting 
on the speech given by  
the Prime Minister, 
Malcolm Turnbull the 
night before in Canber-
ra at the ceremony to 
announce the national 
Australia Day Award 
winners.

In his speech, Mr Turn-
bull said:

“And tonight on the 
eve of Australia Day, 
we rejoice in being cit-
izens of a nation whose 
identity is not defined 
by religion or race, but 
rather, by shared po-
litical values, open to  
all, democracy, the rule 
of law, mutual respect, 
and our deep instinct 
in our Australian DNA 
that everyone is entitled 
to a fair go.”

Mr Piccolo said through 
our ‘mutual respect’ and 
belief in a ‘fair go’, Aus-
tralians are prepared to 
stand up to help each 
other in our commu-
nities, our nation and 
across the world.

“There is no better ex-
ample than when our 
communities are faced 
with a natural crisis like 
a major fire or floods, or 
in the overseas context 
a major civil conflict, 
when we put our differ-
ences aside and work 
for a common goal,” Mr 
Piccolo said.

“We saw it at the Pinery 
and Sampson Flat fires 
where people both in a 
paid and voluntary ca-
pacity worked together 
to protect our commu-
nity.”

“Inherently, because 
we believe everybody 
deserves a fair go and 
though sometimes dis-
agreeing with our law-
makers we believe in the 
rule of law.”

“We resolve our differ-
ences through the ballot 
boxes, and not at the end 
of a gun.”

“Internationally, our de-
fence force services have 
contributed to a number 
of peacekeeping efforts.”

“Despite some occasion-
al friction we have been 
a welcoming country 
that has successfully 
integrated waves of mi-
gration, whose diversity 
have made our democ-
racy stronger.”

The Gawler Community Gal-
lery recently celebrated its 10th 
birthday since officially opening 
its doors to its first exhibition 
on 26th February 2006.

The guest speaker at the cele-
brations was local Member of  
Parliament Mr Tony Piccolo, 
who officially opened the Gal-
lery when he was Mayor of the 
Town of Gawler.

Mr Piccolo said the success of 
the Gallery had proven all its 
critics wrong and that the time 
had come for a bigger, more ac-
cessible and central gallery in 
the town.

In his talk, while acknowledg-
ing the rich aboriginal history 
of the district, Mr Piccolo high-
lighted the fact that Gawler’s 
European art history goes back 
over a hundred and twenty 
five years when the School of 
Design and Painting opened a 
Branch in Gawler in 1889.

Mr Piccolo said classes were 
held in the Museum Room in 
the Gawler Institute with 81 
students.

Morning classes focussed on 
free hand, model and machine 
drawing and geometry and, 
by 1912, painting, stencilling, 
leatherwork and water colour-
ing were added to the curricu-
lum.  Unfortunately, the school 

closed during 1914/15, due to 
the break out of World War 1.

Mr Piccolo said records indi-
cate that students displayed or 
exhibited their work in the In-
stitute’s Subscriber Room which 
became the town’s first ‘unoffi-
cial’ local art gallery.

The arts were not revived until 
1967 when the Gawler Art So-
ciety was formed, meeting in 
the old Gawler Adult Education 
Centre.

The idea of establishing a gal-
lery in the town was again 
mooted by local author Martin 
Johnson who held an exhibition 
to promote the work of local 
artists. The exhibition prompt-
ed local artists to form Arts Ac-
tion Gawler Inc. to lobby for a 
new Gallery in the town.

Speaking on behalf of the Gawl-
er Community Gallery, com-
mittee, member Ms Joanne 
Hughes said the Gawler Com-
munity Gallery was the long 
term aim of a group of dedicat-
ed artists who called themselves 
Arts Action and first met at the 
Eagle Foundry in King Street 
Gawler in early 2000.

Under the leadership of Judy 
Gillet Ferguson as president 
and David Arandle as Secre-
tary, Arts Action worked hard 
to promote the need for a new 

gallery.   After a few false starts 
convinced the Gawler Coun-
cil to give them a grant to help 
fit out the Old Station Masters 
House at the Gawler Railway 
Station.

Ms Hughes said that in Febru-
ary 2006 after years of lobbying 
and looking at various possible 
sites, and with generous support 
of then Mayor Tony Piccolo and 
the Town of Gawler Council, 
(who gave us a special grant for 
a hanging and lighting system), 
the Gallery opened and Arts 
Action was dissolved.

Mr Piccolo paid tribute to all 
the pioneers of the local arts 
community but also acknowl-
edged the enormous contribu-
tion made by the late Pat Mells 
and Lions Club of Gawler in es-
tablishing the Gallery.

Ms Hughes said that over the 
years “we have struggled with 
the limited space in the Gal-
lery, as well as the stairs which 
preclude visitors who are frail, 
elderly or disabled, and parents 
with young children, from ac-
cessing the upper rooms”.

Mayor Karen Redman, Federal 
Member Nick Champion MP, 
and John Dawkins MLC were 
amongst the many guests and 
friends of the gallery who at-
tended the celebrations.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

Tony Piccolo MP and Gallery President Ron Brook cut the Birthday Cake.

COMMUNITY GALLERY CELEBRATIONS PAINT A BRIGHT FUTURE

AUSTRALIANS STAND 
UP IN TIME OF NEED

Australia Day Young Citizen Aaron McCulloch and Australia Member for Light, Tony PIccolo MP with Mayor Karen Redman, Major Darren Dox and Federal 
Member for Wakefield, Nick Champion MP at the Gawler Australia Day breakfast.

From L-R: Mayor Bill O’Brien, Young Citizen Lily Armstrong, Australia Day Citizen Garry Shearing,  Wally (Walter) Cook representing Freeling RSL for the Community 
Event of the Year and Local Member for Light, Tony Piccolo MP.



PICTORIAL
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MILESTONES

100 YEARS OLD AND STILL ENJOYING LIFE
Hard work and daily devotions is 
the recipe for longevity said Mrs 
Elma Ottens, who recently cel-
ebrated her 100th birthday with 
family and friends. 

Although her eye-sight might be 
fading and her hearing isn’t what 
it used to be, Mrs Ottens doesn’t 
have any trouble remembering the 
early days.

Born in January 1916 in Blyth, 
her first years were spent helping 
with home duties and the care of 
her brothers and sisters, being the 
eldest of 8 children. 

Around the age of 7 her aunty  
suggested it would be good for 
Elma and her sister to start school. 
The trouble was, they only spoke 
German at home, so they spent 
a week before starting school in 
Hart, learning English.

In 1943 Elma married Lance and 
they remained married for 62 
years. They moved to Condowie 
and then to Koolunga to manage 
a mixed farm of cows, sheep, pigs, 
chooks and of course cereal crops.

They had three children, Wayne, 
Dean and Avis. Wayne and 
Dean were both keen footballers 
with Dean playing for Sturt and  
representing South Australia. 
Dean’s son, Brad Ottens, has  
continued the football interest  
and is well known for his success 
with the Richmond and Geelong 
Football Club. 

Elma’s family has grown and 
there are now 8 grandchildren 
and 9 great grandchildren, most 
of whom were able to attend her 
birthday party.

Elma and Lance retired to Clare 
where Elma became a very ac-
tive member in the community,  
becoming a champion with the 
local bowls club. Elma has a  
certificate on her wall, recognising 
her 30 plus years of volunteering 
for the Clare Royal Flying Doctor 
Service

In 2002 the Elma and Lance moved 
to Gawler to be closer to their  
family. Sadly, Lance passed away  
in 2010 and Elma scattered some 
of his ashes at their old farm. 

In 2014, Elma’s only daughter, 
Avis, who had cared for Elma 
since her move to Gawler, passed 
away.

Elma is very proud and over-
whelmed by the number of cards 
and letters she has received for 
this birthday, particularly from  
the Queen, Prime Minister, Gov-
ernor General, the Premier and  
Governor of South Australia, and 
the local Federal Member.

Local Member, Tony Piccolo, paid 
a visit to Mrs Ottens on her birth-
day and presented her with a card 
and flowers.

“Mrs Ottens is remarkable lady 
who has seen a lot of happiness 
and sadness in her time” Mr  
Piccolo said. “She has lived to see 
her family grow but sadly, has  
also had to bury her husband,  
siblings and her daughter, Avis”. 

Mrs Ottens and her husband have 
always been very devout Chris-
tians, unwavering in their faith  
in God and she still attends  
service on a regular basis.

Mrs Ottens with her sons (L-R) Wayne, Dean and son-in-law Kevin Couzner with Tony Piccolo.

VALE JOHN FREEBAIRN, MEMBER FOR LIGHT 1962-70

Former member for the Light 
Electorate, the late Mr John Syd-
ney Freebairn who passed away 
on 5th January this year, has been 
remembered in State Parliament 
with the carrying of a condolence 
motion.

Mr Freebairn, a member of the 
Liberal and Country League (pre-
cursor to the Liberal Party) was 

elected to State Parliament on 3rd 
March 1962 and was re-elected 
at the March 1965 and 1968 elec-
tions.

Speaking to the motion, Local 
Member of Parliament, Mr Tony 
Piccolo said “ John did not contest 
the 1970 State elections when he 
lost pre-selection to Dr Bruce Ea-
stick…” 

“John lost pre-selection partly as 
the result of the internal differ-
ence within the LCL, as he had 
aligned himself with the Liberal 
Movement, which represented the  
progressive faction within the  
party,” Mr Piccolo said.

He didn’t take the loss sitting down 
and in 1973 gained LCL pre-selec-
tion for the Upper House seat of 
Midlands.

Mr Freebairn was a personal friend 
of former Liberal Premier Steele 
Hall, and subsequently the leader 
of the Liberal Movement.

Mr Piccolo said that for the last 
two years John suffered from kid-
ney failure, dialysis occupied a 
large part of his time, but they 
continued to spend as much time 
at the farm as possible. 

“John was modest and kind,  
engaging with people near and  
far whom he met through involve-
ment in church, politics, commu-
nity, commercial and social organ-
isations and through his travels 
and contacts with farming com-
munities across the world.”

Mr Piccolo said that he had only 
met John in recent times when he 
visited the parliament.  

“I can attest to his modest and 
quiet demeanour, and good judge-
ment.”

“He told me I was doing a good job 
as the local member for Light,” Mr 
Piccolo quipped.   

Mrs Freebairn, John’s brother Da-
vid, sister in law Margaret, and his 
stepsons Andre, Henri, Philippe 
and Geffroy Vigor were in the 
Speaker’s Gallery during the de-
bate of the condolence motion.

Born on 31st July 1930, John was 
the eldest of three children of 

parents, Thomas Youl and Annie  
Louise Freebairn. With his broth-
er, David Youl, and sister, Claire 
Haddow, he was brought up in 
Alma and made strong connec-
tions and enormous contributions 
throughout this community.

He began his schooling at the 
Alma South Primary School in 
1937 then spent one term at Bal-
aklava High School, before going 
to Scotch College and rowed in the 
Scotch Head of the River eight for 
two years.

After Scotch he returned to the 
family farm. He played cricket for 
the Alma team until it was dis-
banded. 

Mr Piccolo said that John was a 
member of the Gawler Apex Club. 

He did a course in welding at the 
School of Mines in Adelaide and 
began improving the farm build-
ings; welding frames and erecting 
sheds.

He was President of the Ham-
ley Bridge Hospital Board and 
Alma Agricultural Bureau, as 
well as Chairman and Secre-
tary of the Owen Branch Wheat 
and Woolgrowers’ Association. 
He was also a Director of the Red 
Comb Cooperative and a mem-
ber of the South Australian Egg 
Board. In the 80’s and 90’s he was 
State Director of the South Austra-
lian Co-operative Bulk Handling  
Limited.

Mr Piccolo said the Freebairns 
were great supporters of the  
Country Fire Service and was 
awarded a Life Membership of the 
Alma Country Fire Service and a 
National Medal for his work in  
this area.

During his youth he completed 
training in real estate, welding,  
accounting and valuation. He  

always described himself first and 
foremost as a farmer. 

His farming activities included 
tree planting on and around his 
property and he was a supporter of 
the Coolibah Club which promot-
ed tree planting across the state. 

Mr Piccolo said that John first met 
his wife Susan when he dropped in 
to visit her and her then husband 
David at our Rosedale farm in  
February 1972. 

“John was looking for support as 
a candidate for election to the Egg 
Board, and also hoping to try some 
of their home-made wine,” Mr  
Piccolo said.

Susan spent the years from 1964 
to 1970 in the UK so missed John’s 
period in Parliament and the years 
before. 

“However, John took great pleasure 
in driving her around what was his 
electorate of Light, and telling her 
about all the wonderful people he 
had known over the years. “

John and Susan’s late husband  
David Vigor became close friends, 
with common interests in farming, 
education and electoral reform.

 “Political policy discussions be-
came an institution around their 
dinner table, becoming formalised 
into Liberal Movement party poli-
cy groups,” Mr Piccolo added.

Mr Freebairn married Susan Jane 
Vigor on the third December 2005.

“Susan says that she and John 
enjoyed their time together,” Mr  
Piccolo said.

“They spent winters travelling 
with their camper around Austra-
lia or overseas, where they met up 
with their relatives and friends and  
pursued their many interests.” 

A photo of the late John Sydney Freebairn.



DISABILITY EXPO AND FORUM
GAWLER, BAROSSA, NORTHERN ADELAIDE PLAINS AND NORTHERN ADELAIDE

Wednesday 30th March 2016, from 6:00 pm (Expo) and 7:00 pm (Forum)
Gawler Community and Recreation Centre, Nixon Terrace Gawler.

 
The full roll out of the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) will dramatically increase and improve 
the delivery of services and support for people living with a disability. It will also create opportunities for 
their families, carers and those seeking employment in the disability sector. 
To understand how the NDIS will create opportunities, Member for Light Tony Piccolo MP, in association 
with National Disability Services, is organising a Disability Expo and Forum where a range of speakers 
and exhibitors from across the disability sector will be present.

Speakers Service Providers Employment/Training  
Opportunities

•	 National Disability  
Insurance Agency (NDIA)

•	 Disability SA
•	 National Disability Services
•	 Advocacy

•	 Children Services
•	 Day Options
•	 Respite Services
•	 Accommodation
•	 Sport and Recreation
•	 Culture and Arts
•	 The carer experience and 

support for carers

•	 TAFE SA
•	 Job Network Employment 

Service
•	 Australian Disability  

Enterprises
•	 Disability Employment  

Services

The speakers will provide an overview of the proposed roll out of the NDIS across the Barossa and North-
ern parts of Adelaide, discuss what the transition from the State scheme to the Commonwealth scheme 
means for current users of disability services, in addition to a great deal of information relating to the dis-
ability services currently available.
Who should attend?

•	 People living with a disability
•	 Parents and Carers
•	 Special Education Teachers and School Counsellors
•	 Service providers
•	 Local Government representatives
•	 Disability sector job seekers

Accessing the NDIS can be a daunting experience so the experience of people living with disability will be 
explored and the availability of advocacy services will also be discussed.
To register your interest to attend, please go to www.tonypiccolo.org/disabilities-forum-expo. All registra-
tions must be submitted no later than 5:00 pm MONDAY 28th March 2016.
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DISABILITY EXPO AND FORUM

HOW TO REGISTER

•	 Web: tonypiccolo.org/disability-forum-expo 

•	 Email: light@parliament.sa.gov.au 

•	 Phone: 08 8522 2878

A program is also available online.


