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Dorset Fire District #1 

 

 

Mailing: PO Box 341 Dorset, VT 05251 

Fire Station: 2877 Route 30 Dorset, VT 05251 
Town Office: 112 Mad Tom Rd E. Dorset, VT 05253 

Phone: 802-362-4571 x 4 
Email: dorsetfire341@gmail.com 

 

DORSET FIRE DISTRICT #1 MEETING   

October 16, 2017 

 

Present: Ben Weiss (Chairman), Roger Squire (Vice Chairman), Abbott de 

Rham, Milt McWayne, Jim McGinnis (Water Operator), Shawn 
Hazelton (Fire Chief), Rob Gaiotti (Town Manager) 

Absent:  Steve Jones 

 

B. Weiss, Chairman, opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. stating that the purpose 
of tonight’s meeting was to review and approve Bylaw amendments for the Dorset 

Fire District #1. 

B. Weiss had prepared a PowerPoint presentation that covered the water system 
improvements and their importance, along with explanation of the bylaw 

amendment.  The current projects for water system improvements will be a 
metering station and a supplemental water supply.  A system monitoring station 
will be setup near the beginning of the distribution system.  Daily readings are 

required by the State of Vermont for consumption and chlorine levels.  The State 
of Vermont is also requiring an additional water supply in order to remove their 
moratorium.  The estimated date of completion is fall of 2018.   Future projects 

may consist of system-wide service line replacement and individual water usage 
meters.   Service lines are the responsibility of property owners, but a system-

wide update of lines along with meter installation may be considered for a future 
project.  Discussion of long service lines, extending water mains and service lines 
that have been recently repaired took place.   Metering will allow for billing based 

on water consumption by individual users and allow for more accurate leak 
information.   
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B. Weiss explained the estimated costs for system improvements and also 
possible funding solutions: 

 

 Metering Station $  60,000 

 Supplemental Water $400,000 

 Water Meters $150,000 

 New Service Lines $600,000 

  
 Total     $1,210,000 
 

The presentation gave the average cost of water for users in Dorset, East Dorset 
and Arlington.  The point was made that Vermont’s statewide annual water 

pricing is an average of $850 to $1,500 per user.  B. Weiss noted that system 
improvements have been deferred for many years and a moratorium on new 
water users or any additional water usage by existing users has been placed on 

Dorset by the State.   
 

D. Carse asked if fire hydrants would be covered under these proposals and B. 
Weiss responded no, that making the fire hydrants viable again could possibly 
be a third phase, but would require another reservoir on the Route 30 side.  J. 

Cook suggested that the cost of the water loans be shared by the entire Dorset 
Fire District, not just the water users.  R. Fox agreed and noted that the water 
district is a benefit to everyone and it is everyone’s responsibility to insure the 

vitality of the historic district. M. McWayne commented that upgrading the main 
lines and having a third source of water for fire protection might make District 

wide involvement more agreeable.  It was noted that eventually the moratorium 
on additional water usage would affect property values of the users.   M. Freeman 
felt that the Water Company adds value to the Fire District as an asset and 

everyone shares the same water.  She expressed that the Fire District should 
have a share in this project.   B. Weiss stated that there could be push back from 
non-users as no one helps a homeowner pay for the installation, repairs or water 

lines for private wells.  M. McWayne stated that tonight’s meeting was to address 
the bylaw changes and payment discussions could be at a future time.  

 
The purpose of the bylaw changes is to encourage users to remain on the water 
system, as anyone leaving the system increases the burden on the other users.    

Permission to leave the system must be obtained from the Prudential Committee 
and they will continue to pay an infrastructure availability fee equal to the 

current annual total water fee.  R. Squire read the proposed bylaw changes 
aloud.  A. Longacre suggested changing the word “continue” to “start” in Article 
#18 and J. Kingston felt that using the word “insuring” in Article 1, #2 (Powers) 

was a liability.  A. de Rham responded that water system operation follows State 
requirements and the word “insuring” has been in the bylaws for a long time.   
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B. Weiss called for a floor vote on the proposed bylaw amendments signed by the 
Board on September 11, 2017 and as outlined in the attached document.  The 

bylaw amendments were passed by a verbal floor vote of the majority of 
attendees.    

 
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 
p.m. Motioned by R. Squire and seconded by A. de Rham.  (Motion carried 5-0).    

Respectfully Submitted, 

Nancy Aversano 
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