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Shared Transport for Scotland

Shared transport should be part of future travel policy  
in every local authority in Scotland. 

Shared transport provides an alternative to private car 
ownership: together with public and active transport,  
it can reduce greenhouse gas emissions, poor air quality,  
and congestion. It can play a crucial role in meeting 
Scotland’s net zero targets and the commitment to  
reduce car kilometres by 20% by 2030.

This manifesto lays out the 12 key steps we call on parties 
and candidates to support to help develop shared transport.

CoMoUK manifesto for the local 
authority elections 2022



Shared transport is about giving people access to 
cars, bikes, and other vehicles without needing to 
own them. It covers car clubs, bike share schemes, 
public e-scooter hire, demand-responsive public 
transport services, and lift-sharing services. It also 
includes mobility hubs, places that enable people to 
switch easily between public and shared transport 
modes.

Shared transport’s advantages include:

The Scottish Government has pledged to achieve 
a target of net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 
2045, with an interim reduction target of 75% by 
2030. Domestic transport is the largest source of 
GHG emissions in Scotland, responsible for around 
25% of all Scotland’s emissions. 

If Scotland is to reach these targets then the 
decarbonisation of transport requires unprecedented 
action. As the Scottish Government’s ‘Update to the 
Climate Change Plan 2018-32’ states: “it is self-evident 
that managing transport demand and embedding 
behaviour change will also be of vital importance.”

Shared transport can contribute directly to cleaner 
air and better health. Car club vehicles are less 
polluting than the average car on Scotland’s roads 
– their CO2 emissions are, on average, 37% lower 
than the average UK car. Bike share schemes have 
positive impacts on both mental and physical health.

Half of Scottish bike share users said that their use 
of bike share had contributed to them reaching 
the recommended 2.5 hours a week or more of 
moderate or vigorous physical activity. Nearly  
one-quarter reported that it was ‘all’ or a ‘major  
part’ of the physical activity they had done.

Membership of Scottish car clubs now stands at  
over 30,000 members, while over 90,000 people 
use bike share schemes to get around. However, 
shared transport remains frequently under-
represented in the transport strategies and  
delivery plans of Scottish local authorities, and 
further support is needed if the full benefits that 
sustainable transport can offer are to be achieved.
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CoMoUK is the national charity that promotes 
the social, economic and environmental benefits 
of shared transport. We are funded in Scotland 
by Transport Scotland to increase awareness and 
support the development of shared transport  
modes including bike share, car share and ride  
share schemes.

•  reducing the overall number of vehicles 
on the road network

•  encouraging travel by public transport, 
walking and cycling

•  offering a solution to transport poverty 
for low-income households

•  providing flexible access to vehicles 
without the upfront purchase cost

What is Shared Transport?

Why we need to act  

Cutting carbon, boosting health 
About CoMoUK 



To support and develop shared transport, CoMoUK calls 
on local authorities to take the following steps:

Shared transport policy

Cutting emissions

Key partnerships

Implementation

Local authority actions 

Incentivise the transition to 
electric vehicles by offering:

-  reduced permit fees for 
electric car club vehicles

-  open access charging 
networks for car club and 
bike share operators

Commit to spending 25% of 
bids to the Smarter Choices 
Smarter Places Local Authority 
Fund on shared transport 
initiatives or pilots.

In new developments:

-  limit parking provision to  
one private car per dwelling 
or less

-  require clear alternatives 
including car share and bike 
share provision

Supply proportionate 
provision for shared car club 
electric vehicles in local EV 
infrastructure strategies.

Introduce incentives for 
giving up private vehicles in 
collaboration with regional 
transport partnerships, such  
as ‘mobility credits’ for 
alternative travel.

Support the development of 
mobility hubs to:

-  coordinate shared, public and 
active travel networks

-  be an integral part   
of low emission   
zone plans

In low emission or low traffic 
zones:

-  incorporate in the design  
the contribution to clean air 
that shared transport modes 
can offer

-  direct a percentage of 
revenues raised towards 
shared transport

Work with local NHS boards 
to ensure inclusion of shared 
transport targets to help meet 
local health goals.

Establish the local authority as 
a ‘best practice’ in local shared 
transport including:

-  using local authority pool 
vehicles for car sharing

-  prioritising at least 5% of 
spaces in car parks over 30 
spaces for shared vehicle use

Establish a shared transport 
policy with:

-  key indicators to  
measure progress 

-  goals for reducing  
individual vehicle  
ownership

Invest a percentage of revenue 
from Workplace Parking Levy 
schemes in shared transport, 
and exempt car club vehicles 
from the levy.

Embrace the opportunities for 
innovation in digital demand- 
responsive transport (DDRT)
afforded local   
authorities by    
the Community    
Bus Fund.



 

CoMoUK offers an unrivalled source of 
information and advice on shared transport.

Information and advice

•  Information: a newly-established Scottish Shared 
Transport Knowledge Centre, with dedicated 
advice and support for local authorities:  
https://knowledge.como.org.uk/authorities

•  Annual reports: an Annual Survey of Car Clubs, and 
an Annual Bike Share Report that collate evidence 
provided by thousands of users, and demonstrate 
in clear statistical terms the benefits shared 
transport can bring and the potential it offers

•  Guidance: a wide range of guidance documents, 
including detailed advice on how to establish car  
club and bike share schemes, along with case 
studies of different models that have been 
implemented

•  Mobility hubs: bespoke guidance on developing 
mobility hubs including expertise and advice on 
the design, planning, consultation, implementation 
and monitoring phases

•  Interaction: regular forums and webinars that 
connect shared transport practitioners across  
the UK

•  Support: dedicated support and advice for 
communities setting up and running shared 
bike and car schemes in Scotland, including the 
availability of microgrants to support their work.

CoMoUK is a registered charity in 
Scotland (no. SC044682) and in 
England and Wales (no. 1093980)

0131 243 2734 
scotland@como.org.uk  
Twitter: @Como_uk

Find out more about CoMoUK and 
its work at como.org.uk

National targets that shared transport can help to meet

TargetTarget SourceSource

Reduce car kilometres by 20% by 2030 Reducing Car Use for a Healthier, Fairer and 
Greener Scotland, COSLA and Transport Scotland 
Jan 2022

Net zero greenhouse gases (which includes carbon)  
by 2045; and 75% reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2030

Climate Change (Emissions Reduction Targets) 
(Scotland) Act 2019

Phase out the need for new petrol and diesel cars and 
vans by 2030 and public bodies to lead the way

Update to the Climate Change Plan, Scottish 
Government, Dec 2020

Low Emission Zones in Scotland’s four largest cities Cleaner Air for Scotland 2 (CAFS2) strategy,  
July 2021

Local authorities’ declarations of a climate emergency Currently 63% of Scottish local authorities

Aberdeen City Council 
Aberdeen City Council has devised a mechanism 
for car club contributions as part of the 
planning obligations and transport accessibility 
supplementary guidance to its Local Development 
Plan. Since 2017, £266,000 has been paid to the car 
club from 42 planning applications, funding car club 
development across the city.

The Highland Council
The Highland Council installed 60 shared vehicles 
bookable by the hour at 21 of its offices, for staff to 
use as an alternative to their own personal vehicles 
for business trips. Since 2018 this has led to a 37% 
cut in carbon emissions, a 28% drop in business 
mileage, and a reduction in business travel costs  
of over £900,000.

Case studies

Further reading

https://knowledge.como.org.uk/authorities
https://como.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/CoMoUK-Scotland-Car-Club-Summary-Report-2020.pdf
https://como.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/CoMo-Scotland-Vision-Summary-Final-19.03.20.pdf
https://como.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/CoMoUK_Mobility-Hubs_How-To-Plan-For-Mobility-Hubs-A-Guide-For-Planners-And-Developers-In-Scotland-A4.pdf
mailto:scotland%40como.org.uk?subject=
https://twitter.com/Como_uk
https://como.org.uk
https://como.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/CoMoUK-Bike-Share-Survey-2021_final.pdf

