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LOCAL SCHOOL UPDATES 

 

The Hon. A. PICCOLO (Light): In 

terms of complaints I have received 

around my schools, it was interesting 

to note the comment made by the 

minister today about funding for 

disability services in our schools. If 

there is one complaint I have received 

strongly from public school 

communities throughout my 

electorate—school after school after 

school, governing council after 

governing council—it is funding for 

disability services. In fact, I understand 

the IESP program the minister referred 

to has now been suspended and is 

under review because it was so 

cumbersome and difficult to get 

funding that most schools actually 

gave up trying to get funding for their 

students. 

 

We had students in our schools who 

needed funding but who were not 

getting the funding support they 

required. One school told me it could 

take up to two days of a staff member's 

time to do one application for one 

student to get funding. To make things 

worse, once that was done it went into 

a process where it was considered by 

some committee and often the funding 

request was disallowed, with no 

reasons given. Our children with 

disabilities and their families deserve 

better than this. We should be making 

sure that every child has the sort of 

funding that ensures they reach their 

full potential in our public school 

system. 

 

Like most MPs, I visit my schools on a 

regular basis. In a recent visit to 

Munno Para Primary School I did a 

walk around with the principal to see 

what the facilities were like, and we 

came across one of the buildings that 

had a whole range of fencing around 

it. I asked, 'Is that building scheduled 

for redevelopment?' The principal 

looked a little embarrassed and said, 

'No, the fences are around there 

because the verandahs on this building 

are not safe. They are structurally 
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unsafe and the kids can't go anywhere 

near this building.' 

But it is being used; it is a classroom, 

and it is being used. It has fencing 

around the outside because the 

building is partially unsafe. Looking 

around this school, this is a school that 

has been neglected by this 

government. There are inadequate 

facilities for the students, and this 

school community deserves better. 

 

Mark Oliphant College has been 

expanded to provide places for 

students in the growing area. There are 

two things here: one is that the school 

will probably be full by the time the 

actual redevelopment finishes, so 

students will again be crammed into 

non-classroom areas and, secondly, the 

traffic in the area will be even more 

chaotic than it is now. The school was 

never designed properly in terms of 

providing parking or drop-off areas for 

students, and it is very unsafe. 

 

 


