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Post-Summer Antitrust & FDI Outlook: What to expect? 
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fter the summer (break) in Europe, it is time to reflect on the agenda of regulators and

 what to expect in the coming months. Leaving obvious choices like the Digital Markets

ct aside, here are our four key expectations: 
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Share of industries potentially 
affected by the Data Act:

More room for cooperation. In times of crises, 

regulators are showing flexibility to allow for industry 

cooperations that would otherwise have been 

prohibited. Industries heavily affected by energy 

shortages or other external impacts should not exclude 

cooperations prematurely and should proactively 

reach out to regulators early on.   
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Increased merger control scrutiny. Regulators will 

look more closely at M&A deals. Following a General 

Court judgement, the EU Commission can be expected 

to call in more transactions even where filing 

thresholds are not met. Broader scrutiny extends to 

private equity buyers, for whom merger control used to 

be straightforward, but who should prepare for 

thorough reviews of their acquisitions going forward. 

Focus on data. The Data Act is one of the EU 

Commission’s next big projects. It has the potential to 

revolutionize the access to data generated by the use of 

products and related services, and could significantly 

affect business models across industries.

Foreign investment control still on the rise. 

Dealmakers will have to keep foreign investment 

control on top of their minds. In 2021, more than 25% 

of cases that were formally screened in the EU ended 

with remedies, prohibitions or withdrawals. More than 

half of German cases concerned ICT, Health and Biotech.
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by end of August:
umber of EU countries with a
reign investment control regime
 plans to introduce one: 
r. Tobias Pukropski 
artner 

 +49 (0) 211 822 68 28 4 
 tobias.pukropski@rocan.eu

25 (out of 27)

mailto:timo.angerbauer@rocan.eu
mailto:paul.droessler@rocan.eu
mailto:tobias.pukropski@rocan.eu

