
The concept of mobility hubs has gained 
considerable traction internationally. Two recent 
examples of this enhanced engagement are the  
city of Bergen in Norway and the Flanders region  
of Belgium. 

Pioneering hub development:  
international experience 

The Flanders project involves a study of 
the transport needs of the region to shape 
a shared mobility ‘matrix’, intended to 
encourage local and regional involvement 
in delivering a standardised mobility hub 
provision. Bergen on the other hand has 
taken the Bremen template of mobility 
hubs known as mobil.punkte and instigated 
a series of mobility hubs at important 
settings across the city. The Flemish 
government wished to understand the 
context of how mobility hubs might be 
rolled out cohesively across the Flanders 
region, whereas Bergen looked at a pre-
defined roll-out model and sought to make 
it work for them.

The Bergen mobility hubs are a key element 
in the strategy to remove street parking for 
private cars. The concept revolves around 
a stricter parking management regime 
mitigated by implementing mobility hubs 
in suitable locations to ensure that people 
have good alternatives to reduced access 
to private cars. 

The additional benefits of safer streets, 
improved air quality and a massive 
reduction in CO2 emissions are seen as 
major benefits of the policy change.

In Flanders four categories for their  
mobility hub roll-out have been defined: 
city, village, destinations, and periphery. 
This is very similar to the categories 
established by CoMoUK in the Mobility 
Hub Accreditation Scheme. Within each 
category there are sub-categories which 
establish viability of the shared mobility 
offering such as shared bikes, shared 
eBikes, taxi services and park & ride.  
The scheme was designed to ensure that 
mobility hubs in Flanders shared a common 
design and could be understood by users. 
It also sought to bring regional cohesion by 
setting out a clear set of planning tools for 
mobility hubs infrastructure.

The introduction of mobility hubs is seen in 
both Flanders and Bergen as being a key 
driver of shared transport uptake and a 
resultant reduction in private car use.
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