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SUBSTITUTE BUSES 

 

The Hon. A. PICCOLO (Light): Mr 

Speaker, another hot issue in my 

community, and something which 

could have been avoided, was the 

substitute buses to be used while the 

rail to Gawler is being electrified, 

which it is a great project. Substitute 

buses are necessary. A number of 

people use public transport to get to 

work and to shop or to get to hospital, 

and I must say that the government 

has responded to some feedback and 

put on some express bus services from 

Gawler to the city, which has helped, 

but it has limited services. Clearly the 

message I am getting from the 

community is that people do not work 

from just nine to five; people work 

from 11 to four, from three to nine—

people work at different hours, so 

having an express bus service from 

Gawler just at peak times does not 

work for that community. 

 

The result is that we have a lot more 

cars on the road, and people are 

incurring huge costs. I had a couple in 

my office this week who do not use the 

substitute services—they need to go to 

the hospital as they are not well and 

there are no express services. The off-

peak services can take up to an hour 

and a half, which means that it is a 

three to four-hour trip. When you are 

unwell, spending three or four hours 

on a bus is not a good experience, 

going down Main North Road, etc. 

 

It is incumbent upon the government, 

given that the rail services will be out 

now until at least November this year, 

to extend those express services right 

throughout the day. I am not 

suggesting they run at the same times 

that they do in the morning, but at 

least every hour there should be a 

substitute bus service running at an 

express rate through to Adelaide. 

 

One thing we know about the rail 

electrification project from the 

minister's own statements is that it has 

blown out by $100 million, and 

obviously the contractor is trying to 
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save every dollar on the project. That is 

not unreasonable, but it is 

unreasonable when they are doing 

things that actually impact on the 

safety of people in my community. 

 

 

 

 


